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Name Acts Just Don’t Care About 
Vaude Dates; Tied Up In Pix-Radio 


Veritable famine of name acts, or 
others with sufficient marquee value 
to hypo business in thé few remain- 
ing vaude spots throughout the coun- 
try, is more acu’e with each suc- 
ceeding week. Both circuit chains and 
indies which are planning the first 
honest-to-goodness try to resuscitate 
vaude this autumn have found them- 
selves stymied worse than ever, De- 
sirable acts are not around at any 
price. Both Loew’s and RKO cir- 
¢uits have been grabbing up any- 
thing or anybody resembling box 
office value, but find few worth clas- 
sification in the big money brackets. 


Chicago and other points west 
found this out weeks ago and not 
unlike the east has been compelled 
to resort to a stagger system of book- 
ings, taking what’s around, when 
and if. When unable to line up a 
regulation vaude show, these houses 
book units. There’s also but few 
of these around that mean anything 
in the way of b.o. 

With so little vaude left in the 
@ast, the few playable acts that mean 
anything have departed to the Coast 
for pictures, or are doing so well 
a radio they just can’t see vaude 
rom any angle, through uncertainty 
and other reasons. 

Fred Allen, Burns and Allen, Jack 
Benny, Eddie Cantor, W. C. Fields, 
Edgar Bergen, Lou Holtz, Sophie 

(Continued on page 49) 


Asks Curb on Prez’s 
Power to Seize Radio 
In Nat’l Emergencies 








Washington, Aug. 24. 

Curb upon the Government’s power 
to take over control of radio and 
ether forms of communication in 
national emergencies is proposed in 
legislation offered Congress last week 
by Representative John Bernard of 
Minnesota. 

Restriction is wanted on war 
Powers of the President, who has 
authority under present statute to 
Suspend and amend all rules and 
regulations governing communica- 
tions business. Bernard bill would 
prevent the Chief Exec from taking 
over broadcast stations merely when 
‘a threat of war or a state of public 
peril or disaster or other national 
emergency’ prompts him to issue a 
Confiscatory proclamation. 

If adopted, the measure would 
Permit the Government to step in 
and assume charge only when an 
actual war is in process and the 
Safety of the nation is menaced. 

Bill was referred to the House In- 
terstate Commerce committee, which 
has numerous other proposed revi- 
Sions of the 1934 act under consider- 
ation. May get attention next 
winter, if pressure for general over- 
hauling of the law is strong enough 
to compel the committee to give 
Serious consideration to the mass of 
suggested changes. 








Frisking the Kid Fans 


Indianapolis, Aug. 24, 

Manager of the Irvington theatre, 
nabe, now gives lads a frisking be- 
fore admitting them to house when 
westerns are on the bill. 

Boys have been letting their emo- 
tions carry them away and have 
been cutting loose at the screen 
villain with a barrage of shots from 
cap-pistols, 


HWOOD GUIDES 
NOW BILLING 
SELVES 








Hollywood, Aug, 24, 

The plug which the personal 
guides to homes of pix stars got in 
Satevepost recently has resulted in 
doubling of stands along boulevards. 
One has even gone in for personal 
billing and another waits for peas- 
ants stretched out in a couch ham- 
mock, 

Sunset Boulevard has 10 p. g.’s 
now between the Garden of Allah 
and the Beverly Hills hotel, and one 
put in a femme shill last week. 
They’re still directing gapers to 
homes stars haven’t lived in since 
Fairbanks was the name of a vice 
president. 





New Use for Radio, 


Lullabies for Murderers 


Nashville, Aug. 24. 

Radio, which has served almost 
every other function under the sun, 
was solace for the condemned here 
la:t week. 

Fred Ritchie, who died in the elec- 
tric chair at Tennessee State Prison 
for the murder of his wife, asked 
Warden Joe Pope if he could have 
his ‘last request’ on Saturday night 
instead of three nights later on the 
eve of his electrocution. He wanted 
to hear Uncle Dave Macon, star of 
WSM’s Saturday night Grand Ole 
Opry, sing one last time. The song 
he requested was ‘When I Take My 
Vacation in He-ven.’ 

The man who was about to die 
was accommodated. 








Cantor (Not Eddie)) Goes U 
Buffalo, Aug. 24. 

Cantor Harry Kaufman of Temple 
Beth-El has returned to Buffalo after 
a screen test on the Coast for Uni- 
versal. 

Kaufman remains here over the 
Jewish high holidays and will return 
to California to take up picture work 
early in the fall. 





LEGION CROWDS 
WILL ALSO HELP 














American Legion Visitors 
Expected to Aid Niteries 
—Legit Sees Benefits from 
Other Sources—‘Virginia’ 
Next Tuesday Ushers In 
New Season 





STRONG HOLDOVERS 





Expectations are for a _ business 
spurt in all main stem amusements 
during the convention of the Ameri- 
can Legion during September. Just 
how the legionnaires will spend their 
coin is always a guess but the hot 
spots figure to top the theatres, 

Indications are that the legit end 
will not benefit as much as other 
diversions. Managers seem to feel 
that the box office upturn will come 
from another visitor influx which 


(Continued on page 57) 


Scottsboro Boys on % 
For Ist P.A. in Harlem; 
Re-enact Court Scene 








The Four Scottsboro Boys, freed 
from the Alabama Penitentiary 
deathhouse after six years confine- 
ment through efforts of Samuel 
Liebowitz, N. Y., attorney, are making 
their stage debut at the Apollo, Har- 
lem, N. Y., all this week. With house 
spotted in Harlem, they did three- 
quarter capacity biz opening day 
(Friday), with rain helping to better 
take over the weekend. 

Boys’ contrib is more in nature of 
an exhibition than an act, since none 
of the colored youths contributes 
anything resembling entertainment, 
merely participating in courtroom 
bit wherein the Judge accedes to mo- 
tion to nolle' prosse_ indictment 
against the quartet because of in- 
sufficient evidence for retrial. The 
boys are overwhelmed by the de- 
cision and one of group drops in 
prayer, Then they are brought out 
‘in one,’ introduced by a male as- 
sistant who gives a brief history of 
the case, with credit to various or- 
ganizations which financed the boys’ 
fight for freedom. Lion’s share of 
gratitude talk goes to Liebowitz. 
Boys also volunteered their ambi- 
tions, with none picking the stage as 
a career and for too obvious reasons! 

From outside sources it was 
learned the boys might have done 
better on the p.a. were it not for the 
fact that they had been paraded 
around Harlem tabernacles, which 
naturally took the edge off the stage 
date. They may repeat the taber- 
nacle appearances in other cities, 

Boys were booked into the Apollo 
on percentage, no guarantee at all, 
with an all-girl colored revue as 
back ground, 


—_—_— . 








LOOKS BULLISH 





Organization of Radio Talent and 


Technician Fields a 1-Sided Feud 





No Hot Sermons 


Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 
Even churches here now are adver- 
tising air-cooling as an inducement | 
for attendance, 
Banner in front of the Wesley 
M. E. Church and its newspaper ads | 
acclaim ‘an ice-cooled church with a 
warm welcome.’ 


LONDON LEGIT 
HAS 6 FEMME 
STAGERS 


London, Aug. 24. 

Women will be prominent as stag- 
ers of legit shows here this fall. 
Leontine Sagan heads the list with 
two shows on her hands, She will 
again be in charge of Ivor Novello’s 
new Drury Lane show, ‘Crest of the 
Wave,’ and also will do an old Ger- 
man piece which is being modern- 
ized by J, Hastings Turner and mu- 
sicalized by Robert Stoltz, with 
lyrics by Robert Graham, After a 
try-out in Manchester, it comes to 
the West End early in October. 

Irene Hentschel is in charge of 
rehearsals of a new J. B, Priestley 
comedy, ‘Time and the Conways,’ 

















which she will stage at the Duchess 
theatre, Aug. 26, Auriol Lee and 
Margaret Webster are producing re- 
spectively John van Druten’s new! 
play ‘Gertie Maude’ and Keith Win- 
ter’s ‘Old Music’ for Gilbert Miller. 

Dodie Smith is directing rehears- 
als of her new play, ‘Bonnet Over 
the Windmill,’ which comes to the 
New theatre Sept. 8, after a week’s 
break-in at Leeds. 

Barbara Blair is coming over to 
direct ‘Take It Easy,’ due at the) 
Palace. 


SINO-JAP WAR HAS B.0. 








EFFECT "ROUND WORLD 





Shanghai and North China are ex- 
periencing the worst pix biz since 


1925, martial law closing all houses | 


in Tientsin and Peiping. 

Local distribs fear for the safety of 
their prints and have no news of 
them, as plane, steamship and train 
service are suspended. 

Local Chinese patriotically refrain 
from going out nights and since 80% 
of picture business is Chinese, first- 


‘run houses, with full foreign atten- 
| . i 
|}dance, are running less than 50% 
| of normal, 


Hankow reports great 
(Continued on page 52) 


/are merely ‘leg workouts’, 


| tached 


Organization of the radio per- 
former-technician fields has devel- 
oped into a seven-sided struggle, with 
the likelihood of a bitter protracted 
fight breaking into the open soon, 
In the technical end the contest is 
being waged by the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(American Federation of Labor af- 
filiate): the American Communica- 


| tions Association (CIO group for- 


merly the American Radio Telegra- 
phists Assn.); the American Guild 
of Radio Announcers and Producers 
(an independent group); the Asso- 
ciated Columbia Broadcast Tech- 
nicians, and the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, another AFL affiliate, 

In the talent end the field is being 
organized by the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists (chartered by 
the Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America, AFL affiliate) gnd the 
American Guild of Radio announcers 
and Producers. Latter group is 
active in all branches of broadcast- 
ing, since its membership takes in 
announcers, production men, sound 
effects technicians, script writers, 
radio engineers, actors, singers, free 
lance and artist announcers, and 
agency producers, This includes 
virtually every-phase of broadcasting 
except office employees. Also lin- 
ing up the writers is the Authors 
League of America, through its af- 
filiate, the Radio Writers Guild. ALA 
is not affiliated with any of the other 
bodies, but is friendly with the 
AFRA, 

Both the IBEW and ACA are rush- 
ing the organization of the tech- 
nician end as fast as possible. Each 
minimizes the importance and prog- 
ress of the other, Mervyn Rathborne, 

(Continued on page 40) 


Cockfighting Doing 
Sub Rosa B. 0. in the 
Rocky Mountain Belt 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 24. 

The sport of cockfighting, unlaw- 
ful in every state except Florida, is 
enjoying a socko season in several 
inter-mountain states, 

Staged in secret arenas, changed 
weekly, in hinterland burgs, fights 
are held twice weekly despite de- 
termined efforts by police and hu- 








| manitarians to stamp them out. 
Shanghal, Aug. 24. | 


In several Utah cities, Saturday 
night fights attract a select clientele, 
eager to bet plenty of dibs on fave 
birds. These p.m. contests, in the 
vernacular of the arena impresarios, 
Sunday 
morning and afternoon perform. 
ances, however, are the McCoy, 

The sport, illegal in Utah, Wyom- 
ing, Montana and Nevada, has in- 
numerable moneyed promoters, who 
travel in a circuit through these 
western states staging fights under 
the proper setups. 

Conventional 1%4-inch gaffs are at- 

to legs of birds at fights, 
(Continued on page 63) 
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U.S. Execs Tried Hard But Wall St 
Sees Any G-B Deal Quite Cold, For 
Time Being Anyway; Still Huddling 





While it is possible that while he 
is abroad Joseph M. Schenck may 
have some conversations relating to 
Gaumont-British the feeling in in- 
formed quarters, on this side, is that 
the G-B situation will undergo no 
change for some tims to come. For 
ihe time being that G-B situation in 
London appears put. Some figure it’s 
completely cold. 

J. Robert Rubin, Metro bigwig, 
while in London, sailed into the situ- 
ation quite a bit, but’s been back 
now for several weeks and it is au- 
thoritatively indicated by downtown 
suurces that Rubin’s London talks 
have not changed the G-B aspect. 


Filmdom which is given to much | 


speculation over its affairs generally, 
it seems, might begin to figure now 
that if that G-B situation is to be 
altered, it will ve only when the 
fullest reasonable protection § shall 
have been afforded American in- 
vestment in that company. Pre- 
sumably, the official American view- 
point is that the present G-B. situ- 
ation and outlook does not meet this 
requirement. 

Of course, reports of possible al- 
teration of the. G-B situation will be 
reaching American shores more or 
less continuously because of the fact 
that important executives of both 


20th Century-Fox and Metro, from | 


time-to-time, are required to be in 
London or the continent. Such execs 
in-course of business naturally will 
contact G-B officers in London. 

Wall Street, however, knows that 
if and when tkere shall be any 
change in the G-B situation it will 
be accomplished only with agree- 
ment of the American firms, and 
that’. far from being had at the cur- 
rent stage of things. 

There has been talk that the Os- 
{rers might be willing to reopen ne- 
gotiations leading to a revival of the 
original 20th Century-Metro-Gau- 
mont, tri-parte arrangement, once 
discussed over here as well as in 
London. 
be as much in the limbo as all the 
other ideas on G-B. 


BOBBY BREEN SET FOR 
THREE WEEKS AT $5,000 


Bobby Breen set for three weeks 
of vaude, his first work in four-a- 
day personals. Salary, $5,000 a week 
net. 

Opens at the Palace, Chicago, week 
of Sept. 10, moves to Palace, Cleve- 
land, following stanza and plays Hip- 
podrome Baltimore, Sept. 24 session. 

Youthful yodeler was inked into 
the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, over 
Labor Day weekend, Sept. 4-6, in- 
clusive, for $2,500 net but canceled 
because he has agreed to play an 
outdoor concert benefit staged by 
James C. Petrillo, czar of Chicago's 
musical union, in Chicago, on Sept. 4. 


WB Interested in Terp 











Team, Baron and Blair 





Baron and Blair, dancers, are be- 
ing considered by Warners for a pic 
with Rudy Vallee. Were 0.0.'d by 
Hal Wallis while working recently 
#t the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 

Pair currently with Vallee at the 
Chicago theatre, Chicago, and go 
with him next to Minneapolis. Un- 
derstood the WB deal will be de- 
cided when Vallee gets to the Coast 


in October to set his own pic plans. | Walter Duranty, Francis Weil, Joan | mercialize 





Skouras, Rosy Sailing 





Spyyos Skouras sails abroad 
about a month. Likelihood is that 
he will visit on the continent and 
spend some time with friends and 
relatives in Greece. 

Sol Rosenblatt sails today on Euro- 
pean business. He is expected to re- 
iurn in about three weeks. 


es. OO da A. 


Harry Joe Brown. 
Sally Eilers. 
Harry M. Goetz. 
Max Gordon. 

Bob Granet. 
Miriam Hopkins. 
Arthur Johnsen. 
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However, that appears to | 


in | 





ZANUCK INTERESTED 
IN NEGRO FILMUSICAL 





Darryl Zanuck is still interested 
in an all-Negro filmusical. Abe 
Lastfogel, of the William Morris 
agency, has been talking it over 


with the 20th-Fox production head 
on behalf of Lew Leslie. 

Latter came. pack from. London 
recently for that purpose. Also to 
possibly put on a new ‘Blackbirds’ 
for the Shuberts on Broadway. 

Past ideas on all-Negro filmusicals 
‘have been stymied by the N. Y. sales 
|} departments of picture companies, 
'on the theory they would be too 
| tough to sell. 


Garrity Quits Shuberis 
In Chi for Pickford Job 
On Coast; Sam Gerson Up 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

J. J. Garrity, for 25 years affiliated 
with the Shuberts, 
| eneral manager here, has resigned 
| to become general manager for Mary 
| Pickford. His son, J. J. Garrity, Jr., 
| will continue as general manager for 
|Miss_ Pickford’s husband, Buddy 
Rogers. 




















| Garrity’s place in the Shubert of- | 


| fice was absorbed by Sam Gerson, 
| general representative for the Shu- 
| berts here. Gerson has been per- 
| sonal representative for the Shuberts 
|for many years, serving in a per- 
sonal and advisory capacity. Be- 
| Sides this he heads the Gerson-Mc- 
|Cutcheon ad agency. 
| Gertrude Bromberg, who has 
| served as assistant secretary to Ger- 


son’s assistant in his new job. 


tion had its beginning when Mr. and 


| attend the Gene Raymond-Jeannette 


weddings. 


houses here at present, the Grand, 
Selwyn and Harris, although they're 
said to be on the look-out for one or 
two more. 





SAILINGS 


Sept. 25 (London to New York) 
,Gilbert Miller, Hildegarde (Cham- 
plain). 

Sept. 15 (New York to London) 
Joan Brandon (Normandie). 

Sept. 4 (New York to Finland) 
| Efrem Zimbalist (Gripsholm). 

Aug. 31 (London to New York) 
Aileen Stanley (lle de France). 

Aug. 28 (London to New York) 
Gilbert Miller (Normandie). 

Aug. 28 (Quebec to London) 
Maureen O'Sullivan ‘(Empress of 
| Britain). 








| Aug. 25 
| Raymond Massey, 
| Adolph Zukor, Sol Rosenblatt (Queen 
Mary). 

Aug. 25 (London to 
Eddie Doil';  ©Aquitania)}. 

Aug. 21. (New York to London) 
|Mr and Mrs. Frank Hummert, Rob- 
lert Taylor, Jack Conway, Hal Ros- 
| son, Margaret Booth (Berengaria). 
| Aug 19 (New York to London) 


{du Guerny (Bremen). 


| 


NEW TELEVISH 


L. A. Strike Resolush 


Los Angeles, Aug. 24, 
A secret resolution regarding Para- 
mount’s playdate embargo contro- 
versy was forwarded to P. J. Wood, 
chairman of. the national strike com- 
mittee, by Los Angeles mass exhib 
committee seeking favorable action 
at next Thursday’s indie meet in N.Y. 
The resolution was sanctioned by 
53 theatre owners representing 100 

houses in California and Arizona. 











— 


15 of them as'! 


AIMING FOR 
THEATRES 


New type of television, developed 
by Kolorama Laboratories, Inc., of 
Irvington, N. J., was unveiled to the 
press last week. While not pretend- 





and Henry 


Philly Claims $65,000 Loss to Par 


So Far in Aug.; Group-Buying Plan 
On; Par in N. Y. Minimizes Strike 





A NOVELTY—FINISH 
FILM INSIDE BUDGET 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Walter Wanger’s ‘I Met My Love 
Again’ completed by Arthur 
Ripley inside the original budget. 
Picture, which stars Joan Bennett 
Fonda, was figured to 
cost $500,000 and came in so much 
under that, the studio is keeping it 
a secret—present fashion in Holly- 
wood being to act ashamed of be- 
ing associated with any picture 
costing Jess than a million. 

Wanger’s last. one, ‘Vogues 
1938’ went up to $1,600,000. 





was 


of 





July’s Tax Takings 








ing to have achieved anything like 
perfection, latest television entry in- | 
the greatest potentialties | 
along the larger screen angle, neces- 
sary for picture theatre | 
| usage. In fact, the most successful 
|results in last week’s trial showing | 
'were achieved when a bigger image | 
was thrown on the screen. A screen 
image, 4 by 5 feet in size, of fair 
definition was shown, and was the 
highlight of the entire demonstra- 
tion because indicating unusual pos- 
sibilities when better perfection is 
attained with lens. 

All material displayed in Kolo- 
rama’s television test was taken from 
motion picture clips. Mechanical 
scanning is the feature of the 
Kolorama system. It also employs 
a considerably smaller frequency 
band width than that set by Radio 


dicates 


motion 








(of new organization contending that 
son and Garrity, will become Ger- |jarge frequency requirements keep 
| television in the labs. 

| Garrity’s Pickford-Rogers affilia- | 


. \the Kolorama method were blurred 
Mrs. Garrity went to the coast to land far from distinct. 


MacDonald and the Rogers-Pickford | 
| operation produced hazy objects and 
Shuberts are operating only three | 


Manufacturers’ Standards, engineers 


Smaller screen images shown by 


In many re- 
spects they resembled the early mo- 
tion pictures when imperfect shutter 


fluttering light. As it now stands, 
new television system requires ad- 
ditional research and _ refinements 
before it will compare with the tele- 
vision system developed by Radio 
Corp. of America. 


Kolorama company is avowedly in 
the field to obtain big screen tele- 
vision. Disclaim that any motion 
picture company is interested finan- 
cially or otherwise at the present 
time. Corporation is owned and 
controlled by a group of N. J. and 
N. Y. men. Officials at company’s 
office deny that any stock is for sale 
or will be offered the public. 


Chief engineer of Kolorama 
Frank Goldbach, formerly with 
DeForest, Research engineers are 
S. L. Clothier and H. C. Hogen- 


is 











(New York to London) | 
Leslie Howard | 


j 


|has been going on for about 10 years. 


“New York) | Question of distance that the 
| Kolorama 





| 


| granted to the company. 


camp. E. A. Kern is v.-p. and in ac- 
tive charge of the plant. Four dif- 
ferent staff departments are main- 
tained at the Irvington office and 
laboratory. Research on the project 


process may be _ trans- 
mitted through space presumably 
will be determined at a later date, 
if and when a radio license is 


Intent is to com- 


television apparatus 


of Kolorama 
its 
|\for theatres. 
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Reflect Summer’s 
Slump in Theatres 


Washington, Aug. 24. 

Early arrival of sumn.e~ slump in 
theatre business was revealed Fri- 
day (20) in monthly Treasury De- 
partment statistic showing $241,697 
dip in Government haul from ad- 
missions tax ‘n July. 

Business ecntinue ahead of last 
year, report showed, although the 
take, based on June wicket volume, 
skidded for fourth time this year. 
July payments aggregated $1,633,088, 
second highest since last December, 
and Treasury noted seventh succes- 
sive boost over same stanza of pre- 
vious year. Brought seven-month 
total to $11,153,100, more than $2,- 
000,000 better than amount for simi- 
lar portion of 1936. 

Treasury data shows business this 
year at least 10% healthier. Gov- 
ernment haul on actual box-office 
grosses for first six months (shown 
in February-July payments to the 
Treasury) is $8,174,072, 
$765,825. 

July drop was in marked contrast 
with the trend set in 1936. Receipts 
last year climbed successively from 
June through October, with August 
payments, based on July patronage, 
showing the smallest gain. This year 
an actual month-to-month slump hit 
in June. Downgrade was hit in 
August, 1935. 


ARRIVALS 


Kitty Cheatham, Werner Bateman, 
Louella Parsons, Herman Stark, Al- 
fred de Liagre, Jr., Samuel Dush- 
kin, Beneridge Webster, Marcel 
Journet, Frank E. Mason, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lee Pattison, Jacob Wilk, 
James Montgomery Flagg, Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke, Alfred Hitchcock, Leo 
Reisman, Mr. and Mrs. Sol Hurok, 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Sax, Hans Ram- 
eau, George T. Cameron, Hal J. Ley- 
shon, Sally Eilers, Harry Joe Brown, 
Philip Moeller, Jed Harris and 
Helen Vogel. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Victor Bay. 
Milton Bender. 
Constance Bennett. 
Block and Sully. 
Margaret Booth. 
Nat Brooks. 
Lita Grey Chaplin. 
Harold Clurman. 
Jack Conway. 
Eddie Davis. 
Joan du Guerny. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lumsden 
Erie Hatch. 
Leslie Howard. 
Tom Keene. 
Myron Kirk. 
Andre Kostelanetz. 
Lew Lipton. 
Raymond Massey. 
Henry Myers. 
Brewster Morgan. 
Conrad Nagel. 
Ruth Nagel. 
Natalie Napp. 
Dudley Nichols. 
Maureen O'Sullivan. 
Walter Plunkett. 
Tiny Ruffner. 
Hal Rosson. 
Milton Shubert. 
Robert Taplinger. 
Robert Taylor. 
Conway Tearle. 
Kenneth Thomson. 








Hare. 


a rise of | 
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Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 
Exhibs are coming rapidly into the 
fold on the newest plan by the indies 
here to beat Paramount in its date. 
and-buying strike which began Aug. 
1 and is now churning ahead at full 
blast. 


Newest idea is group-buying. That 
is, each exhib gives power of attor- 
ney to committee to buy Par product 
for him at ‘same or better terms than 
last year.’ The ‘war board,’ which 
is conducting strike, already has 
powers of attorney from exhibs rep- 
resenting 34 houses and $200,000 
worth of Par biz here yearly. 


A mass meeting to further explain 
the group-buying plan—which, it is 
claimed, is just as legal as a farmers’ 
co-op—will be held Friday. At that 
time, according to Chairman Dave 
Barrist, the United Motion Theatre 
Owners here should obtain powers 
for $400,000 more biz. This will give 
them control of about $600,000 of the 
$800,000 Par does in yearly business 
with indies in this territory. The 
Par exchanges’ total gross, including 
income from three circuits which are 
|not participating in the strike. 
| about $2,250,000 yearly. 

Par’s,loss of revenue from the ter- 
ritory for August will amount to 
about $65,000 from the 200 houses 
which had contracts with it. This 
;money can all be recouped, of course, 
|if the strike is settled and exhibs 
| take up their dates. As it is, Par is 
| setting dates itself and sending avail- 
| ability notices. Exhibs who don't 
accept film are being billed anyhow, 
which is in accord with terms of Par 
pacts. They are being advised by 
UMPTO attorneys to ‘let ’em sue.’ 

Judge Oliver B. Dickinson, in 
Federal Court here last Thursday, 
accepted briefs from both sides in 
the injunction proceedings Par has 
brought against the exhibs. Same 
arguments are contained in these as 
was given verbally at hearing on 
Aug. 11. Both sides support their 
contentions on the same cases, in- 
| terpreting them to fit their needs. 


is 











Coerced? 


The fact that some exhibitors are 
assertedly in a spot on the Para- 
mount buying and playdating strike, 
with several claimed to be living up 
to letter of the strike agreement in 
their territories by not picking up 
pictures, yet are paying Par for 
them, may break the strike even- 
tually or greatly reduce its force, It 
is believed by Par that numerous 
exhibitors in the Minneapolis and 
Philadelphia strike areas agreed to 
go along because they were afraid 
to do anything else at the time but, 
as has been proved in all efforts of 
exhibs to hold together, are liable 
to get scared shortly and pull away. 
The fact that this has been tradi- 
tional with the independent ex- 
hibitor, is in Par’s favor, plus what 
may happen through legal _ steps 
taken in both Philadelphia and Min- 
neapolis. 

These are the only two spots where 
Par has been seriously attacked but 
even if the exhibs in these two keys 
continued to hold out against Par, 
the loss on distribution return is 
greatly minimized by Par. Accord- 
| ing to Neil F. Agnew, v.p. in charge 
of distribution, who is sticking to his 
guns so far as the recalcitrant ex- 
hibitors are concerned, most of them 
acting on advices of Allied States 
Assn. leaders, the actual loss to Par 
so far has been only $12,000. The 
threat of the indie exhib leaders hit- 
ting upon the Par boycott was that 
they were setting out to take $8,- 
000,000 from Par. 

Instances where losses are in- 
curred by Par when an exhibitor, 
under contract to play the com- 
pany’s pictures, refuses to pick them 
|up when they are available, may re- 
isult in legal recovery by Par. In 
| such cases where an exhib refuses to 
‘fate a picture that has been bought, 
' Pat can sue for the film rental, plus 
lany other damages, under the con- 
tract, but so far, it is learned from 
| Par officials, no steps in this direc- 
tion have been taken in spite of the 
| fact deals were closed with many 
;exhibs in the strike territories prior 
to the campaign against the company. 

There is no way of telling just 
how determined some striking ex- 
hibitors may be in their efforts to 
| hold out against Par because a lot 
of these exhibitors have not been 








(Continued on page 63) 
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Chase Bank’s Sell-Out in 20th-Fox 
Would Call for $30,-40,000,000, So 
That's Cold; Nat'l Theatres Deal On 





Downtown circles reaffirm that 
Chase National Bank will not dis- 
pose of its 20th Century-Fox shares 
except with the knowledge of the 
company management. Current re- 
ports reviving the legend of Chase 
Bank’s probable disposal of its 20th- 
Fox shares at once and in whole to 
certain individuals is officiaHy depre- 
cated. 

The bank’s attitude in this matter 
is considered more than just an 
ethical practice but additionally an 
acknowledgment of the company 
management’s standing with the 
bank. 

Twentieth Century-Fox has never 
been in better running condition 
than now, under the helm of Sidney 
R. Kent, president; Joe Schenck, 
board chairman, and Darryl Zanuck, 
in charge of production. 


Certain trade sources have been 
active of late, again reviving the 
story of the possibility that Schenck 
’ and a group of insiders, possibly in- 
eluding Skouras, as angling for 
Chase National Bank’s shares in 20th 
Century-Fox. 


What makes that questionable is 
where Schenck or anybody else 
would find one lump of $30,000,000 
or $40,000,000 with which to buy the 
Chase Bank’s shares in 20th. 


And, so far as known, there is 
nothing which indicates that Chase 
National Bank is inclined to sell its 
shares at this time. Just at present, 
the bank appears to be hardly so dis- 
posed, according to informed circles. 
From time to time, Chase disposes 
in the open market bundles of its 
stock, but most of its shares are still 
held intact. Some of it is on option, 
or was. 

Eventually, under the law, Chase 
will have to strip itself of 20th-Fox 
stock, but with the amount of money 
such an undertaking would require 
it could hardly be accomplished for 
some time to come. 

Chase Bank is principle share- 
holder in 20th, as also in National 
Theatres, chief theatre subsidiary of 
20th. National is operated by 
Skouras. 

There has been a definite plan 
afoot within the company for some 
time whereby 20th-Fox might some 
day acquire Chase National Bank’s 
stock in National Theatres, How- 
ever, this too is in abeyance, but is 
expected to be accomplished even. 
tually. 


PAR PARDS IN N. Y. FOR 
PRODUCT; ALSO FIGHT 


Harold F. Kincey and Bob Wilby, 
southeastern Paramount partners; 
Sam Pinanski, New England opera- 
tor, and Bob O’Donnell, partner over 
the Interstate circuit in Texas, are 
in New York for home office dis- 
cussions and product negotiations. 
O'Donnell also came up for the 
Louis-Farr fisticuffs. 


Another on for talks with h.o. Par 
executives is Ralph Kohn, produc- 
tion associate of B. P. Schulberg, 











Deanna Durbin’s Next 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Next Deanna Durbin vehicle at 
Universal will be ‘Mad About Music,’ 
with Joe Pasternak producing and 
cameras skeded to roll Sept. 15. 


Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adam- 
son are cleffing seven ditties to be 
warbled by Miss Durbin. No direc- 
tor has been named. 








Harbin to Col. 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Vernon Harbin, production assist- 
ant at RKO, leaves Sept. 6 for Co- 
lumbia Pictures. 


He will be aide to Harry Cohn at 
new location. 


+o 





, Balaban’s Heatitis 





When Friday’s (20) heat and 
humidity started to set in, Bar- 
ney Balaban, whose office at 
Paramount is air-cooled, thought 
he was beginning to feel it. 
Discovery was later made that 


the cooling system wasn’t 
working. With all. windows 
sealed and the heat getting 


worse, he issued an order for 
everyone to go home at 3 
o’clock. 

All other majors also let their 
employees off excepting 20th- 
Fox, whose entire home office is 
air-conditioned. 


RKO'S 7 PIX IN 
CUTTING ROOM 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Radio Studios possesses a reserve 
of pictures in the cans for the first 
time since S. J. Briskin stepped in 
as execltive in charge of production. 
Seven films are now in the cutting 
room, the first of which will not be 
due for release until Sept. 6. 

Those being edited are ‘Music for 
Madame,’ ‘Stage Door,’ ‘Fight for 
Your Lady,’ ‘Don’t Forget to Re- 
member,’ ‘40 Naughty Girls,’ ‘Satur- 
day’s Heroes’ and ‘Fit for a King.’ 


LEE TRACY DUE BACK; 
GOT A PLAY FOR HIM? 


Lee Tracy will return to Broad- 
way during the coming. season. 
Though he has definitely decided on 
a change of pace from the Holly- 
wood routine, the play in which he 
will be starred has not been selected. 

Actor favors a script called ‘Ex- 
press,’ which is being read by Jed 
Harris and George Abbott. He is 
also considering a play by Hy Kraft, 
who has been on the coast since co- 
laborating on the last ‘Follies’ pro- 
duced by Flo Ziegfeld. Tracy was of- 
fered the lead in ‘Mice and Men’ by 
Sam H. Harris, but nixed the part. 

It will be Tracy’s first appearance 
but one on Broadway since ‘The 
Front Page,’ produced by Jed Harris 
in 1928. His first scoring part was 
in ‘Broadway,’ presented by the same 
manager, with whom he has been on 
cordial terms ever since. 























Filmster’s Opera Tryout 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Evelyn Daw, femme lead in Grand 
National's ‘Something to Sing About,’ 
leaves here for New York in Sep- 
tember for a warbling appearance 
before the open air program audi- 
tion board as a preliminary to a try- 
out with the Metropolitan Opera. 
Miss Daw is a discovery of Victor 
Schertzinger, director of ‘Something 
to Sing About, James Cagney 
starrer. 





Holiywood, Aig. 24. 

‘Everyday’s a Holiday’ is Mae 
West's next for Emanuel Cohen and 
Paramount release. Goes into work 
Sept. 7. 

Edmund Lowe will play opposite 
Miss West, who screen played story. 
Edward Sutherland directs and Karl 
Struss lenses. 





Selznick’s Pat Murray 


Patricia Murray, of Jasper Deeter’s 
troupe at Hedgerow iheatre, Moy- 
land-Rose Valley, Pa., is being tested 
by Selznick for—you guessed it— 





nF ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 





ANALYSIS OF NEW 
FILMS LOOKS OK 


Some Big August Gross- 
ers Belie the Hot-Weather 





Lineup for Early Fall Re- 
lease Includes Several Po- 
tent Tail-Enders 
1936-37 Schedule 


from 





MORE CONTRACTS 





Analysis of coming releases, coup- 
led with gross results on pictures 
that have gone to theatres during 
the past few weeks, is creating an 
outlook for the 1937-38 season that 
is quite encouraging. A good Au- 
gust at the ticket windows and a 
decided improvement in the quality 
of pictures at this time of the year, 
with the new season getting under 
way auspiciously, is not only pieas- 
ing the theatre operators but giving 
the distributors a strong sales argu- 
ment in behalf of the higher terms 
asked. In view of what the distribs 
are shipping through, contract writ- 
ing may be greatly speeded up. 

Not only are the majors giving 
the new season a strong start with 
1937-38 product, but included in the 
past season’s (1936-37) pictures are 
several just sent out on release, o1 
to come in September, that stoutly 
supplements the list Among _ tail- 
end ’36-37 pix now on release are 
such top gross-getters as ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie,’ ‘Saratoga,’ ‘Captains Cou- 
rageous, ‘Day at Races,’ ‘Good 
Earth’ and ‘Toast of New York.’ In 


cided to let theatres have the prod- 
uct during the hot and unusually 
dangerous weather rather than stall 
release until later, as has happened 
in the past, or hold the film over 
as a coming season’s release. Two 
additional 1936-37 features that are 
being delivered as such rather than 
as new product are ‘Broadway Mel- 
ody of 1938’ (Metro) and ‘Make a 
Wish’ (RKO), ‘Melody’ went on 
release Friday (20), while ‘Make a 
Wish’ goes out as this season’s entry 
this Friday (27). 

These tail-end releases, plus the 
new season’s starters headed by 
several powerful grossers and others 
that look big on paper, are setting a 
pace on quality which has distrib- 
utors, buyers and operators predict- 
ing a third and fourth quarter this 
year that will be something to talk 
about. August has been very big 
generally, although in some terri- 
tories for one reason or another, the 
month has been a trifle behind Au- 
gust last year when soldier bonuses 
or other factors played an important 
part in some localities in running 
up business. 


Last summer the theatres were 
gleeful over getting ‘San Francisco’ 
which Metro sent on release in hot 
weather in face of usual industry 
fears. The picture cleaned up and 
began upsetting traditional theories 
about ruining good pictures in July 
or August. This year, with what 
distribs have been delivering and 
the reaction at the box office, oper- 
ators are convinced that if the pic- 
ture is good, summer weather won't 


Bugaboo — Auspicious | 


the case of each, the dstributors de- | 
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Heil Horsie 





London, Aug. 15. 

An Englishman and a Ger- 
man went to see the Marx 
Bros. at ‘Day at the Races’ 
(MG). Both laughed quite a 
bit during the first two reels. 
Then the German asked 
whether the comics were Jews. 
On getting an affirmative re- 
ply, he straightened out and zo 
more laughs. 

Towards te ena of the pic- 
ture the Nazi bust out laugh- 
ing again. His English friend 
looked- at him, puzzled. Then 
the German explained. 

‘What a funny horse!’, he 
exclaimed. 











20th's Roxy Now 
Forces GB and U 


Pix Elsewhere 


Gaumont-British may have to shop 
for a new and regular first-run show- 
case on Broadway, because ‘Gang- 
way,’ current at the Roxy, may 
prove to be the last of a regular 
commitment of GB pictures booked 
at that theatre. The house comes 
under control of 20th Century-Fox 
on Sept. 1, with a franchise from the 
latter company covering 40 pics. 
That means that there will be 
hardly 12 weeks of open playing 
time available to other firms. 
Universal is another firm which 
for the past several seasons had its 
first run Main Stem showings regu- 
larly at the Roxy, and what effect 
this takeover by 20th will have ulti- 
mately on GB or Universal, or both, 
is open. The Rivoli and Radio City 
Music Hall are the only possibilities. 
The GB deal which was made un- 
der Howard S. Cullman, trustee, gave 
GB 20 weeks of the Roxy’s playing 
time, for the 1936-37 season, and it 
is had that only around 12 weeks of 
this commitment has been absorbed 
by the theatre. There may be rea- 
sons and whether the deal is to be 
carried out to its fullest is some- 
thing for the future to tell. So far 
the Roxy has played 7 GB films, in- 
clusive of ‘Gangway.’ 
GB expects to release at least 12 
and may release as many as 20 for 
the coming season, 


ROSE TALKING SUIT 
AGAINST PAR’S ‘A&M’ 


Billy Rose’s attorney, Arthur Gar- 
field Hays, is conferring with Para- 
mount counsel over Rose’s allesed 
plagiarism charges against Par’s ‘Ar- 
tists and Models’ filmusical. 

Rose, producer of the Cleveland 











stop it. 


Among new season’s (1937-38) 
highly propitious are such pictures 
as ‘Stella Dallas,’ ‘Vogues of 1938,’ 
‘Artists and Models,’ ‘Souls at Sea,’ 
‘Emile Zola,’ ‘You Can’t Have Every- 
thing,” ‘Road Back’ and ‘Lost Hori- 
zon,’ all of which have had their 
openings, plus numerous other pic- 
| tures that are ready and from which 
much is expected. 


The analyists are hopped over 
‘Thin Ice,’ ‘The Firefly,’ ‘Madame X,’ 
‘Bride Wore Red,’ ‘Angel,’ ‘Double 
or Nothing,’ ‘Annapolis Salute,’ 
‘Dead End,’ ‘52nd Street,’ ‘Prisoner 
of Zenda,’ ‘Tom Sawyer,’ ‘Something 





Previously nixed a deal from RKO. 


| to Sing About,’ ‘Varsity Show,’ 
‘That Certain Woman,’ ‘100 Men and 
(Continued on page 51) 


in the Dark’ (song), allegedly in- 


|fringing on ‘Strangers in the Dark,’ 
product that is making the outlook | 


from Aquacade, plus the fact that a 
water waltz routine by two femmes 
in the film is said to resemble that 
show. 





Tamara’s Non-Stop 





Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Tamara Geva went into the cast 





|of ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ as 
| the lead at Republic immediately on 


,/her arrival here from New York. | | 
| Film went into production last Fri- | | 


'day (20). 

| Harry Sauber produces, 
Reisner directing. Many of the spe- 
cialties being shot in the east, 


Aquacade, obects to Par’s ‘Whispers | 


PIX SPEED SELLING 


Nathanson, of Canada, Talking 
A Universal Deal Along Lines 
Of C. M. Woolf's U Pact 


Conversations have been going on 
between N. L. Nathanson, Canadian 
film magnate, and Universal Pic- 
tures which may lead to some kind 


of a deal between these parties. It 
is assumed by insiders that Nathan- 
son would not be keen on assuming 
an executive operating responsibility 
in U, but that a proposition for him 
to acquire Universal’s distribution 
rights in Canada might be consid- 
ered. 


Such a deal would replenish Uni- 
versal’s coffers forthwith, although 
there is no detail to be had on the 
kind of money or the amount which 
would be required to swing this kind 
of a proposition. Also, such a deal 
would serve to associate Nathanson 
with Universal, perhaps in an ad- 
visory situation or as a board mem- 
ber. 

Nathanson’s theatres already have 
the U product bought for Canada 
next season. 

From what is so far revealed, the 
possibility of such a deal as talked 
about between Nathanson and Uni- 
versal bears resemblance to the cur- 
rent arrangement between Universal 
and the C. M. Woolf interests, for 
England. Woolf advanced an amount 
in the neighborhood of $2,500,000 for 
his London deal. 


Nathanson is the industry’s top 
nabob in the Dominion. He is the 
boss of Par’s Canadian theatre cir- 
cuit of nearly 200 theatres besides 
those of RKO, and his general in- 
terests outside this end are also ex- 
tensive. 


Ray Johnston Coasting 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

W. Ray Johnston, Monogram prez, 
arrived on the Coast last week for 
huddles with Scott R. Dunlap, ex- 
ecutive producer. 

After confabs here, Johnston will 
tour the western exchanges of Mono 
before returning to Nev York. 
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Zukor Insists Film Rentals Must 


Tilt 33%, in Ratio 


with Upped Prod. 


Costs If Quality to Be Maintained 


Stressing that it is simply a ques- 
tion of economics, Adolph Zukor be- 
lieves that film rentals should total 
higher than they have 
been in order to meet the 33% in- 


one-third 


crease in cost in production that has 
developed within the past year. No 
than the 
board 
that these increases must be taken 
care of through the distribution de- 
partments if quality merchandise to 
meet public demands is to be con- 


one is less determined 


chairman of the Paramount 


tinued. 

Whether or not Par and other 
producer-distributors are, for the 
sake of economics, to get rentals 
that are in proportion to advance in 
costs. is difficult to predict, but 
Zukor is steadfast about changing 
conditions in the industry and costs 
which place it strictly up to the ex- 
hibitor to pay more for what he is 
getting. The same would hold true 
in any other commodity, price to the 
retailer going up in ratio to the in- 
creases in cost of manufacture. In 
other fields these increases are, in 
turn, passed on to-the consumer, 
while in the picture industry the- 
atres have been loath to kite the ad- 
mission scales. 

The 33% increase in film-making 
costs is due to not one item but 
many, although one of the largest is 
labor. Zukor declares this figure is 
accurate and that by reason of it the 
same 33% added return from the- 
atres should be obtained. Distribu- 
tors this year are asking a 5% in- 
crease in the three brackets in most 
instances but are placing more pic- 
tures than last season (1936-37) into 
the top allocation, leaving smaller 
blocks for the middle and bottom 
groups. 

Zukor’s demand for rentals that 
must meet advancing production 
costs may be construed as a stern 
stand against all propaganda to keep | 
rentals down, plus moves through- | 
out the country singling out Par on 
playdate strikes and boycotts be- 
cause of failure on deliveries this 
year ('36-'37). Ostensibly the chair- 
man of the Par directorate is not 
permitting such moves to act as a 
bargaining agent in deals for Par 





pictures this coming season. 


Quality 


Mindful that. quality production 
must be maintained, Zukor is deter- 
mined on that in spite of heavier 
costs than last year and equally as 
determined that the market must 
face current conditions and eco- 
nomics to the point of properly sup- 
porting the producer in what he is 
delivering. 

He sounds a warning in this con- 
nection by citing that the only dan- 
ger the picture industry faces is 
whether any other entertainment 
can come along to replace it. For 
this reason cheap pictures cannot be 
dared, the producers taking the 
point rather that they are trying to 
invest millions of dollars as safely 
as possible. Zukor also stressed that 
entertainment as between pictures 
and radio, for instance, must be so 
great in difference that pictures will 
drag people out of their homes, add- 
ing that you can’t compete with the 
air if 10c pictures are turned out. 


Zukor, accompanied by Mrs. 
Zukor. is sailing today (Wed.) for 
England and the Continent. He has 
laid out no specific program in ad- 
vance of arriving on the other side 
put will look the ground over so far 
as production by Par on English soil 
is concerned. This company and 
Col are the only two majors not pro- 
ducing in Britain or having hook- 
ups for release of pictures turned 
out by English concerns, Metro hav- 
ing only recently determined to set 
up its own production facilities in 
England. Par still controls the Join- 
ville studios in France and may re- 
sume some production there. The- 
atre expansion on the other side, in 
which other majors are interested, 
may also be reported on when Zukor 
gets back to the States. 

Zukor declares this is his first trip 
across in four years. He’s been over 
27 times altogether, the first time in 
1894, but he isn’t looking for a trip 





The Ist ‘Shall Be Last 





There is a curious slant to the 
fact that Paramount is now toy- 
ing with the idea of producing 
in London, making Par the last 
American major to set British 
production. 

Paramount, years ago, was 
the first to go in for production 


abroad, both in France and 
England. Par, ‘n fact, gave 


Alexander Korda a start by 
letting him produce a couple of 
pictures in London prior to his 
UA tieup and ascendancy. 


a 











Margaret Sullavan 
May Resume ‘Stage 
Door, Legit, Soon 





‘Stage Door’ may show up on 
Broadway again within the next six 
or seven weeks, 
who had the most important role in 
the play and because of whose 
motherhood the play was jerked, is 
ready to go back to work, it is under- 
stood. It all depends now on whether 
the rest of the cast can be reas- 
sembled. No difficulty on this score 
is anticipated. 

Play was produced by Sam H. 
Harris and had a pleasant run to 
good coin. Was still going strong, 


had to withdraw because of ‘an act 
of God.’ Although show could have 
continued, Harris found it too tough 
to replace the star and preferred to 
drop the whole thing. Miss Sul- 
lavan’s baby was born five weeks 
ago on the Coast. 


SEC APPROVES REP. 
PICS’ STOCK ISSUE 


Washington. Aug. 24. 


Stock registration of Republic Pic- 
tures Corp. of Delaware, designed to 
bring in 35,000,000 cash through pub- 
lic offerings, finally became effective 
Wednesday (18) when Securities & 
Exchange Commission signified in- 
direct approval of amendments. to 
the original application which had 
been held up more than a month. 


New corporation, under remote- 
control of Herbert Yates, president 
ef Consolidated Film Industries, will 
peddle 600,000 shares of $1 par capi- 
tal stock to the public via Hammons 
& Co. at a net of $3,000,000, and later 
will put another 261,000 shares on 
the counter under $5 warrants. Con- 
solidated gets 150,000 tickets and 
Setay Co. (Yates’. personal holding 
firm) another 80,000. 


Arthur Lubin’s Duet 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Aruthur Lubin moves into the 
Bryan Foy unit at Warners to direct 
‘Too Much of Everything,’ which 











tured spot. 

Lubin then returns to his home 
lot, Universal, to direct ‘The Wel- 
come Impostor.’ 





Margaret Sullavan, | 


early this year, when Miss Sullavan | 





DISNEY RUSHES YULER 


‘Snow White’ Hypoed by Cartoonist 
Staff for Release by Christmas 








Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Staff of the Walt Disney studio 
has been placed on a 24-hour daily 
basis in order to rush ‘Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs’ through to 
completion in time for a Christmas 
holiday release. 

Film, the first feature length 
technicolor cartoon, will have a 
Radio release. 








‘16 MM. HOME PIX 


ON EXCHANGE. 
SYSTEM 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

First Runs, Inc., starts its business 
career of supplying 400-foot 16-mm. 
pix direct to the homes on Sept. 1, 
with its first release listed here as 
‘The Mad Sculptor.’ 
new 16-mm. feature each week, with 
the following three weeks of Sep- 
| tember to see ‘On Strike, a la Mode,’ 
‘Power of Love’ and ‘Soapbox 
Derby.’ Pictures are being filmed in 
local studios. 
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DEMILLE PASTURE 


‘Buccaneer’ Sets on Isle Cover Five 
Acres—800@ in Work 








Hollywood, Aug. 24, 





Paramount’s company, around 800 
|} in number, moved over to an elab- 
| orate maritime set off Catalina for 
two weeks’ filming on Cecil B. De- 
Mille’s ‘The Buccaneer.’ 

With Fredric March, Franciska 
Gaal and Margot Grahame heading 
the cast, DeMille’s forces include 450 
pirates, 60 Baratarian women, and 
a first group of 200 technicians. Set 
covers five acres and three schoon- 
ers riding at anchor are being used. 





New Orleans, Aug. 24. 
Helen Eck, local girl who played 
in bayou shots made by ‘Buccaneer’ 
crew while on location here, left 
Saturday (21) for Hollywood after 
Director Arthur Rosson wired her 





Will release a | 


| saga. 


A. E. Fassio, chief of the film com- | 


16-mm. reels each year. At that 
rate Action will supply 500 prints 


| weekly for distribution to homes. 


} on a circulating library basis. 
| lie will pay $1 per Jay for rental of 


Films will be distributed by drug 
stores, camera shops, stationers, etc., 
Pub- 


each film. 
Also hitting the streets along with 


| the new film company is a fan and 
trade magazine for 16-mm. public. | 


Tagged ‘Movie Time,’ it will be pub- 
lished here, with Walter Werner as 


| business manager. 
tor 


| Detroit, Aug. 24. 





Wilding Picture Productions, Inc., 
commercial flicker producers here, 
has opened new offices in New York 
|}and Cleveland. Commercial firm 
| turns out most of Ford and Chrysler 
| flickers. 


‘Par Board Meets and 
Votes Regular Divvy 








At meeting of the Paramount 
board, held yesterday afternoon 





will have Bonita Granville in a fea- | 


(Tues.) instead of tomorrow (Thurs. ), 
so that Adolph Zukor could attend, 
regular quarterly dividends on the 
two preferred stocks were voted. 

On Oct. 1 the company will pay 
$1.50 a share on the first preferred 
and 15c. a share on the second to 
holders of ‘record at close of busi- 
ness Sept. 15. . 

Zukor sails today (Wed.) for Eu 
rope, 


| Wolfson’s Next Readied 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Philip G. Epstein is screenplaying 
| Adele Buffington’s original for RKO, 
|‘They Didn’t Want Love.’ 
| P. J. Wolfson likely will produce. 











Eric Locke in Vienna 
Vienna, Aug. 13, 

| Eric Locke has arrived here. 

| Is shooting backgrounds for Claud- 

jette Colbert's (‘Bluebird’s Eighth 

Wife’ (Par). 





Xtras Get a Break 








Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Extras and bit players will be paid 
on a basis cf one-fourth in case of 
cancellation of weather-permitting 
calls under a tentative agreement 
signed by the Screen Actors Guild 
and the producers’ adjudicating com- 
mittee. 

Ruling means some heftier checks 
for some 7,500 individuals. Also, with 
the added financial cost, it is be- 
lieved studios will not place weather 
permitting-calls so freely, thus al- 
lowing players to work elsewhere. 

It was agreed that stunt men will 





like that one was. Zukors will be 
away three or four weeks. 


performing some special stunt. 


be classed as extras except when 


They re Given One-Fourth of Coin When Tied for 
Weather Permitting Calls 


+ 





Trem Carr Loans Wayne 


To Par for Grey Opus 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

John Wayne goes to Paramount on 

a loanout deal with Trem Carr and 

will be featured in ‘Born to the 

West,’ to be directed by Charles 
Barton from the Zane Grey yarn. 


Part of the deal, it is understood, 
was to hand Parmount an option on 
future pictues with Wayne. Also in 
the cast of ‘Born to the West’ are 
Johnny Mack Brown, Marsha Hunt 
and John Patterson. 





| pany, has signatured a deal with the | 
| Action Film laboratories here calling 
|for a minimum of 26,000 400-foot 


he had more work for her in Lafitte 


Rita Mae Gegenheimer, ‘Miss New 
Orleans of 1937,’ and Nathalie Weit- 
kam, last year’s beauty winner, 
left Friday (20) for Hollywood screen 
tests. 





Mary Nolan’s Former 
Husband Given Jail 
Term for $50 Burglary 





Wallace Macrery, ex-husband of 
Mary Nolan (Imogene Wilson), for- 
mer motion picture actress, was sen- 
tenced to an indeterminate term in 
the penitentiary Thursday (19) by 
General Sessions Judge Owen Bo- 
han, N. Y., on his plea of burglariz- 
ing a 47th street restaurant. He 
will serve from six months to three 
years. ‘ 

‘Hollywood has ruined you,’ Judge 
Bohan told Macrery. ‘You come 
from a good family and are well- 
educated. You tossed these advan- 
tages away for the glamor of Broad- 
way and the movies. You can con- 
tinue your Hollywood in prison.’ 

Macrery pleaded guilty to enter- 
ing a restaurant at 250 West 47th 
street, last June and stealing $50 
worth of merchandise. 

While an usher in a Broadway 
theatre he met Mary Nolan and later 
landed in Hollywood as her secre- 
tary. They were married in 1931 
and separated last year. 

Report of probation officers de- 
scribed him as of the ‘gigilo type.’ 


THOMSON RUSHES EAST 
FOR 4-A’S MEETINGS 

















Kenneth Thomson, Screen Actors 
Guild executive secretary, is ex- 
pected to place ea:t from Holly- 
wood to attend Fridiy’s (27) meet- 
ing of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America board meeting. 
Session will hear the Grand Opera 
Artists Association of America show 
cause why its charter from the 
AAAA should not be revoked. Thom- 
son offered the original revocation 
motion at the Four A’‘s meeting four 
weeks ago. 

While in New York, tue SAG head 
is expected to huddle with Mrs. 
Florence Marston. eastern rep, re- 
garding progress of the Guild’s mem- 
bership drive in the eastern studios. 
Possible he may also remain over 
for next Monday's American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists meeting, at 
which an executive secretary of that 
group may be picked. 





Chas. Dorian, Director 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Jean Hersholt gets the lead in ‘I'll 
Never Forget,’ which will be Charles 
Dorian’s first directorial at Metro. 
Dorian formerly was Clarence 
Brown’s assistant. 

Yarn is an original by John Bright 
and Robert Tasker. 





Kullman’s Coast Chore 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Charles Kullman, Metropolitan 
opera tenor, is warbling a scene from 
‘La Traviata’ that will be incorpor- 
ated in ‘The Goldwyn Follies.’ 





Production start has been post- 
,poned while the script is being re- 
written. 


———i. 
—— 


Writers, Producers More Important 
Than Directors, Opines Hitchcock 





Future plans of Alfred Hitchcock 
are completely in the air after he 
completes the two more Pictures 
called for in his present Gaumont. 
British contract. On his first trip 
to America, the director, js on a 
10-day visit to New York. vacation- 
ing and seeing shows. On his re. 
turn to London he wil] supervise 
the cutting on ‘The Girl Was Young’ 
which he recently finished shooting 
with Nova Pilbeam. 

First of his next two directorial 
jobs for G-B will be another Pi}. 
beam pic, as yet untitled. Wil] be 
adapted from a French short story 
by Marcel Achard. Hitchcock. Joan 
Harrison, his assistant, and Mrs, 
Hitchcock (Alma Reville) are al- 
ready working on the preliminary 
adaptation. Production will get 
under way in November, with the 
rest of the cast so far unselected: 
Second pic isn’t set. 

Hitchcock is making no decision 
just now regarding his plans after 
the G-B contract. Has been ap- 
proached by Metro, as well as other 
U. S. companies, for directorial] 
stints, either in Hollywood or Eng- 
land, and is ‘intensely interested’ 
| but doesn’t plan any huddles with 
film execs during his current New 
York stay. This is ‘completely a 
vacation,’ and he can negotiate with 
American companies just as well in 
England, he says. Meanwhile. he 
has ‘an open mind’ on the subject. 

Hitchcock figures ultimately to 
become a producer. Thinks the di- 
rector’s importance in pix is wan- 
} ing, with the writing and produc- 
|tion ends gradually taking on in- 
creased importance until the di- 
rector will become little more than 
what corresponds to a stager in 
legit. Current efforts of the Screen 
Directors Guild in Hollywood to 
increase the scope and authority of 
directors’ work are contrary to the 
natural trend and will fail, he be- 
lieves. If and when he ever goes 
to Hollywood, it will be with the 
idea of eventually getting into the 
production end. 

British Quota 

Director says the present British 
quota law will remain in force in- 
definitely, with equal or increased 
restrictions. Sees it as necessary 
for British studios until such time 
as producers there become firmly 
enough established to compete on 
an equal basis with Hollywood and 
have enough output to obiain 
sufficient market outlets, Present 
financing problems are  compari- 
tively involved, he says, but may be 
worked out satisfactorily by ‘the 
right people—responsible producers.’ 
Present efforts of Alexander Korda 
to purchase a share of United Art- 
ists stock will, if successful, have 
a beneficial effect on British pic- 
tures, Hitchcock thinks. 

Present trend toward super-budget 
productions, running to the $2,000,- 
000 mark, are ‘just a phase.’ in the 
director’s opinion. When a few flops 
are produced, studios will return 
to a saner standard. To continue 
their development and growth, both 
artistically and commercially, films 
will have to depend more and more 
on character portrayal and analysis, 
rather than plot action alone, 
Hitchcock believes. Available ac- 
tion plots have long ago been e€x- 
hausted and efforts of writer-pro- 
ducer combos in the future must be 
more and more to stress character 
and action. 

Although the director has never 
seen Hollywood and is interested 
in doing so, he will not visit there 
this trip. 


5 Oldtimers in 20th Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Spotted into the cast of 20th-Foxs 
‘The Great Diamond Robbery’ are 
five players who were stellar lights 
in the silents. 

Quintet includes Pauline Garon, 
Clara Kimball Young, Jean Acker, 
Eve Novak and Douglas Gerrard. 

Film has since been retitled ‘Dan- 
gerously Yours.’ 


Par’s Gridder Sails 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Production of ‘Hold ‘em, Navy, 
Paramount grid film, got under wey 
yesterday (Mon.). 




















Kurt Neumann directs and the 
cast includes Lew Ayres, John 
Howard, Mary Carlisle, Benny 


Baker and Elizabeth Patterson. 
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The Critics Tell All 


vv 


; It's Not They, 


But the Customers Who Count at B.0.'s 


Hinierland key city film critics 
converging on New York during the 
summer months, en route to New 
England holidays, etc., have been ex- 
changing views in Variery’s home- 
office on the value of film criticism. 
Consensus seems to be that it’s a 
snare and a delusion by the papers 
and that film criticism doesn’t mean 
as much as it’s cracked up to mean. 

Said one important key-city critic, 
*~ had a frank heart-to-heart talk 
with my managing editor, I told 
him that every time a film exchange 
or a local theatre manager squawks 
about what damage a pan in our 


+ 





Form of Criticism 





Westport, Conn., Aug. 24. 

The newspapermen haven’t 
been the only ones to clash 
with Frances Farmer during 
her stay here in summer stock, 
Carl Van Vechten was at the 
Country Playhouse’ recently 
taking candid camera shots of 
Miriam Hopkins, Mady Chris- 
tians, Phillips Holmes and oth- 
ers 

‘You don’t mind my taking a 
picture of you,’ the writer ad- 





paper does to this or that film, it’s a 
gag. 

‘“3ecause no 
about pictures, it doesn’t 
make any difference. The masses 
have their own preferences. Either 
they yen for stars, no matter what 


we 
seem to 


matter what say 


tripe they appear in, or, they just 
don't care for cinematic criticism, 
per se. 


‘Tunis may sound like I'm under- 
mining my own job. Well, in a way, 
Iam. Except that I’m a good news- 
paperman and if it’s not pictures and 
the drama (such as it is, there's 
enough on the paper to keep me 
busy. Besides, I did it more to in- 
fluence my paper into accepting my 
view that I can serve my sheet best 
by giving a summary of the story, 
etc. from a reportorial attitude, 
rather than trying to be an erudite 
critic.’ 

Said another reviewer, ‘The only 
difference between a pan notice, and 
the public’s own b. o. response, may 
be a few hundred dollars. That’s 
why I think theatre managers or the 
film companies pay so much atten- 
tion. 


‘Along comes a really fine film, and | 


suppose I do g- to town, urging the 
customers to support it economically. 
The best proof of how little influ- 
ence we have is that, despite rave 
notices and all the press encomiums, 
only a negligible minority will turn 
out, if they happen to feel that way. 

‘I suppose it’s the same negligible 
minority which stays away when we 
reviewers happen to rap a picture 
sharply. Because, if the mass pub- 
lic has its own mind made up, col- 
lectively they’re enough to financial- 
ly underwrite almost anything 
shown. Of course there are excep- 
tiors when, by a curious coincidence, 
both the press and the public seem 
to agree, but that’s getting to be a 
rarity.’ 

‘When a play comes to town,’ said 
another dramatic and film editor, 
‘it's something else, of course. 


play means $2.50 or $3 a ticket, less | 


tax, and then they really pay atten- 
tion to some guide on the merits. 
But when it’s 30c to 40c for a film, 
‘I guess the price element doesn’t 
make them as choosey.’ 





DeSylva Borrows Alice 


Faye for His U ‘Fancy’ 





Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Alice Faye moves over from 20th- 


Fox to Universal on a loanout deal | 
to be featured in B. G. DeSylva’s ‘A | 


Young Man’s Fancy,’ with George 
Murphy opposite. 

Picture is skeded to start 
Thursday with David Butler 


recting 


next 
di- 





Par Reties Revnes 





Hollywood, Aug. 24 
Paramount has handed Maurice 
Revnes a new producer ticket. 
Initialer under the new assign- 
ment will be a George Raft starrer. 





MacMurray’s Next 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

‘Vacation from Love,’ Harlan 
Ware-Patterson McNutt original, has 
been purchased for Fred MacMurray 
at Paramount. Production will fol- 
low ‘True Confession,’ with Carole 
Lombard and the technicolored 
‘Men With Wings.’ 


A } 


dressed Miss Farmer. 

| ‘I most certainly do,’ she 
hurled. ‘Paramount says they 
have enough bad pictures of 
me now.’ 


BARTHOLOMEW 
SUIT HITS 90 
MOPPETS 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Keen interest is being shown in 
| the outcome of the Freddie Bar- 
| tholomew case against Metro in 
| which the boy star’s attorney's have 
| attacked the constitutionality of the 
'California statute governing the 
| signing of minors to contracts with 
| court approval. 

Superior Judge Emmett Wilson, 
who is in charge of this branch of 
court work in Los Angeles, has 
taken the case under submission, 
Around 50 minor contracts hang on 
the decision. 


RKO GIVES TERMER TO 
RED SKELTON OF VAUDE 


Red Skelton, vaude comic, has 
been signatured to a term contract 
by RKO. Deal, set by Abe Last- 
fogel and Sammy Weisbord, of the 
| William Morris office, with Tom 
Kennedy, comedian’s manager, car- 
ries options for seven years and 
| starts at somewhere around $2,000- 
a-week, it’s understood. 

Working in dance marathons and 
| walkathons in his home town, Vin- 
cennes, Ind., about a year and a 
| half ago, Skelton just a few months 
}ago was getting about $400-a-week 
| at theatres. Appearance on the 
| Vallee program centered attention 
on him. He’s at the Chez Paree, 
| Chicago, now and repeats on the 
| Vallee show tomorrow (Thursday) 
night. 
| Skelton was so tickled on hearing 
| the deal was okayed that he couldn't 


























| keep it to himself. Was playing 
Loew’s State, N. Y., when he got 
| word last week and publicly an- 


nounced it to the audience, thanking 
them for ‘making this possible.’ 


Schoedsack at Metro 
Preparing Orient Film 








Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

| Ernest A. Schoedsack has started 

preliminary work at Metro on a 

color feature backgrounded in East 

Indie., and will head an expedition 

to the Orient to do the filming. 
Merian C. Cooper will produce. 


Gertrude Michael BIP’s 


goes to Eng- 








Gertrude Michael 
land for the lead in ‘The Card’ for 
| British International Pictures. 

She plans to leave around Sept. 15 
to arrive in London by Oct. 1, when 


cameras are skeded to roll. 


CHAR SCHISM IN 
EXHIRS’ RANKS 


Rental Fights, Film-Buying 
Strikes, Distributors’ Ap- 
athy Among Other Ele- 
ments Widening Breach 
in Conciliation Efforts 


—_——--~+ 


MORE SUITS? 





The Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America is now on the great- 
est uphill fight of its career. After 
more than a year of concerted ef- 
fort to obtain agreement on 10 
specific trade practice proposals, in- 
cluding a system of conciliation, the 
hope for further progress appears 
dubious in the face of distributor 
apathy and possible widening of re- 
lations over rental fights, film-buying 
strikes and other agitation. 

Inveighing sharply against the dis- 
tributors early last spring at its 
Miami convention, the MPTOA set 
out to get more than the stray bones 
that had been tossed the barking dog 
prior to that time, but so far it’s 
been an uphill fight. Distributors 
who previously had appeared will- 
ing to consider conciliation and other 
things have started seriously ignor- 


ing the entire matter. This has 
roused Ed L. Kuykendall, MPTOA 


president, to the charge that ‘some 
of the self-styled friends of the in- 
dependent exhibitor, who slyly tried 
to undermine the organization’s pro- 
gram, are gleefully celebrating 
failure of the MPTOA to make head- 
way with certain proposals.’ 

In addition to veicing demands for 
complete acceptance of the so-called 
10-point program, taking in concilia- 
tion boards and other proposals, the 
MPTOA at convention time in March 
declared itself stoutly against radio 
broadcasting. The special commit- 
tee set up to battle this competitive 
ogre, headed by Walter Vincent, 
himself a chain operator and chair- 
man of the board of Republic Pic- 
tures at the time, now president, 
held a couple meetings (though none 
with representative exhibitors) and 
hasn’t been heard from _s since. 
While leading operators throughout 
the country may insist that what 
was going to be done wasn’t done, 
Kuykendall in a report to MPTOA 
members, notes that ‘there’ has 
clearly been some improvement in 
the presentation of movie stars on 
the air and there is reason to be- 
lieve that the improvement in pres- 
entation from this point of view will 
continue.’ 


The Vincent committee has been 
generally secretive concerning its 
works and members of the MPTOA 
today are not being advised as to 
what's going on, Kuykendall inform- 
ing that the committee not at 
liberty to disclose all its ac- 
tivities. 


is 


of 


Stalling 
A lack of aggressiveness there in 
line with what the MPTOA body 
wanted at Miami, may in the opinion 
of leading members, be typical of a 
lack of real fight that keeps the 10- 


point program on a stalling basis. 
However, Kuykendall is riled suf- 
ficiently at the moment to threaten 
that unless the distributors loosen 
up, particularly as regards con- 
ciliation boards, the result sconer or 
later is going to be a series of 


spectacular anti-trust lawsuits, both 
by the Government and by in- 
dividual exhibitors. He decries the 
hardship that would follow, plus fat 
fees for lawyers. 

Metro is the single company that 
has lent the MPTOA any encourage- 





ment following the Miami conven- 
tion by responding to requests for 
additional consideration of trade 
'practice proposals. The others 
|haven’t been heard from since then. 
|} while Warner Bros. from the outset 
|refused to even listen 

From the minor coneessions 
| throw n the MPTOA last fall 


(Continued on page 52) 


and 


SS STYMIED 





en 8 


Mass Doubles 








Nantucket, R. L, Aug. 24. 

As in ‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) there is quite a sizable 
population of Portuguese fisher- 
men in the Cape Cod belt. 

But since the film’s general 
release, tourists have noticed 
that almost all of ’em are now 
trying to emulate Spencer 
Tracy in get-up. 


WARNERS ALSO 
TO EXTEND 
BRIT. PROD. 


London, Aug. 15. 
Jack Warner has cabled Irving 
Asher he will be over Oct. 1 to look 
at the studios at Teddington and 














WB’s scheduled list of 20 produc- 
tions for next year. 

For five years this expansion has 
been Irving Asher’s pet idea, and 
now that any of the Warner Bros. 
Hollywood stars will be more or 
less at the disposal of the English 
branch, activities at Teddington will 
assume larger proportions. 


FORMER STELLA DAY 





St. Louis, Aug, 24. 
Stella Riddle Talbot Campbell, 37, 


story rooming house window to es- 
cape a fire early Thursday (19) 
which caused one death and.-injuries 
to three others. Her husband, 
Charlies, broke right ankle when he 
followed her in jump. Both are in 
City Hospital. 

Mrs. Campbell, divorced wife of 
Frank Talbot, owner of oid Hippo- 
drome here, was convicted in 1935 
of fatally shooting Albert Franken- 
stein but was paroled by the bench 
from a sentence of one year in local 
Workhouse. A year ago she suffered 
severe burns when a 


asleep. 
Under name of Stella Day she was 
in silent films 





James Gleason Leaves 
RKO; in Rep’s ‘Manhattan’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

RKO did not take up the option 
on James Gleason following comple- 
tion of ‘40 Naughty Girls’ and 
pact as writer-producer-actor-direc- 
tor has lapsed. 

Gleason already is set for a fea- 
tured comedy role in Republic's 
‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round.’ 





Buck Jones Washes Up at 
U Aug. 31; to Columbia 


Hollywood, Aug, 24. 
Buck Jones is preparing to effect 


ihis switchover from Universal to 
Grand National Aug. 31 following 


completion 
Valley,’ his 


of ‘The Boss of Lonely 
bow-out for U. 


thunder star will ride ‘em 
Coronet and Columbia release. 


‘End’ Lads Click 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Mervyn LeRoy has handed per- 
; sonal playing tickets to Billy Halop 
and Bobbie Jordan, who came here 
for Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Dead End.’ 
LeRoy took over their pacts from 
Goldwyn, 


for 








HURT IN ST. L. FIRE 


ighted cigaret | 
ignited bed clothes when she fell | 


WB in London Legit Primarily For 
B.0., Says Wilk, and Not Just for Pix 


+> ee 
Distinctly in the legit field in Eng- 
land to make money as stage pro- 


ducers, Warner Bros. is not picking 
plays merely with filming in view, 
nor are plays being considered only 
if they might be suitable for Ameri- 


can exhibition or with a view to 
providing roles on the stage for 
Warners’ own screen talent. Jake 


Wilk, back from a six weeks’ trip to 
London to lay plans for WB legit 
production over there, declares no 
set policy in any of these connec- 
tions has been laid down by War- 


ners, 





| 


;} ments may figure. 


| England or on this side. 
| also, 


It is possible, however, that film 
talent from the Warner studio may 
go across to appear in plays in 


which WB is interested, if providing 
suitable parts, but there is no intent 
to fit the plays to Warner talent, 
either for appearance in them in 
Wilk adds, 


that there is no determination 


| to present on the stage in America 


all the plays that are done in Lon- 
don. He points out, moreover, that 
might be difficult since so many ele- 
Whether all of 


| the shows put on in London will be 


plan the proposed enlargement for | 


re-staged on this side and also made 
into pictures at the Warner studio 


; as a result is entirely dependent on 





one-time film actress, suffered a frac. | ‘Old 
tured spine in a leap from second} — 


these elements, 

It is also possible that none of the 
plays presented in London by War- 
ners in association with local Eng- 
lish producers will not be put into 
film on that side at Warners’ Ted- 
dington studios near London. One 
that certainly won't, under decision 
reached, is ‘George and Margaret.’ 

This play, now a hit in England, 
will be presented in New York this 
fall by Warners in association with 
John C. Wilson and may be filmed 
later on. 

While negotiations are in progress 
with various British legit producers, 
Warner Bros. has so far concluded 
deals for just two plays. These are 
Music,’ Keith Winter’s new 
play, which was done on the other 
side by Gilbert Miller and opened 
last week. Another is ‘Hide and 
Seek,’ by Guy Bolton, in which 
Warners is interested with Lee 
Ephraim. This is scheduled for the 
Hippodrome, London, in September. 

Russell Medcraft, who has been 
associated with Warner production 
at the Teddington studios, has been 
placed in charge of legit interests 
for WB in London, He is an Ameri- 
can playwright and is perhaps best 
known for ‘Cradle Snatchers,’ a hit 





his | 


of several years back. 

Warners has determined on no set 
number of plays for this season in 
London, according to Wilk, nor will 
there be any exclusive tieups with 
producers as associates. The film 
company is open to legit productfon 


| deals for England with any of the 


men engaged in that field over there, 


LACHMAN YEARNS TO 
_ RETURN TO ENGLAND 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Harry Lachman, has directing deal 
washed up at Columbia, has gone off 
to the Columbia river to fish for 








, anything but pictures. 
On his return Lachman plans to 


resume negotiations for his return 


ito Paris and London where he di- 


With the new setup, the thud-and- | 


rected before being brought 
|Hollywood by Sidney R. Kent 


to 





Grand National Hypoes 
Scripts for Big Push 


Hollywood, Aug. 24 
With eight shooting scripts com- 
pletec and half a dozen more being 
written, Grand National is preparing 
for full speed ahead in order to com- 
plete its 65-picture feature program 
Among writers now on the lot are 
Betty Laidlaw and Robert Lively, 
teamed; Albert J. Cohen, Hans 
Kralty, Edmund Kelso, Carroll Gra- 
ham, Ray Schrock, Bennett Cohn 
and John Krafft. 
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Lefty Goes In for Exploitation 
In a Big Way, and Is He Sorry! 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., Aug. 24. 





Dear Joe: 2é 

These press departments sure make an indie exhibitor feel important. 
I bet I get as much mail from them as the guy that runs Radio City. 
They're always sending me a bunch of books and fanflets telling me what 
a wow their product is...but I never get their product. And I haven't 
caught up to their last year’s blurbs. 

I was talking over things with the kid, Vic, and he told me to do busi- 
ness I should get good pictures. 
been telling me since I got this joint. He Sez you should go after exploita- 
tion; that’s why the picture people get out all those books that costs them 
ihousands of dollars. Well, I figured that maybe Aggie and me are a little 
old-fashioned and a little old-timey and that this kid may be right be- 
cause he has what they call new blood in his veins. 

Sc I makes a special trip to the exchange and after a lot of talk you’d 
imagine I was trying to sell them insurance or something instead of buy- 
ing pictures from them. They finally sed Okay for a late picture. They 
give me ‘I Met Him In Paris’ and they sent a flock of books how to ex- 
ploit it. Well, I goes hook, line and sinker for it. When Aggie saw all 
the stuff I was doing she said, ‘What are you trying to be—a midget Billy 
Rose?’ It’s the way she sez things that makes me sore. All I can say back 
4o her is, ‘Let me attend to the management and you attend to the cash.’ 
And she sez, ‘What cash?’ Well, there ain't no answeg to that except to 
give her a look and scram. dah 

Me and Vic goes to see the newspaper editor. Well, in the exploitation 
stuff they have a lot of guff all printed out for you...all you gotta do is 
io fill out the name of the theatre and the date and give it to the news- 
papers to run. 

Well, this guy that runs the paper here, who I think hates show people, 
runs the stuff the way I give it to him, and instead of the name of the 
theatre and the date, which Vic forgot to fill in, just puts it in like this, 
‘] Met Him In Paris,’ opening——at the——Theatre,’ etc., etc... . Can you 
beat that? 

Then the exploitation sheet sed to ‘Run a ski jump in summer, which 
would be a big novelty. All it needs is a hillside (which we practically 
have on the Main St.) and a few bales of straw. Straw is a perfect surface 
for skiing.’ Well, Joe, we have everything set, and the town guys think 
we're nuts. Vic and I throw straw all over the hill and then find out 
there’s only one pair of skiis in the town, which are owned by a guy who 
didn’t want to loan ’em to us. Well, I gave him five minutes of fast talk 
and get him. I made him the referee, gave him a whistle and a badge, 
and did he go for it! 

Everything was set and the first guy that gets on the skiis, falls, and 
sprains his ankle. His uncle is a lawyer so he immediately pulled a law- 
suit on me. But me and Aggie went up to see the guy’s father and mother 
and we put on Camille for them. I did a white ‘Uncle Tom’—you know, 
“You can, save my body, but the theatre belongs to the bankers.’ They’re 
not bad guys so we put in the fix for a season pass for the family—not 
good on Saturdays, Sundays or Holidays. And we promised the guy five 
free dancing lessons when his foot gets better. And to top it off the town 


wanted to lock me up for throwing straw all over the main hill of the 


town. It nearly made a nervous wreck outa me. 

The picture did a good business, but I had it on with the Schmeling- 
Louis fight pictures so I don’t know which one did the business. Aggie 
sed a good way to exploit the fight pictures is to punch all the customers 
in the nose as they walk in—she was just being her sarcastic self. She is 
plenty sour on the picture business, and if things go good this fall, I think 
I'll give her a vacation and get a young girl in the box office—if Aggie 
will let me. 

I had an aeroplane picture for the first two days; they're all the same 
stories, but with different ships. They ought to try the old ships with a 
new story. It would be a change, anyway. It sure was a saddie, they all 
come out crying, but I had the boxoffice closed so they couldn't get their 
dough back, if that’s what they were crying about. 

That's about all. Give my best to the boys and the girls and tell ’em I 
said ‘47th St. and Broadway on a rainy day, without a route and a sick 
agent, has got being an exhibitor beat a mile.’ ... SEZ 

Your pal, 
LEFTY. 


P. S—Paul Gerard Smith sez, ‘A contract is a confession of mutual 
doubt.’ 


WB’S ‘NATIONAL TRADE DERR TURNING OUT 
SHOWS’ ON THIS WEEK FOUR FOR MONOGRAM 


Private screenings of new season's 
Warner features, shorts and trailers 











Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
E. B. Derr will make four pictures 


I told him that’s what my customers have | 


were held Monday (23) and yester- 
day (Tuesday) for exhibitors, buyers 
and others in 32 cities in the U. S. 
afd Canada, showings being in thea- 
tres or elsewhere. The keys included 
but one Canadian city, Toronto, due 
to lack of enough prints to go 
around. Seven other points in 
Canada will hold the screenings dur- 
ing the coming week. 

In New York WB held its ‘na- 
lional trade exhibit’ at the New Am- 
sterdam theatre roof. On Monday 
company screened ‘Varsity Show’ 
and ‘That Certain Woman, while 
yesterday (Tuesday) three features 
were shown, ‘Back in Circulation, 
‘It's Love I’m After’ and ‘Emile 
Zola. In other spots Warners is 
also screening ‘Confession,’ this one 
being dropped from the New York 
exhibit because it is current at the 
Sirand. 

Joe Bernhard, Warner Bros. the- 
atre head, called all his zone man- 
agers into New York Monday (23) 
for conferences with himself and 
h.o. executives to discuss coming 
season's plans, buying, etc. Those in 
addition to Bernhard sitting in on 
the confabs included Clayton Bond, 
Ed Hinchy, Nat Fellman, 


Phelps, Abel Vigard, Harry Rosen- 
quest, Herman Maier and Frank 
Cahill, all attached to theatre head- 
guarters in New York. 


Zone chieftains called in were 
Jimmie Coston (Chicago), Nai 
Wolf (Cleveland), I J. Hoffman 


‘(New Haven), Don Jacocks ‘(New- | 


Harry | 
Goldberg, Stewart McDonald, Frank | 


on the current Monogram program 
under a pact signed with Scott R. 
Dunlap, Mono v.p. and executive 
producer. 

First of the series will be ‘Wolf 
Call,’ from the Jack London story, 
skeded for release Nov. 15. Following 
that Derr will produce ‘Call of the 
Yukon,’ also by London; ‘My Old 
Kentucky Home,’ by Hugh W. Prince, 
and ‘The County Fair,’ by Felice 
Hepburn. 





Laurie Douglas’ App. Op. 
Oklahoma City, Aug. 24. 

Douglas Johnston Smith left ‘Stage 
Door’ . (RKO-Hepburn), to come 
home to Oklahoma City for an ap- 
pendix operation. 

She is contracted to 
tures as Laurie Douglas. 


RKO Pic- 





ark), Moe Silver (Albany), Ted 
Schlanger (Philly), Harry Kalmine 
(Pittsburgh), John Payette (Wash- 
ington), Herb Copelan (Atlantic 
City) and Howard Waugh (Mem- 
phis). 


_—_— 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
Warner Bros, took over the Dear- 
born here for la.t night and tonight 
(23-24) to preview six WB pictures. 
First time in years that any com- 
pany has made such a move in Chi- 


cago. Pictures to be run are ‘Con- 
fession,’ ‘Varsity Show,’ ‘It’s Love 
I'm After, ‘That Certain Woman’ 


and ‘Zola.’ 





Childbirth Film 


Bill Skikboll, wha has.a chain of 
independent theatres in the Cleve- 
land territory, a brother of. Jack H. 
Skirbol} of Educational, has ac- 
quired distribution rights to ‘Birth 
of a Baby’ which purports to screen 
actual birth for the first time. Pic- 
ture is presented by the American 
Committee on Maternal Welfare, 
Inc., representing various medical 
and other associations, and has also 
been approved by the American 
Medica! Ass'n. 

‘Birth of Baby’ may be specially 
shown in New York first on a re- 
served seat basis. 


UNION STYMIES 
FIRING 2 IN 
PHILLY 





Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 

Two Philly exchanges got their 
initial taste during the past week of 
the powers of organized labor. Both 
tried to fire members of the new 
Film Exchange Employes Union and 
both found they no can do. Grand 
National wanted to let out a booker, 
while Hollywood wanted to get rid 
of a shipper. Union declared insuf- 
ficient proof of incompetency was 
offered. 


House employes, although almost 
90° organized, have been going slow 
in making demands because of ab- 
sence of guiding light, international 
organizer, Lou Krause, in Seattle. 
Scale now being formulated and ex- 
pected to be presented in about two 
weeks. 


Ed Burke Ries Out, 
Otherwise Roxy as Is 
When 20th Takes Over 


Except for certain changes to be 


of Howard S. Cullman, as trustee, in 
the operation of the Roxy, N. Y., 
the management of that theatre will 
remain undisturbed when 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox takes over control of the 
house next week (1). F. & M. Stage- 
shows will operate for 20th-Fox, and 
which through Artco, has been op- 
erating the theatre under Cullman 
these past several years already has 
begun to ‘consolidate its overhead 
expenses preparatory to the ending 
of the theatre’s 77b situation. 


Among the first steps to be taken, 
is the consolidating of the positions 
of managing drector and house man- 
ager. Accordingly, Edward Burke, 
manager of the theatre for the past 
several years, will retire beginning 
Sept. 2. Irving Lesser, managing. di- 
rector, continues. 

The deal under which F. & M. 
Stageshows will operate for 20th is 
for a term of years, but 20th is safe- 
guarded. it is understood, by an 
employment cancellation clause for 
cause. 

F.& M. Stageshows will receive a 
nominal fee for its services in con- 
nection with the 
iheatre. 

Recently the stage show costs were 
upped in order to. provide greater 
quality on that end, but the amount 
of the rise is not detailed. As far 
as known no change in the current 
policy or b.o. scale is contemplated 
under the new regime. Jack Part- 
ington will continue to supervise for 
F. & M. 


Monogram’s New Issue 


Washington, Aug. 24. 

Registration for over 650,000 shares 
of $1 par stock was sought from the 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
Monday (23) by Monogram Pictures. 

Application covers 360,586 shares 
of outstanding paper as well as °300.- 
834 pieces which will be registered 
whenever issued. 


Beery Settles Tax Claim 


Washington, Aug. 24. 
Tax scrap between the Treasury 
and Wallace Beery was settled Mon- 
day (23) with stipulation under 
which screen star agreed to pay $866 
on @ claim of $2.498 for ineome tax 





deficiency for 1933. 


operation of the | 


—-—_—> 


Hollywood Runaround 


By Radie Harris 





Hellywood, Aug. 24 

Freddie Bartholomew, who has been spending most of his Hollywood 
career in court battles sinec his arrival here three years ago, was being 
questioned the other day about his latest suit with Metro re a salary tilt, 

‘What is the opposing counse] like this time?’ Rowland Leigh wanted 
to know. 

‘Oh, he’s a delightful man,’ retorted Freddie. ‘He really couldn't be 
kinder. As a matter of fact, I do believe this is the nicest suit I’ve ever 
been in!’ 

Movie-ing Alcng 

Now that Mrs. Jock Whitney has exhausted her test-making for Selznick. 
International, she is going through the same procedure for Mervyn LeRoy, 

The reason that Arthur Beckhart tried out Ernest Pascal’s play ‘Amer. 
ican Primitive’ at Santa Barbara last week was because Emanuel Cohen 
wanted to see it as a picture possibility for the one starrer Gary Cooper 
owes Major Productions. 

Clarence Brown, who bought the screen rights to ‘Benefits Forgot’ years 
ago, and has been hoarding it in mothballs until he could find the right 
actress to play the character lead, has finally found her in the person of 
Beulah Bondi. Picture will go into production as soon as Miss Bondi 
finishes her current chore, “The Buckaneer’ (Par.). 

David Hertz, the new white-haired scribe on the Goldwyn lot, has been 
loaned at a very fancy figure to Walter Wanger to author the next Charles 
Boyer vehicle, “The Great Illusionist.’ Hertz is also author of ‘Miles from 
Heaven,’ play dealing with the life of William Hirschell, in which Walter 
Huston debuts in the title role at the Lobero theatre (30). 

Although Claudette Colbert had a verbal agreement with Warner Bros, 
that she could have her Paramount cameraman, Charles Lang, handle 
the photography on ‘Tovarich, he was fired without her consent after 
picture had been in production for three weeks. In order to reinstate 
him, Miss Colbert had to relinquish two weeks of her own salary—the 
first time on record that a star of Miss Colbert’s calibre was forced into 
such a position. 

First assignment for Fred Finkelhoffe and John Monks, on loanout to 
RKO from Selznick International, will be to revamp Wilson Collison’s 
‘The Mad Miss Manton,’ tale of a girl detective, to suit the personality 
of Katharine Hepburn. 

Now that Darryl Zanuck is immortalizing ‘Old Chicago’ for the 
screen, he will turn his attention next to a saga of the Suez canal, with 
Jean Hersholt playing the role of Dr. Lessep, its famous builder. 

Mary Brian planes to New York (31) to discuss with Briscoe Goldsmith 
the possibility of doing a play on Broadway this season. 

All the gals whose favorite indoor sport is changing their telephone 
numbers every other week, should be interested to know that Norma 
Shearer has had the same number ever since she moved into her Santa 
Monica beach house five years ago. 

Although a staff of writers is burning the midnight oil trying to think 
up an original angle for Mae West's next picture (Major), the lady here- 
self is sticking to her usual custom of writing her own script and, if she 
has her way, she will play the part of ‘Madamoiselle Fifi,’ with a French 
accent and plenty of oo-la-la. Et comment! 

When 15-year-old Scotty Fitzgerald heard that Helen Hayes was going 
to play Portia in ‘The Merchant of Venice’ at special matinees during her 
road tour of ‘Victoria Regina,’ she exclaimed, ‘Oh, how cute!’ Whereupon 
Miss Hayes exclaimed, ‘There goes my first criticism!’ 

Thisa and Thata 

Ina Claire, here to test for the Lucile Watson role in ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter’ (Warners), is house guest of George Cukor. 

Andre Charlot is plotting a revue with talent culled: from the Holly. 
wood ranks. Show will debut here and then head for Broadway. 

Eve Sully and Jesse Block train back to New York (26) to close their 
apartment at the Century before returning permanently to the gold in 
them thar Beverly Hills. 5 

Rosalind Russell is dusting off the welcome mat for the arrival of her 
brother-in-law, Chet La Roche. who checks in Sept. 1 to launch the new 
Packard show. 

Garson Kanin, being groomed ior a production berth by Sam Goldwyn, 
has obtained a temporary leave of absence to return to Broadway next 
month to direct Dory Shary’s first play, ‘Violence.’ 

Patsy Ruth Miller’s brother, Winston, and Niven and Noe! Bush’s sister, 
Beatrice, will soon merge. , 

Arthur Richman and Edwin Justin Mayer, who. have travelled all over 
Europe, have decided it’s about time they saw their own country—so they 
are motoring east, stopping off at-all points of interest en route. On their 
arrival in New York, they will recunerate at Mayer’s farm near Flem- 
ington, N. J. 

Walker-ing Into It 

Stuart Walker was walking on the Paramount lot. the other day when 
he encountered a fellow-producer. who greeted him. with, ‘You're making 
B pictures now, aren’t you?’ 

‘Yes, and the only difference between you and me is that I know it,’ 
was his retort. 
‘ Scenes in a Day 

Jimmy Stewart, Genevieve Tobin, Walter Huston, Nan Sunderland, 
Nancy Carroll, Ben Wasson, Florence Rice, Barbara O'Neill, Lynn Riggs, 
Harmon Nelson, Rosalie Stewart. Gladys Unger, Beulah Bondi, Robert 
Montgomery, Madge Evans end Una Merkel applauding Grant Withers’ 
performance in ‘American Primitive’...Helen Gahagan, in a flame metallic 
evening gown with floor-length ermine wrap, taking a bow at the Holly- 
wood Bowl, even though an infected throat prevented her from singing... 
Ella Logan, Benny Rubin, Sybil Jason, the Sam Briskins, Claire Dodd, 
Phillip Reed, Car! Laemmle, Jr.. the Walter Woolf Kings, Larry Blake, 
the Stanley Bergermans, Judy Garland, Jules and Phillip Epstein at Sun- 
day night's charity benefit at the Uplifters’ Club...John King, Frances 
Robinson, Barbara Reed. Robert Wilcox and Marc Lachmann forming & 
gay group at Louis Prima’s ..Al Jolson, Virginia Field, Michael Whalen 
and Royer among the ringsiders at the wrestling matches. ..Margaret 
Sullavan taking care of six weeks old Brooke Hayward, on nurse’s day out, 
and proving a very capable substitute...Helen Hayes, an interested visitor 
on the Fred Astaire and Herbert Marshall sets, and very glad she is now 
‘outside looking in’...Marjorie Gateson posing fora portrait study by the 
American artist, Anna Wilson. .Cal Cool, the Johnny Mercers, Elizabeth 
Patterson and Mary McCall. Jr.. dropping in on Bette Davis at her beach 
shack in Carpinteria, but unable to persuade her to join them at Santa 
Barbara... Bette’s rest cure includes ‘lights out’ at 10 p. m....Helen West- 
ley, Spring Byington, Blanche Yurka, Muriel Hutchinson, Erin O”Brien- 
Moore, Ernest Cossart and Will Hays making the Cho‘onn Elwsee look like 
a bit of little old New York. 





| Paris ‘Scandal’ Rolls 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
| ‘City Hall Scandal’ got under way 

Buffalo. Aug. 24 at Paramount with a cast composed 
Salvatore Ensalaco, known in pic- | of Evelyn Brent, John Barrymore, 
‘tures as Anthony Orlando. forme: /Lynne Overman, Charles Bickford, 
local football star. was locked up in Barvey Eapnens, <. bop a oer 
lial) here on complaint of 4 Barlowe Borland, Cecil Cunningha 
divorced wife charged with abandon- page oy a gar enere 
ing his two children two years ago oe ee 
| Following a Buffalo divorce in 1933 
| Ensalaco went to California where 
ihe played small gangster roles. 
| He came here with his second: wife 
jat the invitation of his first to get 
‘his children and take them back: to 


Orlando's Alimony Jam 








Hollywood. When he arrived, os 
was arrested’ on his former wiles 


complaint and obtained his free dom 
on bail after agreeing to pay $! 
immediately and $8 a week fe! t 
support of his children. 
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| REVERSE GIVEAWAYS HURT 





Producers and Directors Clash 
Over Labor Setup; Zanuck Calls 
Them ‘Creative Artists’; Tells Why 


+ 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
that there are essential 
differences between directors, who 
are creative artists, unit managers 
directors, the major 
film producers this week found 
themselves deadlocked with the 
former who seek a contract govern- 
ine working conditions. 

With Darryl F. Zanuck as spokes- 
man, the producers offered to nego- 
tiate separate agreements, dealing 
with the directors alone and with 
assistant directors and unit managers 
similarly. 

Statement issued by Zanuck re- 
flects the studied opinion not only of 
20th-Fox, but also of Metro, Colum- 
bia. Warners, RKO, Samuel Gold- 
wyn, Selznick, Universal and Walter 
Wanger. 

Zanuck drew a broad line of de- 
marcation, holding that on the set 
in making pictures, the view of the 
director may clash with that of his 
assistant or the unit manager. The 
director, he pointed out, represents 
the artistic and creative force while 
the others represent studio manage- 
ment on the physical and financial 
side; in other words, to put a halter 
on the director when occasion 
arises. 


Holding 


and assistant 


Reasons for Halt 


Inclusion of the two conflicting 
groups in one organization was held 
to be illogical and is defensible 
solely on the ground that such an 
arrangement would give the direc- 
tors greater numerical strength, it 
being assumed that the directors 
would dominate any group with 
which they are affiliated. 

Another point brought out by 
Zanuck was that by the nature and 
importance of their status in the biz, 
character of service performed, au- 
thority exercised and rate of earn- 
ing, the directors cannot plead ‘in- 
equality of bargaining power’ as de- 
fined in the Wagner act. Also, the 
producers fear they may lose con- 
trol of film finances and costs should 
the unit managers tie up themselves 
with a group having opposite inter- 
ests, yet far outnumbering them. 

Jack L. Warner and E, J. Mannix 
are the other members of the pro- 
ducers’ committee, while Screen Di- 
rectors Guild is represented by How- 
ard Hawks, chairman; John Ford and 
Edward Sutherland. 

Zanuck, as chairman of the pic- 
ture producers’ committee, sent the 


following letter to the negotiating 
committee of the Screen Directors 
Guild: 


To Messrs. Howard Hawks, John 
Ford, Edward Sutherland. 
Gentlemen: 

In regard to the suggestion that 
the motion picture producers enter 
into negotiations with a proposed 
guild or union consisting of direc- 
tors, unit managers, and assistant 
directors, the following memoran- 
dum states the position unanimously 
reached by producers representing 
the following studios: 

Columbia Pictures Corp. 

First National Pictures, Inc. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corp. 

Paramount Pictures, Inc. 

RKO-Radio Pictures, Inc. 

Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corp. 


Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., Ltd. 
: Selznick. International Pictures, 
ne 
Universal Pictures Company, Inc. 
Walter Wanger Productions, Inc. 
Warner Brothers Pictures, Inc. 
1. The producers will enter into 


negotiations with the directors in an 
attempt to establish a long term con- 
tract or code governing the relations 
of , the directdrs and the producers. 

2. The producers will enter into 
negotiations with a group consisting 
of unit managers, and assistant di- 
rectors, either under the terms of 
the National Labor Relations Act, if 
applicable, or independently thereof. 
in an aitempt to agree upon work- 
ing terms and conditions. 

. The producers will not negotiate 
an agreement with a guild or union 
the membership of which shall con- 
sist of directors, together with unit 
managers and assistant directors. 

Some of the reasons which have 
“pelled the producers to reach the 
(Continued on page 29) 








SAG Questionnaire 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Questionnaires are being 
mailed out to all members of 
the Screen Actors Guild ask- 
ing details of earnings, special 
abilities, ete. 

Information is to be compiled 
for ready references for the 
benefit of studios. 

















SAG DRIVE ON 
EX-PIXITES 
MYSTIFIES 


Several legit actors in New York, 
formerly in films, have received no- 
tice from the Screen Actors Guild 
on the Coast instructing them to join 
the organization. Understood at 
least a dozen persons got such no- 
tice, several of them replying they 
are no longer in pix but will willing- 
ly join the Guild if and when they 
return. Believed the others have 
taken similar action. So far as is 
known none have heard anything 
further in the matter. 

Queried on the subject, Mrs. Flo- 
rence Marston, eastern representa- 
tive, said she knew nothing of any 
such action by the Guild’s Coast of- 
fice. While unable to express any 
official opinion in the matter, she 
said sending of such communications 
by the SAG office in Hollywood was 
probably due to a misunderstanding. 
Guild has no intention of trying to 
force actors not in pix to join its 
ranks, she explained, out that prob- 
ably through the fact that the play- 
ers’ names are still on studio or 
agent lists on the Coast they were 
included in the routine communica- 
tion. Answer, such as sent by the 
various players, that they are not at 
present in films, wo'!d probably end 
the matter, she ae 

be 

Importance oi oe experienced 
legitimate players for principal roles 
in pictures made in the New York 
area is being counted on as a lev- 
erage by Screen Actors Guild to 
swing any doubtful eastern studios 
into line. Survey just completed by 
SAG office in New York shows that 
the type of player being used in 
principal roles nearly always is an 
Actor Equity member. With a work- 
ing arrangement between the Guild 
and Equity, which extends to full 
cooperation on members, the pre- 
dominance of Equity members in the 
leading roles may carry some weight 
when SAG attempts to assert its 
claims for extras in the east. 

While the peak of drive for Guild 
members probably will not’ be 
reached until after all eastern studios 
are in full swing next month, con- 
versations between Kenneth Thom- 
son, secretary of SAG, and Robert 
Miller, official with Wilding Co. on 
the Coast, paves the way for signa- 
turing virtually all leading commer- 
cial-industrial film producers to the 
Guild basic scale agreement. Under- 
standing with 
that Jam Handy, 
soon will fall in 
bright also for 
‘March of Time.’ 


SWG Totals 455 


Holivwood, Aug. 24. 

After a good deal of speculation, 
officers of Screen Writers Guild 
canvassed the membership and dis- 
covered the total tu be 455. 

Total of 15 new applications are 
pending, according to Prezy Charles 
Brackett 


Caravel and Audio 
‘ine, with prospects 
agreement with 
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FATE PIX IX INSTEAD: NY. Ops Wage Tilt Demands May 
OF FREE ISHES, Ferce Arbitration; Empire Starts 





Hinterland Merchants’ Cuffo 


chandise Marts—Pix Are 
Old but It Hurts the Local 
Exhibs 


——-—— 


GROWING PRACTICE 


A practice that has been 


and is now becoming 


common in the smaller communities 
of the west and south is the giving | 
of free film shows 
sponsored by 


means of 


and then | 


merchants 


now 


local as a 
hypoing business. It is} 
causing considerable concern 
operators of theatres even if the 
gratis screening are located in very 
small towns which have no theatres. 

Where this occurs, not infrequent- 
ly such towns or villages may be 
only 10 or 15 miles away from one 
in which an exhibitor operates. His 
business is impaired, according to 
the complaint, because his towns- 
folks and customers are not loath to 
travel up to 20 miles or more to see 
a picture free. 

Because of various restrictions, the 
merchants who put on the Annie- 
oakley shows usually book product 
that is old and, in most cases, has 
gone entirely through circulation. 
However, because the shows are 
free, people generously patronize 
them to the detriment of new pic- 
tures that are playing in the same 
town or not far distant. 
element misses a lot of pictures 
when they come to the theatres in 
their towns, so even if what’s booked 
to be given away at the box office 
is a year or two old, it still doesn’t 
matter, 

The merchants in the smaller 
communities have hit upon the idea 
of free shows as a means of bring- 
ing people to town and on the 
nights when these exhibitions are 
put on, all stores and other places 
of business remain open later than 
usual. 

Merchants all chip in, according 
to their number, for the film that 
has to be booked. They figure that 
in the long run their ‘bit’ to pro- 
vide the free shows is more than 
returned by the increase in store 
or other sales on such evenings. The 
chip runs to under $1 per merchant 
in many cases. 

Any place where the pictures may 
be projected, indoors or 
rented for the showing and the fact 
advertised. 

It’s a case of reversing the dishes 
giveaways to sell pictures by giving 
away film in order to get people to 


among 


buy dishes, foodstuffs, hardware, 
drinks, gasoline, and everything 
else a small or medium-size town 
sells, 





The farmer | 


Films to Ballyhoo Mer-) 





growing | 


surprisingly | 





out, is |} 





Picketing Again; Theatres Confab 





New Twist 





Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Bill Harrigan claims the most 
original role in a picture since 
he created the role of ‘The 
Great God Brown.’ He plays the 
part of a football coach in one 
of the current film footballers 
and sends in a substitute who 
wins the game in the last three 
minutes of play, instead of the 
last 30 seconds. 


NY. EXCHANGES 
10-45% WAGE 
INCREASES 


Increases ranging from 10% up to 
a high of 45% are specified under an 














| agreement reached with eight major 


exchanges in New York by the newly 
created Film Exchange Employees 
Union, Local B-51, which, with the 
majors closed up, is preparing to 
open negotiations with all independ- 
ent distributors within the next 
week. 

Following agreements in Los An- 
geles and Chicago, remaining ex- 
change centers not closed, plans will 
be laid for a national organization to 
govern under the jurisdiction of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees. The IATSE is ex- 
pected to issue a charter to the na- 
tional organization that will combine 
all the local exchange union units in 
the 32 branch keys. 

In unionization of the eight major 
N. Y. exchanges, the agreement 
reached affects approximately 400 
members of the union. Under the 
terms of the deal, the minimum for 
any exchange worker will be $24 
weekly for day workers, $26 for night 
workers, and a top of $88 for other 
employees. The length of the con- 
tract has not been set, this being up 
to the IATSE for future agreement 
with the distributors, but it will be 
at least two years, according to the 
understanding. 

Committee negotiating the contract 
with Metro, Paramount, RKO, 20th- 
Fox, United Artists, Universal, War- 
ner Bros. and Columbia consisted of 
Joseph D. Basson, president of Local 
306, Moving Picture Machine Opera- 
tors of New York; Frank Ruddock, 
v. p. of the operators, and John Gat- 
ley of the I. A, 








the Guild officials is | 


Continuing to organize the white 
‘collar help of the industry, the CIO 
lon Friday (20) concentrated on 
|Loew’s home-office help in N. Y. 
|Representatives of the CIO Book- 


i|keepers, Stenographers and Ac-| 
countants Union, Local 16, dis- | 
tributed pamphlets to Loew's office 


workers urging the latter to join the 
cIo. 

The Loew workers were contacted 
as they were leaving the company 
offices during the lunch hour. 
ously the CIO circularized 
mount, Universal and Columbia, and 
it has been explained by the CIO 
that the drive will continue until 
| the workers of the 
‘firms are union-enrolled 
The CIO reps have 





offered no 


-Previ- | 
Para- | 


industry's 12} 





(10 Drive on White Collar Help 
In Film Companies Home-Offices 


jcomment thus far regarding the ex- 
jtent of their plans in the current 
|drive or the extent of success they 
might be achieving therein. 





Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
| Preparations are active in the 
| Committee for 
| tion for a drive to organize 


| workers into a vertical union. 


film 


| moved its headquarters from down- 
town Los Angeles to Hollywood. 
More than 
CIO members have 
| by membership 


groups headed by 





Because of an unprecedented in- 
crease demanded by the operators in 
New York for 
revealed at a meeting 
held Monday 


the matter 


Greater the coming 


year, with 
managers 
(23), 


to arbitration. 


afternoon 
may ultimately go 
In the event of a dis- 
agreement, such a finality is provided 
for under the seven-year ~:cognition 
ached with the 
last summe! 


arrangement 1 booth- 


men considerable 


atter 
and 
the managers for 
terms to cover the year from Sept. 
1, Local 306, Moving Picture Ma- 
chire Operators of New York, laid 
down scales that amounted to a 48% 
increase over what booths are now 
paying. Demand for such a large 
boost left the Greater New York 
theatre managers. stunned, with 
predictions subsequently made that 


trouble, discord threats, 


Approaching 


unless these demands are greatly 
modified, arbitration will be inevit- 
able. 


Scales vary greatly . 


Ww according 
to theatres, 


but average around $65 
for de luxers and $55 for other 
houses, without overtime. Booth 
costs for a large first run house are 
running to between $800 and $900 
weekly, exclusive of the overtime 
which begins to apply after 30 hours 
in most instances. Local 306 is de- 
clared to be satisfied with the work- 
ing conditions, its demands under a 
new one year’s deal being based on 
scale only. 

At Monday afternoon’s meeting, 
held at C. C. Moskowitz’'s office at 
Loew headquarters, those attending 
included Major L. E. Thompson for 
RKO, Robert M. Weitman for Para- 
mount, Frank Phelps (WB), Irving 
Lesser in behalf of the Roxy, John 
Wright for the Rivoli, and Al Reid, 
representing the Si Fabian circuit. 
No one was on hand for the Skouras 
Bros. or Radio City Music Hall. 

Coincident with beginning of par- 
leys on new operator scales, the em- 
battled Empire union began picket- 
ing all downtown theatres Friday 
night (20) in resumption of what 
looks like another rivalry war with 
306. Emp operators are confined 
mostly to the booths of the Springer 
& Cocalis circuit, one of the largest 
in Greater New York, and for years 
now has withstood efforts to Local 
306 to absorb it. 

In addition to facing operator diffi- 
culties, the managers have the New 
York stage hands of Local No, 1 ‘> 
deal with. The situation with the 
stage boys is 1ewhat different. 
Originally, in 'ad times, they had 
taken a cut of 15° in de luxe houses 
and 1242% in others. In view of this 
cut the managers last spring offered 
both the N. Y. and Brooklyn locals 
an increase of 18° for de luxers and 
15% for other theatres, to be paid 
one-third then, one-third more this 
September, and thé remaining one- 
third September, 1938. Brooklyn ac- 
cepted and has been getting the one- 
third boost since last March, but N. 
Y. turned the proposal down at that 
time. Now, the managers are offer- 
ing the N. Y. hands a 6% increase 
this Sentember. another 6% Septem- 
ber, 1938, and 6% in September, 1939, 
for de luxers, and 5-5-5% for other 
houses the same way. Local No. 1 
has indicated it will inform its body 
of this offer. 


Church Pickets ‘Ecstasy’ 
So Manager Changes Pic 
Chicago, Aug. 24. 





Industrial Organiza- | 
In- | 


j itial definite step came when CIO | 


3.000 applications for 
been picked up 


Hamlin 
|} members 


theatre was picketed by 
of the Holy Name Society 
of St. Mel’s Catholic church on Sun- 
day (22) in protest against the show- 
ing of ‘Ecstasy.’ 

Police arrived for an investita- 
| tion a few minutes after picketing 
| started, but Mser. F. A. Purcell, 
pastor of the church. had already 
conferred with Morris A. Saltin, 
| theatre manager, who said he didn’t 


| William Dalrymple, Donald Larkin | know there was anvthing objection- 


and Ralph Bickell. Overtures have 


been made to the office workers to | 


form the spearhead of the drive. 


able about the picture, and agreed 


Picketeers then dis=- 


| 
to substitute 


persed. 


fee. 


) 


a 
ue 
B 
4 
a 
& 





~ oe 


we Vs 





or 


yen pe 





8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 











Wednesday, August 25, 1937 











Melody’ with $36,000, ‘Stella’ 
27146, Easy L. A. Tops; ‘Artists 
Models’ H. 0. Another Nifty 166 


—— + 


Los Angeles, Aug. 24. 

Several bright spots in town cur- 
rently, with most of the rest of the | 
field holding its own. Particularly 
outstanding are ‘Broadway Melody 
of 1938’ at the day-date State and/| 
Chinese, with a smash $36,000 com-} 
bined take in sight, and ‘Stella| 
Dallas. at the day-date Warner) 
houses, likely headed for hot $27,500. | 

‘Artists and Models’ continues 
strong in second week at the Para- 
mount. while continued first run of 
‘Topper’ at the United Artists and| 
Wilshire should add another 10G to} 
initial week’s take. 

Of the two-a-day pix, ‘Firefly’ tops | 
at the Four Star, with Par’s ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome’ easing out of} 
the Carthay Circle (12) after four} 
weeks, three of which have been to} 
disappointing returns. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-| 
83-1.10-1.65)—‘High, Wide and Hand-| 
some’ (Par) (2d week). Public just | 
not interested in this one at $1.65] 
and ‘Emile Zola’ comes in Sept. 15. 
‘Handsome’ wound up first week at 
feeble $5,000. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75) — ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) 
and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) dual. Nifty | 
trade being attracted currently with | 
big $16,500 the indications. Last | 
week, ‘Topper’ (MG) and ‘Between | 
Two Women’ (MG) bettered expec: | 
tations at $14,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) and “Taient 
Scout (WB) dual. Smash $13,500, | 
with house running ahead of its day- | 
dater (Hollywood) by comfortable | 
margin. Last week, ‘Dodd Takes} 
Air’ (FN) and ‘White Bondage’ 
(WB) not too bad at $7,000. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1.10- 
1.65)—Firefly’ (MG) (3rd week). 
Started sagging a trifle, due largely 
to flood of heavy opposition, but 
pace still oke. Second week finished 
wiht satisfactory $7,500. 

Hollyweod (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) and “Talent 
Scout’ (WB). Best take in some 
weeks and at $14,000 cause for smiles 
all around. Last week, ‘Dodd Takes 
Air’ (FN) and ‘White Bondage’ 
(WB) profitable at $7,800. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—'Wlid Money’ (Par) and ‘Border 
Cafe’ (RKO) dual and vaudeville. 
‘Border Cafe’ is first run, but b.o. 
not unusual, $6,500. Last week, ‘Gold 
Racket’ (GN) ‘and ‘Sing and Be 
Happy’ (20th), latter second run, 
finished with profitable $7,500, helped 
by Nick Lucas on stage. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
*Riding on Air’ (RKO) and ‘Night 
Key’ (U) dual. Not much in sight 
for this pair, although take was 
aided by couple of previews, for oke 
$5,600. Last week, ‘Toast of New 
York’ (RKO) and ‘Big Shot’ (RKO) 

(2nd wk) wound up to neat $5,800. 

Paramount (‘(Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Artists and Models’ (Par) 
and stage show (2nd week). After 

smash $26,500 on opening week, Par 
filmusical on second stanza (prob- 
ably eight days) should add another 





| 25-35-40-55 \—‘They Gave Him Gun’ 
| (MG). 








Not very much at $6,000. 
Last week ‘Emperor’s Candlesticks 
(MG) mild, going to $9,200. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; | 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘It’s All Yours’ 
(Col.). Nice reception from local 


crix plus added vaude bill of 10 acts | 
and elaborate anniversary publicity, 
ringing bell for solid $14,000. Last| 
week ‘Can’t Last Forever’ (Col.) 
plus Three Stooges in person, swell 
$13,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55)—Dodd Takes Aijr’ 
(WB). Opens supper show tonight 
(Tues.). Last week ‘San Quentin’ 
(WB) fair $4,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30-40- 
55)—‘Love Under Fire’ (20th). Opens 
tomorrow (Wed.). Last week, third 


of ‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) 
$2,800 after two previous weeks 


totaling $11,000 and swell profit. 
Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Artists and Models’ (Par). 
Leading the town in rousing style to 
$15,000. -—Last week ‘Exclusive’ (Par) | 
very weak and red at $3,300. 


BWAY MELODY: 
SOCK $22,000 
IN PITT 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 24. 





First Runs on B’way 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Aug. 26 


Astor — ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par) (6th wk.). 
-Central—‘Man in Blue’ (U) 
(28). 
(Reviewed in Variety July 28.) 
Criterion — ‘Dance, Charlie, 
Dance’ (WB) (25). 
Gleobe—‘Souls At Sea’ (Par) 
(rd wk.). 
Holly wood—E m ile 
(WB) (3rd wk.). 
Music Hall—‘Vogues of ’33’ 
(2d wk.). 
Paramount—Artists 
Models’ (Par) (4th wk.). 
Rialteo—Bad Guy’ (MG) (25). 
Rivoli—‘Dead End’ (UA) (24). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 4.) 
Roxy — ‘Love Under Fire’ 
(20th) (27). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 11). 
Strand — ‘Confessions’ (WB) 
(2d wk.). 

Week of Sept. 2 
Aster—Firefly’ (MG) (1). 
(Reviewed in Variety July 28.) 
Capitel—Broadway Melody’ 

(MG). 
(Reviewed in Variety last week.) 
Central—‘Wild and Woolly’ 
(20th) (4). 
(Reviewed in Variety July 21.) 
Criterion — ‘Bulldog Drum- 
mond Comes Back’ (Par) (1). 


Zola’ 


and 


Globe—‘Souls At Sea’ (Par) 
(4th wk.). 
Hollywood—Emile Zola’ 


(WB) (4th wk.). 
Music Hall— ‘Prisoner’ of 
Zenda’ (UA). 
Paramount—'Double or Noth- 
ing’ (Par). 
(Reviewed in Variery last week.) 
Rialto—‘Borneo’ (20th) (1). 
Rivoli—'Dead End’ (UA) (2d 
wk.). 
Roxy—'‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (3). 
Strand—‘Varsity Show’ (WB) 
(1). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 11.) 





Stanley’s this week looks much 
better with ‘Topper’ and George Ol- 
sen-Ethel Shutta on stage. Penn 
will grab the paim with ‘Broadway 
Melody of 1938.’ Picture had an- 
other great build-up similar to 
‘Dallas,’ and opening biz terrific. On 
way to smash $22,000 and sure hold- 
over week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) (2d 
week). Will do great $7,000 in sec- 
ond week. Last week brought in 
tremendous $10,200. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,740; 25-40) 
—Love From Stranger’ (UA). Com- 
petish much too heavy to break 
above $4,000 if that good. Last week 
also a cropper with ‘Sing and Be 
Happy’ (20th) and ‘Man Who Could 
Work Miracles’ (UA) at $3,800. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 


—Broadway Melody’ (MG). Will 
probably waltz off with terrific $22,- 
000, cinch holdover. Last week, 
‘Stella Dallas’ (NA) dandy at $21,- 








000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,000; 35-45-60)— 








$16,000 to the till, plenty good. 
RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Riding on 
Air’ (RKO) and ‘Night Key’ (U) 
dual. Hitting for moderate $6,500, 
not to be sneezed at. Last week, 
holdover of “Toast of New York’ 


(RKO) and ‘Big Shot’ (RKO) oke at! 


$5,300. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) and 
‘Mr. Moio’ (20th) dual. By getting 
an hour earlier start daily, house is 
heading for sweet $19,500, plenty big. 
Last week, ‘Topper’ (MG) and ‘Be- 
tween Two Women’ (MG) ran $900 
ahead of expectations for satisfac- 
tory $16.000. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55 )—"Topper’ (MG) and ‘Be- 
tween Two Women’ (MG) dual. 
Moreover of this brave fair at 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Can't Have 
Everything’ (20th) and ‘Talk of 
Devil’ (GB) $3,600, as expected. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
—‘Topper’ (MG) and ‘Between Two 
Women’ (MG) dual. Running rings 


around its day-date house (UA) for | 


excellent $8,000. Last week, ‘Can't 
Have Everything’ (20th) and ‘Talk 
of Devil’ (GB) good $7,100. 


‘ARTISTS AND MODELS’ 


NIFTY $15,000 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug. 24. 
Stanley is using its large capacity 
in handy style this week with ‘Art- 
ists and Models,’ heading for a rous- 


ing $15,000. Hippodrome cashing in 


on widely exploited sixth anniver- 
sary combo program of 10 acis and 
‘It’s All Yours’ also showing gratify- 
ing action to tune of $14,000. 

‘Can’t Have Everything’ rounding 
out a third week at the New is still 
bringing them in. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew's-UA) (3,000; 15- 


‘Topper’ (MG) and George Olsen 
with Ethel Shutta. Off to the races 
for easy $20,000. Last week business 
was plenty pianissimo with ‘New 
Faces (RKO) and Mal Hallet and 
his ore, only $16,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). Looks like $7,- 
000 or wee bit better for second 
week of film which moved from 
/Penn. Last week ‘Behind the Head- 
lines’ (RKO) and ‘Midnight Madonna’ 








‘MELODY’ SOCK $9,000 


Louisville Biz on Upswing — Two 
Holdever Pics Do Well 








Louisville, Aug. 24. 

Biz is on the upswing hereabouts, 
and the rise can be attributed to 
first class product. Folks here are 
pic shoppers. 

Two holdovers currently, with 
hefty biz keeping the wicket busy 
at Loew’s State, where ‘Broadway 
Melody of 1938’ js pulling bulk of 
the trade. “Toast of New York’ and 
‘Born Reckless’ at the Rialto, is 
garnering the bucks, and ‘Mr. Dodd’ 
at the Mary Anderson looks set to 
stick to a holdover stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- 
500; 15-25-40)—‘Stella Dallas’ (MG) 
and ‘Devil Driving’ (Col), dual. 
Moved over from Loew’s, and con- 
tinuing to attract nice patronage. 
Sure to take $2,500, maybe more. 
Last week ‘Wee Willie’ (20th) and 
‘Coronation’ (20th), mild $2,400. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Met Him in Paris’ (Par) and 
‘Frightened Men’ (Col), dual, split 
with ‘Slim’ (WB) and ‘Racketeers in 
Exile’ (Col), dual. Average $2,300. 
Last week ‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) and 
‘Big Business’ (20th), dual, split 
with ‘Good as Married’ (U) and 
‘Tomorrow’ (Par), dual, fair $2,100. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). Musical 
enjoying lines at the wicket, and 
headed for sweet $9,000. Last week 





(Par) a duster at $4,000. 





Detroit, Aug. 24. 
With Eddy Duchin band as drawee. 
| Fox steps back in the spotlight to 
| grab most attention here. Show- 
ers over weekend, moisting a baked 
town, sent turnstiles whirling, and 
situation is bright aimost every- 
where. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) plus 
‘1 Cover the War’ (U), dual. Clip- 
ping off nice $5,800. Last stanza 
similar gross for ‘Armored Car’ (U) 
and ‘Sing, Be Happy’ (20th). 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) with Eddy 
Duchin band on stage. Latter eclips- 
ing b.o. last time here, for wow 
| $37,000. Fair enough $18,000 last ses- 
sion on second week of ‘Willie Win- 
kie’ (20th), plus vaude, after bumper 
| $31,000 first stanza. 

Madison (United Detroit) 
30-40-65)—‘Good_ Earth’ 
week. Shifted here afte: 








(2.000; 
(MG) (3d 
two nice 


Duchin Band Ups Love Under Fire 
To Wow 376; Hallett Aids Mich, 206 


‘Stella Dallas’ (MG) and ‘Devil 


sessions at UA, and figures to do 
|alright at $4,000. Fourth session of 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) grabbed oke $3,500 
last stanza, following good $4,800 on 
third week when opus was moved 
here from UA. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000: 
30-40-65)—‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ 
(MG) with Mal Hallett ork on stage. 
Doing good $20,000. About $24,000. 





; nice, last week on ‘Easy Living’ 
|(Par) plus Gene Austin topping 
| vaude. 

| Palms-State (United Detroit) 


(3,000; 25-40)—‘On Again, Off Again’ 
(RKO) and ‘Border Cafe’ (RKO), 
dual. Should get nominal $6,000. 
Last stanza a little better, at $6,500. 
on ‘Married Before Breakfast’ (MG) 
plus ‘Forlorn River’ (Par). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—Topper’ (MG). 
Figures io get tophoie $10,000, be- 
hind nice bally. Clipped off oke 
$8,000 last week on second session of 





Driving’ (Col), dual, plenty strong 
at $8,000, and moved to Brown. 

Mary Anderson (Li»son) (1,000; 
15-25-40) —‘Dodd Takes Air’ (WB). 
Looks like hefty biz, with added 


$4,500. maybe more. Last week ‘San 
Quentin’ (WB), (2d wk.) took light 
$2,400. 

(Settos) (900: 15)—Hot 
), dual, split with ‘Dimples’ 
(20th) and ‘Gay Desperado’ (UA), 
dual. Average $1,400. Last week 
‘Your Heart’ (WB) and ‘Harvester’ 
(Rep.), dual, split with ‘Chan at 
Race Track’ (20th) and ‘Two Against 
World’ (FN), dual, weak $1,200. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15- 
25-40 )}—Toast of New York’ (RKO) 
and ‘Born Reckless’ (20th), dual. 
Not in smash class, but plenty good 
at $6,700. Last week ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) and ‘Blonde Trouble’ 
(Par), dual, nifty $8,000. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 
25-40 )—‘Artists and Models’ (Par) 
and ‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par), dual. 
Moved over from Rialto, after a 
swell week. Looks set for $3,300, 
fair. Last week ‘Can’t Have Every- 
thing’ (20th) light $3,200. 


STELLA’ $17,000, 
MELODY 16 
TOP BUFF. 





Buffalo, Aug. 24. 

Box office figures are hitting high 
ceilings again here this week with 
cooler weather helping materially. 
‘Dallas’ and ‘Melody’ showing strong 
and the Century with its dual pro- 
grams getting a fourth week of big 
takings. 

Estimates for This. Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). Neat newspa- 
per comment and bumper business 
may send gross up to $17,000. Last 


$15,000. 
Century (Shea) (3,600; 25-35)— 
‘Hell Divers’ (MG) (re-issue) and 
Great Hospital Mistery’ (20th). This 
dual will better preceding business 
and drive up grosses to best figure of 
month, probably $8,500. Last week, 
‘San Quentin’ (WB) and ‘Marry the 
Girl’ (WB), very satisfactory at 
$8,000. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400: 30-50) 
—Broadway Melody of 1938’ (MG). 
Showing strong and looks to do over 
fine $15,000. Last week, ‘Exclusive’ 
(Par), pulled up but low at $6,000. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Ever 
Since Eve’ (WB) and ‘Stuttering 
Bishop’ (WB). Slo-ved up again with 
indications around $6,000. Last week, 
‘New Faces’ (RKO) and ‘Can't Beat 
Love’ (RKO), improved after slow 
opening and got fair $7,000. 
Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400: 25-35)— 
‘Rhythm in Clouds’ (Rep) and ‘Jim 
Hanvey Detective’ (Rep). Lucky to 
reach $5,000. Last week, ‘Trouble in 
Morocco’ (Col) and ‘It Can't Last 
Forever’ (Col), okay at over $8,000. 


‘DANCE’ $16,000 BEST 
IN SYDNEY; BIZ OKAY 


Sydney, Aug. 3. 

With a take of approximately 
$16,000 on the first week, ‘Shall We 
Dance’ (RKO) leads here. “Star Is 
Born’ (UA) got away to a good start 
and should click. ‘Good Earth’ 
(MG), in a small capacity house, is 
progressing strong and sure for a 
stay. Another MG pic. ‘Love on 
the Run’ is doing well. sticking 
about five weeks. 

‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO) and 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) are still up in 
the money class on seventh week and 
remaining. ‘Go West Young Man’ 
(Par) folds after two weeks and will 
be replaced with ‘I Met Him in 
Paris’ (Par). ‘Love Is News” (20th) 
also quits this week, with ‘Woman 
Chases Man’ (UA) in for a try. 

British pix are ‘Dominant Sex’ 
(AD) and ‘Radio Lover’ (AD). both 


SO-so. 





Melbourne. Aug. 3. 

Good lineup here and cinemas ex- 
pect biz with ‘I Met Him In Paris’ 
(Par), ‘Winterset?’ (RKO) and ‘Big 
Fella’ (G-B). ‘After Thin Man’ 
(MG) and ‘Girl in Million’ (20th) are 
pulling weil. Others include ‘Her 
Husband's Secretary’ (WB). ‘Secret 








‘Good Earth’ (MG),- after nifty 
$13,500 first stanza. ; 


Valley’ (20th) and ‘Trail Dust’ (Par). 


help from nice reviews; should tally | 


(WB) and ‘Texas Rangers’ | 





week, ‘Topper’ (MG) kept pace with | ; 
expectations and came in with nice | igh 55,000 seen. 


Melody’ Strong $19,000 in Philly: 
‘Girl Said No -Jimmy Dorsey, 15146 





Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 

Best thing in town this week is 
‘Broadway Melody’ at the Stanley 
; and despite the fact that it opened 
when the hot wave was at its peak, 
this new revue which ends ts first 
week tonight will hit $19,000 and 
ride through for a second week 
without any trouble at all. No 








ices 
very good and pic should do beiter 
| than its predecessor, ‘Artists and 


| Mocels’-although latter was okay. 

Earle didn’t start off as big with 

| this week’s combo as in two or three 
previous weeks, but it is doing 

| nicely with Jimmy Dorsey’s orch on 

|the stage and ‘The Girl Said No’ 
on screen, 

| Rest of the downtown secto; 


| uncertain. Aldine re-lights tonight 
| (Tuesday) with ‘Stella Dallas.’ 


| House was used yesterday and todav 

for Warner previews to invited 
audiences, but regular fall season 
with UA product begins with ‘Stella 
Dallas.’ ‘Dead End’ and ‘Zenda’ fol- 
low in that order. 

The Fox opened today with ‘Souls 
at Sea’ with plenty of extra adver- 
tising and expectations of more than 
a week. Tomorrow the Boyd gets 
‘Vogues.’ 

Last week’s biz outside of Stanley 
and Earle was pretty sad although 
Fox was satisfied with second week's 
showing of ‘You Can’t Have Everv- 
thing.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65) — ‘Confes- 
sion’ (WB). Ending very indifferent 
week’s stay tonight, mebbe $10.000. 
‘Vogues’ (UA) starts tomorrow. Last 
week, “Toast of N. Y.’ (RKO) got 
$11,500, disappointing. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Girl Said 
No’ <GN) and vaude Jimmy Dor- 
sey’s orch featured. Not quite up to 
last week’s pace ,but should hit a 
comfortable $15,500. Last week, ‘Be- 
tween Two Women’ (MG) and Tom 
Howard headlining good bill, $21,500, 
very nice. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Souls at 
| Sea” (Par). Opened today. Last 
week, ‘Can’t Have Everything (20th) 
| Stayed for full 7-day second week 

and well satisfied with $14,500 in 

all the heat. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Toast 
of N. Y.’ (RKO), second run. Fair- 
Last week, ‘Blonde 

Trouble’ (WB) dismal $1,900. 
| Stanley (3,700; (40-55-65)—‘Broad- 
way Melody’ (MG). Starting second 
week tomorrow with first giving it 
a very nicé $19,000, heat and all. 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par) grossed 
$13,000 for 6-day second week. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50) — ‘One 
Mile from Heaven’ (20th). Not ex- 
actly type for house, $5,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) 
$5,600, fairly good under circum- 
stances. 





‘B’way Melody’ Most 
Tuneful in Cincy, 
$20,000; Others NSH 


Cincinnati, Aug. 24. 
‘Broadway Melody of 1938’ is the 
gayest b.o. tune along cinema lane 
currently, ringing out a great $20,000 
for the Palace, that theatre’s mer- 
riest till tinkle for quite a spell. Al- 
bee’s take on ‘Confession’ is ticketed 
for a tame $10,000. Keith’s is heading 
for $4,500 on ‘San Quentin’ and the 
|Lyrie is tussling for $3.500 on ‘As 
|Good As Married.’ Other houses 
| doing so-so on holdover product. 
Biz in the main at good level for 
tail end of the summer season. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—'Con- 
fession’ (WB). Not so hot, $10,000. 
Last week, ‘You Can’t Have Every- 
thing’ (20th), $19,000, very good. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Can't Have Everything’ (20th) (2d 
run). Good, $5,500. Last week, 








| ‘Toast of New York’ (RKO) (2d 
run), $4,000, fair. . 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 


\‘Sand Flow’ (U) ‘and ‘Criminals of 
Air’ (Col), split. Average, $2,100. 
| Ditto last week on ‘Draegerman 
| Courage’ (Col) and ‘Motor Madness 
| (RKO), separate. 
| Grand (RKO) = (1,200; 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) (5th wk). 
$2.700. Last week $3,500, okay. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘San Quentin’ (FN). All right, 


25-40 )— 
Good, 


$4,500. Last week, ‘Riding on Air’ 
(RKO), $5,000, good. 
| Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘As 


Good As Married’ (U), bad. $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Devil Is Driving’ ‘Co!!, 
pulled after third day and ‘Meet the 


Missus’ (RKO). four days. $3,000 
poor. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35-42) - 
‘Broadway Melody (MG) Great, 


$20.000. Last week, ‘Road Back’ ‘U), 
| $8.500. sorry. 


Shubert (RKO) (2.150; 35-42'— 


‘Good Earth’ (MG) (3d wk). Fe ‘ 
$4,000. Last week, $5,500. Pic pulie' 
a good $11,000 in first week 
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Chi BOs Hot Despite Rain: Vallee, 


‘Confession Big 


$50,000, ‘Heaven’ 


Vaude OK 22G, ‘Cap‘ns’ Fine 186 





Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Despite a heavy rainstorm that 
ruined Friday's afternoon business, 
the week got away to a good start| 
at most of the loop houses and in- 
dications are for profitable sessions | 
for everybody. 

Plenty of repeat stuff around | 
again, but doesn’t seem to be slowing | 
up business any. ‘Captains Cour>| 
ageous’ opened its pop run at the} 
Roosevelt after a previous two-a-| 
dayer some months ago at the Erlan- 
ser, and looks like big mazuma. | 
‘Captains’ had been previously billed | 
for weeks at the United Artists and} 
had been slated to open there a} 
couple of months ago, but had been | 
successively been pushed out by ‘Day | 
at Races,’ ‘Saratoga’ and ‘Good Earth, | 


Latter, by the way, is finishing its| 
second week at the UA at a good, 
though not sensational pace, 
‘Saratoga’ is at the Apollo in its| 
fifth loop week and still showing) 
plenty of box-office life. “You Can’t| 
Have Everything’ moved to the Gar-| 
rick after a smashing Chicago week | 
and is going to town once more, 
State-Lake goes back into the files! 
this week for ‘Hell ‘Divers’ and it’s! 
doing business. Couple of weeks} 
ago State-Lake smashed to a new) 
record with revival of ‘Manhattan | 
Melodrama. Of the other vaudfilm | 
shows, the two big ones are Chicago 
with Rudy Vallee band on stage, and 
Oriental, with Lou Holtz and Helen 
Morgan on stage. | 
‘Firefly’ goes out of two-a-day| 
Erlanger this week to make room! 
for ‘Zola.’ | 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-45-55-65) 
—Saratoga’ (MG). Fifth week in 
loop and still a money maker of 
note. Around $5,000 without any 
trouble, following $6,800 last week. 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Confession’ (WB) and Rudy Vallee 
band on stage. Another session of 
activity that will ring in a gross of 
$50,000 or better. Bulk of the trade 
is for Vallee. Last week, ‘Can’t Have 
Everything’ (20th) plus the Eddy| 
Duchin band was a coin-making wow | 
at $58,100. 


} 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) | 
—‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th). In| 
after smash at Chicago and heading} 
for ripe revenue at $6,500. Last week, | 
‘Wee Willie’ (20th), finished third 
looper to nice $5,300. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-55- 
65)—‘Mile From Heaven’ (20th) and 
vaude. Lou Holtz and Helen Morgan 
headlining. Plenty of bargain value 
for this mob here; $22,000 will be} 
best in weeks. Last week, ‘Quentin’ | 
(WB) and vaude, good $18,300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) | 
— ‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) and 
vaude. House had to go outside its 
contract flickers to get this picture 
for its screen, with Balaban & Katz) 
okaying the deal. Indicates $17,000, 
fairish. Last week, ‘Toast of New 
York’ (RKO), finished a fortnight’s | 
Stay to $17,200, good. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Captains’ (MG). In after a 
roadshower and getting $18,000, fine. 
Last week, ‘Knight Without Armor’ | 
(UA), couldn’t get started and 
scrammed with $11,100, weakish. 
_State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55) — ‘Hell Divers’ (MG) and 
vaude. Revival is doing genuine 
business at $16,000. Last week, ‘Bor- 
der Cafe’ (20th), $13,300, okay. 
_United Artists (B&K-UA) (1.700: 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Good Earth’ (MG)| 
(2d week). Turned in profitable | 
opening pop run session last week | 
at $17,100 and should hold to around | 
$12,000 currently, all right. ‘Stella | 
Dallas’ (UA) due in next. 

Erlanger (1,400; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65) | 
—Firefly’ (MG) (3d and last week). | 
loses here Saturday (28) after good | 
Toadshow. ‘Zola’s’ (WB) two-a-day | 
run will necessarily be short, due to | 
September legit bookings for house. | 


irefly’ turned in nice $11,000 last | 
week (2d). 














NEWSPAPER WAR HURTS 


In Lincoln — Marion Davies and | 

Shirley OK B.O. 

Lincoln, Aug. 24. 

The newspaper-theatre advertising | 
war still at its peak, grosses here, 
are slipping steadily. ‘Ever Since! 
ve appears to be the only real | 
money -getter, although Shirley Tem- | 
ple's ‘Winkie’ shouldn’t be a losing | 
Proposition. 
‘ Weather cooled off here towards | 
the end of the week, but the ‘cool | 
‘nside” signs bring in the shekels 
per usual. 


Estimates for This Week 
quiberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15) —! 
Lolly wood Cowboy’ (RKO) and! 

uder Red Robe’ (20th) split with! 





'*‘Man Who Found Himself’ 


} name 


lday (26) 


| ‘Stella Dallas’ 





‘Blazing Barriers’ (Mono) and ‘Rose 
of Rancho’ (Par), Just fair $900 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Little Dogie’ (Rep) 
plus ‘Reporter Missing’ (U) and 
‘When Thief Meets Thief’ (U) and 
‘After Office Hours’ (MG) only $800, 
poor. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25) — 
‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB) and ‘Sing and 
Be Happy’ (20th). Maybe $2,700, 
good. Last week, "Slave Ship’ (20th), 
made good week-end money, but not 
for the stretch; took in a little over 
$1,800, bad. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350: 10-15-20) 
—Dreaming Lips’ (UA) and ‘Make 
Way for Tomorrow’ (Par), split with 
‘Hoosier Schoolboy’ (Mono) and 
‘London by Night’ (MG), Everybody 
seems to like the pix, but there are 
no names, and trade is far from 
brisk; looks poor $900. Last week, 
‘You Can’t Buy Luck’ (RKO) and 
(RKO) 
split with ‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO) and 
‘Paradise Isle’ (Mono), light $950. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-40) — 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th). Temple’s 
getting to be nothing extra, 
but should be fair enough at $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Singing Marine’ (WB) 
good $3,600. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,000; 10-15)— 
‘Small Town Boy’ (MG) and ‘Hide- 
out in the Alps’ (MG). Heavily ex- 
ploited, but slow at $900. Last week, 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) and ‘Crimi- 
nals of the Air’ (Col), mild $800. 


BWAY MELODY’ 
LOOKS 10 256, 
PITT RECORD 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 24, 

Sock product pooh-poohing heat 
again here this week and down- 
town running into record warm- 
weather grosses to wind up this 
August as best in years. ‘Broadway 
Melody’ smashing out Penn’s top fig- 
ure for all time and moves on Thurs- 
to Warner to give latter 
house a h.o. from Penn fourth time 
in five weeks. 

Combo of George Olsen, Ethel 
Shutta and ‘Topper’ sending. the 
Stanley back into high again after 
indifferent session previous week 
and ‘Stella Dallas’ is still drawing 
heavy handkerchief brigade at War- 
ner following smash stanza at Penn. 
Second week of ‘You Can’t Have 
Everything’ tapering off at Alvin 
after sizzling opener and Fulton is 
learning that Ann Harding is no 
longer draw she once was, with re- 
sult that ‘Love from a Stranger’ 
moves out after lone, slim week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000: 25-35-40)— 
‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) (2d). 
Musical easing off in second week 
and doesn’t get a third, as manage- 
ment hoped, with reissue of ‘Man- 








| hattan Melodrama’ (MG) and ‘King 


Solomon's 


Mines’ (GB) _ opening 
Thursday. 


Looks like ‘You Can’t’ 


' will wind up around the $5,000 mark 


after smash $9,000 getaway. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
‘Love from Stranger’ (UA). This 
site getting slim pickings last few 
weeks. Competish too tuff and pro- 
duct’s been pretty weak. Ann 
Harding’s been away too long to 
mean much at b.o. and maybe $3,500, 
pretty weak. Last week, ‘Sing and 
Be Happy’ (20th) and ‘Man Who 
Could Work Miracies’ (UA) even 
worse, under $3,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- 
50)—‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). A 
smash among smashes, and headin 
for a new house record. Shoul 
wind up the week at $25,000 or 
slightly under that. Weekend heat 
didn’t mean a thing and house had 
the ropes up from the word go. 





| Moves Thursday to Warner to con- 


tinue downtown run. _ Last week 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) right in the big 
money, too, at $19,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Topper’ (MG) and Olsen-Shutta. 
Flesh portion has always meant 
dough here and flicker is being 
talked about everywhere favorably. 
All counts up to a thick slice of 
profit, around $23,500 at least. Last 
week ‘New Faces’ (RKO) and Mal 
Hallett’s work dove badly. dropping 
to $14,000, poorest here tn some time. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-35-50)— 
(UA). Moved here 
after sock week at Penn and all set 
to deliver at this spot as well. Won’t 
be very much under $8,000 and that’s 
dough in anv language for this spot. 
Last week ‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par) 


and ‘Behind the Headlines’ (RKO) 
just a filler dual and not even a 
filler gross, plenty short of $4,000, 


and that’s in the dumps. 


PICTURE GROSSES 


9 








B’KLYN WILTED 


But ‘A. & M.’ Nice $16,500 and Holds 
—‘Courageous,’ $16,000 . 








Benet. Aug. 24. 
Record hot weather has been giv- 
ing downtown deluxers considerable 
trouble snaring populace to b.o.’s de- 
spite excellent flicker fare. Par with 
‘Artists and Models’ and Loew’s Met 
with ‘Captain Courageous’ topping 
other major houses in the Borough 
Hall sector. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) — ‘Can’t 
Have Everything’ (20th) and ‘Lady 
Escapes’ (20th). Will do quiet $14,- 
000. Last week ‘Willie Winkie’ 
(20th) and ‘One Mile from Heaven’ 
(20th) good $17,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—“Dodd Takes 
Air’ (WB) and ‘Frame-Up’ (WB). 
Uneventful $13,000. Last week ‘Can’t 
Last Forever’ (Col) and 
Trouble’ (Par), weakish $12,500. 

Met (2,400; 
Courageous’ (MG). Getting some 
attention and will draw good $16,000. 
Last week ‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Cali- 


‘Artists and Models’ (Par) and ‘She’s 
No Lady.’ Will derive healthy $16,- 
500 and holdover. Last week ‘San 
Quentin’ (WB) and ‘Marry Girl’ 
(WB), $14,500, okay. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Rhythm 
in Clouds’ (Rep) and ‘Gold Racket.’ 
Mild $5,000. Last week, Bengal Lan- 
cer’ (Par) and ‘Sweetheart of Navy’ 
(Ind), $6,500, good. 





‘Blonde | 


‘Vogues’ Wows NY. for Big $105,000: 
‘Topper’ $25,000 as Cap’s Finale, ‘Zola’ 
Virtually SRO, “A&M Sock 346, 3d Wk 





It's a walkaway for ‘Vogues of 
1938’ in this week’s Manhattan mara- 
thon. There is nothing much on the 
street to interfere with its stride, and 
it’s pounding heavily for a first week 
at the Music Hall that will add up 
to $105,000 or better, sensational for 
this time of the year. Much advance 





| half hour opening day and over the 
25-35-55 )—‘Captains | 


fornia Straight Ahead’ (U), okay | 
$12,000. 
Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55) — 





HORIZON’ SOCK 
$19,000, DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 24. 

‘Lost Horizon’ is packing the Den- 
ver and hanging up house records. 
Biz started that way and keeping up. 
Film goes to Aladdin for continued | 
run, ‘Topper’ and ‘Between Two} 
Women’ is surprising everybody at 
the Orpheum by running close to 
last week when ‘Good Earth’ 
showing. 

Double bill at Paramount yanked 
after Saturday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Love Under Fire’ (20th). After a 
week at the Denver, fair $3,000. Last 
week, ‘You Can’t Have Everything,’ 
(20th) after a week at the Denver, 
did $4,000 and went to the Broadway. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th). After 
a week at each the Aladdin and 
Denver, nice $2,500. Last week, 
‘Road Back’ (U), following a week 
at each the Aladdin and Denver, 
fair $2,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘No Man of Her Own’ (Par). 
So-so $4,000. Last week ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) nice $5,500 on its sec- 
ond week. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and stage band. 
Smash $19,000. Last week, ‘Love 
Under Fire’ (20th) aided strongly 
by Bowes’ unit, did $17,000, hanging 
up house record for several years. 
Standouts were numerous. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Topper’ (MG) and ‘Between Two 
Women’ (MG). Strong $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Good Earth’ (MG) and ‘On 
Again-Off Again’ (RKO) stood them 4 
up repeatedly to gross $12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Born Reckless’ (20th) and ‘Michael 
O’Halloran’ (Rep). Jerked on Sat- 
urday and ‘Outlaws of the Orient’- | 
‘Fight to the Finish’ substituting. | 
Last week. ‘Slim’ (WB) and ‘Stutter- | 


was 





week of $4,000. 


ing Bishop’ (FN) turned in a good| ‘Les Petites Allies’ and ‘Paris Ca- 
margue,’ $2,600, poor. 


interest in ‘Vogues’ was manifest 
when 6,000 tickets were sold the first 





weekend in the face of a torrential 
downpour when the gross for the 
two days (Saturday and Sunday) hit | 
$35,000. Wanger production holds a 
second week. 

Except for the twice daily ‘Zola,’ 
which is virtually a sellout at the 
Hollywood, the rest of the pictures 
are no match for ‘Vogues.’ Nearest 
approach is ‘Artists and Models,’ on 
its third week at the Paramount at | 
$34,000, a very nice profit. The pic- 
ture, with Phil Spitalny in the pit, 
goes a fourth week, ‘Double or Noth- 
ing’ being set with Shep Fields for 
Wednesday (1). 

‘Zola, a much-talked-of attrac- 
tion, is close to capacity and has a} 
heavy advance sale. The first full 
week’s business totaled to $25,500, 
which is very big. So far on the 
second week it’s very firm. Although 
‘Zola’ is dated for general release in 
Octcber, its N. Y. roadshow run may 
go beyond becatise of the tremen- 
dous interest in it and the raves. 

The Roxy, Capitol, Strand, Rialto, | 
Criterion and Central brought in 
new releases this week, but none of 
them are anything to write the dis- 
tributors about. Best of the lot is 
‘Topper,’ but it may not get the Cap 
as much as $25,000, fair. House 





Tourists Helping Mont’l; 
‘Earth’ Fertile $7,000 





Montreal, Aug. 24. 
General influx from the _ hinter- 
lands beginning this week is jacking 
up grosses a little, although the main 
stems have come through summer 
with few casualtes. Muni opus at 
Palace will top town. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700: 50)—‘Good 
Earth’ (MG). Good $7,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Saratoga’ (MG), h.o., 
very good $6,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Wee 
Willie Winkie’ (20th) (2nd wk), and 
Coronation Technicolor. Will get 
good $6,500 currently. Last week, 
$8,500, very good. 

Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 40)— 
‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB) and ‘White 
Bondage’ (WB). Not so good at 


$3,500. Last week, ‘Wild Money’ (U) 
and ‘Parole Racket’ (U), $3,000, poor. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Exclu- 
sive’ (Par) and ‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
(20th). This may gross $5,500, good. 
Last week, ‘Between Two Women’ 
(MG) and ‘Married Before Break- 
fast’ (MG), $5,000, good. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,400: 34)—‘Sing 
As We Go’ (Brit) and ‘Where There’s 
a Will’ (Brit). Looks like $2,000, 
good. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film)— 
(600; 50)—Fourteenth and last week 
of ‘Cesar’ still holding at $1,000, good. 

St. Denis (France-Film)—‘Police 
Mondaine’ and ‘M. Begonia.” May 
reach around $3,000, fair. Last week, 











‘AGM $21,500, Melody, 206, Temple, | 
$23,000, All Socko in Washington 





Washington, Aug. 24. 
Three biggest houses are riding | 
high this week, but the pickings for 
the other spots are mighty thin. | 
Terrific heat which has played havoc 
with last two weeks broke Sunday 
(22) with rain and should swell the) 
takes somewhat over expectations. 
Capitol is leading with ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie’ and fifth annual edition of 
‘Going Native,’ all-local revue. ‘Art- 
ists and Models’ at Earle and ‘Broad- 
way Melody of 1938,’ other two tops, 
were sold with equally sock cam- 
paigns. 
Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 20-25-60 )— 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) 
vaude. Temple and all-local revue 
packing mats, but nights off. Should 
lead town with nice $23,000. Last 
week, “Can’t Have Everything’ 
(20th) and Dorsey Orch. good 
$21,000. 


Columbia 
| ‘Slave Ship’ 
fat $4,000. 


(1,583: 25-40) 
(2d run). 
week, 


(Loew) 
(20th) 
Last 





Oke 
‘Saratoga’ 


| (MG) (2d run), nice $5,000. 


and | 


=o 





Earle (WB) (2,244: 25-35-40-60-70) | 
— Artists and Models’ (Par) and} 
vaude. Hal LeRoy and pic making | 
sock swing combo which should see 
big $21,500. Last week. ‘Mr. Dodds 
Takes Air’ (WB), overshot estimate 
to get big $20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.830: 25-35-50)— 
‘Borneo’ (20th). Ballied as Martin 
Johnson's last jungle pic, but won't 





better flimsy $4,500. Last week, 
‘Toast of New York’ (RKO) (2d 
week), satisfactory $6,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853: 25-40)—‘Great 
Gambini’ (Par). Getting by with 


oke $4,200. 
Girl’ (WB), average $4,400. 
Palace (Loew) (2,363: 25-35-60)— | 


‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). Heading 
toward sock $20,000. Last week, 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (2d week), nice 
$10,500. 


Rialto (Indie) 
‘Transatlantic 
(UA) (reissue). May 
wire with $2.100. Last 
acles’ (UA) oke $2,300. 


(1,100; 25-30-40)— 


sneak 


| 85-99)—‘Dark Journey’ (UA), 


Last week, ‘Marry the | 





Merry - Go - Round’ 
under 
week i 


closes tonight (Wed.) for redecora- 
tion, reopening Sept. 2 with ‘Broad- 
way Melody.’ 

‘Confession’ lets Kay Francis down 
at the Strand, only meaning around 
$15,000 on the week, yet holds, while 
‘Gangway, at the Roxy, a British- 
made, shows a little red at $25,000, or 
a bit over. “Dark Journey’ may get 
the Central a fairly good $8,000, 
while ‘Roaring Timber,’ Rialto in- 
cumbent, won't be that good, appear- 
ing $7,000. The poorest of the flock is 
‘Talent Scout,’ which does not look 
like it will do as much as a scarlet 
$4,000 for the Criterion. 

Par’s ‘Souls at Sea’ last week (2d) 
hit $8,500, not bad, at the Globe, and 
with the turn in weather picked up 
over the weekend to suggest that it 
may be better from now on. The 
company’s other Broadway road- 
show, ‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ is 
proving a bitter pill at the Astor. 
Last week, its fifth, it couldn’t en- 
tice more than $4,500 and throws in 
the sponge this coming Sunday (29). 
Metro opens ‘Firefly’ here at a $2 
top Wednesday (1). 

‘Spanish Earth,’ for whch national 
distribution plans are being laid, is 
a sock at the small-seater 55th St.. 
where it will do about $4,500 on 
the week. House has only 300 seats. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘High, Wide’ (Par) (6th week). It 
was a mistake to have roadshown 
this high-cost feature. Last week 
(Sth) it managed only $4,500. Out 
Sunday night (29), with ‘Firefly’ 
(MG) to premiere Wednesday (1). 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Topper’ (MG). This one may get 
up to $25,000, fair. Theatre shut- 
ters tonight (Wed.) for repairs, re- 
suming operation Thursday (2) with 
‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). Last 
week, ‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) 
(2d week), under $25,000, okay. 

Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
May 
add to $8,000, satisfactory. Last week, 
‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th), $8,500. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Talent 
Scout’ (WB). Another stab in the 
back, under $4,000. Predecessor, 
‘She’s No Lady’ (Par), couldn’t make 
the grade for $5,000. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) (3d week). Sec- 
ond week ending Sunday night (22), 
$8,500, with the weekend better than 
initial Saturday and Sunday, which 
means with better weather two-a- 
dayer may build. First 64% days was 
$9,500, gross so far being okay though 
anything but sensational. 

Hollywood (1,454; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—‘Zola’ (WB) (2d week). A 
real roadshow smash and close to a 
sellout since opening. First week 
was mighty at $25,500 and continuing 
strongly. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—'Toast of 
New York’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘One 
Mile from Heaven’ (20th) (ist run), 
doubled. These two are doing pretty 
well, $10,000 for eight days. In ahead, 
‘They Won't Forget’ (WB) (2d run) 
and ‘Big Shot’ (RKO) (lst run), 
$8,000 on six days. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Artists and Models’ and, in pit, 
Phil Spitalny’s orchestra (3d week). 
Winds up third semester with very 
profitable $54,000 and goes fourth 
week, a record summer run. The 
second stanza was $43,000, excellent. 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par), plus Shep 
Fields band, in Wednesday (1). 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—Vogues’ (UA) and 
stage show. Smash of the first water, 
$105,000 or more, wow biz this time 
of the year. Goes a second week. 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) on its second 
week was $85,400, good. 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘Roaring 
Timber’ (Col). Probably $7,000 
with this outdoor. Last week, ‘Lon- 
don by Night’ (MG), $6,400. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 )—‘Can’t 
Have Everything’ (20th) (3d week). 
Pretty firm on its third week ending 
last night (Tues.), near $20,000, after 
a second week’s $25,000. The first 
seven days was $40,000, the 21-day 
run meaning handsome profit to both 
theatre and distributor. “Dead End’ 
(UA) was given special invitation 
premiere last night (Tues.). 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—‘Gang- 
way’ (GB) and stage show. Perhaps 
the scale is a bit steep for this one, 
gross looking $25,000 or shade over, 
but this means a bit of red. Last 
week, ‘Road Back’ (U), following re- 
cent $2 run, got $40,000, very good. 

Strand (2,767: 25-55-75)—‘Confes- 
sion’ (WB). Kay Francis fans are 
suffering from pocketbook paralysis. 
judging by just $15,000 for this one 
on the week, mild. Holds over any- 
way. Last week, ‘Dodd Takes the 
Air’ (WB) dipped to this side of 
$10,000, bad. 

State (3,450: 35-55-75)—‘Easy Liv- 
ing’ (Par) (2d run) and vaude topped 
by Chick Webb’s orchestra. Chances 
are good for another $27,000 week. 
the figure that was grossed last week 
by ‘Saratoga’ (MG) (2d run). plus a 
vaude bill headed by Will Osborne’s 
band, good. 
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‘Artists and Models’ Only Strong 
Grosser in Minneapolis, $12,000 


+ 





Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 
Grosses of moderate proportions 
are in prospect currently. Artists 


and Models’ also in showing any 
considerable power, with a big 
$12,000. ' : 

Time did so well with reissue of 


‘Imitation of Life’ that it is holding 
picture over a second week. In view 





of fact that film has played a dozen 
or more loop engagements, as well 
as repeat visits in most nabe spots} 
and even in lower loop shooting gal- 
leries, chalk up an amazing box-of-| 
fice accomplishment for this classic. | 

Rudy Vallee comes into the Or-| 
pheum Friday and the Gayety opens | 
its stock burlesque season the same 
day. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) | 
—‘Go-Getter’ (WB) (2d run) split 
with dual first runs last four days 
‘Man in Blue’ (U) and ‘Public Wed- 
ding’ (WB). Looks like pretty good 
$1.000. Last week, ‘My Affair’ (20th) 
split with ‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) 
(2d runs) and last three days dual 
first runs, ‘Love in a Bungalow’ (U) 
and ‘Hollywood Cowboy’ (RKO), 
$1,400, good. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-40) — ‘Ever Since Eve’ (FN). 
Lightweight and will be lucky to 
reach light $3,500. Marion Davies no 
card here, Robert Montgomery get- 
ting all billing. Last week. ‘Be- 
tween Two Women’ (MG), $6,000, 
good. 

Minnesota 





(Publix-Singer) (4.200; 
25-35-55) — ‘Artists and Models’ 
(Par). Plenty of dough spent on 
advertising and exploitation for this 
one, with heavy use of billboards 
and newspaper display space. Plug- 
ging and array of names bringing in 
big $12,000 and will move to the 
Century for an extra lap. Last week, 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (4 week), $8,000, 
good after $15,000 first week. 
Orpbeum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
25-35-40) — ‘Road Back’ (U). Hard 


one to sell and cast names don't 
mean 30 much. Good notices but 
only a light $5,000. Last week. 


“Toast of New York’ (RKO). $7,000, 
fairly oke. 


State (Publix-Singer) (2.300; 25- 
40) — ‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO) and 
‘Born Reckless’ (20th). Dual bill 


hitting fair $2,800 clip. Last week, 
‘Great Gambini’ (Par) and ‘She Had 
to Eat’ (20th), $2,600, light. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25) — ‘Imi- 
tation of Life’ (U) (2d week). Re- 
issue demonstrating remarkable vi- 
tality for an old-timer; traveling in 
direction of good $800. Last week, 
$900, fine. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35) — 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). First 
nabe showing and en route to great 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Emperor’s Can- 
diesticks’ (MG), $2,800, fair. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Dreaming Lips’ (UA). Bergner 
name had some pulling power in this 
spot but $1,200 is n.s.g. Last week, 





ry the Girl’ (WB), 
good $8,200. 
Scollay (M&P) 


double, very 





(2,700; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘San Quentin’ (WB) and ‘Ex- 
clusive’ (Par) (both second run), | 
dual. Showing best draw in months, 
should hit around $7,500. Last week, 
flimsy $4,200 for ‘Talent Scout’ (WB) | 
(Ist run) and ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ | 
(20th) (3rd run), dual. 


State (Loew), (3,300; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) and ‘Devil | 
Driving’ (Col), dual. Held over, 
|opening week -very good $12,800; | 


second week around $9,000, okay. 

Colonial (Loew) (1,643; 55-83- 
$1.10 $1.65—Fire-fly’ roadshow in 
second week. Opening week, fair | 
$8,000. 





‘EARTH’ $1300, 
DALLAS’ 116, | 
IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 24. 

Hot weather early part of the new 
week no help, but the Sunday rains 
eased things. Holdovers again pre- 
dominate. Liberty using ‘Stella Dal- | 
las,’ single bill, and the way it started 
looks to go places. ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie’ and ‘You Canrn’t Have Every- 
thing’ h. o. at their respective big- 
seaters, while ‘Artists and Models’ | 
leaves the 3,000-seater Paramount for | 
3d week at M. B. 

The burg has another single bill 
this week, which makes it doubly 
unusual. . ‘Good Earth,’ after nice 
enough roadshowing at Met some 





| single 


ithe natives 


and big lines; socko $11,000. Last 
week, ‘It’s All Yours’ (Col) and 
‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) slowed to 
a walk: around $3,600, mild, as much 
more Was expected. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen> 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Artists and Models’ 
(Par). Singleton, moved from two 
weeks at Par, o. k. for $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Saratoga’ (MG), fourth and 
final week, $2,900, okay. Longer run 
had been anticipated. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(2.700: 32-37-42)—‘You Can’t Have 
Everything’ (20th) and ‘Midnight 
Madonna’ (Par) dual. Former re- 
sponsible for h. o., as it ‘has every- 
thing’: second week looks to garner 
a big $6,000. Last week, corking 
$9,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27)— 


‘Frameup’ (Col) and vaude, with 
|local Junior Symphony of 50 kid- 
dies, plus reg five acts on stage. 


Building for good $3,000. Last week, 
‘It Could Happen to Yow’ (Rep) 
and vaude, $3,400, okay. 

Paramount § (‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-42 )—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
bill. Heavy campaign, and 
biz is socko at $13,000. Getting fam- 
ily trade and timely interest due to 
Sino-Jap war. Last week, second 
week of ‘Artists and Models’ (Par) 
and ‘Fly Away, Bobby’ (WB), dual, 
$5.400. good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 


‘Another Dawn’ (WB) and ‘There 
Goes My Girl’ (RKO), dual. Mod- 
erate at $2.500. Last week, ‘Slim’ 


| (WB) and ‘Girl Overboard’ (U), dual, 


©2.700, fair enough. 





PROVIDENCE PERKS 


With Break in the Heat—Good 
Earth’ Nice $11,500 

Providence, Aug. 24 
Break in the worst heat spell this 
town has experienced in more than 
two decades giving the  first-run 
stands a chance to recuperate. Even 
spots with mediocre programs took 
heart over Sunday, when rains 
cooled things down sufficiently for 
to take to pix for a 





change. 

The sudden change in weather 
even placed ‘Good Earth,’ at Loew’s, 
in a jockeying position to come 
through with first honors. Friday, 
opening day, it looked like a poor 


| third. 


Estimates for This Week 
Carlton (Fay-Loew’s) (1,350; 25-35- 


months ago, is back for reg showing | 50)—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) and ‘Fight 


at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


and ‘Armored Car’ (U), dual. 
at $2,700. Last week, ‘Night of Mys- 
tery’ (Par) and ‘Lady Escaped’ 
(20th), dual, nice enough $2,100. 
Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen ) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Day at Races’ (MG) 
and ‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ (Par), 


dual, mild at $3,000. Last week, 
‘Parnell’ (MG) and ‘Angel’s Holi- 
day’ (20th), dual, six days, okay 
$3,400. 


Colonial (Sterling) ‘850; 10-21)— 





‘Broken Blossoms’ ‘Imp), $900, bad. 


‘ALL YOURS’ AND ‘GLORY’ 
DUO OK $18,000 IN HUB 


Boston, Aug. 24. 
It’s All Yours,’ dual with ‘Flight 
from Glory’ at the Memorial, is the 
sturdiest film fare among the new 
entries this week; and for holdover 
stuff, ‘Stella Dallas’ on a double bill, 








is showing continued strength at the | 


Orph and State. 

A rodeo at Suffolk Downs race 
track last week was not serious op- 
position to the film stands with good 
product. 

Estimates for This Week 

Baston (RKO) (3,00u; 25-40-55)— 
*I Cover War’ (U) and ‘One Mile 
from Heaven’ (20th), dual. So-so, 
will hit around $6,000. Last week, 
*‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) and ‘Windjammer’ 
(RKO), double limp $5,500. 

Fenway ‘(M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) 
(2nd run) and ‘Borneo’ (20th) (first 
run), dual, Better than average, 
$5.500 last week, ‘San Quentin’ 
(WB) and ‘Marry the Girl’ (WB), 
dvu1l, very satisfactory at $6,000. 

¥-rith Memorial (RKO) (2.900: 25- 


4f.*=5)—‘It’s All Yours’ (Col) and 
*Flicht from Glory’ (RKO). dual. 
Wh-mmo $18.000 anticipated. Last 


week. ‘Knight Without Armor (UA) 
and ‘Suner Sleuth’ (RKO), 
goed $12,500 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4.300: 35-55- 
75\—‘T.ove Under Fire’ (20th) and 
steve show. In medium groove. $18.- 
0” maybe. 
*A-*icts and Models’ (Par) and stage 
sh-*v. big. 

Ornheum (Loew) (2.900: 25-35-40- 
50’‘\—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) and ‘Devil 
is Driving’ (Col). dual. Held over 
efter very big $18.700 for opening 


ste”vza. Second frame looks like 
ov $13.00 
mennt (M&-P) (1.800: 95-25- 


§" fie hf Herve Evervthin«’ ‘90th? 
(0 7 wwe) and ‘Rarnan’ (Oth). Ist 


rie Aol, Okay $7.50 nace. 
week, ‘San Queniin’ (WB) and ‘Mar- 








‘Drummond at Bay’ (Rep) and ‘Law- 
man Is Born’ (Rep), dual. En route 
to good $2,300. Last week, ‘Give Her 
Ring’ (Prin) and ‘13th Man’ (Mon>), 
dual, so-so $2,100. 

Fifth Ave. (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,400; 32-37-42)—‘Willie Winkie’ 
(20th). and ‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
(20th), dual (2d week). Looks to 
reach nice $6,200. Last week, same 
films, $11,000, dandy. 


to Finish’ (Col). Moved over from 
Loew’s: started off rather poorly, but 
break in weather assures spot of at 
least $5,000; good, all things con- 


(900; 16-27)—‘Love in Bungalow’ (U) | sidered. 
Okay | 


Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘One Mile 
from Heaven’ (20th) and vaude. 
Took shellacking first two days be- 
cause of terrific heat; sprint over 
Sunday, however, assures house of a 
$5,500 gross; so-so, but it could have 


been worse.~ 

Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG). Opened behind 
attractions of similar calibre, but 
cooling breezes very likely will give 
house lead over all others; seems 
headed for at least $11,500, oke. Last 
week, ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) and ‘Fight 
to Finish’ (Col); had the tempera- 
ture slid in time the gross most cer- 
tainly would have passed the $16,000 
garnered, but nice at that. 

Majestie (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘San Quentin’ (FN) and ‘Marry That 
Girl’ (WB). Anticipated $6,300. not 
so bad considering. Last week, ‘Ever 
Since Eve’ (WB) and ‘Dance, 
Charlie, Dance’ (WB). bad at $4,500. 


Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Exclusive’ (Par) and ‘Meet Boy 
Friend’ (Rep). With break in 


weather should be in the nabe of 
$7.000. nice. Last week, ‘Easy Liv- 
ing’ (Par) and ‘Hoosier Schoolboy’ 





. Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 16-32-42)— 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). Big campaign 





double, 


Last week. $21.400 for | 


(Rep) stood up the best in town, 
| great at $7,600, 





| 
| 


‘Bway Melody, 246 Sweet and Hot 
In Frisco, but Other B.0.’s Chilly 





San Francisco, Aug. 24. 

‘Broadway Melody of 1938’ is the 
top money grabber on Market Street 
this week. Although ‘Melody’ won't 
shatter the record recently estab- 
lished by ‘Saratoga’ at the Para- 
mount theatre, it is doing outstand- 
ing biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par) and ‘Stut- 
|tering Bishop’ (WB) (2d wk). Al- 
| though opinion is mixed on the Jack 
| Benny picture, biz is great. Second 
| week is holding up swell with sweet 
$14,000 in sight, Last week, corking 
| $25,000. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 35-55) 





| —Border Cafe’ (RKO) and Sybil | 


| Jason in person. Stage show credited 
| with being the draw this week. Tak- 
ing everything 
1$16,500 will be okay. Last week. 
‘Toast of New York’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
good $14.700. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 35-55-75) 
|—‘Happened in Hollywood’ (Col) 
|and ‘Dangerous Adventure’ (Col 
This is a sleeper bill which was 


preceding offerings failed to show 


into consideration, | 


1) | 
’ . 


sufficient strength to warrant a hold- 
rover. Lucky to get $6,500, poor. Last 
week, ‘Ii’s All Yours’ (Col) and ‘Re- 


ported Missing’ (U), disappointing 
$8,000. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-55- 


75)—Broadway Melody’ (MG) and 
‘She’s No Lady’ (Par). Upped the 
ad budget considerably. iz near 
record-breaking proportions. Expect 
to take in the nabe of $24,000 during 
the first week, which means that 
‘Melody’ will stay on here for at 
least three stanzas. Last week 
‘Can't Have Everything’ (20th) and 
‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) (2d wk), very good 
$12,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
|75)—Good Earth’ (MG) (3d wk.). 
After two strong stanzas at the War- 
fie.d, the Luise Rainer-Paul Muni 
picture has been moved to this 
| house, where it played at road show 
prices several months ago. Predict 
$8.000 on ihe moveover, very good. 
Last week (8 days), ‘Wee Willie Win- 
kie’ (20th) and ‘Wild Money’ (Par) 





1 (3d wk.), nifty $8.000. 
| Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-55-75) 
—Those Who Forget’ (WB) and 


‘Marry the Girl? (WB). Hope to hit 


Tast |rushed in the last minute when the | $16.00, fair. Last. week, ‘Good Earth’ 


(MG) (2d wk), productive $13,000. 
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Style on a Rampage in ‘Vogues’ 


Joan Bennett attending the premiere of ‘Vogues’ at Radio City M 
Hall may be held directly responsible for cricks in hundreds of necks 
She sat in the first mezzanine and orchestra patrons had to resort to 
calisthenics to see her, Heavy white taffeta diagonally striped with black 
and metal composed her gown, about half a yard for the backless 
and the other 10 yards swirling about the floor. 

The Wanger dinner party in honor of Miss Bennett included socialite 
names that keep Cholly Knickerbocker’s Corona busy. Outside of that 
festivity, a very quiet affair, candid camera fiends and autograph hunters 
were disappointed. The doors were open at 11 a.m., so it wasn’t a Kl ig 
opening, the rest of the audience wearing their regular Z0ing-to-Radio- 
City costumes. 

What the audience lacked in splendor was made up for on the scre¢ n 
however. Not a color or type of costume is missing. Miss Benneit ] 
loveliest in her first appearance in a white wedding gown, and in a 
darker-than-powder-blue, satin, street dress—the decision was still out at 
midnight. 

Scattered: among the much publicized gowns and models are Helen 
Vinson, Alma Kruger, Alan’ Mowbray—who is a delightfully villainous 
designer, and Mischa Auer—both competitors of our hero, Warrer Baxie; 
Hedda Hopper makes an ambitious mother, enough to drive daughiey Joan 
Bennett to far worse than modeling Mr. Baxter’s gorgeous clothes. 


Why 
“Vogues’ is undoubtedly a color achievement, but a layman may wonder 


what there is about the process that makes it so much more flatiering 
men than to women. 


usic 


'P, 


ooked 


Does It Flatter the Men More? 


lO 
Miss Bennett comes out with flying colors (no pun 
intended), but she’s just as pretty in black and white. Helen Vinson is 
definitely better looking in the two-tone medium, and the color efiect 
enhances the gowns far more than it does the models who parade them. 

With such a slew of chiffons, velvets, satins and things, ‘Vogues’ should 
be an authority on fashion trend, since it was nearly eight months in the 
making with the collaboraticn of leading designers, 

Winter Forecast 

What's coming when the winter breezes blow? Fur capes of all desci p- 
tions. Street dresses are definitely on the up and yp, but the knee scare 
appears to be exaggerated. Middle of the calf, wherever your own calf 
happens to be, is the length rule. As for the short evening dresses Paris 
was threatening, just take an aspirin and get rid of ’em. The shoriest 
one seen reaches the ankles, and that’s a terribly young dance frock. 
(Looks like all the girls needed to discourage them were a few pictures 
taken in 1922 or '23, or whenever it was.) 

The brief bolero and the long cape crowd the hip jacket out of the 
picture in evening things, which is reasonable. Why achieve a nice 
flowing line, and then break it up with a half-way coat? One or two 
puffed bustle effects are on deck, but better brush them off if you have a 
curve to your name. 

The hats shown are mostly of the ‘oh, my goodness!’ school, one made 
of tiny white feathers having birds weeping right down on the face. The 
model carried it with aplomb, so if you have lots of courage, go right 
ahead. 

Marjorie Gateson has her share of gowns and comedy, as the fashion- 
mad society matron. Alan Mowbray and Hedda Hopper have the 
tinction of appearing in New York with both Bennett 
taneously. They're also with sister Constance’s ‘Topper.’ 


And Those Rockettes 


The Rockettes start off in a candy box setting—formal garden back- 
ground, long gowns of pink over white satin, and blue over gold, with 
feather headdresses, and four soldiers in white to set them off. 

The acrobatics of the Titans, clad only in white satin trunks and slip- 
pers, were welcomed, and Tommy Trent proves that Marionettes are not 
just for the kiddies. 

The little Rocketies took the play away from practically everything 
else in the closing number—one that was a Gallic wow at the Paris 
Exposition, and no wonder. 

A flamboyant Martinique street scene sets the stage, and the girls do 
things up brown in a tap-Rockette-rhumba. Red and green shoes, flip 
yellow pancake hats, white ruffled blouses and the briefest and ruffledest 
red and white skirts get the crowd, on their appearance. After that there's 
applause every time they shake their tiny skirts in unison, and the finish 
is the Rockette trademark—precision kicks, but in record-breaking time. 


CisSe 


sisters simul- 








PORTLAND’S H. 0.’S 


All OK—Broadway Melody,’ 
Entry, Big $7,500. 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 24. 

‘Broadway Melody’ is going great 
guns at the Broadway. ‘Good Earth’ 
is in a second strong week at Park- 
er’s UA. ‘Topper,’ not quite strong 
enough to hold at the Broadway, 
moved for a second week ito the 
Mayfair. 

‘Artists and Models’ mopped up 
last week at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2.000; 30-55) 
—‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) and 
‘Love in Bungalow’ (U). Answering 
to strong exploitaton campaign for 


All Pix Okay in Indpls.; 
‘Love,’ Vaude Good $9,600 


Indianapolis, Aug. 24. 

Biz is well divided’ among the 
first-runs in the downtown sector, 
with all houses getting enough trade 
to put them in the black. ‘Love 
Under Fire,’ helped out by a vaude 
bill at the Lyric, is heading for good 
coin. ‘Good Earth,’ in its popular 
price run at Loew’s, is also strong, 
while “Toast of New York,’ at the 
Circle, is pulling its share with the 
aid of a. sirong exploitation cam- 
Ppaign. 

Estimates for This Week 





New 





great $7,500. Last week ‘Topper’ 
Apollo ‘(Fourth Ave.) (1.100: 25-| (MG) and ‘Between Two Women’ 
40)—Wild and Woolly’ (20th) on| (MG) cegistered well and clicked 


nicely for good $5,600, moving tc the 
Mayfair. 

Mayfair (Parker - 
(1,400; 30-55)—‘Topper’ (MG) and 
‘Between Two Women’ (MG) (2d 
wk). Going fairly, $2.500 following 
first week at the Broadway. Last 
week. ‘Saratoga’ (MG) with “Telent 


twin bill with ‘Mile From Heaven’ 
(20th). Gross will be $4,000. fair. 
Last week ‘Can't Have Everything’ 
(20th), 2d week, very good $4,100. 
Circle (Monarch? (2.800: 25-490)— 
‘Toast of New York’ (RKO) dualled 
with ‘Big Shot’ (RKO). Former pic 


Evergreen ) 


well plugged by ‘Toast of Indianap- | Scout’ (FN) closed good enough 

olis’ campaign in city’s largest daily, | fourth weck at $2,200. 

Take will be very good at $7.200. Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 

Last week holdover of ‘Artists and | ‘2-000; 30-55)—~‘Artists and Models’ 

Models’ (Par) and ‘Wild Money’| ‘Par) and ‘One Mile from Heaven 

(Par). $5,400, okay. “ | (20th) (2d wk). Strong $4 500 ofter 
Loew's ‘(Locw's) (2.400: 25-40)— big $8.300 last week. 


(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000: 30-55) ‘Willie Winkie’ (20th) 
and ‘Wild Money’ (Par! (2d wk). 
Answered to exploitation for strong 
$7,800 last week on a good £5,000 


‘Good Earth’ (MG). Away to a fast Age ery 
start with prospects of $9.000, dandy. 
Last week ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) and 
‘Frameup’ (Col), $8.800. excellent. 





Lyrie (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— | cisht for this week 
ave Under Fire’ (20th) and vaude. United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 
Pic given credit for sirong $9,600. | 30-55)—'Good Earth’ (MG) (9d wk! 


Last week ‘Mr. Dodd 
(WB) and vaude. 
plenty okay. 


4 


Takes Air’ 


Going strong for great $5.500. Firs 
Urner in 7} ! 


$9,000, | week mopped up in 
rific $8,700. 


big sive de7- 
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Eclipsing completely everything 
that made “One in a Million” such 
glorious entertainment! 
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More radiantly exciting 
than ever...and when she 
skates and skis... you'll 
see marvels of grace suchas 
even incomparable Sonja 
never before revealed! 


TREACHER - WALBURN - DAVIS 
































ARTHUR RAYMOND JOAN 


SIG RUMANN.-ALAN HALE-LEAH RAY-MELVILLE 
COOPER « MAURICE CASS « GEORGE GIVOT 
Directed by Sidney Lanfield 


who directed ‘‘One in a Million,’’ ‘‘Sing, Baby, Sing,”’ 
‘‘Wake Up and Live” 


Associate Producer Raymond Griffith 


Screen play by Boris Ingster and Milton Sperling. From the play 
“‘Der Komet” by Attila Orbok. Dances staged by Harry Losee. 


Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production 
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_\ ONLY 20th COULD GIVE YOU SUCH A h 

SPECTACULAR SHOW... with your “One in we 

_a Million” girl and the boy ina million making i 

> love amidst the snow-clad splendors of the 
_cloud-swept Alps...and with whirling, swirl- F 


ndescribable ice-ensembles— each m 
ee ‘ -taking than the last — merry with | 
melody that ring happily to t 
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Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 


G-B THEATRE 
CHAIN PAYS 
6, DIVVY 


London, Aug. 15. 


*‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE, 
@ St. Martin's Place, Trafalgar Square 


‘Attempts to Raise Admish Prices 
Brings Burn from British Exhibs; sion to a department store. Sunday theatre issue has split one 
Cut Production Costs, Their Answer was a Gracie Fields’ picture— ||Cinema Exhibs’ Assn’n wide open. 


14 INTERNATIONAL FILM NEWS 


MANCHESTER EXHIBS 
SPLIT BY SUNDAYS 


London, Aug. 17. 














Irony 





. on eet 


London, Aug. 17. 
Piccadilly Theatre, Manches- 
ter, has been sold for conver- 











branch, when those against seven- 
day opening outvoted its supporters 


| 
? by 162 to 143, a hasty meeting of 
members inside the city and imme- 


diate downtown area decided to 


; 
cs 
4 
fl 
} 
ey 
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‘The Show Goes On!’ Following a ballot of the Manchester 














London, Aug. 15. 














Exhibs are het up on threats from 


the producers to force up theatre 
prices, and if the move gathers 
strength will organize a fight through 
the Cinema Exhibs’ Assn. In some 
quarters individuals favor the prin- 
ciple of raising the charges on eco- 
nomic grounds to keep step with a 
steady upswing In commodity prices, 
but opinion generally holds the pro- 
posals as unpractical and likely to 


wreak more harm than good. 

Subject has already been voiced 
at section meetings, recently report- 
ed pronouncements from major ex- 
ecutives of the big U. S. units having 
roused suspicion that Hollywood is 
trying to put over something. From 
the branches to C.E.A. General 
Council is the next stage, and when 
that body sits again in Sept. dele- 
gates will have instructions to probe 
the matter. 

Typical opinions from London ex- 
hibs suggest the impossibility of up- 
ping admish in the face of severe 
competition brought about by the 
rapidity of new construction, Ten- 
dency has, in fact, been the other 
way, says one theatre man, and it 
is difficult to maintain charges and 
stave off price cutting battles in 
many districts. 

Competition 

Trouble is when older cinemas en- 
deavor to meet opposition from mod- 
ern houses, which offer two fea- 
tures, shorts, and several class va- 
riety acts in a 3%-3% hours pro- 
gram, by slashing seat prices to a 
minimum. Bigger theatres would, in 
effect, welcome chances to make an 
increase, and—though it is their own 
fault—urge that the public is getting 
too much for its money. 

Comeback to that, say the smaller 
fry, is to restore the program to a 
reasonable size, 

Second freely voiced objection is 
that concerted moves to force higher 
admissions would act against the C. 
E. A. agitation for further cuts in 
the entertainments tax. Ass’n al- 
ready has in line plans to jump in 
with its petition to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer immediately an 
opening presents itself, but it is felt 
that voluntary steps in the industry 
to put a premium on theatre seats 
would prejudice any such campaign. 

Resentment 

Expressing resentment felt in 

many quarters at the astronomical 
(Continued on page 51) 


FULLER - WMSON 
\ IN CO-OP PIX 
BUYING 


Sydney, Sept. 24. 

Fuller-Hayward and J, C. William- 
son Picture Corp., of New Zealand, 
have made arrangements for cooper- 
ative handling of product for the 
two chains. It is not an actual 
merger, but will link the two theatre 
groups against any possible future 
opposition. Also insures sufficient 
film supply for both chains. 

Sir Benjamin Fuller is chairman 
of the former chain and Beaumont 
Smith is in charge of the latter, In 
all, 77 theatres are involved in the 
deal. 











New Jap Chain 
Tokyo, Aug. 3. 

Plans are being perfected to form 
a new chain of pix houses in the 
Kwansai (western Japan) district in 
the fall. If proposition jells, the 
Bentenza, Osaka; Kyokoku' Eiga 
Gekijo, Kyoto; Yaegaki Gekijo, Na- 
goya, and the Kinema Club of Kobe, 
will join hands in buying product. 
Foreign films will be used. 

While the principals behind the 
movement were not revealed, it’s as- 
sumed that Shochiku has its fingers 
in the pie in some manner as Kichizo 
Chiba, head of Shochiku’s foreign 
dept. is known to be financially in- 
terested in the Bentenza, key house 
of the proposed new chain. 


Ufa’s 40 Pix 


Berlin, Aug. 13. 


French, ‘La Citadelle de Silence.’ 





GAINS IN 
BRITAIN 


——————— 


London, Aug. 15. 
Labor took two steps forward 
with its intensive campaign among 
English theatres, first by squeezing 
an agreement from exhibs in the 
key Manchester area to revision of 
wage scales for projectionists, sec- 
ondly by nailing Fred Bernhard 
down on half a dozen points of dis- 
pute between Union Cinemas and 


ployees. 

Latter victory resulted from an 
eight-hour fight, when Bernhard and 
the circuit executives faced  T. 
O’Brien, secretary, and other NATE 
officials, with a Ministry of Labor 
officer as referee, to thresh out de- 
mands on behalf of employees for 
drastic reconstruction of working 
conditions at theatres in Wales 
lately taken over by Union. 

NATE asked reinstatement of all 
employees discharged at the take- 
over, restoration of working condi- 
tions operative at that time, wages 
for chocolate sellers, and other key 
points. Also demanded was a 
definite agreement on minimum wage 
rates and maximum hours, involvy- 
ing concessions both ways by the 
circuit. 

This, however, Bernhard refused 
to yield, though offering to meet the 
labor interests again within a fort- 
night. 

At Manchester, meantime, requests 
for revision of an existing wage and 
hours agreement for projectionists 
came through the Electrical Trades 
Union, which submitted its case to 
a joint conciliation board existing to 
handle negotiations between itself 
and the exhibs. Delegates from the 
Manchester branch of the Cinema 
Exhibs’ Ass’n accepted the principle 
of revision, and both sides are re- 
porting back to their executives on 
the talks, with a view to ratifying 
the new set-up late this month. 





No More Holdovers For 
Par’s Plaza in London 


London, Aug. 15. 
Paramount now intends to have a 
consistent change of films at its 


to hold over a film for more than 
two weeks, when it is still making 
money, is objected to by the regu- 
lar clientele, which in the long run 
means a loss. 


Case in point is ‘Easy Living,’ 


night. Picture will be transferred 
to the Carlton, Paramouni’s other 
house in the West-End, which for- 
merly played West-End first runs 
only, 





MORE JAP-NAZi AMITY 


Tokyo, Aug. 4. 

Dr. Kurt Gaugel, head of the film 
department of the German Ministry 
of Education, is in Japan. After re- 
viewing a number of educational 
subjects made locally, he expressed 
admiration of the photography but 
severely criticized the editing. 

While here the doctor expects to 
effect co-operation with 
Shimizu, head of a similar dept. of 








the Japanese Ministry of Education. 


LABOR MAKES 


the National Union of Theatre Em- | . a 
| erections are planned; opposition can | 


which could stay here three to four | 
weeks, but will come off after a fort- | 


Yoshikazu | 








SPREE STARTS 


Sydney, Aug. 3. 
With the return of Charles Munro 
from America, Hoyts execs have 





Ufa program for ‘37-38 is made 
up of 40 features, 40 shorts and 40} 
educationals. 

Of the longies, four are from 
abroad: one American, ‘Tundra,’ al- | 
ready out, two Austrian and one | 


been huddling setting plans for solo | 


| operation. Execs admit that notice 


|has been received from Greater 
Union stating that insufficient profits 
would result from Hoyts offer for 
another merge into General The- 
atres, and the present tie would 
cease at the end of the current year. 


Munro is dickering now for two 
additional theatres in this city, one 
in Adelaide, one in Hobart, and one 
|}in Launceston. At present Hoyts has 
|no theatres in the two latter spots, 
| but it’s believed that a deal will 
|} be made in the near future. Deals 
| are also on for additional theatres in 
nabe and country centers through- 
out New South Wales. 

Hoyts will, according to execs, go 
ahead on further building to control 
the largest pic chain throughout 
| Australia, if possible. 

Munro has it figured out this way: 
| finance is solid; product is on hand: 
| theatre spots are ready; further 





be met either in city, nabe or coun- 
| try territory; outlets are secure, and 
in general the chain is very healthy. 


New British Pic Studio 
In Receivership Prior 
To Even Opening Doors 








London, Aug. 15. 
Appointment of a receiver for the 
| Amalgamated Studios at Elstree, 
| which never opened, is likely to cul- 
| minate with the Pinewood clique in 
Negotiations 





control. have been 
started with the receiver to that end, 
and it is reported, unofficially, that 
their bid is about half the standing 
value of the plant. This would be 
between $1,500,000 and $2,000,000. 

An executive of Mann, Judd, Gor- 
don & Co., who are the receivers, 
declined to authenticate the report 
that overtures had already been 
made, though admitting it was 
feasible such a deal might material- 
ize. 

There is an interesting tie-up in 
the situation which strengthens such 
possibilities. Harold G. Judd, who 
is on the board of Pinewood, is a 
partner in the receiver company. 
Major Charles Bell of Amalgamated, 
is reported to have said the idea 
would be to use the plmt as a rent- 
ing proposition, without Pinewood 
people undertaking any production 
there on their own. 

Collapse of Amalgamated has had 
repercussions with Columbia, which 
was to have made British produc- 
tions there. Joe Fried: an states he 
has taken legal advice on the ques- 
| tion of breach of contract. Colum- 








Plaza, whether the picture is a hit | ia’s set-up was for seven pictures 
or not. Experience has proven that ‘© be made there for his company. 


wl. 





| ‘Victoria’ Premiere 


| Set for Paris Expo 
London, Aug. 15. 
| First public look at ‘Victoria the 
the French. Picture is dated for a 
special playing at the Paris Exhibi- 
tion the evening of Sept. 7, which 
is set aside as Britain’s own day in 
the Exposition calendar. 

Herbert Wilcox will go along to 


beam at the customers and Anna | 


Neagle will be there also. 
| RKO-Radio Paris office is fixing 
the affair. 





Ligeros for ‘Bohemia’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Cantabria Films has signed Miguel 
|Ligero and his wife, Blanca Poza, 
Mexican players, for roles in ‘La 
Vida Bohemia.’ 
Agostino Borgato also steps 
the cast. 


into 





Great’ (Wilcox) is likely to fall to | 





their own, 


Decision was due to these members 
shows, 


' 

| polling solidly for Sunday 
| opposition vote coming from adja- 
|cent industrial towns inside the ex- 
isting branch territory. Manchester 
| city exhibs are unanimously for Sun- 
iday theatres, sensing a substantial 
| public demand, but those operating 
‘in outside towns contend they don’t 
| wish to work seven days a week and 
they wouldn't do business if they 
opened anyway. 


HINT DOYLE 
MAY STICK 
TO AUSSIE 


Brisbane, Aug. 3. 
Stuart F. Doyle has been here 
the past week in connection with his 
aviation activities covering Airplane 
Construction Development Co., in 
which he is associated with Sir Alan 
| Cobham. 


Doyle was due to leave for New 
York and London this month, but 
postponed the trip until later be- 
cause of a promise given to the 
directors of Cinesound that he would 
stay until ‘Lovers and Luggers’ was 
completed. Arrangements to shoot 
this pic were made some time prior 
to Doyle’s resignation from Greater 
Union and associate companies, 

Doyle was recently approached by 
Victorian exhib interests with an 
offer to stay in Australia and take 
charge of some theatres, but he pre- 
fers to follow his original plans 
covering a trip to New York and 
London. 

Although statements have it that 
Doyle proposes to spend a goodly 
portion of his time in London, tip- 
sters say that before very long he 
will be back in the picture game in 
Australia. 


JAP $150,000 FILM 
FOR EXPORT ONLY 


Tokyo, Aug. 4. 

Kokuko Motion Picture Studio 

| says that plans have been completed 

| for the production of ‘Typhoon,’ film 

intended for export only. Cost is to 

be somewhere around $150,000. 

Story is based on Japan’s maritime 

| activities and was supposedly writ- 

| ten by three foreigners who visited 

| Japan recently. Native actors will be 

| used and film is expected to be com- 
pleted for release in January. 


Reginald Baker, British 
Distrib, Visits Coast 


Hollywood, Aug. 24, 

Reginald Baker, managing director 
of Associated British Film Distribu- 
tors, Ltd., is in Hollywood for three 
weeks to confer with Edward L. 
Alperson, Grand National prez, on 
| problems relating to the cooperative 
| distribution of films produced by the 
| two organizations. 
Baker also is looking into Ameri- 
/can production methods. He plans 
| to travel to New York with Alper- 
son about mid-Septembr for the 
premiere of ‘Something to Sing 
| About,’ Grand National film starring 
| James Cagney. 


New Vienna Prod. 


Vienna, Aug. 13. 









































+ E. W. Emo Film Prod. Co. has 
been incorporated. ‘Unentschuldigte 
Stunde’ (Innocent Hours’), with 


Lucie English, Trude Marlen, Hans 
Moser and Paul Kemp: book by H. 
| K. Leiter and Manfred Pinelli is al- 
| ready being shot at Sievering. 

Rosenhuegel studios are busy com- 
|pleting ‘Zauber der Boheme,’ (‘Bo- 
|hemian Magic’) direcied by Geza 
j} von Bolvary. 





break away and form a branch of 


Dominant position of theatre op. 
eration in local motion picture biz 
got further strengthening when Acs. 
sociated Provincial Picture Houses, 
a Gaumont-British affiliate contro). 
ling around 20 houses in the sticks, 
issued its annual report with a 
record net profit of $615,825 indi- 
cated. Holders of ordinary stock get 
a full div, of 6%. 

Board proposes putting back 
$75,000 to general reserve and 
$130,000 to reserve for depreciation, 
and in a general statement makes 
the following observations: 

‘A conservative dividend is recom. 
mended, although the amount avail- 
able for distribution exceeds $65,000, 
the company’s previous high (in 
1930), when 10% was paid. 

‘A policy of pleughing-back jis 
being followed by the directors, who 
have already, without increasing the 
capital, built one important theatre 
and rebuilt another, besides wiping 
out a goodwill figure which stood at 
$150,000. Reserve for depreciation 
now stands at $1,535,000, general re- 
serve at $400,000. 

G-B annual report, its first since 
closing of the distribution deal with 
C. M. Woolf, is due next month, and 
though not representing a full year’s 
trading under the new setup, is ex- 
pected to indicate how, by abandon. 
ing distribution and cutting down 
production, the Corp. has bettered 
its standing. 


WHEN'S A QUOTA 
NOT A QUOTA? 


London, Aug. 17, 

Board of Trade has exhibs guesse 
ing with its White Paper proposal to 
relieve them on quota next year by 
cutting their share from 20% to 10%. 
Next quota year begins in Oct., and 
according to the Act as is, exhibs 
must play 20% domestic footage be- 
tween then and Sept., 1938. 

View is that the B.O.T. intended 
relief to apply pronto, but it is ime 
possible to apply amendment of the 
law without consent of Parliament, 
which does not sit till Nov. What 
exhibs want to know is whether, if 
they book only 10% British, they will 
stand to face action for default at 
the end of the period. 

Cinema Exhibs’ Ass’n will formal- 
ly ask the Department to clear up 
the point, but it is expected that li- 
censes, renewable Oct. 1, will stipus 
late 20% anyway, just in case. 


MG PLANS 15 PIX, 
20TH 10 IN REICH 


Berlin. Aug. 15. 
While Metro has not yet made 
public the tags of its mext sea- 
son’s pix here, a showing of 15 has 
been announced. 
Twentieth-Fox is going to bring 
out 10 films in Germany in the sea-. 











son °37-’38, which are as follows: 
‘Lloyds’ of London,’ ‘Seventh 
Heaven,’ ‘Slave Ship,’ ‘Wings of 


Morning,’ ‘On the Avenue.’ ‘Love Is 
News,’ ‘His Affair,’ ‘Wee Willie Win- 
kle,’ ‘Banjo on My Knee’ and ‘Pig- 
skin Parade.’ 

Last two have already premiered 
and are running at big West-End 
houses. 

Naturally, all product announce- 
ments here are liable to switching 
around in accordance with caprices 
of the censor bureau. 


New Tobis Prod. Chief 


Berlin, Aug. 15. 

Hans Beinz Zerlett, scripter and 
megger, has been appointed produc- 
tion chief at Tobis. Beginning as 6" 
actor after the war, he switched in 
27 to scrivening, his first play beng 
‘Hohere Tochter’ (‘Elder Daughter ’. 

For the last three years he has 
been active in the duo role 0: G rece 
tor and writer, his latest ana per 
haps biggest wicket success beng 








‘Truxa.’ 
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ONE out of every FOUR people in PEEKSKILL, 
N.Y. (population 17,000) saw “ARTISTS AND 
MODELS” in one day at the PARAMOUNT. 


That's “ARTISTS AND MODELS’ Performance! 
That's PARAMOUNT Performance! 









_THAT’S THE KIND OF BUSINESS “ARTISTS AND | 
“MODELS” IS DOING ALL OVER THE COUNTRY! 









4 WEEKS... Paramount Theatre, New York 4 WEEKS... Paramount Theatre, Newark, N. J. De 

City. Biggest summer grosses in history of First time any picture has played house for be 

- house. | four consecutive weeks. @ 
2 WEEKS... Stanley Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa. 2 WEEKS...Fox Theatre, San Francisco, Cal. a 

Biggest first week’s gross in three years. Week's gross in four days. - 

2 WEEKS... Paramount Theatre, Seattle. 2 WEEKS... Palace Theatre, Milwaukee, Wis. 

ae Biggest first week in two years. Moved over First holdover in years. Moved to Strand 4 
to Musie Hall for third week. Theatre for third week. aad 
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TURN THE PAGE, PLEASE — ¥ 
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2 WEEKS ... United States Theatre, Paterson, 2 WEEKS... Paramount Theatre, Los Angeles. 


N. J. Record-breaking first week. First week broke all records for past year. 


2 ER a RA POR IE yee separ ee 




















2 WEEKS... Denham Theatre, Denver. First 2 WEEKS... Capitol Theatre, Worcester, Mass. 


week broke all records. Top grossing picture of yeare 
Fox Theatre, San Diego, Cal. First week Minnesota Theatre, Minneapolis. Opened to 

broke ail records for past year. Moved over record business of any musical that has ce 
to Orpheum Theatre for second week. played house. 


























PARAMOUNT’S “SOULS AT SEA”, in its first popular 


price run, does the year’s biggest business at the State 
Theatre, Portland. 





That’s PPRAMOUNT PERFORMANCE, and that’s the kind 
of box office performance you can expect of “DOUBLE OR 
NOTHING”,“ANGEL”,“EBB TIDE”,“THIS WAY, PLEASE”, 
“THE BARRIER”, “HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME”, 
“BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY” and other pictures coming 


from Paramount in the next three months. 








Keep Your Eye on 
“SOULS AT SEA”. Its Busi- 
ness will be Sensational. 
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THIN ICE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Glendale, Calif., Aug. 24. 

20th Century-Fox release of Raymond 
Griffith production, Stars Sonja Henie and 
‘yrone Power; features Arthur Treacher, 
Raymond Walburn, Directed by, Sidney 
Lanfield. From play, ‘Der Komet,’ by At- 
tila Orbok; screenplay by Boris Ingster and 
Milton Sperling; songs by Lew Pollack and 
Sidney D.. Mitchell, Mack Gordon and 
Harry Revel; dances, Harry Losee; cam- 
era, Robert Planck and Edward Cronjager; 
asst, director, William Forsyth; film direc- 
tor, Robert Simpson; musical direction, 
Louis Silvers. Previewed at Alexander 
Theatre, Glendale, Aug, 20, ‘37. Running 
time, 78 mins. 
Lili Heiser....ccescsaaceesss.-Sonja Henie 
Prince Rudolph...sccosecess-Tyrone Power 
Nottingham ...eeceeeoeess-Arthur Treacher 
Unele Dornik.....se0e.Raymond Walburn 
Orchestra Leader.cesseeeseeess-J0an Davis 
Prime Minister... Sig Rumann 
Paron PYTTeLETy: Alan Hale 
Singer ee o006ecee Leah Ray 
KrantZ% oe. »Melville Cooper 
coscceceesoe cmeRUrloe Cass 
eoveee George Givot 
ecocecococeecess Grete Meyer 
Janitor ..ccccccccescoccesecss gon Brecher 
Chauffeur sececcceeeeses eeess Torben Meyer 
Waiter eee. George Davis 
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For 12 years in the course of which 
she won three Olympic champion- 
ships for her fancy antics on the ice, 
Sonja Henie was regarded as one 
of the athletic marvels of the time. 
Then they put her in front of a cam- 
era, surrounded her with some first 
class comedians and an amusing 
made-to-order story, which exploit- 
ed her skating prowess, and the pub- 
lic paid generously to see her in 
‘One in a Million. Her new film, 
‘Thin Ice,’ is a test of her drawing 
power, in which she is to prove 
whether she was a one picture flash 
or a picture draw. She's both the 
latter and a flash, all right; a flash of 
winter lightning, a great combina- 
tion of muscle and music, a Pavlowa 
on ice. 

‘Thin Ice’ as an attraction probably 
will be everything at the boxoffice 
which its predecessor was (which 
was plenty), and a little bit more. 
It is well produced by Raymond 
Griffith, directed with pace and a 
light touch by Sidney Lanfield and 
supported by some very appropriate 
musical scoring and_ entertaining 
songs. It carries a first run marquee 
cast, in which Tyrone Power is co- 
starred with Miss Henie. 

Story is reminiscent of a musical 
comedy book of the Harry B. Smith 
era. Not that it matters too much, 
because the screenplay is stream- 
lined vehicle for Miss Henie and 
Power. Former is the skating and 
skiing instructress at an Alpine hotel, 
meeting piace of a group of Euro- 
pean diplomats concerned about the 
political status quo. Power is a 
young prince, sent on by his prime 
minister to play dumb. While af- 
fairs of nations are being discussed 
he slips out with his skiis, and his 
dark snow glasses. Sliding down a 
glacier at 40 miles an hour he meets 
Sonja traveling in the same direc- 
tion. There’s a lot of plot about 
mistaken identities, threatened in- 
ternational complications and old- 
fashioned romance. 2 

Power does some duet skiing but 
stays off the ice. Just as well that he 
does. On ice Miss Henie is a virtu- 
oso. The only thing which can keep 
up with her is the music, and when 
she turns on her particular brand 
of pirouets even the accompaniment 
comes in second. Film calls for 
some romantic subleties which the 
pair handle neatly. Outdoor scenes 
were taken at Mt. Ranier and are 
lovely landscapes. ¢ 

Production wallop is the staging of 
three elaborate ice ballets, engaging 
a skating corps of 100 men and wo- 
men. Troupe is beautifully costumed 
and photographed from angles which 
bring out grace, speed and_ skill. 
Sonja Henie is breath-taking in her 
specialties. She’s something to see. 
Last of the ballets, and the best, is 
tacked on at the end of the film in 
a bad anti-climactic spot for effect. 

In support are some good special- 
ties and characterizations. Joan 
Davis scores heavily with ‘My Swiss 
Hill Billy,’ by Pollack and Mitchell, 
and ‘I’m Olga from the Volga,’ a 
Gordon-Revel lvric and tune. Leah 
Ray sings two other numbers by the 
former team. ‘My Secret Love Affair 
and ‘Over Night.’ All the melody is 
up to the standard of the film which 
is double A. 

Raymond Walburn is in the top 
comedy spot and gets his laughs. 
Arthur Treacher drolls a valet role: 
Alan Hale and Maurice Cass are 
belligerant diplomats; Melville Coop- 
er delivers something more than his 
lines as the hotel manager. and Sig 
Rumann is in for a short bit as prime 
minister. George Givot is lost in a 
snowdrift in a minor character part. 

‘Thin Ice’ is a smart. slick show. 
Tt is compact and runs slightly more 
than an hour. That means boxoffice 
turnover. Flin. 


THE LADY ESCAPES 


20th Century-Fox release of Leslie T. 
Landau production, Features Gloria 
Stuart, Michael Whalen. Directed by 
Eugene Forde. Adapted by Don Ettlinger 
trom the novel, ‘My Second Wife,’ by 
Eugene Heltai; camera, Lucien Andriot; 
asst. director, William Forsyth; film editor, 
Al de Gaetano; musical direction, Samuel 
Kaylin. At Albee, Brooklyn, week Aug. 
21, '37, dual bill. Running time, 63 mins. 
Linda Ryan ....Gloria Stuart 
Michael Whalen 


~ “ ap tga edhe eeeeeeeae : 
> ne Blanchard......e0....George Sanders 
Kad Worthington......Cora Witherspoon 

‘esgie Farnsworth....,Gerald Oliver-Smith 
Dolores 


Judes i tmeeeeeeess eeeeseve June Brewster 
De Bees eeeccccssesecccecs Howard Hickman 
r FORO. ceccececcces Trrrrrrrrr yr Joseph Tozer 
: ntonio 5006036466864 04006000 «+-Don Alvarado 
Monsieur | ee errr Maurice Cass 
teas ttt teseeeeeeseeees Franklin Pangborn 

BO GONG s604s 02h ecars +s-Tom Ricketts 





Passable B comedy on the strength 
of the performances of its two lead- 
ing players, Gloria Stuart and 


Michael Whalen, Pic is a dualer, 
but on marquee value and Miss 
Stuart’s and Whalen’s playing should 
be a fair prospect for upper billing. 

Story is one of those giddy ro- 
mances currently in fashion. Opens 
with the wedding rehearsal, at which 
the groom becomes so irritated at 
the repeated interference of the 
bride’s mother that he persuades the 
judge who is officiating to perform 
a genuine ceremony, with the bride 
believing it just another rehearsal. 
From then on it’s a series of hectic 
scraps between the newlyweds, wind- 
ing up in their first anniversary de- 
cision to get a divorce. However, 
the wife won’t consent to a divorce 
until her spouse picks out another 
hubby for her—because, she says, 
she’s too affectionate to remain un- 
married. Continual battle goes on 
from there, with what looks like a 
temporary reconciliation at the 
finale, 

It’s one of those determinedly 
whimsical yarns that doesn’t for a 
} moment seem probable, Yet the 
action keeps stepping and the lus- 
trous personality of the two leads 
maintains interest. Without ever 
being plausible, the pic is continu- 
ously acceptable. Such _ childish 
scuffling as Miss Stuart and Whalen 
carry on in ‘The Lady Escapes’ 
doesn’t make much sense. Certainly, 
male spectators will find it tough to 
figure why Whalen can’t stand a 
looker like his wife, while the 
femmes will probably only sigh 
when the screen hubby gets rough. 

Without particularly strong ma- 
terial in the script, Eugene Forde’s 
direction keeps the turmoil skim- 
ming and plays up the natural ap- 
peal of the leads. Strong contrib- 
uting performances are turned in by 
Cora Witherspoon as the addle-pated 
mother-in-law and Geraid Oliver- 
Smith as best man and intended 
friend of the husband. Technical de- 
partments have done capable jobs. 
Apparently made on a modest 
budget, the film should emerge okay 
| on the ledgers. Hobe. 











| LIFE OF THE PARTY 


(MUSICAL) 


RKO release of Edward 
duction. 


Kaufman pro- 
Features Joe Penner, Gene Ray- 


mond, Parkyakarkus, Victor Moore, Har- 
riet Hilliard, Helen Broderick. Directed 
by William A, Seiter. Screen play by 
Bert Kalmar, Harry Ruby, Viola Brothers 


Shore, from story by Joseph Santley; songs, 












Herbert Magidson, Allie Wrubel, George 
Jessel, Ben Oakland; dances, Sammy Lee; 
musical director, Roy Webb; camera, J. 
Roy Hunt. Reviewed io Projection Room, 
N. Y¥., Aug. 23, ’37. Running time, 86 
mins. 

POEMNNET. cecdoccccoccsesscceseses Joe Penner 
Barry. ceccscccescoccesesees-Gene Raymond 
PATKY soccctecteceseccoccecsss Parkyakarkus 
Mitzi seee »-Harriet Hilliard 
Oliver secceee bueuebdoeeecs< OCU, ae 
Pauline «200 enbneteseteece Helen Broderick 
Dr. MoInac. ccccccgecceseesees Billy Gilbert 
DREN 6 <sctabcared iebetsysetasead Ann Miller 
Hotel Manager...eee.s.-..--Richard Lane 
| eee seeceeess- Franklin Pangborn 
Mrs. Penner......+.++...Margaret Dumont 
Countess Marto0s.,........+- Ann Shoemaker 
BUMBR 60s scapes bb06006 00.600 e206 Jane Rhodes 
Mr. Van Tuyl..... .«... George Irving 
Mrs. Van Tuyl..e. «++. Winifred Harris 
Maitre d’Hotel...ccsscessess Charles Judels 


A mild musical which should 
prove fairish entertainment and do 
fairly at the b.o. There is no wal- 
loping name in the cast, but a stal- 
wart lineup of featured players 
which will, in the aggregate, attract 
some biz. Film will mostly get. up- 
per-line dual bracketing. 

One of the most obvious defects 
is hearty humor despite presence of 
Joe Penner, Parkyakarkus, Victor 
Moore and Helen Broderick, Ma- 


terial given not too bright and cer- 
tainly not sustained. Penner comes 
off best, aided in the pinches by his 
mugging and the fol-de-rols he’s 
been primarily relying on for years. 
In fact, Penner lifts himself above 
the average of his past pic endeav- 
ors. But he alone can’t bat in enough 
runs to win when his teammates are 
striking out so much. 

Miss Broderick excels at acerbity, 
but there’s no acid in her humor at 
all—and seldom any but feeble 
humor. Victor Moore is held on a 
leash, and never really gets an op- 
portunity to swing out in his comic 
style. Parkyakarkus is over-used 
for what his material warranted and 
his stuff gets more than a shade 
monotonous before the end is 
reached. 

Harriet Hilliard is running away 
from her mother, who wants to 
marry her off to a wealthy Park 
Avenue lad (Penner) because of his 
money. Her agent (Miss Broderick) 
is trying to get her spotted in a 
show biz troupe so she can slip her 
mother’s coils. Young blade (Gene 
Raymond) pops up and starts ro- 
mancing her. Finally she feigns 
marriage with him to duck her 
mother, who is pleased to learn chap 
will inherit millions. It’s o.k. till 
rumor gets around he won't get the 
money, but he does in the end, and 
though the secret that pair are not 
wed leaks, that is taken care of, and 
girl gets an audition with troupe and 
makes good. 

Moore is a private gumshoe fol- 
lowing Raymond to keep him out of 
(femme) trouble. Parkyakarkus is 
the hotel dick in the Southern Cali- 


fornia Coast spot where about all 
the action takes place. 
Music doesn’t reveal one real 


standout calculated to winnow big 
popularity, but ‘Yankee Doodle Band’ 
is equipped with a slick set of 
lyrics and will prove a good novelty 
number for bands. Piece is chanted 
by Miss Hilliard in smart arrange- 














Miniature Reviews 


‘Thin Ice’ (20th). Sonja 
Henie co-starred with Tyrone 
Power in a box office winner, 

‘The Lady Escapes’ (20th), 
Entertaining B comedy, with 
fair name strength, 

‘The Life of the Party’ (RKO), 
Fair musical, which will do that 
sort of biz. Joe Penner, Gene 
Raymond, et al. for the marquee, 

‘Victoria the Great’ (RKO), 
British-made biog of the popu- 
lar ruler of England will do 
good biz in the U. S. Fine pro- 
duction, with Anna Neagle 
shining in the title role. 

‘Talent Scout’ (WB). Stock 
version, with songs, of the 
young hopeful who skyrockets 
to Hollywood fame; of filler 
proportions. 

‘Make a Wish’ (RKO). OK 
Bobby Breen starrer,  senti- 
mentally b.o., with excellent 
Oscar Straus songs. 

‘Sea Racketeers’ (Rep). Weak 
programmer about the Coast 
Guard. Needs herculean sup- 
port for the duals. 

‘Black Aces’ (U). First-rate 
Buck Jones mesquiter meller. 

‘The Dead March’ (Imperial), 
Compilation of World War ac- 
tion shots pieced together as a 
piece of pacifism. Not too ad- 
roitly handled, but timely and 
topical release. 














ment during the pic’s only big pro- 
duction number, near finale. Long 
line of lads ‘n’ lassies do the hoofing, 
in a routine fairly well drilled by 
Sammy Lee. Tapstress Ann Miller 
does some solo stomping during the 
‘Doodle Band’ number, but she’s 
been allowed to follow the Eleanor 
Powell style too closely. Even her 
military raiment for the number is 
a too-close approximation of togs 
Miss Powell wore during the finale 
of ‘Broadway Melody of ’37.’ 

Miss Hilliard and Raymond duet 


three songs one of which ‘Let’s 
Have Another Cigaret,’ the only 
other good tune, is thoughtfully 


staged and will prove a pleasing 
sequence much needed during a slow 
stretch along the home-stretch. Pen- 
ner squeezes plenty out of his com- 
edy song, ‘Life of the Party.’ 

Billy Gilbert is o.k. as a slightly 
wacky orch leader, but his stuff is 
permitted to become _ repititious. 
Franklin Pangborn does his usual 
fuss-budgetty role as the batoneer’s 
manager. 

Production doesn’t look expensive, 
but is thoroughly adequate. Direc- 
tion o.k. and camera very “ P 

ert. 


VICTORIA THE GREAT 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(Partly In Color) 


RKO release of Herbert Wilcox produc- 
tion. Stars Anna Neagle and Anton Wal- 
brook; features H. B, Warner, Waiter Riila, 
Directed by Wilcox. Screen play, Miles 
Malleson, Charles de Grandcourt; camera, 
F, A. Young; technicolor camera, William 
V. Skall; musical score, Anthony Collins. 
Previewed in N. Y¥. Running time, 110 
mins, 9 
Queen Victoria. .teesseseess---Anna Neagle 
Prince Consort...eeseese...-Anton Walbrook 


Prince Earnest...cccocessseres Walter Rilla 
Duchess of Kent...+++.++--...Mary Morris 
Lord Melbourne.,......eses+0++- H, B. Warner 
Baroness Lehzen.......+se0. Greta Wegener 


Archbishop of Canterbury.....C. V. France 
Wellington....ssscccscesseee.-..dames Dale 
Sir Robert Peel.....eeeeee-- Charles Carson 
Lord Conyngham. Herbert Harben 








Palmerston.....++ TTT TTT Feliz Aylmer 
Gladstone........cee. ecccceeed Arthur Young 
Disraeli (young).....«-. Derrick De Marney 
Disraeli (O10)... ccccesceceeves: Hugh Miller 
Stock MAL. .cccsccccccovccssses Paul Leyssac 

The most ambitious production 


ever turned out by Herbert Wil- 
cox, British producer, and a piece 
that looks set for sturdy biz. A care- 
fully done job on the life and long 
reign of England’s Queen Victoria, 
it will inevitably be compared in the 
U. S. with the legit ‘Victoria Regina.’ 
That it will not come off unfavor- 
ably with that show will help it 
much. Other b.o angles are the 
deeper interest in the British mon- 
archy evinced by Americans since 
the Windsor- Warfield page - one 
smear, Coronation and a curiosity 
about Victoria that has been spread- 
ing for some time. In the U. S., 
too, the filmgoers have always 
rallied ’round the Hollywood-hewn 
pix which glorified England, her 
traditions and checkered history. 
This is the first time a British film 
has ever done such a_ goodwill- 
grabbing job for empire and throne 
as have American films often in the 
past. 

Not cloak-and-cocked-hat histori- 
cal tedium of pageantry and fancy 
dramatics, ‘Victoria the Great’ travels 
a long way toward a full and clari- 
fied explanation of the most popular 
ruler England ever had. Her career, 


lineates his character flawlessly and 
with an understanding at once subtle 
and easily communicable to an 
audience, 

The film wisely puts 


her romance, marriage, and per- 
sonal characteristics. Backgrounded 
is her public life, and her gradual 
rise to such high estimation of her 
people. But that approach was wise. 
How much more interesting is the 
personal life of a w.k. figure. The 
big moments of the film are Vic- 
toria’s romantic and domestic ones, 
with the historical highlights of her 


of the story. 
Standout sequences are the meet- 


toria and Albert, his risking his life 
to stand between her and a would-be 
assassin, their shaping of England's 
home and foreign policy. 

Threaded into the story are the 
rather immortal figures of her reign 


raeli, Gladstone, Sir Robert Peel and 
Palmerston. But their roles are sub- 
jugated to the strict account of Vic- 
toria’s and Albert’s lives. 


astute one. As an instance, her Cor- 
onation is played down to the cere- 


big panoply is trotted out on her 
Jubilee. Latter is the closing se- 
quence (as always in ‘Victoria Re- 
gina’) and is in technicolor. The tint- 
ing isn’t too good, but serves ef-| 
fectively as a pointer-up for the 
climax, 

Film runs too long, and at least 
a guarter-hour might be chopped 


studded with repetitions. 
Wilcox’s direction is suave 
understanding. Throughout there is 
the reverence toward the subject | 
expected of the British-made film. 
In view of the fact that this is the | 
very first pic made after the Crown} 
permitted a dramatization to be pre- | 


with Victoria, it will be a mopup 
throughout England and its Colonies. 
Camera not up to the par estab- 
lished by all other productional 
departments. Musical accom is 
swell, done by the London Bshine 
phony Orch. Bert. 


TALENT SCOUT 


(WITH SONGS) 


Warner Bros. production 
Features Donald Woods, 
Fred Lawrence, Rosalind Marquis, Joseph 
Crehan, David Carlyle, Teddy Hart, Mary 
Treen, Directtd by William Clemens, 
Original story by George Bilson; adapta- 
tion, Bilson, William Jacobs; scngs, M. K, 
Jerome, Jack Scholl; camera, Rex Wimpy. 
At Criterion, N. Y., week Aug. 19, '37. 
Running time, 62 mins, 

Steve Stewart..s.scccsessses- Donald Woods 
Doris Pierce eeoececes Jeanne Madden 
Mary Brannigan 

Raymond Crane, scecossees+- Fred Lawrence 
Bernice Fox...secsesesess Rosalind Marquis 
po * Lambert. cccceecevesss Joseph Crehan 
M. B. Carter...cccemeseseces- Charles Halton 
Bert Smith... »- David Carlyle 
Moe Jerome.. »Teddy Hart 
Janet Morris. F 
Jack Scholl... eeocess.-Al Herman 
7 Seer eoccccevcoemese+ Helen Valkis 
Jed Hudkins........+..e0ecee-JOhn Pearson 
Master of Ceremonies..eseessFrank Faylen 
Charlie. ...cccccccssscosepeeme.Jonn Harron 
Miss Grant....ccosccscescesenes Mary Doyle 
Robert Donnolly.....ssesseeemess Harry bx 

_--_---— 


Everything about this piece of 
makebelieve has the stamp of the 
quick onceover, and lightly, The 
story, while making no pretentions 
to authentic background, hews close- 
ly to the trite throughout and allows 
a group of young Warner on-the- 
way-uppers to take some nice prac- 
tice shots in line reading and sing- 
ing. ‘Talent Scout’ is, withal, affable 
entertainment and rates a kindly 
afterthought for the nabes. 

It’s a fable about the Hollywood 
studios, but the glimpses behind the 
scenes never veer from the precon- 





and release, 
Jeanne Madden, 


eeeReweeeeeeeee 
ee ere eee eweeeere 
+»Mary Treen 






Opportunities allowed the young- 


sters in the cast prove Donald Woods 
personable and skilful at light com- 
edy, Jeanne Madden still a callow 
prima donna, Rosalind Marquis far 
more effective at torching a tune 
than registering threat, and Fred 
Lawrence a stiff but willing per- 
former. Songs of M. K. Jerome and 
Jack Scholl are above average and 
fare handily, particularly ‘I Am the 
Singer, You Are My Song’ and ‘Born 
to Love.’ Latter a very likely tune. 

Mechanics of the plot has Woods 
digging up Miss Madden as screen 
promise after he had been fired from 
his job of studio talent scout. The 
discovery takes place at an amateur 
show in a small town. Woods brings 
the girl to Hollywood and horn- 
swoggies his ex-employers into giv- 
ing her a test. This turns out badly, 
but he quickly stages a stunt that 
gets her on the studio’s payroll. The 
girl catapults to stardom and in the 
process she falls in love with her 
leading man, Lawrence. When a 





both public and private, is traced) 


from June 20, 1837 when she as- | 


cended the throne, until the day of | 


her 60th anniversary as queen, | 
shortly before her demise. | 
Anna Neagle, in the title role, 


gives an unwavering performance | 
throughout. While a cut below the 
quality of Helen Hayes’ performance, 
Miss Neagle’s trouping is thorough 
and the character credible always 
and, at times, superbly projected. 
Anton Walbrook as Albert, 





the! 


misunderstanding threatens to frus- 
trate this love, her impresario, 
though smitten himself, resorts to 
another fast one, and Miss Madden 
and Lawrence are reconciled. 

Of the oldsters in the troupe 
Joseph Crehan and Charles Halton 
account for sharply etched charac- 
terizations. They are posed as part- 
ner-producers, the former raspy and 
dominating, and Halton, the timid 
president, who lets sentiment stum- 
ble him into smart business coups. 

Odec. 


rule mere milestones along the path | 


ing, courtship and marriage of Vic-| 


ceptions that the fans have of them. | 


Prince Consort, is superb. He de- 


its prime) production, 
focus on the private life of Victoria, | 


MAKE A WISH 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 


| RKO-Radio release of Sol Lesser-Principal 
Stars Bobby Breen and Easil 





Rathbone, Features Marion Claire, 
Armetta, Ralph Forbes, Leon Errol, Die 
rected by Kurt Neumann. Screenplay, Gere 
trude Berg, Bernard Schubert and Earle 


Henry 


Snell, from original by Mrs. Berg: addi- 
tional dialog, Wm. Hurlbut; comedy se- 
quences by (the late) Al Boasberg. Music 


by Oscar Straus; other songs by Straus, 
Louis Alter and Paul F, Webster: musicat 
director, Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld; music supere 
visor, Abe Meyer; camera, John Mescall; 
dances, Larry Ceballos; asst. director, John 
Boyle; assoc. producer, Edward Gross; film 
editor, Arthur Hilton. Previewed at Pane- 





| 


—Lord Melbourne, Wellington, Dis-| 


tages, "37. 
time, 


Hollywood, Aug. 23, 


7) mins. 


Running 





Bobby Breen, the boy soprano who 
stepped from the Sunday evening 
radio audience to ‘he picture screens, 
and took along enough of his fol- 
lowers to put ‘Rainbow on the River’ 
in high film rental brackets, has an- 
other good film in ‘Make a Wish.’ 
The sentiment is plastered on pretty 


| thick but the music composed by 


_ Productionally, ‘Victoria the Great | 
is done with a lavish hand—and an 


mony within St. Paul’s, whereas the | 


off the first several reels, which are | 


and | Rawlinson figure prominentl 


sented within the Empire dealing | 


| 


| 
| 


Oscar Straus has distinct quality and 
the production as a whole rates ime 
portant bookings for family trade. 
Boy star is supported by top ranke 
ing players, Basil Rathbone is co- 
starred in a refreshing role as an 
operatic composer and demonstrates 
his ability to play a light romantic 
part quite as deftly as the heavy 
types which he usually handles, 
Marion Claire, newcomer to the 
films, but standard on the radio, 
scores nicely in her singing. Leon 
Errol, Donald Meek, Charles Rich- 
man, Ralph Forbes and Herbert 


Original story by Gertrude Berg 


| tells of life at a boys’ summer camp 
|in the Maine woods. 


Kurt Neumann, 
in his direction, has caught the 
youthful spirit and has derived 
comedy and pathos from the daily 
goings-on of city youngsters turned 
loose at vacation time. Bobby is a 
first-year boy. Lad meets Rathbone, 
who gets inspiration for his new 


.| operetta from ‘eading letters sent to 


Bobby by the boy’s mother, one- 
time operetta star, You've already 
guessed the answer—Bobby brings 
them together, mother makes a 
smash hit in her stage comeback, 
and boy is in line for a kindly step- 
father. 

Straus is credited with four num- 
bers of which ‘Make a Wish’ and 
‘Music in My Heart,’ sung by Master 
Breen, are likely to get into the 
most-played lists. Both are good 
melodies. 

Best musical feature is Hugo 
Reisenfeld’s scoring of the en- 
tire piece in course of which he has 
taken the Straus numbers as themes 
in an effective and entertaining 
manner, 

Some of the bovish humor and 
comedy situations which were writ- 
ten by late Al Boasberg are ex- 
cellent. Billy Lee, a seven-year-old 
who trails the larger boys, walks off 
with most laughs. Flin, 


SEA RACKETEERS 


(WITH SONGS) 








| 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer pro« 
ductions, Features Weldon Heyburn, Jeanne 
Madden, Warren Hymer. Directed by 
Hamilton MeFadden, Original screen play, 
Dorrell MeGowan and Stuart McGowan; 
camera, Ernest Miller; supervising editor, 
Murray Keldeen; film editor, William More 
gan; musical director, Alberto Colombo; 
songs, Ned Washington, Sam H. Stept, Lou 
Handman, Walter Hirsch, Raoul Krause 
haar, William Lava, Reviewed in Projece 
tion Room, N, Y¥., Aug. 19, ’87, Running 
time, 64 ming, 







TIM, . cvcedsccvccecceovesess Weldon Heyburn 
Pat secercccecceevecesesss.-Jennne Madden 
Spud... ccccccsccccecceseses+. Warren Hymer 
TOOLS... ceccdoceusessesess. Dorothy MeNulty 
DUrAant esccccccessevecss+-d, Carroll Naish 
oT Pre wrTiyrrsrer. Joyce Compton 
Maxwell Gordon. .. Charles Trowbridge 
Weanel....cocccccceccescorsecers Syd Saylor 
McGrath. ceeescecs see+. Lane Chandler 
MAXI@. .coseetescoe seoees... Benny Burt 
Turk. scocccccdcceccess eeeees Ralph Sanford 


Don Rowan 
-Bryant Washburn 


Lew OOOOH MOREE EEE eee ee 
Mr. Crane. ceedscccccess 





Class C adventure-romance glori- 
fying the Coast Guard. About the 
nefarious skuliduggery of a fur- 
smuggling ring and how a couple of 
dim-wit Coast Guardsmen finally 
make ’em say ‘uncle.’ Dash of heart 
interest is supplied by Jeanne Mad- 
den and Dorothy McNulty, May get 
by juve audiences, but that’s about 





all, Will need plenty bolstering in 
the duals, 


Probably there’s a strong picture 
to be made around the activities of 


| the Coast Guard, Certainly the sea 
offers a wealth of colorful atmos- 
| phere and, despite the normally ser- 
|}ene appearance of the Coast Guard 
| Stations, there must be plenty of ex- 
citement on those occasions when 
dat ol’ debbil ocean goes on a ramp- 
age and wreckage strews the shore. 

‘Sea Racketeers,’ however ignores 
all that. It contents itself, instead, 
with a routine little yarn about a 
gang of standard cinema bad men, 
with the customary injection of dirty 
work behind the scenes of a floating 
night club. In addition, the direc- 
; tion is notably weak and such nor- 
|; mally workmanlike players as War- 
jren Hymer, Dorothy McNulty and 
| J. Carroll Naish turn in feeble pere 
formances, 

As the he-man Coast Guardsman 
jm is supposed to turn every fair 











damsel into a fine case of quivers, 
(Continued on page 23) 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are inciuded.) 


COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

































































pe a 
WEEK \/HEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
7/9/37 THE TWO OF US Gainsborough Gi Rom-Com J. Hulbert-Gina Malo Lynn Shores 
/ THE SHADOW STRIKES Alexanders GN Mystery R. LaRocque-L. Anders G. Seitz 61 7/14 
BETWEEN TWO WOMEN MGM MGM Drama Tone-V. Bruce-M. O’Sullivan R. Stevenson 87 8/11 
HOOSIER SCHOOLBOY K. Goldsmith Mono Drama M. Rooney-F. Shiclds Nigh 62 6/30 
WILD MONEY Par Par Com-Dr E. E, Horton-L. Campbell Louis King 70 8/4 
ON AGAIN, OFF AGAIN L. Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey-E. Muir Edw. Cline 66 8/11 
BORN RECKLESS M. H. Feld 20th Melodrama B. Donlevy-R. Hudsen M. St. Clair 60 7/21 
WESTBOUND LIMITED McRae-Koenig U Rom-Dr L. Talbot-P. Rewles F. Beebe 64 
PUBLIC WEDDING WB WB Com-Dr J. Wyman-M. Wilson Nick Grinde 
EMPTY HOLSTERS WB WwB Western D. Foran-P. Walthall B. Eason 
tegen 
7/16 /37 IT CAN’T LAST FOREVER H. L. Decker Col Rom,-Com, R. Bellamy-B. Furness Ham. MacFadden 68 T/7 
KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Robeson R. Stevenson 80 6/30 
BOOTS OF DESTINY Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 59 7/28 
BLAZING BARRIERS K. Goldsmith Mono Drama F. Coghlan-E. Arnold, Jr. A. Scotte 
RIDERS OF THE DAWN R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randal! R. N. Bradbury 53 8/18 
TOPPER Hal Roach MGM Comedy C. Bennett-R. Young N. MacLeod a8 7/14 
EASY LIVING A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Comedy J. Arthur-R. Milland M. Leisen 88 7/7 
SUPER SLEUTH Edw. Small RKO Mystery J. Oakie-A. Sothern Ben Stoloff 15 7/14 
THE RED ROPE A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-L. January S. Roy Luby 60 7/21 
THE CALIFORNIAN Sol Lesser 20th Western R. Arlen-R, Cortez Gus Meins 59 3/7 
EVER SINCE EVE Cosmo WwB Rom-Com M. Davies-R. Montgomery L. Bacon 17 8/30 
7/23/37 RENDEZVOUS IN ALPS J. Hagen GN Rom-Dr J. Baxter-A,. Bushel B. Vorhaus 
/ SARATOGA Hyman-Emerson MGM Rom-Dr Gable-Harlow Jack Conway 90 7/14 
PARADISE ISLE Dorothy Reid Mono Drama Movita-W. Hull A. G. Collins 73 7/28 
RUSTLER’S VALLEY H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd Nate Watt 58 7/7 
THE BIG SHOT Maury Cohen RKO Comedy C. Witherspoon-Kibbee Edw. Killy 60 8/11 
THE LADY ESCAPES L. L. Landau 20th Rom-Com M. Whalen-G, Stuart Eugene Forde 63 8/25 
KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR A. Korda UA Drama Dietrich-Robert Donat J. Feyder 99 6/16 
TALENT SCOUT WB WB Comedy D. Woods-J, Madden Louis King 62 8/25 
7/30/37 A DANGEROUS ADVENTURE W. MacDonald Col Action D. Terry-R. Keith D. R. Lederman 
WHERE THERE’S A WILL Gainsborough GB Rom-Dr Will Hay-Lilli Palmer M. Varnell 
SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Comedy S. Erwin-J. Compton Glenn Tryon 
LONDON BY NIGHT S. Zimbalist MGM Mystery L. G. Carroll-R. Johnson W. Thiele 70 8/4 
LEGION OF MISSING MEN I, E. Chadwick Mono Drama Ralph Forbes H. McFadden 
EXCLUSIVE Ben Glazer Par Melodrama F, MacMurrayv-F. Farmer Al Hall 73 7/21 
TOAST OF NEW YORK Edw. Small RKO Rom-Dr E. Arnold-l’. Farmer-Oakie Rowland V. Lee 93 7/14 
WEE WILLIE WINKIE Gene Markey 20th Drama S. Tempie-V. McLaglen John Ford 105 6/30 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett I. Cummings 115 8/4 
THE ROAD BACK Grainger-Whale U Drama J. King-B. Read-A. Devine J. Whale 105 6/23 
MARRY THE GIRL WB WB Comedy Mary Boland-H. Herbert Wm. McGann 66 8/4 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND AT BAY Rep Rep Melodrama J. Lodge-D. Mackaill Norman Lee 63 8/4 
8/6/37 RANGER STEPS IN Col Col Western B. Allen-F. Stewart S. G. Bennett 
MYSTERY OF HOODED HORSEMAN Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 60 8/4 
THE GOOD EARTH I. Thalberg MGM Drama Paul Muni-Luise Rainer S. Franklin 140 2/10 
THE OUTER GATE I. E. Chadwick Mono Drama Ralph Forbes H. MacFadden 
BLONDE TROUBLE Par Par Musical L. Overman-E. Whitney G. Archainbaud 7 8/4 
WINDJAMMER G. Hirliman RKO Action George O’Brien-C. Worth Ewing Scott 
SEA RACKETEERS A. Schaefer Rep Melodrama W. Heyburn-J, Madéen H. MacFadden 64 8/25 
BOOTHILL BRIGADE A. W. Hackel 20th Western J. M. Brown-C. Rochelle Sam Newfield 
YOU CAN’T HAVE EVERYTHING L. Schwab 20th Musical Alice Faye-Ritz Bros. Ameche N. Taurog 104 7/28 
REPORTED MISSING E. M. Asher U Melodrama Wm. Gargan-J. Rogers M. Carruth 
STELLA DALLAS S. Goldwyn UA Drama Stanwyck-Boles King Vidor 70 7/28 
SAN QUENTIN WB WB Melodrama P. O’Bricn-H. Bogart L. Bacon 100 7/28 
8/13/37 LOVE TAKES FLIGHT Condor GN Rom-Com B. Cabot-Beatrice Roberts Conrad Nagel 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono Outdoor O. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I, V. Willat 
ARTISTS AND MODELS L. E. Gensler Par Musical J. Benny-G, Patrick Raoul Walsh 95 8/4 
HIDEAWAY Cliff Reid RKO Drama F. Stone-M. Lord Richard Rosson 60 7/21 
ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr C. Trevor-S. Blane Allan Dwan 68 7/21 
HANDY ANDY (Reissue) Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-R. Taylor D. Butler sl 8/7/34 
DANCE, CHARLIE, DANCE WB WwB Comedy S. Erwin-Jean Muir F, McDonald 
DEVIL’S SADDLE LEGION WB WB Western Dick Foran-Ann Nagel B. Connolly 
8/20/37 OUTLAWS OF THE ORIENT Col Col Outdoor J. Holt-Mae Clark E. B. Schoedsack 
KING OF THE SIERRAS Condor GN Western Thunder and Rex A. Rosson 
SHADOWS OF THE ORIENT L. Darmour Mono Drama R. Toomey-E. Ralston B. Lynwood 
BROADWAY MELODY OF ’38 Jack Cummings MGM Musical R. Taylor-E, Powell-S. Tucker R. Del Ruth 115 8/18 
SHE’S NO LADY B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama Dvorak-John Trent C. Vidor 65 8/18 
HOPALONG RIDES AGAIN H. Sherman Par * Western William Boyd L. Selander 65 
PUBLIC COWBOY NO. i S. C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-S. Burnette J. Kane 
FLIGHT FROM GLORY Robert Sisk RKO Action O. Stevens-W. Bourne D. Silverstein 66 8/11 
LOVE UNDER FIRE N. Johnson 20th Rom-Com L. Young-D. Ameche G. Marshall 70 8/11 
MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR M., LeRoy WwsB Rom-Com K. Baker-J. Wyman A. E. Green 85 7/28 
FOOTLOOSE HEIRESS WB WE Rom-Com C. Keynolds-A. Sheridan Wm. Clemens 
8/27/37 IT’S ALL YOURS Wm. Perlberg Col Comedy M. Carroll-F, Lederer E. Nugent 
KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Robeson R. Stevenson 80 6/30 
TRAILING TROUBLE Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 
BAD GUY Harry Rapf MGM Melodrama B. Cabot-J. Chatburn E. Cahn 
WHERE THE WEST BEGINS R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
ATLANTIC FLIGHT William Berke Mono Western. . D. Merrill-Lambie William Nigh 
ON SUCH A NIGHT Em. Cohen Par Melodrama K. Morley-G. Richards E. A. Dupont 71 8/18 
MAKE A WISH Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-B. Rathbone K. Neumann 15 8/25 
THINK FAST, MR. MOTO Sol Wurtze! 20th Melodrama Lorre-V. Field Norman Foster 66 8/18 
WESTERN GOLD Sol Wurtzel 20th Western S. Ballew-H. Angel H. Bretherton 
DEAD END Sam Goldwyn UA Drama S. Sidney-J. McCrea William Wyler 90 8/4 
MAN WHO CRIED WOLF E. M. Asher U Melodrama L. Stone-B, Reed L. R. Foster 85 7/21 
CONFESSION WB WB Rom-Drama K. Francis-I. Hunter Joe May 
9/3/37 IT HAPPENED IN HOLLYWOOD M. Connolly Col Comedy R. Dix-Fay Wray H. Lachman 
GANGWAY GB GB Comedy Jessie Matthews Sonnie Hale 90 8/18 
SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT Schertzinger GN Musical Cagney-E. Daw Schertzinger 
BIG CITY Norman Krasna MGM Melodrama Tracy-Rainer F. Borzage 
GOD’S COUNTRY AND MAN R. N. Bradbury Mono Outdoor T. Keene-C. Henry R. N. Bradbury 
SOULS AT SEA Hathaway-Jones Par Drama Cooper-Raft H. Hathaway RY 8/11 
LIFE OF THE PARTY E. Kaufman RKO Musical G. Raymond-H. Hilliard W. A. Seiter 86 8/25 
SHEIK STEPS OUT H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr Novarro-L, Lane Irving Pichel 65 1/28 
TH:N ICE R. Griffith 20th Musical Henie-Power-T:eacher S. Lanfield 18 8/25 
PRISONER OF ZENDA D. Selznick UA Rom-Dr R. Colman-M. Carroll J. Cromwell 
VARSITY SHOW L, Edelman WB Musical D. Powell-Waring-Healy W. Keighley 120 8/11 
9/10/37 COUNSEL FOR CRIME W. MacDonald Col Melodrama O. Kruger-J. Wells John Brahm 
HERE’S FLASH CASEY M. & A. Alexander GN Comedy E. Linden-B. Mallory Lynn Shores 
THE WOMEN MEN MARRY M. Fessier MGM Drama J. Hutchinson-G. Murphy Earl Taggart 
ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Dr W. Gargan-O. Heyward Erle Kenton 
ANNAPOLIS SALUTE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Dr J. Ellison-M. Hunt Chris Cabanne 65 
BORNEO M. Johnson 20th Outdoor Mr. & Mrs. M. Johnson T. Talley 
WILD AND WOOLY John Stone 20th Com-Dr J. Withers-P. Moore » Al Werker 
TOM SAWYER D. O. Selznick UA Com-Dr T. Kelly-E. Patterson H. C. Potter 
100 MEN AND A GIRL J. Pasternak U Musical Durbin-Stokowski-Menjou H. Koster 
WINE, WOMEN AND HORSES WB WB Com-Dr B. MacLane-A,. Sheridan Louis King 
PRAIRIE THUNDER Bryan Foy WwB Western D. Foran-E, Clancy B. Eason 
9/17/37 GAME THAT KILLS H. L. Decker Col Melodrama C. Quigley-R. Hayward D. R. Lederman 
REFREW OF THE MOUNTED A. Herman GN Outdoor J. Newill-C. Hughes Al Herman 
THIRTEENTH GUEST (Reissue) M. H. Hoffman Mono Mystery G. Rocers-L. Talbot Albert Ray 65 9/6/32 
MY DEAR MISS ALDRICH MGM MGM Comedy E. M. Oliver-J. Beecher Geo. B. Seitz 
THIS WAY PLEASE M. Shawer Par Musical B. Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 
VICTORIA THE GREAT H. Wilcox RKO Biog Neacle-Walbrook Herb. Wilcox 110 8/25 
DANGER, LOVE AT WORK H. Wilson 20th Com-Dr J. Haley-A. Sothern O. L. Preminger 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett Irv. Cummings 105 8/4 
LADY FIGHTS BACK Ed Grainger U Drama I. Hervey-K. Taylor Milt Carruth 
ettieieeanatel THAT CERTAIN WOMAN R. Lord WB Drama B. Davis-H. Fonda Ed. Goulding 
9/24/37 WALLABY JIM OF ISLANDS B. Barsky GN Rom-Dr G. Huston-R. Coleman Chas. Lamont 
TEX RIDES WITH BOY SCOUTS E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
THE BRIDE WORE RED J. Mankiewicz MGM Com-Dr J. Crawford-Tone D. Arzner 
STARS OVER ARIZONA R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
SOPHIE LANG IN HOLLYWOOD Par Par Melodrama G. Michacl-L. Crabbe C. Reisner 
40 NAUGHTY GIRLS Wm. Seiter RKO Mystery J. Gleason-ZaSu Pitts Edw. Cline 
LANCER SPY S. G. Engel 20th Drama D. Del Rio-G. Sanders-Lorre G. Ratoff 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson Harold Young 
BEHIND THE MIKE Lew Brock U Com-Dr W. Gargan-J. Barrett Sid Salkow 
Seteinen BACK IN CIRCULATION S. Bischoff WB Com-Rom P. O’Brien-Blondell R. Enright 
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PLAN YOURSELF A RECKLESS RUN FOR A 
GRAND NEW RIOT-AND-RHYTHM SHOW! 


- 2. All these famous comedians giving 
their all! ...Gags and gals and gay 
romance! ... Beauty and joy and , 
sheer delight! ... It’s looney; it’s” | 
lovely! ...It’s nutty; it’s nice! «.. 

it?s pep and glamor and glitter ad . | | wa : 

speed that mean money in the  . £@ ., 



























A GREAT NEW TEAM OF TUNESMITHS! .. . SIX 
SWELL NEW SONGS! .. . HERBERT MAGIDSON 
AND ALLIE WRUBEL wrote: ‘‘Yankee Doodle Band’’—“‘Let’s 


DIRECTED BY WILLIAM A. SEITER Have Another Cigarette’’—“‘So You Won’t Sing!’’—*‘Life | of the 


phctryirtg aul riparia Party’’—“‘Chirp a Little Ditty!’’ ‘Roses in December.’’ ‘Lyrics 
Viola Brothers Shore. by Herbert Magidson and Allie Wruhbel, Music by Ben Oakland. 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
With the 1936-37 production programs all tucked away into the past, 
Hollywood has hit a fast pace for the opening of the 1937-38 season. 
Having a total of 588 films to deliver in ’37-’8 under promise to exhibitors, 
the industry already has either delivered, sent to the cutting rooms or 


placed before the cameras a total of 143 pix, and all in less than a month. 
This is a fast pace, but has resulted in practically every studio in Holly- 
wood getting into an early production swing. Indications are that the pace 


will not be immediately slackened, since almost ali plants have product | : 
| smaller independents in the Greater 


scripted and in tine for immediate work, 





Columbia 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ....02+0+. 40 2 3 4 31 2 
Westerns ....0006 22 I i 1 19 
Wath aves vccas 62 3 4 5 50 ee 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘THE GAME THAT KILLS,’ produced by Harry L. Decker for Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by D. Ross Lederman; original by J. Benton Cheney; 
screen play by Fred Niblo, Jr. and Grace Neville. Cast: Charles Quigley, 
Rita Hayworth, J. Farrell MacDonald, John Gallaudet, Paul Fix, Arthur 
Loft. 

‘RIVER OF MISSING MEN,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by 
Lewis Collins; original by Bernard McConnville; screen play by Tom Kil- 
patrick; photography by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Wynne 
Gibson, Jack LaRue, C. Henry Gordon, William Pawley, Billy Bakewell, 
Arthur Hohl. 

‘PARK AVENUE DAME,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by Al Rogell; original by Robert T. Shannon: screen 
play by Michael Simmons; photography by Henry Freulich. Cast: Richard 
Arlen, Fay Wray, Mary Russell, Wyn Cahoon, Scott Colton, Raymond Wal- 
burn, Gene Morgan, Marc Lawrence, George McKay. 

‘WOMEN OF THE NIGHT,’ produced by Ralph Cohn; directed by C. C. 
Coleman, Jr.; original by Leslie White; screen play by Robert Cohen: 
photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Don Terry, Jacqueline Wells, 
Ralph Byrd, Rita Hayworth, Arthur Loft, John Gallaudet, Louise Stanley, 
Paul Fix, Thurston Hall. 

‘THE AWFUL TRUTH,’ produced by Everet* Riskin; directed by Leo 
McCarey; original story by Arthur Richman; screen play by Dwight Taylor 
and Vina Delmar; photographed by Joe Walker. Cast: Irene Dunne, Cary 
Grant, Ralph Bellamy, Joyce Compton, Wyn Cahoon, Robert Allen, Cecil 
Cunningham. 

“0, Sahn ooennee Pictures Now in Production 

yg AKE MANCE,’ produced by Everett Riskin; directed by 
Edward H. Griffith; photographed by Lucien Andriot; no writing credits 
announced as yet. Cast: Grace Moore. Melvyn Douglas, Stuart Erwin, 
Andre Beranger, Helen Westley. Richard Carle, Walter Kingsford. 

‘I MARRIED AN ARTIST,’ produced by Sydney Buchman; directed by 
Marion Gering. Magazine story by B. Avery Strakosh; screen play by 
Gladys Lehman and Delmer Daves; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. 
Cast: John Boles, Luli Deste, Helen Westley, Frances Drake, Thomas 
Mitchell, Patricia Fatr. 

‘ALL AMERICAN SWEETHEART,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original by Robert E. 
Kent; screen play by Fred Niblo, Jr.. Grace Nevilie and Michael L. Sim- 
mons; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Scott Colton, Patricia Farr. 


og Morgan, Ruth Hilliard, Joe Twerp, Allen Brook, Thurston Hall, Louis 
e Pron. 

‘SMOKING SIX GUNS, produced by Harry L. Decker for Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by Folmer Blangsted; original by J. Benton Cheney; screen 
play by Ed Earl Repp; photographed by Al Zeigler. Cast: Charles Starrett, 
Barbara Weeks, Don Grayson, Dick Curtis, Ed Le Saint, Art Mix. 

, Columbia Pictures Being Readied to Start, with Tentative Credits 

CARNIVAL LADY,’ set to start (30) with Wallace MacDonald producing 
for Irving Briskin unit. No other assignments. 

‘FRESHMAN FOLLIES,’ set to start Sept. 7, Nat Perrin, producing; Al 
Rogell, directing; original story by Corey Ford, no other writing credits 
yet announced, Cast: Charles Starrett, Joan Perry, Jimmy Durante; 
Gertrude Niesen, Romo Vincent, Chas. Chase, Hal LeRoy, Johnny Green, 


Grand National 


Now Balance to 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
errr 49 0 0 5 44 5 
| 16 0 0 0 16 2 
Se ‘ 65 0 0 5 60 7 


Pictures now in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT,’ co-produced by Victor Schertzinger 
and Zion Myers, direction and original story by Schertzinger; screen play 
by Austin Parker; camera, John Stumar. Cast: James Cagney, Evelyn Daw, 
William Frawley, Mona Barrie, Gene Lockhart, James Newill, Harry Barris, 
Cully Richards, Candy Candido, William Davidson, Richard Tucker, Marek 
Windheim, Dwight Frye, John Arthur, Philip Ahn, Kathleen Lockhart, 
Kenneth Harlan, Herbert Rawlinson, Eddie Kane. 

“HERE’S FLASH CASEY,’ produced by Max and Arthur Alexander; 
directed by Lynn Shores; original by George Harmon Coxe; screen play, 
John Krafft; camera, Marcel Pickard. Cast: Eric Linden, Boots Mallory, 
Joseph Crehan, Cully Richards, Howard Halg, Harry Harvey, Holmes 
Herbert, Victor Adams, Matty Kemp, Suzanne Kaaren, Dorothy Vaughn. 
Bryant Washburn, Jr., Maynard Holmes. 
nei OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex. 
. eik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur 
Rosson; original screen play by Scott Darling: photographed by Tom Gal- 
gan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward Peil, 
Billy Van Every. 

H RENFREW OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED,’ produced and directed by Al 
se gees original by Laurie York Erskine; screen play by Charles Logue; 
p otographed by Francis Corley. Cast: James Newell, Carol Hughes, Wil- 
a Royle, Donald Reid, David Barclay, William Austin, Herbert Corthel, 
obert Terry, Kenneth Harlan, William Gould. 
oe Ce JIM OF THE ISLANDS,’ produced by Bud Barsky; directed 
rf arles Lamont; Screen play by Bennett R. Cohen; from original by 
con i Richard Wetjen. Cast: George Houston, Ruth Coleman, William 
} n rincken, Douglas Walton, Mamo Clark. Colin Campbell, Syd Saylor, 
ava Toreno, Nick Thompson, Warner Richmond, Ed Gargan, William 
enge, Chris Martin. 

TEX GN Pix Readied to Start, with Tentative Credits 
Finn an RIDES WITH THE BOY SCOUTS,’ set to start (30): Edward 
T: id production, supervised by Lindsay Parsons: directed by Ray 

avior; original screen play by Edward Kelson. Cast: Tex Ritter only 
assignment to date. 5 
ae OF THE SHADOW,’ set to start (30); produced by Max and 

tur Alexander; original screen play by John Krafft. Cast: Rod La 
ocque. No other assignments as yet. 
einer THIS IS HOLLYWOOD,’ to be produced by Bennie F. Zeidman; no 
ow credits available: no definite starting date. 
by ee JIM OF THE SOUTH SEAS,’ set to start Sept. 15; produced 
Albert Ricken} ‘vi tien. Cast: G 

a lar etjen. Cast: George Houston; no other assignments. 
npereiae en TOWN,’ starting date indefinite; Edward Finney production, 
play b oi“ by Lindsay Parsons; directed by Ray Taylor; original screer 

‘WITH dward Kelso. Cast: Tex Ritter. no other assignments. 
definit PLEASURE MADAME,’ to be produced by Eugen Frenke: no 
Kraiey, repay date; original screen play by Albert Cohen and Hans 

1 OV ast: Anna Sten. No other assignments as vet. 
asia VE ME AGAIN,’ to be produced and directed by Victor Schertzinger: 
o, einal by Schertzinger: screen play bh Toho © v«-% C--+: Anna 
Sten. No other assignments as vet. 





screen play by Raymond Schrock, based on original by | 


Metro 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
re 48 1 6 4 37 5 
Sg eee 4 0 0 0 1 1) 
[ree 52 l 6 4 41 5 

Pictures now ir the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘MADAME X,’ produced by James K. McGuinness; directed by Sam 


Wood; original by Alexander Bisson; screen play by John Meehan; photo- 
graphed by John Seitz. Cast: Gladys George, Warren William, John Beal, 
Henry Daniell, Emma Dunn, Lynne Carver, Philip Reid, William Henry, 
Ruth Hussey. 

‘THE WOMEN MEN MARRY,’ produced by Michael Fessier; directed by 
Errol Taggart: original by Matt Taylor; screen play by Harry Ruskin, 
Donald Henderson Clarke and James Edward Grant; photographed by Les 
White. Cast: George Murphy, Josephine Hutchinson, Suzanne, Cliff 
Edwards, Sidney Blackmer, Toby Wing, Gertrude Michael, Leonard. Penn, 
John Wray, Helen Jerome Eddy. 

‘MY DEAR MISS ALDRICH,’ no producer credit; directed by George 
Seitz; original screen play by Herman J. Mankiewicz; photographed by 
Charles Lawton. Cast: Edna May Oliver, Maureen O’Sullivan, Janet 
Beecher, Arthur Pidgeon, Rita Johnson, Lya Lys, Charley Grapewin, 
Brent Sargent, Walter Kingsford. 

‘THE BRIDE WORE RED,’ produced by Joe Mankiewicz; directed by 
Dorothy Arzner; dance direction by Val Raset; original, adapted from “The 
Girl from Trieste,’ by Ferenc Molnar; screen play by Tess Slesinger and 
Bradbury Foote; photographed by George Folsey. Cast: Joan Crawford, 
Robert Young, Franchot Tone. Billy Burrud, Lynne Carver, Reginald 
Owen, George Zucco, Dickie Moore, Paul Porcasi. 

Metro Pictures Now in Production 

‘CONQUEST,’ formerly titled ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ produced by 
Bernard Hyman; directed by Clarence Brown; novel by Gasiorowski; 
screen play by S. N. Behrman, Salka Viertel, Zoe Akins, Sam Hoffenstefn 
and Talbot Jennings; dance direction by Val Raset; photographed by Karl 
Freund. Cast: Greta Garbo, Charles Boyer, Reginald Owen, Henry 
Stephenson, C. Henry Gordon, Maria Ouspenskaya, Alan Marshall, George 
Houston, Shepard Strudwick, Ivan Lebedeff, Bodil Rosing, Claude Gilling- 
water, Noble Johnson, Roland Varno. f 

‘’YLL NEVER FORGET,’ no producer credit; directed by Charles Dorian; 
original sereen play by John Bright and Robert Tasker. Cast: John Beal, 
Ruth March, Jean Hersholt, Mary Phillips, Charley Grapewin, Alfred 
Jansen, Juanita Guigley, Scotty Beckett. 

‘LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by 
George Fitzmaurice; original by Helen Grace Carlyle; screen play by 
Marion Parsonnet, Charles Brackett and Vincent Lawrence; camera, Ray 
June. Cast: Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Robert Benchley, Helen 
Vinson, Rita Johnson. ; 

‘DOUBLE WEDDING,’ produced by Joe Mankiewicz; directed by Richard 
Thorpe; original by Ferenc Molnar; screen play by Jo Swerling; photo- 
graphed by Hal Rosson. Cast: William Powell, Myrna Loy, John Beal, 
Florence Rice, Barnett Parker, Jessie Ralph, Sidney Toler, Mary Gordon, 
Edgar Kennedy. : 

‘THE LAST GANGSTER,’ directed by Edward .Ludwig; no producer 
credit; original screen play by Robert Carson and William Wellman. Cast: 
Edward G. Robinson, Lionel Stander, James Stewart, Douglas Scott, Louise 
Beavers. , 

‘THE BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed 
by J. Walter Rubin; original by Rubin. Cast: Wallace Beery, Raymond 
Hatton, Virginia Bruce, Lewis Stone, Bruce Cabot, Larry Doyle, Joseph 
Calleia, Guy Kibbee, Warren Hymer, Cliff Edwards, Noah Berry, Sr., 
Arthur Hohl, Robert Gleckler, Olin Howard, Mitchell Lewis, John Qualen. 

Being readied to start, with tentative credits: 


‘MANNEQUIN,’ no credits yet announced. Cast: Joan Crawford, Spencer | 
ducers was to receive a lien on each 
produced by Harry Rapf; directed by | 


Tracy, Mickey Rooney. 

‘THOROUGHBREDS DON’T CRY,’ ( di 
Alfred E. Green; original by J. Walter Rubin and Eleanore Griffin; screen 
play by Lawrence Hazard. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Douglas Scott, Sophie 
Tucker, Judy Garland. ; 

‘UNDER THIS FLAG,’ produced by James K. McGuinness; directed by 
Eddie Buzzell: no other credits yet announced, Cast: Robert Montgomery, 
Rosalind Russell. : 

‘TEST PILOT,’ produced by Louis Lighton; directed by Victor Fleming; 
no other credits yet announced. Cast: Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Spencer 


Tracy. 


Monogram 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ...... err 26 10 0 1 15 6 
Westerns ...°....-. ° 16 2 1 0 13 1 
TE Fane wicsuan 42 12 1 1 28 7 


Picture in the cutting room: 

‘A. BRIDE FOR HENRY,’ produced by Dorothy Reid; directed by Wil- 
liam Nigh; original by Josephine Bentham; screen play by Marion Orth; 
photographed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: Warren Hull, Ann Nagel, Henry 
Mollison. 

Now in Production: 


‘UNDER ARIZONA SKIES,’ produced and directed by R. N. Bradbury; | 


original screen play by Robert Emmett. Cast: Jack Randall, Kathleen 


Eliot, Warner Richmond, Earl Dwyer, Tom Herbert. 


Readied to Start, with Tentative Credits a 
‘TELEPHONE OPERATOR,’ produced by Lon Young; original sereen 
play by Scott Darling. No other assignments as yet. a 


‘PORT OF MISSING GIRLS,’ produced by Lon Young; original 
- Paul Perez: no other assignments. pei 
DY EDERAL BULLETS,’ produced by Lon Young; original - ae play by 
Brown. who will also direct; no other assignments as yet. ; 
Nae COUNTRY BEYOND,’ produced and directed by R. N. Bradbury. 
starring Tom Keene; original screen play by Robert Emmett. No other 
ssig ents as yet. ern 
aROMANCE OF THE LIMBERLOST,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; screen 
play by Marion Orth, based on story by Gene Stratton-Porter. No other 
assignments as yet. : eee 
‘THE MARINES ARE HERE, 
screen play by Charles Logue. No other assignments as yet. 


‘NUMBERED WOMAN,’ to be produced and directed by Arthur Collins. | 


: yg ag He 7 aie tag -na Lazarus, No other assign- 
Original screen play by Scott Darling and Erna Lazarus. No ott g 


ments as yet. 


Paramount 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in| 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
| Studio 36 5 5 4 a . 
Yorrv Sherman.... 6 1 1 1 3 i 
Tessaest Cohen... x 0 1 0 : : 
B. P. Schulberg... 8 oD) 1 i a @ 
Total 58 6 8 5 39 9 


Pictures in Production are: 
‘THE BARRIER,’ produced b» 
(Continued 


yn page 25) 


MORE OPS’ SIT-INS TO 
FORCE HIGHER WAGES 


Coincident with the drive of Local 
306, Moving Picture Machine Oper- 
ators of New York, to unionize 





New York area, operators in the 
Kamey, at. 180th street and Third 
avenue, not involved in the cam- 
paign, have declared a sit-in and 
forced the closing of the theatre. The 
projectionists, non-union men, took 
the initiative of locking themselves 





| night 


; son, 





Harry Sherman; directed by Les Sel ander: 


in the booth of the house Friday 
(20) and it was forced to 
close. On top of this action, the ops, 
Bernard Satensberg and Robert Hin- 
have authorized Local 306 to 


| act as their bargaining agent. Kamey 


is operated by Sam Bouders. 

The theatre not one that had 
felt the approach of 306 in its recent- 
ly instituted drive to bring in non- 
union theatres that had been unmo- 
lested up to now. In this campaign to 
make Greater New York 100% union, 
406 signed up 17 theatres during the 
past month and is at work on the 
remaining approximate 15 that are 
still non-union. 

One of the latest houses brought 
in is the 55th St. Playhouse, N. Y., 
where the increase in wages amount- 


IS 


ed to 100%. Raises have ranged to 
as high as 250%, ops in some cases 
having been very poorly paid. A 


typical instance was increasing men 
in three theatres, all controlled by 
one indie, from $21 weekly to $51. 

Bert Popkin and Charles Kilhurn, 
306 business agents, are directing the 
clean-up campaign. 


Academy Pix Sues Lab 
To Halt Foreciosure 


Academy Pictures Corp., through 
its president, Victor Halperin, will 
ask N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
Ferdinand Pecora today (Wednes- 
day) for an injunction to stop Pro- 
ducers’ Laboratories, Inc., from 
bringing foreclosure proceedings 
against Academy and auctioning off 
the latter’s motion picture prop- 
erties. Producers’ Lab alleges it 
holds liens on several of Academy's 
pictures, both negatives and prints 

The two outfits have been battling 
in the courts for over a year. Hal- 
perin claims he entered an agree- 
ment with Producers in 1935 under 








which the latter would advance 
loans to finance the production of 
Acad’s pictures. In return Pro- 


picture and also do the lab work. 
It was agreed that the loans were 
to be paid from the profits on each 
picture. Halperin says the loans ad- 
vanced amounted to $45,740 and that 
these were met. Producers insist the 
full amount was never paid and in- 
sists on going through with fore- 
closure proceedings. The pictures 
involved are “I Conquer the Sea” 
and “Revolt of the Demons.” 





Lionel Houser’s ‘Mexico’ 


Hollywood, Aug: 247~ 
Lionel Houser has been assigned to 
write the screenplay of his original, 
‘The Girl from Mexico,’ at RKO. 
Scrivener also was handed an op- 
tion-lifting. 
Robert Sisk will produce. 


Schrank’s ‘Murder’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Having completed his writing as- 
signment on ‘Swing Your Lady’ at 
Warners, Joseph Schrank has drawn 
the script of ‘A Slight Case of Mur 
der,’ 

Film will be made from Damon 
Runyon’s original mag yarn. 


F. Hugh Herbert’s Job 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Having completed his writing as- 
signment at Metro, F. Hugh Herbert 
has returned to the Universal lot 
He’s working on ‘Youth Marches 








produced by Ken Goldsmith; original) On,’ which Joe Pasternak will! pro- 


duce. 


PLOWBRIGHT’S BREAK 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Harry Sherman has spotted Gwen 
| Gaze as the femme lead of his nex 
| Hopalong Cassidy film, ‘Men Must 
Fight.’ 
Hilda Plowbright, from the New 








York stage, also gets a break in 

tnis one. 

} 

| Cot Teams Hoffman-Parker 

Hollywood, Aug, 24 

Columbia has signed Joseph Hoff. 

}man and Jefferson Parker to write 

the adaptation of ‘Murderers Wel. 

| ‘ome.’ novel by Philip R. Wvtie. 

i Jack Holt will star. 


Sonat ek aia, a 


| 
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SEA RACKETEERS 


(Continued from page 17) 








idon Heyburn is even more kit- 
per than usual, while Jeanne 
Madden, who has at least shown 
promise in the past, has about as 
much life as a department store 


hes dummy. Doubtful if any di- 
pee could have redeemed the 
script, but Hamilton McFadden 


hasn't even brought conviction to 
isolated scenes. ; 
Atmosphere shots are also strik- 
ing for their lack of imagination. 
Photography itself is ordinary and 
sound is also passable. Of the sev- 
eral tunes, sung by Miss Madden and 
Miss McNulty, none is memorable. 
‘Sea Racketeers’ obviously wasn’t 
primed as any masterpiece, so it’s 
probably no great disappointment. 
Hobe. 


CRIME AFLOAT 


Fanchon Rover production for states 
rights release Features William Bakewell. 
Arletta Duncan, Duncan Renaldo. Directed 
by Eimer Clifton, Original story by Dun- 
Htenaldo; adaptation, Edwin Anthony; 
Arthur Martinelli, At the Sam H, 


can 
camera, 


Harris, N. Y., dual, four days, Aug. 16-19, 
‘sz Running time, 67 mins. 

Ne er eee ee ..-.William Bakewell 
WECM cds cceencaeeesedesd Arletta Duncan 
Count Ribalto...cccoccscoes Duncan Renaldo 
Marie.....--ssccccccccceess. Vivien Oakland 
TrPEGl. «cccecccoece Srvocesecs Wilfred TLucas 
SUPAUMS. ...cccccesceceveseces Earle Douglas 
BUNCE... ec cdsccerecsscscdes Etta McDaniels 


Like the backyard playing of kids 
this under-developed plot about mo- 
torboat racing is hardly adult enter- 
tainment. Maybe the kids will get 
some kick out of it. The plot neve: 
grows up. For the multiples only. 

Duncan Renaldo, heavy in the film, 
is also the author of the story. He’s 
a regular. terrible Ambrose, with all 
the gestures. 

William Bakewell is the  hero- 
inventor of a new motorboat engine, 


in love with the boss’ daughter. 
Renaldo, as a phoney count, hops 
into the picture and almost gets 


away with $100,000 of the old man’s 
easy money and other things, when 


Bakewell turns the cards. So, of 
course, the old man unbends and 
Bakewell keeps the girl. 

The film is constructed pretty 


heavily and depends for a lot of its 
action on repetitious boat racing 
scenes, probably from the library. 

The picture struggles for laughs, 
mainly through the idiosyncracies of 
the old boy’s sister-in-law, a plump- 
ish gal addicted to fainting spells. 
Romantically, the film strides fairly 
well, but altogether it’s quite a pon- 
derous melo. : 

The cast as a whole indulges in 
extensive overacting and there isn’t 
much that’s favorable to be said for 
any, Photographically, the picture 
boasts little. Shan, 


Under Strange Flags 


Crescent production for states right re- 
lease. Slars Tom Keene. Features Luana 
Walters, Kud Buster, Maurice Black, Roy 
D'Arcy. Directed by I. V. Willat. Orig- 
inal story by John Auer; scenarist, Mary 
Ireland; camera, Arthur Martinelli, At the 
Sam H. Harris, N. Y., dual, four days. 
Aug. 16-19. ‘37. Running time, 61 mins. 
Tom Kenyon.........06 eeeseesseTom Keene 
Dolores deVargas....... «++.-Lana Walters 
WORMMHAC Ss secsccs "eosceccocess UuWwd Buster 
Pancho Villa...... ceocesoees. Maurice Black 
BEOTRIOR. «660 6p0002 cocccecceces Oy DD’ Arey 


General Barranca..cccccessss..Paul Sutton 
».Paul Barrett 
Donald Reed 
Heb esdese coeseseeeds Jane Wolfe 





Pancho Villa is among the chief 
characters in this film. That builds 
up interest in this picture and it 
ought to satisfy the alfalfa fans 
pretty well, in the multiples. Other- 
wise, this picture is not unlike most 
oat burners, 

Tom Keene is the protector of a 
girl and her brother who own a sil- 
ver mine somewhere in Mexico dur- 
ing Villa’s revolution. The girl's 
brother sides with the local army 
marauder, while Keene sympathizes 
with Villa. ; 

Barrance, the local army fellow, is 
after the kids’ mine and silver, and 
Keene manages to thwart his aim, of 
course with the aid of Villa. Roy 
D'Arcy performs as Villa’s treacher- 
Ous aide, who is unmasked by Keene. 

It’s a typical action picture with 
the performers somewhat better, on 
the whole, than in most pictures of 
this type. The usual scenics, gun- 
Play and horse stuff abounds. 

Shan. 


TWO-FISTED SHERIFF 


Columbia 


l release of Peter B. Kyne pro- 
duction ; Directed by Leon Barsha. Stars 
peaties Starrett, Story. William Colt Mac- 

mald; screen Play, Paul Perez; camera- 
man, Allen G. Siegler. At Chaloner, N.Y., 
on Aug. 21, ’37. Runnine time 38 mins. 
“ a: Houston.............Charles Starrett 
Molly secret hag, Pe Eee Barbara Weeks 
Bob Pearson... eeeeoecooese .Bruce Lane 
ae, bidesiceand EPP P Oe oneee% Edward Peil, Sr. 
n lags sesbeceee ecccees oe Alan Sears 
Sheriff mete? Cb eesoes Walter Downing 
Miss Renta ssecee wae bes Ernie Adams 
| as Sy TTICK... ccccceccess Claire McDowell 
' san.. Titer, eee ee .....Frank Fliis 
3 a RUREN OC EPO OTe -Robert Walker 
SPCULOI trees ‘ees George Chesebro 
Columbia’s got something — in 


harles Starrett, who is well han- 
dled in this very good western pro- 
stamer. Film demonstrates that with 
production efforts even the trite west 
can be redigested by elders and 
thoroughly enjoyed by main sup- 
porting younger element. Columbia 
made no mistake in quickly starring 
Starrett because he is steadily climb- 
ing with the help of believable ma- 


ad 








terial manouvered in an intelligent 
way, as in this instance. 

Starrett’s law assignment finds him 
defending killers after he has bagged 
them. Town’s trouble-makers want 
to wrest his authority with less ex- 
pensive necktie soirees for offenders, 
thus making his job doubly difficult. 


Same even holds when his pal is 
suspected of murder, While thwart- 
ing the would-be lynchers, pal 


(Bruce Lane) escapes, which throws 
Starrett into disgrace, suspicion and 
ultimate dismissal. 

To reinstate himself, clear his 
buddy and do a Cupid to bring gal 
and pal together again, he treks to 
adjacent outlaw town on a hunch. 
There his escaped friend allies him- 
self with toughies while actually a 
deputy o: Starrett’s. The answer is 
the usual one, but the treatment is 
different. 

Hand to hand fights are frequently 
better than tho - of the newsreel 
variety. Starrett has knack of really 
trimming his adversaries cinemati- 
cally. Buildup to a gun duel be- 
tween him and Alan Sears, ace bady 
boy, is neatl handled and executed 


in finale when both go down 
wounded—one mortally. Latter’s 
confession saves Lane just as the 


over-zealous citizens of Lane’s home 
town arrive en posse for their post- 
poned lynching. 

Dialog is plenty far away from the 
usual sage sagas. Acting of the en- 
tire cast with the exception of Bar- 
bara Weeks in a couple of shots also 


never deviates to the corny but 
rather retains a conviction that is 
rare in the type. Bruce Lane and 
Alan Sears are swell pal and foe 
mates for Starrett Furl. 
Universal release Ruck Jones produc- 
tion. Stars ond direct>ad by: Jones. Screen 
Play by Frances Guihan from. story by 
Stephan Paine; film editor, Bernard Loftus. 
At Arena, N. ¥.. Aug. 23, °37.. Running 
time, SY mins 
Ted A:ves.... ‘ .Ruck Jones 
Sandy MelWKenzie....... ... Kay Linake 
Len Stoddard ; Fred Mackave 
Boyd Loomis......,........W. EF. Laurence 
Homer Truesdale. ... .Robert Frazer 
Henry Kline, vet Raymond Brown 
Wolf Whalen......... Rayvinond Kortman 
Jake S'toddard........ Bernard Phillips 
es TB ee .. Frank Campeau 
Sheriff Potter .- Charles LeMovne 
OMe bods «Ce ccbanencisattoh< Charles King 
Silver Tip doe -Arihur Van Zlwke 
Hank Farnum. .....Bob McKenzie 


Grade A Buck Jones western. Will 
please his followers thoroughly and 
all others partial to prairie pix. Will 
go well wherever oats overas go. 

Jones this time is a shy, trusting. 
naive cattle raiser. It is difficult to 
arouse him, and for long he is the 
butt of sneers, jeers and undue ad- 
vantages to the consternation of his 
girl and his own bewilderment. 

A group of the community’s lead- 
ing citizens are merely masquerading 
bandits. They are the prime taunt- 
ers of Jones, but when he’s worked 
up over a series of murders, he 
rounds up the culprits almost single- 
handed. That gets him the admira- 
tion of the countryside—and the girl. 

There’s plenty of zest and pace in 
the film, and the footage is well 
stocked with rough-and-tumble 
fights, hard ridin’ and heavy shootin’. 
Jones, who produced and directed as 
well as starred. knows all the in- 
fredients that best make a western. 
Kay Linaker is standard as the girl 
who helps her papa run a ranch. 
Fred Mackaye is good as the leer- 
ing heavy. Bert. 


School for Husbands 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Aug. 13. 


Film Distribs release of Wain- 
wright Production. Features Diana Church- 
ill, June Clyde, Romney Brent, Rex Har- 
rison, Henry Kendall. Directed. by An- 
drew Marion. Adapted from play by 
Frederick Jackson: camera, Phil Tannura 
At Adelphi, London, Aug. 12, ‘7. Run 
ning time, 72 mins 

Leonard Drummond Rex Harrison 
Marion Carter.............Diana Churchill 
Diana Cheswick.......0........dune Clyde 


General 


weenrey Carter. ..ceccorsecs Henry Wwendall 
Morgan Cheswick...cccocss: tomney Brent 
BEER cccerneves ecscsooovescneenle Russell 
CMON. oc cecsccccetasbieves Vhil Thomas 
WRItOKOP sescvecvcesssus Richard Goolien 
MOTE ka vicnsieed~ cepaasenex Judith Gick 


unpretentious way. 
this picture succeeds admirably, and 
will entertain audiences in any pic- 
ture house in England. Could even 
serve as a second feature in America. 
If the principal characters were 
handled by stars, instead of first- 
rate standard players, it would have 
been a draw pic at the b.o. 

Successful novelist is. philander- 
ing with the wives of two men. They 
almost succumb to his wiles and are 
saved through no fault of their own. 
One of the wives is played by Diana 
Churchill and other by June 
Clyde. Latter has no class for draw- 
ing-room farce. and former is 
limited in her knowledge of how to 
dress. 

Rex Harrison plays the novelist 
with distinction. Hollywood sleuths 
might do much worse than give him 
the 0.0. Henry Kendall has a more 
serious and non-facetious role than 
is usually allotted him, revealing 
hithérto unsuspected talent. Romney 
Brent plays the other husband with 
his delightful vacuity. All charac- 
ters stand out distinctly, and the 
dialog is agreeably chatty. 


In a modest. 


the 


the 


Film is intelligently directed and 
photographed, wiih expert cutting 


the farce tempo. 


Jolo. 


to create 


requisite 





THE DEAD MARCH 


Imperial Pictures release of Bud Pollard 
production. Text by Samuel Taylor Moore. 


Narrator, Boake Carter; musical score, 
Erno Rapee. Reviewed in Projection Room, 
N. Y., Aug. 20, ‘37, Running time, 73 
mins, 

German Unknown Soldier....Rolo Daudaux 
French Unknown Soldier...+.....4 Al Rigali 
Italian Unknown Soldier......../ Al Ritchie 
British Unknown Soldier......... Don Black 


American Unknown Soldier.Howard Hagley 


A compilation of actual shots of 
the World War threaded together 
with narrative that apparently at- 
tempts to be pacifistic, but misses 
the bull’s eye. Also included are 
camera scenes of Japan's military in- 
vastion of Manchoukuo, Italy’s con- 


nickname of the countess—loses all 
and goes completely nuts. Made- 
leine brings him back to reality. 
Blanchar does an admirable job 
of the very tough assignment. Ex- 
cept for the few scenes in which 
Miss Moreno appears, he is the pic- 
ture, all others in the cast being 
mere accessories, although Luguet 
makes a good showing in a second- 
ary role. Hugo. 


ESOS HOMBRES 


(‘These Men’) 
(MEXICAN MADE) 
Continental production and release, Fea- 
tures Arturo de Cordoba, Direction and 
screen play by Rolando Aguilar from Cata- 





quest of Ethiopia, Bolivia’s war with! 
Paraguay, which has long been set-| 
tled, and some stuff on Spain's fratri-| 
cidal fracas. World War reelage was| 


bought from the British War Mu-| 
seum; more recent battle footage| 
was secured from 


library of Fox| 
Movietone News, 
Many of the World War shots are | 
familiar, but they retain their in-} 
terest, and the new ones are good 
Best is a special processed clip ol 
the St. Stephan sinking after being 
torpedoed in an Austrian harbor 
Flagship of the Austrian fleet, vessel 
was punctured by an Italian surf- 
skimming torpedo boat. Old footage 
frequently used of the ship shipping 
water and finally turning turtle, has 
been brought up close by special 
process and the print surprisingly 
cleaned up. It’s a pip and could al- 
most be sold alone as worth the 
price of admission. 
Handling of the ‘Unknown Soldier | 
stuff misses because each national | 
arises from his grave and gives his 
idealistic ideas which imbued him 
when he went to fight. If it is meant 
for irony, it shoots far short of its 
mark, and is unworthy sound-track | 





comment to accompany the swell! 

war shots. Another lack was Rus- 

sia’s participation in the strife. 
Boake Carter, doing his first 


narrative, has the voice for the job 
and his copy is strong. Some shots| 
showing him spieling at his desk | 
betray the commentator as over-| 
acting, resorting to eyebrow tilting | 
and facial grimacing. 

Pic is being primed for N. Y. re-| 
lease during the American Legion 
convention in late September. Le- 
gionnaire leaders are being lined up 
to plug the thing. 

In England, ‘Dead March’ can be 
released if it is altered to meet with 
the approval of the Home Ofiice, and 
over there its label will be ‘Rule 
Britannia.’ Another commentator 
will also be used because of the of- 
ficial John Bull beetie-frown on 
Boake Carter for his many shin- 
stabs at the Empire. 

In view of the American con- 
sciousness of war at present, film 
will do well as a sub-feature in the 
duals, and with special and careful 
handling can groove in nicely in 
those few arty spots where singleton 
bills still hold forth. There is, natu- 
rally, a wide open chance for ex- 
ploitation. Bert. 


LA DAME DE PIQUE 


(‘Queen of Spades’) 


(FRENCH MADE) 

Paris, Aug. 15. 
General Prods, release of Fedor ©zep 
production. Stars Pierre Blanchar. Fea- 
tures Marguerite Moreno and Andre Luguet. 
Irom story by Alexandre Pouchkine; dialog, 
Bernard Zimmer: music, Carol Rathaus, 
camera, Thiraud and Louis Nee. At 

Olympia, Paris. Running time, 100 mins. 
eoedeose Pierre Blantchar 


j 
| 
film | 








Hermann eeseeeecee 

Prete) wecvccesccccsaderscceced Andre tuguet 
La Dame de Pique......Marguerite Morens 
TslGR ccdevcenedon coceseess Madeleine Ozerayv 
Tomskfi ..... SE Pee ree ey Abel Jacquin 
The General, cccecccdeccoeceesi Abel Jacquin 
The Banker....cscccsscsssecess Palau 
DVAMT .occccecccccccecesesesess Roger Legris 
Narumoll occccccvccccccsesccs Jean Didier 
UCU 3 0.0 G0 65 Abc 8% 00 bbe 6a0 09 bee Raymonde 
PEGE. bocca edceseangetees Michele Alfa 

(In French) 

Better than fair, from a French 
point of view. It will make a fair 
success in this country, but any 
great pulling power abroad is 
doubtful. 


Pierre Blanchar and Marguerite 
Moreno, both cast in roles that suit 
them admirably, make what good 
entertainment there is in this pic. 


But the usual French failings, like 
faulty technique, break down the 
worth of the whole. Lighting is 


often bad, photography is only fair 
and sets are not at all convincing. 
Story, adapted from the celebrated 


work of Pouchkine, could have 
been ironed out in places, but di- 


alog by Bernard Zimmer has been 
handled with a fair amount of in- | 
genuity. ‘ 
As a lieutenant in | 
army, Blanchatr’s 
card table, with an insane de | 
beat the bank, furnishes the driving | 
force for the story. His goal is 
to learn the secret of Marguerite | 
| 

| 

' 

' 

} 

| 





Russian 
devotion to the 
ire to 


the 


Moreno, a rich old countess who has 


reportedly amassed much of her 
fortune at the card tables. Made- 
leine Ozeray, young niece of the 


countess, offers a means of approach. 

He meets her, makes love to her, 
gains entrance to the bedroom of 
the countess and demands the se- 
cret at the point of a revolver. She 
dies of a stroke but tells all first. | 
He admits to the girl that her love | 
was not what he sought and rushes | 
out to try the formula. He draws 
the wrong card on the last play— 
the Queen of Spades, the poputa: 


|seems very talky and there is room 


edy as a chippie-chasing middle-aged 


lina D’Erzell’s original: camera, Gilberto 
M. Solures. At Teatro Hispano, N, r 

week Aug. 19, ‘37. Running time, 85 mins, 
ae es . Adriana Lamas 
Fernando .. Arturo de Cordoba 
Ms Shuh'a ¢ « 6e GOS0 6% be twee Marina Tamayo 
Boe Panekita..< .4.«s..séeec Luis G. Barreiro 
Lili Maria Fernanda Ibanez 
Jose. . Terres) | Noriega 


(In Spanish, No English Titles) 

As it stands, minus titles, there is 
nothing tor other Latin audiences in 
this well-made Mex filmization of an 
unusual tale. Starts off mildly like 
run-of-mill romance but takes an 
odd turn in presenting hero in a 
very unsympathetic role. Maybe it’s 
the way Spanish speakers like theit 
film heroes but it would not go here 
for that reason also. Should be oke 
in Spanish belts and is definitely an 
improvement over earlier Mexican 
product. 

Acting throughout film, judzed 
only pantomimically, compares fav- 


orably with that of other  beite: 
grade importations from Europe. 
Time was when Mex films hardly 


passed for more than fillers, but be- 
gins to look like those days are gone. 
Same goes for production, fine cam- 
era and sound work. Also like ma- 
jority of foreign language pics it 


for more action. However, the aud- 
ience sought is more lethargic than 
Yanks and apparently likes a leis- 
urely pace. 

After practically being supported 
though law schooi and later, the hero 
discards his mistress-benefactor for 
another gal thereby driving the loser 
to the gutter. Girl gives up a fine 
home to move to an urban commun- 
ity, so de Cordoba can study, etc. 
All she gets is a kick in the pants 
for her trouble, with hero up and 
marrying another. Both take their 
respective roles with ease and feel- 
ing. 

Miss Lamar’s draw among Latins 
is understandable. Girl is nice look- 
ing, typically Spanish and a good ac- 
tress. Luis Barreiro gets in some com- 


Lothario. Housemaids, wives, et al 
are his only thought it seems, which 
also seems to delight the audiences. 


— 


One N. W. Exhib 
Sees Big Money, 
And Here's Why 


Minneapolis Aug, 24. 

Because ‘for the first time in eight 
years’ he sees a chance to make ‘big 
money’ the ensuing yea’, he says, 
Bennie Berger, one of the territory's 
largest independent circuit owners, 
is going to ‘buckle down to hard 
work’ after a_ five-year vacation 
spent mostly in traveling and having 
a good time generally. 


At his convention of managers 
which took place at Bemidji and 
Breezy Point Lodge. Berger an- 


nounced that he himself again would 
become active in the management of 
his theatre chain now comprising 
nine houses, including the Time, 
Minneapolis, and World, St. Paul, 
downtown first-run spots. He also 
announced an ambitious expansion 
program that contemplates the con- 
struction and acquisition of a num- 
ber of additional houses. 

Berger explained that he is so op- 
timistic and expects one of the big- 
gest vears in Northwest film history 
because of the splendid crop, the 
comparatively high farm prices, the 
improved employment situation in 
this section and, ‘last but not least, 
prospects for the finest film product 
ever turned out. by Hollywood.’ 


‘BRIMSTONE’ IN UTAH 


Hollywood, Aug, 24. 

Metro’s troupe, making ‘Bad Man 
of Brimstone, is shooting this week 
at Kanab, Utah, in location back- 
grounds of the old west. Film stars 
Wallace Beery, with J. Walter Ru- 
ben directing. 

Crew on location includes in ad- 
dition to the cast. Clyde de Vinna 
at the lenses, Jay ‘Marchand as 
unit manager, and Jim Havens, art 
director, 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Jack Woodtord has checked into 





Hurl. 
(SERIAL) 

Republic release of Sol C, Siegel pro- 
duction, Stars Ralph Byrd, Bela Lugosi. 
Directed by William Witney and Alan 
James. Adapted by Barry Shipman and 
Kranktyn Adreon from original story by) 


Morgan Cox and Ronald Davidson; super- 
vised by Robert Beche; camera, William 
Nobles. Reviewed in Projeciion Room, 
N. Y.. Aug. 19, 'S7. Running time (first 
installment), 27 mins. : 
Terrs 0 PEIE? CE LET OS Raiph Byrd 
BROCE. ST ea ah. 2cte occsabeveeta Bela Lugosi 
Jean Norman......- onsen cases Maxine Doyle 
Commander Boyle....... Herbert Rawlinson 
THOT. «00.800 osee ++e---Richard Alexander 
Snapper McGee..... acendcoberenan Lee Ford 
tackerby..6i.ceek Ree es 0deenee John Picorri 


eeeeLawrence Grant 
sees Thomas Carr 


tabinisi. ....ceasseee 
Jim Went...... 


DOdGS. 66s cigsoese ty eee . Carleton Young 
Dick Norinan......+ceeee eeeéis Allen Connor 
CROGRAG soc ccctcacevee »..» George Chesebro 
WIR. sc ccc svdide Stas cr deuees tanny Weeks 





This is a follow to Republic’s ‘Dick 
Tracy’ serial of last. season and, 
judging by the first installment, it 
should measure up. Looks just what 
the exhibitor ordered to tickle juve 
matinee audiences, having several 
epic swatfests per reel and enough 
fantastic situations to satisfy the 
most incurable adventure-comic 
strip addict. Complete serial is in 12 
chapters. 

Plot deais with a crazed munitions 
inventor who, rightly, according to 
the script, is considered an interna- 
tional menace. It seems this sinistei 


gent has cooked up a little some- 
thing he calls disintegrating gas and 
it will melt just about anything but 
glass. Ten bombfuls of the concoc- 
tion will obliterate any of the 
world’s largest cities—and as each 
bomb weighs only two or three 
pounds, a plane could carry enough 
to wipe out a whole country. Looks 
like Young America will have its 
collective fingernails chawed_ to 
shreds before the season is over. 

Ralph Byrd is the stalwart Coast 
Guard lieutenant on the trail of the} 
rascals. Bela Lugosi is the inventor, 
Maxine Doyle is just the sort of gal 
‘eporter a credulous schoolboy might 
magine, Richard Alexander is a 
giant of terrifying proportions, under 
the will of Lugosi. And with the 
Homeric slug matches crowding 
every foot of celluloid, this is just 
one of those can't-miss recipes. 

Photography, direction and sound 
are all of minor importance. Story 
and action are the whole thing in 
serials of this sort—and those quali- 
ties are here in abundance., 

‘S O S Coast Guard’ is a natural 
for the urchins and any adult who 
wanders in will also be kept on the 





I 
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the Metro writing cohort on a term 
deal. 

Universal has hoisted the option 
on Paul White, sep moppet player. 

Metro handed new termer to Ced- 
ric Gibbons, art head. 

Ida Vollmar, a pretty in Wanger’s 
‘Vosues,’ drew RKO playing termer. 

Edmund Kelso's option picked up 
by Grand National. 

Metro handed new termer ticket 
with salary hike to Edward Steven- 
son, fashion designer. 

Ralph Byrd signatured Republic 
plaving pact. 

Thomas Beck starts his fourth 
consecutive year at 20th-Fox with 
new playing termer, 

Walter Lang draws straitht year’s 
directing ticket at 20th-Fox. 

Three Peters Sisters signed 20th- 
Fox termer. 

Ruth Terry. nitery thrush. sige 
natured 20th-Fox optional contract. 

Paramount has handed plaving 
tickets to Blanca Vischer and Bar- 
bara Salisbury. 

George Bassman handed term con- 
tract with Metro as music arranger. 

Vivian Fave, ballerina, signatured 
termer at Metro. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Selznick International has pur 
chaced “The Last of the Rampoons,” 
George Kibbe Turner novel. 

‘I Hear You Calling Me.” mag 
yarn by Dorothy Cottrell, acquired 
by Sol Lesser for Bobby Breen. 

James Edward Grant has ped- 
dled his original screenplay, ‘Marry 
an Oiphan,’ to 20tn-Fox. 

Play tagged ‘Shadows and Su- 
stance,” by Paul Vincent Carroll, 
bought by Eddie Dowling for ,pro- 
duction in New York and London 
this fall, 

Metro has acquired screening 
rights to ‘After Dark.’ Pictorial Re- 
view serial by Sarah and Graeme 
Lorimer 

Francis Brett Young's novel, ‘They 
May Seek a Country.’ sold to Metro, 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Radio’s ‘A Love Like That,’ 
switched to ‘Here Comes the Groom,’ 
now tagged ‘Breakfast for Two.’ 

‘Riders of the Panamints’ at Para- 
mount, first titled ‘Arizona Ames,’ 
then ‘Buckaroo,’ is now ‘Gun Smoke.’ 

‘The Great Diamond Mystery’ 
(20th-Fox) switched to ‘Danger- 
ously Yours.’ 

Universal changed ‘Midnight Raide 
ers’ to ‘Trouble at Midnight.’ 

‘State Trooper,’ Maurice Conn pro 
duction. will be released as ‘Young 
Dynamite.’ 

Radio's is 


‘A Love Like That’ 
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DRAMA THAT ROARS 
FULLBLOODED':SCREEN 
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Le E : : : 2 es ‘ B LASTING its way out of the streets of a 
Pi. ee ee ie i rre:@ | ie great city—with all its conflict. humor 


pie 


kt it and romance, comes a brilliant motion pic- 


Boers Sera 


eee NS ture. From the long run New York stage hit. 


ee. - * the master.showman, Samuel Goldwyn. has 


os i a. e o i ae created a motion picture that makes its vivid 


far characters live — not only for the moments 


you see them on the screen, but long in your 


memory. 


PRESENTS. et 


” Soe Rites Sa 


LOVE BORN IN DARKNESS 
Drina and Dave —has their. ‘ 
love enough beauty to over] Pin te 
come the ugliness of their en- —_— 



















Starring 


with 
HUMPHREY BOGART-WENDY BARRIE fame —— a ° 
CLAIRE TREVOR - ALLEN JENKINS omy Lo a 


Based on the play by SIDNEY KINGSLEY « As Ce n: . a ae 

produced by NORMAN BEL GEDDES « Screenplay 4 " BABY-FACE “GETS HIS". rs : ee ae ae : 
by LILLIAN HELLMAN: Directed by WILLIAM WYLER : mS ono aI ye . _ — 
RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS + ad ithe rag PAMPERED DARLING. 


sprang for the love he Beautiful K 
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LAST NIGHT's THRILLING OVATION | at THE 
RIVOLI THEATRE, N. Y. USHERED IN A DRAMATIC HIT THE 
ENTIRE INDUSTRY WILL BE PROUD OF » | > ss >» 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 21) 


original by Rex Beach; screen play by Bernard Schubert; additional dialog 
by Harrison Jacobs and Mordaunt Shairp; songs. Harry Tobias and Jack 
Stern; camera, George Barnes. Cast: Leo Carillo, Jean Parker, Jimmy 
Ellison, Otto Kruger, J. M. Kerrigan, Andy Clyde, Robert Barrat, Sally 
Martin, Sara Haden, Addison Richards. 

‘WELLS FARGO,’ produced and directed by Frank Lloyd: Howard Esta- 
prook, associate producer; original by Siuart N. Lake; screen play by Paul 
Schofield, Gerald Geraghty and Fred Jackson; camera, Theodore Sparkuhl. 
Cast: Joel McCrea, Frances Dee, Bob Burns, Lloyd Nolan, Mary Nash, 
Ralph Morgan, Porter Hall, Robert Cummings, Jane Dewey, Barlowe 

‘land. 
BOELOSSOMS ON BROADWAY,’ produced by B. P. Schulberg: directed 
by Richard Wallace; original by George Auerbach; camera, Leon Shamroy. 
Cast: Edward Arnold, Shirley Ross, John Trent, William Frawley, Weber 
and Fields, the Radio Rogues, Ruth Davis, Kitty Kelly. 

‘LOVE ON TOAST,’ produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed by FE. A. 
Dupont; original screen play by Jane Storm, Richard Connell and Doris 
Malloy; photographed by Charles Schoebaum. Cast: Stella Ardler, John 
Payne, Grant Richards, Katharine ‘Sugar’ Kane, Isabel Jewell, Luis 

ern. 
ATHE BUCCANEER,’ produced and directed by C. B. De Mille; photo- 
graphed by Victor Milner; other credits not yet announced. Cast: Fredric 
March, Franciska Gaal, Akim Tamiroff, Ian Keith, Walter Brennan, Douglas 
Dumbrille, Robert Barrat, Fred Kohler, Sr., Beulah Bondi, Margot 
Grahame, Spring Byington. 

‘THRILL OF A LIFETIME,’ produced by Miss Fanchon; directed by 
George Archainbaud; no writing credits announced. Cast: Yacht Club Boys, 
Judy Canova, Ben Blue, Betty Grable, Johnny Downs, Eleanore Whitney, 
Leif Erikson, Larry Crabbe. 

‘CITY HALL SCANDAL,’ general office production, directed by Ralph 
Murphy; no writing credits announced. Cast: John Barrymore, Lynne 
Overman, Charles Bickford, Louise Campbell, Harvey Stephens, J. Carrol 
Naish, Evelyn Brent, Elizabeth Patterson, Barlowe Borland. 

‘BORN TO THE WEST,’ general office production, directed by Charles 
Barton: other credits not announced. Cast: John Wayne, Marsha Hunt, 
John Mack Brown, Syd Saylor, Monte Blue, John Patterson, Nick Lukats, 
James Craig, Lucien Littlefield. 

Readied for Production, with Tentative Credits 

‘TRUE CONFESSION,’ scheduled to start (30); produced by Albert 
Lewin; directed by Wesley Ruggles; story, Claude Bingon. Cast: Carole 
4 Lombard, Fred MacMurray, Porter Hall. 

‘BIG BROADCAST OF 1938,’ scheduled to start Sept. 9; produced by 
Harlan Thompson; directed by Mitchell Leisen; no other credits yet an- 
nounced. Cast: W. C. Fields, Martha Raye. Dorothy Lamour, Ben Blue, 
Bob Hope, Shirley Ross, Leif Erikson, Kirsten Flagstad, Tito Guizar, Stanley 
Fields. 

‘HOLD ’EM NAVY,’ scheduled to start (26); general office production; 
directed by Kurt Neumann. No other credits yet announced. Cast: Lew 
Ayres, Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker, John Howard, Richard Denning, Eliza- 
beth Patterson. 

‘ACROSS THE RIVER,’ general office production, set to start Sept. 20; 
directed by George Archainbaud; no other credits yet announced, Cast: 

May Wong, Cecil Cunningham. 
A BLUEBEARDS’S EIGHTH WIFE: to be produced and directed by Ernst 
Lubitsch, set to start Sept. 20. No other credits yet announced. Cast: 
oF tte Colbert. 
an YELLOW NIGHTINGALE,’ to be produced by Harlan Thompson, 
set to start Sept 20; no other credits yet announced. Cast: Gladys Swarth- 
‘ Boles. 
oC APPHIRE SAL,’ to be produced by Emanuel Cohen, scheduled to start 
Sept. 6. Eddie Sutherland, directing; no other credits yet announced, Cast: 


RKO-Radio 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
SiaGieaecdeaseces 43 0 4 7 32 20 
ComGGs sc ccicccccse 6 0 0 0 6 2 
Sol Lesser. .....cce 3 9 0 1 2 1 
David Loew....... 2 1 0 1 0 0 
Walt Disney....... 1 0 1 0 0 0 

BOOGs. 6i4 nctb0.6 ; 55 1 5 9 40 23 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘DON’T FORGET TO REMEMBER,’ produced by Al Lewis: directed by 
Joseph Santley; original by David Garth; photographed by Milton Krasner. 
Cast: Burgess Meredith, Ann Sothern, Onslow Stevens, Mary Boland, 
Louise Henry, William Brisbane, George Irving, Leona Roberts, Frances 

ri Y of . . 
orone FOR YOUR LADY,’ produced by Al Lewis; directed by Ben 
Stoloff; original by Jean Negulesco and Isabel Leighton; screen play by 
Gertrude Purcell, Ernest Pagano and Harry Segall; photographed by Jack 
MacKenzie. Cast: John Boles, Jack Oakie, Ida Lupino, Margot Grahame, 
Erik Rhodes, Pauli Guilfoyle, Gordon Jones, Billy Gilbert, Georges 
nae akoaue FOR TWO,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Al 
Santell: original by David Garth; screen play by Charles Kaufman; prot 
graphed by Roy Hunt. Cast: aeoeen Stanwyck, Herbert Marshall, Glenda 

ar i Donald Meek. 

T STAGE WOOR. produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed by Gregory La 
Cava; play by George S. Kaufman and Edna Ferber; screen play by 
Anthony Veiller and William Slavens McNutt; photographed by Robert de 
Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Katharine Hepburn, Gail Patrick, Adolphe 
Menjou, Leona Roberts, Marjorie nore Andrea Leeds, Lucille Ball, Con- 
stance Collier, Jean Rouverol, Eve Arden. ; 

‘MUSIC FOR MADAME,’ produced by Jesse L. Lasky; directed by John 
Blystone: original by Robert Harair: songs, Rudolf Friml and Gus Kahn; 
photographed by Joe August. Cast: Nino Martini, Joan Fontaine, Eric 
Rhodes, Barbara Pepper, Alan Mowbray, Frank M. Thomas, Billy Gilbert, 
Mira McKinney. Fred Santley. ; 

‘SATURDAYS HEROES,’ Seoduced by Robert Sisk; directed by Edward 
Killy: original by George Templeton; photographed by Nick Musuraca. 
Cast: Van Heflin, Marian Marsh, Richard Lane, Frank Jenks, Minor Watson, 
Walter Miller, Bruce. . 

“40 NAUGHTY GIRLS, produced by William Sistrom; directed by Eddie 
Cline: original by Stuart Palmer; photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: 
James Gleason, ZaSu Pitts, Marjorie Lord, Joan Woodbury, George Shelley, 
Frank M. Thomas, Tom Kennedy, Ada Leonard, Barbara Pepper. 

‘FIT FOR A KING,’ David L. Loew production; directed by Edward 
Sedgwick; screen play by Richard Flournoy; photographed by Paul Vogel. 
Cast: Joe E. Brown, Helen Mack, Paul Kelly, Harry Davenport, Halliwell 
Hobbes. Russell Hicks, Frank Reicher. ats 

‘MAKE A WISH,’ Principal Productions picture produced by Sol Lesser: 
directed by Kurt Neumann: original by Gertrude Berg; screen play by 
Gertrude Berg and Bernard Schubert; photographed by John Mescall. 
Cast: Bobby Breen, Marion Claire, Basil Rathbone, Raiph Forbes, Henry 
Armetta, Leon Errol, Leonid Kinskey, Herbert Rawlinson, Philip McMahon, 
Billy Lee. 

‘SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS,’ feature length cartoon now 
being readied by Walt Disney studios for December release. 

RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production we 

‘HIGH FLYERS,’ produced by Lee Marcus; directed by Eddie Cline: from 
play. ‘The Kangaroos,’ by Victor Mapes: screen play by Benny Rubin and 
Bert Granet; photographed by Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Bert Wheeler, Robert 
Woolsey, Lupe Velez, Marjorie Ford, Jack Carson, Charles Judels, Frank M. 
Thomas, George Irving. Margaret Dumont. Herbert Clifton. 

‘A DAMSEL IN DISTRESS,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman: directed by 
George Stevens; original by P. G. Wodehouse: screen play by P. G. Wode- 
house, Ernest Pagano and §. K. Laurel; photographed by Joe August. Cast: 
Fred Astaire, Joan Fontaine, Gracie Allen and George Burns, Ray Noble. 
Reginald Gardiner, Constance Collier, Montagu Love, Harry Watson, Jack 

arson, 

‘IT NEVER HAPPENED BEFORE,’ produced by Jesse L. Lasky: directed 
by Raoul Walsh; no story eredits as yet. Cast: Lily Pons, Jack Oakie, Eric 
Blore, E. E. Horton, Billy Gilbert. 

‘LOVE IN A BASEMENT,’ produced by Maurey Cohen: directed by Lew 














Landers; original by John Wells; screen play by Franklin Coen: photo- 
graphed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: James Dunn, Whitney Bourne, Joan 
Woodbury, Solly Ward, Franklin Pangborn, Tom Kennedy. 
Readied for Production, with Tentative Credits 

‘THE SEEING EYE,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Richard Rosson: 
original story by W. J. Cowan. No other credits: no castings. 

‘BRINGING UP BABY,’ produced by Clift Reid; directed by Howard 
Hawks; story by Hagar Wilde. No other credits. Cast: Katharine Hepburn. 

‘FEMALE OF THE SPECIES,’ produced by P. J. Wolfson: directed by 
Leigh Jason; original story by Allan Scott; no other assignments as yet. 
Cast: Miriam Hopkins. 

‘THE JOY OF LOVING,’ produced by Felix Young; directed by Mark 
Sandrich; screen play by Herbert and Dorothy Fields; songs, Jerome Kern 
and Dorothy Fields. No other assignments as yet. Cast: Irene Dunne and 


John Barrymore. 
Republic 





Now Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Sheot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
_ a er 52 3 3 I 45 4 


Picture now in the cutting rooms awaiting preview is: 

‘TROUBLE FOR TWO,’ produced and directed by Phil Rosen. No othe1 
credits announced; photographed by Ed Snyder. Cast: Marian Marsh 
Gordon Oliver, Margaret Dumont, Peggy Shannon, Joe Caits, Milburn 
Stone, Theodore Von Eltz, Wade Bot eler, Sarah Padden 


Republic Pictures Now in Production 


‘PORTIA ON TRIAL,’ produced by Al Levoy; directed by George | 


Nicholls, Jr.; original story by Faith Baldwin; screen play by Sam Ornitz 
and E. E. Paramore, Jr., photographed by Harry Wild. Cast. Walter Abel 
Frieda Inescort, Neil Hamilton, Ruth Donnolly, Heather Angel. 

‘MANHATTAN MERRY-GO-ROUND,’ produced by Harry Sauber: | 
directed by Chuck Reisner: original screen play by Harry Sauber; photo- | 
graphed by Jack Marta. Cast: Phil Regan, Leo Carrillo, Ann Dvorak, m4 
Gleason, Tamara Geva, Kay Thompson, Ted Lewis, Cab Calloway, Joe 
DiMaggio, Henry Armetta, Dorothy Paige, Selmer Jackson. 

‘TRIGGER TRIO,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by William Witney; | 
photographed by Ernest Miller: no other credits announced. Cast: Ralph | 
Byrd, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune. Sandra Corday, Cornelius Keith, Hal | 
Taliaferro. 

Republic pictures being readied for production, but as yet without any 
credits: ‘THE LADY MISBERAVES,’ ‘FIRST PRIZE,’ ‘LOVE IS A FABLE,’ | 
‘THE DUKE COMES BACK.’ 


20th Century-Fox | 


New Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Steries in 


ef Pix Com- Sheet- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
NR oi ene can 52 5 5 5 37 9 
Sol Lesser......... 6 0 0 1 5 6 
OE i oilacius 58 5 3 6 42 15 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘WESTERN GOLD,’ Principal picture produced by Sol Lesser; directed 
by Howard Bretherton; original by Harold Bell Wright; screen play by 
Earle Snell and Forrest Barnes; photographed by Harry Newman. Cast: 
Smith Ballew, Heather Angel, LeRoy Mason, Howard Hickman. Otis 
Harlan, Vic Potel, Lew Kelly, Ben Corbett. Wesley Girard, Bud Osborne, 
Horace Murphy. 

‘LOOK OUT, MR. MOTO,’ Sol M. Wurtzel, executive producer; directed 
by Norman Foster; original screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick: 
photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Peter Lorre, Rochelle Hudson, Chick 





Chandler, George Regas, Robert Kent, J. Edward Bromberg. 

“WIFE DOCTOR AND NURSE,’ Raymond Griffith, associate producer; 
directed by Walter Lang; screen play by Kathryn Scola, Darrell Ware and 
Lamar Trotti; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Loretta Young, 
Warner Baxter, Virginia Bruce, Allan Lane, Alan Dinehart, Minna 
Gombell, Jane Darwell, Margaret Irving. 

‘HEIDI,’ Raymond Griffith, associate producer; directed by Allan Dwan; | 
screen play by Walter Ferris and Julien Josephson; photographed by 
Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Jean Hersholt, Arthur Treacher, 
Helen Westley, Pauline Moore, Thomas Beck, Mary Nash, Sidney Blackmer, 
Mady Christians, Marcia Mae Jones, Delmar Watson. 

‘LANCER SPY,’ Samuel G. Engel, associate producer; directed by 
Gregory Ratoff; novel by Marthe McKenna; screen play by Philip Dunne; 
photographed by Albert Hogsett. Cast: Dolores del Rio, George Sanders, 
Peter Lorre, Virginia Field, Sig Rumann, Joseph Schildkraut, Maurice 
Moscovich, Lionel Atwill, Luther Adler, Fritz Feld, Holmes Herbert, Lester 
Matthews, Carlos De Valdez, Gregory Gaye, Joan Carol, Claude King. 

‘DANGER—LOVE AT WORK,’ Harold Wilson, associate producer; 
directed by Otto L. Preminger; screen play by James Edward Grant and 
Ben Markson, based on story by Grant; photographed by Virgil Miller. 
Cast: Ann Sothern, Jack Haley, Mary Boland, Edward Everett Horton, 
John Carradine, Walter Catlett, Bennie Bartlett, Maurice Cass, Etienne 
Girardot, E. E. Clive, Margaret McWade, Margaret Seddon. 

20th-Fox Pictures Now in Production 

‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ Kenneth Macgowan, associate producer; directed by 
Henry King; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Sonya Levien, based on 
story by Niven Busch: photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Alice Brady, Andy Devine, Brian Don- 
levy, Tom Brown, Phyllis Brooks, Berton Churchill, June Storey, Paul 
Hurst, Tyler Brooke, J. Anthony Hughes, Gene Reynolds. 

‘LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE,’ Harold Wilson, associate producer; 
directed by William A. Seiter; screen play by Karl Tunberg and Don 
Ettlinger, based on stories by Darrell Ware; photographed by Robert! 
Planck. Cast: Ritz Bros., Gloria Stuart, Fred Stone, Dick Baldwin, Nat | 
Pendleton, Joan David, Tony Martin, Joan Marsh, Dixie Dunbar, Jed 
Prouty, Maurice Cass, Elisha Cook, Jr., Brewster Twins, Marjorie Weaver, 
J. C. Nugent. =: 

‘ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN,’ Laurence Schwab, associate producer; | 
directed by David Butler: screen play by Harry Tugend and Jack Yellen, 
based on story by Gene Towne Graham Baker and Gene Fowler; photo- | 
graphed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: Eddie Cantor, June Lang, Roland Young, | 
Louise Hovick (Gypsy Rose Lee), Tony Martin, John Carradine, Alan 
Dinehart, Douglas Dumbrille, Virginia Field, Maurice Cass, George Regas, 
Douglas Wood, Sidney Fields, Warren Hymer, Stanley Fields. 

‘45 FATHERS,’ John Stone, associate producer; directed by James Tin- 
ling; screen play by Frances Hyland and Albert Ray, based on story by 
Mary Sickel and Ethel Spark, photographed by Albert Hogsett. Cast: Jane 
Withers, Shirley Deane, Thomas Beck, Louise Henry, Richard Carle, Joe 
and Flo McCoy. 

‘DANGEROUSLY YOURS,’ formerly titled ‘THE GREAT DIAMOND 
ROBBERY,’ Sol M. Wurtzel, executive producer; directed by Malcolm oe. | 
Clair: screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick; photographed by | 
Harry Davis. Cast: Cesar Romero, Phyllis Brooks, Jane Darwell, Alan | 
Dinehart, Natalie Garson, John Harrington Douglas Woods. 


United Artists 
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Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn... 6 2 2 0 2 2 
Alexander Korda.. 6 s) 9 0 4 6 
BORNEO. 6260000608 5 0 1 2 2 2 
Walter Wanger.... 8 0 9 3 5 5 
Chaplin ...cccccees 1 a) i) i) 1 1 
London Films..... 8 0 9 0 x % 
EGER 60600 eee ee 34 2 3 5 24 24 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting previews are: 

‘FIFTY SECOND STREET, produced by Walter Wanger; directed by 
Harold Young; screen play by Grover Jones. Cast: Ian Hunter, Leo Car- 
rillo, Pat Paterson. Ella Logan. Sid Silvers, ZaSu Pitts, Marla Shelton, 
Dorothy Peterson, Collette Lyors, Kenny Baker. 

‘STAND-IN,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by Tay Garnett; 
screen play by Gene Towne and Graham Baker, based on Satevepost story 

(Continued on page 27) 
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DUALING SPREADING 
SOMEWHAT IN THE NW. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 

Double featuring, stationary as far 
as the Twin Cities are concerned, is 
starting to spread fast in the terri- 
| tory outside of Minneapolis and St. 
| Paul. Many spots now are using the 
dual bills at least once a week; 
i others, twice. 

[In a competitive situation, Baer 
Bros. Bemidji theatre, Bemidji, 
Minn., is double-featuring twice a 
week, for 15c admission. The Ber- 
ger circuit has two houses. in 
Bemidji using single features and 
charging 25c night admission. The 
same chain, however, is using dou- 
ble features once or twice a week at 
Brainerd, Minn 

Publix continues to double-feature 
at two houses each in Minneapolis 
and St. Paul. Independents, however, 
are still laying off the dual bills un- 
less the Saturday midnight bargain 


| show, which most houses are offer- 


ing and which includes the regular 
Saturday night and the Sunday fea- 


jtures for the one price. The 1l5c 


Palace and the dime lower loop sub- 
sequent run houses here still double 
feature, but are not regarded as an 
important factor in the situation. 


Recky Mt and Other Pix 
Showmen Conv. Next Wk. 


Denver, Aug. 24. 
Second annual convention of the 
Theatre Owners and Managers of the 
Rocky Mountain Region will be held 


|in Denver, Aug. 30-31, the board of 


directors announced the past week. 
The opening day will be given over 
to business sessions at the Cosmo- 
politan hotel, Denver, and the second 
day will be taken up by the Screen 
Club picnic at Cherry Hills coun- 
try club, south of the city, scene of 
last year’s outing. 

A. P. Archer, president, will pre- 
side at the convention. In addition 
to officers’ reports, Rick Ricketson, 
Louis Finske, B. P. McCormick, 
Howard C. Federer, Charles Gil- 
mour, Harry Huffman, Dave Cock- 
rill and Cy Pennie will talk. 

The Fox Intermountain regional 
annual convention will be at the 
Park Lane hotel, Denver, Aug. 31- 
Sept. 2. The opening day will be ad- 
journed early for the Screen Club 
picnic, with two days given over to 
intensive business sessions. Ricket- 
son, division manager, will preside 
at the sessions. 

The annual convention of the Gi- 
braltar Enterprises is being held in 
Denver this week, An outing in the 
mountains will be held later in the 
week. Chas. R. Gilmour. president 
of the group, called the meeting and 
will preside. 


Klan Suit Helps Atlanta 


‘ .* , * 
Legion’ Exhib; Some Duck 
Atlanta, Aug. 24. 
Cashing in on publicity engen- 
dered by Ku Klux Kian’s suit for 
$113,500 against Warner Bros. for al- 
leged use of KKK insignia in ‘Black 
Legion,’ Cameo theatre, downtown 
second-run indie, booked and showed 


| film last week, 


Other subsequent run houses have 
given the pic the runaround, because 
Kluxers still wield potent influence 


| in these parts and nabe theatre man- 


agers don’t want to hurt anybody’s 
feelings if they can help it, 


‘Booloo’ Initials 


Hollywood, Aug. 24, 

Cabled advices have been re- 
ceived at Paramount from Clyde 
Elliott, producing and directing 
‘Booloo’ at Singapore, that he has 
completed the initial scene for the 
film. 

Company will be absent another 


; six months. 
| 


Maynard’s Circus Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 24, 
| Grand National will produce a 
jcircus picture featuring Ken May- 
| nard, now on tour with Cole Bros, 
| circus. 
M. H. Hoffman will produce, 





Jack Holt’s ‘Murderers’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 24, 
‘Murderers Welcome,’ Larry Dar- 
mour’s next Jack Holt thriller for 
Columbia, will be directed by Lew 
Collins. 
Film will be made from Philip 


t aol; 9. ‘i*t ima vw ey 
W yviie’s original yarn. 
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With great pleasure and pride I take this 
opportunity to thank everyone connected with the production of “The Life of Emile 
Zola”. The acclaim which greeted the picture at its premiere at the Hollywood 
Theatre, New York, belongs to Hal B. Wallis, to Henry Blanke, to William Dieterle, to 
Paul Muni and every artist, to the writers and to the entireWarner Bros. studio person- 
nel for having made possible a production that marks still another milestone in the 
history of the screen. They, and they alone, poe the glory of having created a master- 


piece as far above the average as our first talking picture was above the silent ones. 


ve ae 


- 


Vice-President in Charge 
of Production 


WatTcH THESE ROAD SHOws: 


August 26th August 26th August 29th August 29th August 30th August 30th September 12th September 16th 
National Theatre Cass Theatre Erlanger Theatre Nixon Theatre Royal Alexander Thea. Colonial Theatre American Theatre St. Francis Theatre 
Washington, D.C. Detroit, Mich. Chicago, Illinois Pittsburgh, Pa. Toronto, Canada Boston, Mass. St. Louis, Missouri San Francisco, Calif. 


September Ninth at the Carthay Circle Iheatre, Los Angeles 
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(Continued from page 25) 


by Clarence Budington Kelland; photographed by Charles Clarke. Cast: 
Leslie Howard, Joan Blondell, Humphrey Bogart, Alan Mowbray, Marla 
Shelton, C. Henry Gordon, Jack Carson, J. C. Nugent, Tully Marshall, Wil- 
j ong. 

iam V MY LOVE AGAIN,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by 
Arthur Ripley and Joshua Logan, screen play by David Hertz irom novel 
by Allene Corliss; photographed by Hal Mohr. Cast: Joan Bennett, Henry 
Fonda, Dame May Whitty, Alan Marshal, Louise Platt, Alan Baxter, Tim 
Holt, Dorothy Stickney, Florence Lake, Genee Hall, Alice Cavenna. 


‘THE PRISONER OF ZENDA,’ produced by David O. Selznick; directed 
by John Cromwell; screen play by Wells Root and John L. Balderston, 
based on novel by Anthony Hope; photographed by James Wong Howe. 
Cast: Ronald Colman, Madeleine Carroll, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Mary 
Astor, C. Aubrey Smith, Raymond Massey, David Niven, Montagu Love, 
William von Brincken, Philip Sleeman, Eleanor Wesselhoeft, Florence 
Roberts, Ian MacLaren, Howard Lang. Al Shean, Henry Roquermore, 
Lillian Hermer, Pat Somerset. 


PICTURES 





Col. Ducks Plagiarism 
Suit on Technicality 


Technical error resulted in the 
dismissal of Columbia Pictures 
Corp. of California, Ltd., by N. Y. 
Federal Judge Vincent Liebell yes- 
terday (Tuesday) as a defendant in 
an infringement suit brought by 
Plain Talk Magazine. Judge Liebell 
held that service of suit on Jack 
Cohn in New York, as an officer of 
the Coast concern, was improper, 
the corporation being non-resident 
Cohn also denied he was an Official 
of Columbia Corp. of Calif. 





NOW IT’S ‘REFUND NITE’ 
IN MPLS.; $1 PRIZES 


Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 
Newest theatre stunt to hit terri- 








‘NOTHING SACRED,’ produced by David O. Selznick; directed by Wil- | 
liam A. Wellman; original by James H. Street; screen play by Ben Hecht; | 


photographed by Howard Greene. Cast: Carole Lombard, Fredric March, 

Charles Winninger, Walter Connolly, Sig Rumann, Frank Fay, Margaret 

Hamilton, Maxie Rosenbloom, Art Lasky, Hedda Hopper, John Qualen 
United Artists Pictures Now in Production 

‘HURRICANE,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by John Ford; 
screen play by Dudley Nichols, based on original story by Charles Norhoff 
and James Norman Hall; photographed by Bert Blennon. Cast: Jon Hall, 
Dorothy Lamour, Raymond Massey, Mary Astor, C. Aubrey Smith, Thomas 
Mitchell, Jerome Cowan, Movita, Mamo Clark, Kuleii De Clercq. 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF MARCO POLO,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; 
directed by Archie Mayo; screen play by Robert Emmett Sherwood; photo- 
graphed by Rudolf Mate and Archie Stout.-Cast: Gary Cooper, Sigrid 
Gurie, Ernest Truex, Binnie Barnes, Basil Rathbone, George Barbier, Lotus 
Liu, Ferdinand Gottschalk. ate 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER,’ produced by David O. Selz- 
nick: directed by Norman Taurog; screen play by John V. A. Weaver, from 
story by Mark Twain; photographed by James Wong Howe and Wilfred 
Cline. Cast: Tommy Kelly, Jackie Moran, Beulah Bondi, Walter Brennan, 
Ann Gillis, Victor Jory, Mickey Rentchler, Cora Sue Collins, Charles Rich- 
man, Spring Byington, David Holt, Marcia Mae Jones, Margaret Hamilton, 
Phillip Hurlic, Erville Alderson. 


Universal 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Sheot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
TVotal | 5650-035 <5 0 50 4 3 7 36 2 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘THE BOSS OF LONELY VALLEY,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed 
by Ray Taylor; novel by Forrest Brown; screen play by Frances Guihan. 
Cast: Buck Jones, Muriel Evans, Harvey Clark, Walter Miller, Lee Phelps, 
Ted Adams, Dickie Howland, Ezra Paulette, Matty Fain, Grace Coodall. 

‘ADVENTURES END,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Arthur 
Lubin: novel by Ben Ames Williams: screen play by Ben G. Kohn. Cast: 
John Wayne, Diana Gibson, Moroni Olsen, Montagu Love, Maurice Black, 
Paul White, Cameron Hall, Patrick J. Kelly, George Cleveland. 

‘THE WESTLAND CASE,’ produced by Larry Fox and Irving Starr; 
directed by Christy Cabanne: screen play by Robertson White, based on 
novel by Jonathan Latimer. Cast: Preston Foster, Carol Hughes, Barbara 
Pepper, Frank Jenks, Astrid Allwyn, George Meeker, Theodore Von Eltz, 
Clarence Wilson, Russell Hicks, Rollo Lloyd, Selmer Jackson. 

‘BEHIND THE MIKE,’ produced by Lou Brock; directed by Sidney 
Salkow: original by Thomas Ahearn and Walton Butterfield; screen play by 
Barry Trivers. Cast: William Gargan, Judith Barrett, Don Wilson, Sterling 
Halloway, William Davidson, Gerald Oliver Smith, Grady Sutton. 

‘SUDDEN BILL DORN,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed by Ray 
Taylor; novel by Jackson Gregory; screen play by Frances Guihan. Cast: 
Buck Jones. Noel Francis, Frank McGlynn, Sr., Harold Hodge, Ted Adams, 
Evelyn Brent, Lee Phelps. 

‘CARNIVAL QUEEN,’ produced by Robert Presnell; directed by Nate 
Watt; screen play by James Mulhauser, Lester Cole and Harold Buckley, 
from novel by Richard Wormser. Cast: Dorothea Kent, Robert Wilcox, 
Hobart Cavanaugh, David Oliver, G. Pat Collins, Ernest Cossart, Jonathan 
Hale, Harry Tyler. 

‘100 MEN AND A GIRL,’ produced by Joe Pasternak; directed by Henry 
Koster; screen play by Charles Kenyon; original by Hans Kraly. Cast: 
Deanna Durbin, Leopold Stokowski, Adolphe Menjou, Mischa Auer, Alma 
Kruger, Billy Gilbert, Alice Brady, Christian Rub, Eugene Pallette, Frank 
Jenks, Jed Prouty, Jack Smart. 

Universal Pictures Now in Production ; 

‘MIGHTIER THAN THE SWORD,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; 
directed by S. Sylvan Simon; original by William Rankin; screen play by 
Robert T. Shannon and Bruce Manning. Cast: Wendy Barrie, Walter 
Pidgeon, Kent Taylor, Henry Hunter, George Barbier, Dorothea Kent, 
Hobart Cavanaugh, Samuel S. Hinds, Horace MacMahon. 

‘MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1938,’ produced by B. G. De Sylva; directed 
by Irving Cummings; original screen play by Monte Brice and Dorian 
Otvos. Cast: Joy Hodges, John King, Bert Lahr, Billy House, Mischa Auer, 
Jimmie Savo, Alice Brady, Barbara Read, Louise Fazenda, Richard Carle, 
Howard Cantonwine, Charley Williams, Dave Apollon and orchestra. 

‘BLONDE DYNAMITE,’ produced by E. M. Asher; directed by Milton 
Carruth: novel by W. R. Burnett: screen play. by Lester Cole. Cast: Noah 
Berry, Jr., Nan Grey, William Gargan, Dorothea Kent, Rowland Drew. 

Readied for Production, with Tentative Credits _ 

‘YOUNG MAN’S FANCY,’ produced by B. G. De Sylva: directed by 
David Butler: original story by Bill Thomas, Maxwell Sane and Warren 
Wilson: screen play by Monte Brice and Charles Grayson. Cast: Alice 
Faye, George Murphy, Ken Murray, the Three Diamond Brothers, Andy 
Devine, Ella Logan, Larry Blake, Harry Stockwell. a 

‘THE SHANNONS OF BROADWAY,’ produced by Edmund Grainger. 
No other assignments as yet. From stage play by James Gleason. 


Warners 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
oy ee ae P 60 7 5 14 26 14 
Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘FIRST LADY,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown; directed by Stanley 


Logan; original by Katherine Dayton and George S. Kaufman: screen play 
by Rowland Leigh; photographed by Sid Hickox, Cast: Kay 
Preston Foster, Veree Teasdale, Waiter Connolly, Anita Louise, Victot 
Jory, Marjorie Gateson, Louise Fazenda, Marjorie Rambeau, Eric Stanley 
Henry O'Neil, Sara Haden, Harry Davenport 
‘THE PERFECT SPECIMEN,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown; directed by 
Michael Curtiz; original by Samuel Hopkins Adams; screen play by 
Lawrence Riley ‘and Norman Reilly Raine; photographed by Charles 
Osher, Cast: Errol Flynn, Joan Blondell, Dick Foran, Beverly Roberts, 
Edward Everett Horton, Hugh Herbert, May Robson, Marie Wilson, Warren 
Hymer, Donald Meek, Granvilie Bates, Andrew Tombes, Tim Henning. 
‘THE GREAT GARRICK,’ produced by Mervyn LeRoy; directed by 
James Whale: original screen play by Ernest Vajda; photographed b) 
Ernest Haller, Cast: Brian Aherne, Olivia de Havilland, Edward Everett 
Horton, Luis Alberni, Lana Turner, Marie* Wilson, Linda Perry, Craig 
Reynolds, Dorothy Tree, Henry O'Neill, Lionel Atwill, Fritz Leiber. — 
‘ALCATRAZ ISLAND,’ produced by Byran Foy; directed by William 
feGann: original screen play by Crane Wilbur; photographed by Lu 
O'Connell. Cast: John Litel, Ann Sheridan, Mary Maguire, Gordon Oliver 


Addison Richards, Ben Welden. Dick Percell, George E. Stone. Doris Lloyd. | 
PRAIRIE THUNDER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Breezy | 


“aSON; Original by Ed Earl Repp. Cast: D 
akima Canutt, Frank Ellis. 

a ADVENTUROUS BLONDE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Frank 

McDonald; original by Robertson White: photographed by Arthut 


ick Foran. Elen Clancy, Al Smith, 


PIX COS. NIX B. R. TO 


Suit was instituted against Colum- 
bia anc Screen Classics, Inc., Plain 
Talk alleging a picture short titled 
‘Norton I, Emperor of America,’ was 


tory is called ‘Refund Night.’ The- 
atres employing it are handing out 
a $1 gift, called a ‘refund,’ to every 
10th patron. It’s a variation 


of the 
a steal on its copyrighted story. It ‘gift night’ idea and exhibitors as- 
asks an accounting and damages sert that the law couldn’t construe 


it as a violation of 
statute. 

The state supreme court still has 
under advisement that question as to 
whether bank and 
in theatres are lotteries in violation 
of the state law. The issue was 
raised in two St. Paul cases which 
were appealed to the state’s highest 
tribunal. 


the anti-lottery 


KEEP CHI FBT GOING 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
All attempts to save the Chicago 
Film Board of Trade failed last 
week, and all possibilities of retain- 
ing the film board here are washed 
up. Inability to obtain the co-op- 
eration of the eight major dis- 


tributors in supporting a local office 
independently was the reason. Those 


Sued for Bicycling 
Weinberg Enterprises Corp., oper- 
ators of the Cameo, Yonkers, N. Y.. | 
and its president, Joseph Weinberg, 
were named Thursday (19) in pic- 
ture infringement suits filed in U. S. 


Providence, Long Known As an Odd 


Theatre Town, Further Realigned 





Providence, Aug. 24. 
The theatre realignment taking 
place here accentuates all the more 
the long standing axiom that Provi- 
dence is a paradoxical show town. 
Less than a year ago it was the 
showman’s lament that the town was 
greatly overseated, Today it seems 
as though there’s going to be a 
shortage of theatres, providing the 
present rush to take off the shutters 
from long darkened houses 
ues. 


contin- 


A few weeks back there were four 
dark theatres downtown, By Labor 
Day there will be only one left. Next 





‘cash gift nights’ ! 


| Friday the Albee, single RKO unit in 


Providence, will 
House has been 


resume operations, 
renovated to the 


| tune of $40,000, and will reopen as 


| Straight picture 


| tensively 





distributors who had signified their District Court by Universal Pictures 





Francis, | 


Todd.! Waring, Ted Healy, Rosemary 


Corp., Big U Film Exchange, United | 
Artists Corp., and the Walter Disney 
Productions, Inc. 


willingness to contribute to the up- 
keep of a local office were 20th- 
| Fox, Universal, Metro and Para- 
|mount. The others nixed the prop- 
osition, the home offices particularly 
not being interested. Appropriation 
asked from each company to keep 
the film board going was $27.50 per 
month for a complete total of around 
$4,000 annually. 


Local board had been concentrat- 
ing on two angles for the past few 
years: the servicing of educational 
and charitable organizations, and 
serving as official contact with the 
various women’s clubs in the terri- 
tory. 


hibited th?filler shorts and Disney 
comedies without being licensed to 
do so. Plaintiffs ask $250 for each 
infringement. Alleged violations oc- 
curred last summer. 








Holmes Tosses ‘Stones’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 24, 
‘Rolling Stones’ will be directed 
at Radio by Ben Holmes. 
Helen Broderick and 


Victor 
Moore will be co-featured. 








Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Anne Nage 
Moorhead, Tom Kennedy, Charles Foy, George E 
‘SUBMARINE D-1,’ produced by Lou E 
original story by Commander Frank Wea 
Haines; photographed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: Pat O’Brien. George Brent 
Wayne Morris, Frank McHugh, Doris Weston, Ronald Reagan, Henry 
O'Neill, Owen King, Dennie Moore. , 
‘EXPENSIVE HUSBANDS,’ supervised by Frank Mandel: directed by 
Bobby Connolly; screen play by Jean Negulesco and Jay Brennan: camera 
James Van Trees. Cast: Beverly Roberts, Patric Knowles. William Hopper, 
Allyn Joslyn. 
‘MISSING: WITNESS,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
ee ve Rady et a ny 4 Kenneth Gamet and Don Ryan: photo- 
graphe y Si ickox, Cast: Dick Purcell, Jean Dale, Joh ite i 
Acuff, Hugh O’Connell. oe ee 
‘OVER THE GOAL,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Noel Smith; 
original by William Jacobs; screen play by Jacobs and Anthony Coldeway; 
photographed by Warren Lynch. Cast: William Hopper, June Travis, 
Willard Parker, Johnny Davis, William Harrigan, Gordon Oliver, Herbert 
Rawlinson. 
‘EVIDENCE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Frank McDonald: 
original screen play by Crane Wilbur and George Bricker: photographed 
by James Van Trees. Cast: Dick Foran, June Travis, John Litel, George E. 


1, Robert Barrett, Natalie 
. Stone. 

delman; directed by Lloyd Bacon: 
d; screen play by William Wister 


Plaintiffs claimed defendants oes 


house. Later the 
house may try to revive the Albee 
Stock Co, 

The Associated Theatres, of which 
veteran Abe Spitz is president, has 
taken over the Modern, long the 
town’s jinx house. It is being ex- 
renovated and on Labor 
Day will reopen with a legit policy, 
‘Brother Rat,’ being the first road- 
show attraction. When Broadway 
shows are not available the house 
will play roadshow pictures, but it 
is definite that Spitz and his associa- 
ates will not try burlesk in between 
legit and picture shows as before. It 
was a mistake, Everything but roller 
skating has ben tried at the Modern 
and in its long history it has stood 
out as the prize lemon in town. Spitz 
hopes to break the jinx by renaming 
it the Playhouse, 

Last Friday the Carlton, a link in 
the chain of theatres operated by 
Edward M, Fay, was reopened as a 
holdover house. Fay has entered in 
a partnership agreement with Loew’s 
which will give Carlton first-run pic- 
tures warranting a second week 
showing at first-run prices. 

Legit attractions are being shown 
by Spitz at the Empire currently, 
but with the reopening of the Mod- 





ern this policy will be dropped, Un- 
derstanding is that Spitz is negoti- 
ating for vaudeville, providing he 
can obtain pictures for a combina- 


| tion policy. 


The huge Metropolitan is now the 
only house in town where no direct 
dickering is under way. However, 
there have been reports that a 
couple of local exhibitors are inter- 
ested in opening it as a second-run- 
ner, The Bijou is the only second 
run spot downtown. 


Coast’s $5 Preems 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
A pair of $5 preems are skedded 











Stone, Dick Purcell, Veda Ann Borg, Ward Bond, Tommy Bupp. 

‘SHE LOVED A FIREMAN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Johnny 
Farrow; original screen play by Carleton Sand: photographed by Lou 
O'Connell. Cast: Dick Foran, Ann Sheridan, Robert Armstrong, Hugh 
O'Connell, Veda Ann Borg. 

‘SH! THE OCTOPUS,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Mc- 
Gann; screen play by George Bricker from play by Ralph Murphy and 
Donald Gallaher; camera, Warren Lynch. Cast: Hugh Herbert, Allen 
Jenkins, Marcia Ralston, George Rosener, John Eldredge, Eric Stanley. 

‘SERGEANT MURPHY,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Breezy 
Eason; original screen play by Abem Finkel and William Jacobs: camera. 
Ted McCord. Cast: Ronald Reagan, Mary Maguire, Donald Crisp, Edmund 
Cobb, Max Hoffman; Jr., William Davidson. 

Warners Pictures in Production 

‘HOLLYWOOD HOTEL,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Busby 
Berkeley; original story by Jerry Wald and Maurice Leo: screen play by 
Wald, Leo and Richard Macauley; camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Dick 
Powell, Frances Langford, Mona Marshall, Lola Lane, Hugh Herbert, 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Alan Mowbray, Ted Healy, Allyn Joslyn, Eric 
Stanley, Edgar Kennedy, Benny Goodman and band. 

‘TONIGHT’S OUR NIGHT,’ formerly titled ‘TOVARICH,’ produced by 
Robert Lord; directed by Anatole Litvak; play by Jacques Deval; screen 
play by Casey Robinson; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette 
Colbert, Charles Boyer, Basil Rathbone, Melville Cooper, Isabelle Jones, 
Anita Louise, Allan Conrad, Morris Carnovsky, Gregory Gaye, Fritz Feld, 
| Viadimir Sokoloff, Kurt Bois, Christian Rub, Reine Riano, Montagu Love, 
| George Davis, May Boley, Alphonse Martel, Heather Tratcher. 
| ‘WITHOUT WARNING,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Johnny 
Farrow; original screen play by Crane Wilbur: camera, Lu O’Connell. Cast: 
Boris Karloff, Marie Wilson, Eddie Craven, Regis Toomey, Charles Tow- 
bridge, John Harron, Willard Parker, Frank Faylen 

‘LARGER THAN LIFE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler; 
adapted from play by Joseph Schrank, based on magazine story by Norman 
Matson: screen play by Schrank and Robertson White: camera, Arthur 
Todd. Cast: Frank McHugh, Berton Churchill, Jane Wyman, Ferris Taylor, 

i Cora Witherspoon, Raymond Hatton, William Haade, Tom 





Dianne Lewis, 
Kennedy. 
‘GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT,’ produced in technicolor by Sam 
Bischoff; directed by Michael Curtiz; story by Clements Ripley; screen play 
by Warren Duff and Robert Buckner. Cast: George Brent, Olivia de Havil- 
land, Claude Rains and Margaret Lindsay, 
Warners Pictures Completed 


‘BACK IN CIRCULATION,’ directed by Ray Enright. Cast: Pat O’Brien, 
Joan Blondell. Margaret Lindsay. 

‘IT’S LOVE I'M AFTER,’ directed by Archie L. Mayo. Cast: Leslie How- 
ard, Bette Davis, Olivia de Havilland, Eric Blore, 

‘MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR,’ directed by Alfred E. Green. Cast: 


Kenny Baker, Frank McHugh, Alice Brady, Gertrude Michael. 
‘CONFESSION,’ directed by Joe May. Cast: Kay Francis, 

| Basil Rathbone, Jane Bryan, Mary Maguire, Robert Barrat, Donald Crisp. 

‘THAT CERTAIN WOMAN,’ directed by Edmund Goulding. Cast: Bette 
Davis, Henry Fonda, Ian Hunter, Anita Louise. 

‘LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA,’ directed by William Dieterle, 
Gale Sondergaard, Joseph Schildkraut 

‘VARSIT SHOW,’ directed by William Keighley. 
Lane 


Cast 


Priscitla Lane, Walters 


Catlett. 


here during Labor Day week. War- 
ners has set ‘Zola’ at the Carthay 
Circle for Sept. 9 and the following 
night Universal will usher in ‘A 
Hundred Men and a Girl’ at the 
Pantages theatre. 

‘Zola’ will go on a two-a-day basis 
while ‘Men’ opens a regular run at 
the RKO and Pantages theatres after 
the preem. 


Santell’s RKO ‘Time’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Alfred Santell will direct RKO’s 
film version of ‘Having a Wonderful 
Time’ when Ginger Rogers, topper, 
returns from her vacash. 
Arthur Kober is adapting his steg 
play for the screen. 








‘Torchy’ Flares Again 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Next ‘Torchy Blane’ film at 





Ian Hunter, | 


Paul Muni, ! 


Cast: Dick Powell, Fred ' parents, 


| Warners, ‘Blondes at Work,’ is set 
|to start tomorrow (Wed.). 

Frank McDonald directs, with 
i|Glenda Farrell and Barton MacLane 
topspotted. 


FLIGHT EXPERT ON PIC 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

William Van Dusen has been en- 
gaged as a flying expert to collab 
with Sidney Howard on the screen- 
play of ‘Trans-Atlantie Flight.’ 

Van Dusen has been given leave 
of absence from Pan-American Air- 
ways. 








Roach’s New 4-Year-Old 
Oklahoma City, Aug. 24. 
Maureen Fitzgerald, 4, of Lawton, 
Okla., has left for Hollywood where 
ishe will be given a screen test by 
| Hal Roach studios. 





| Kiddie will be accompanied by hee 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Fitze- 
gerald, 
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EXPLOITATION 


By Epes W. Sargent | 





Tempting Fate 
reverses N - C. 
Carolina theatre took advan- 
ag the recent Friday the 13th 


ieee pination to get out its ladders 
and buy up some dime store mir- 
roThe newspaper ads announced 
that the first 10 people to walk 
under a ladder and break a mirror 


be admitted to the theatre 
ong crowd assembled and radio 
station WSOC had a remote unit on 
hand to broadcast the fun. 

The News photographed a pretty 
sirl under the ladder and with frag- 
ments of a smashed mirror at her 
feet. 

Carolina also has a current tie-up 
with The News in connection with 
a ‘Big Apple’ dance contest, with a 
coupon clipped from the paper 
necessary for admission to the con- 
test 


The Old Reliable 


Seattle. 

Bing Crosby will be in Spokane 
week of Oct. 18, that being former 
stamping ground of _the crooner, 
along with Tacoma, this state. 

Local exhibitors are tieing in 
with the Crosby visit for some ex- 
cellent exploitation, based on the 
old idea of a contest to select a boy 
or girl, between 18 and 23 years old, 
for a chance in the pictures. 

Paramount theatre is the sponsor 





in Seattle, with applications of 
aspirants now being received by 
manager Bill Hamrick. Seattle 


Times is co-sponsor, which means 
some extra publicity. Prelims and 
semi-finals for this district will be 
at Paramount theatre, with the finals 
in Spokane in October. The Spokane 
winner will be taken to Hollywood 
as guest of Bing and Paramount Pic- 
tures. There, a screen test, and if| 
okay. a contract. That’s the lineup. 








Metered Applause | 


Troy, N. Y. | 

The Troy. WB’s principal theatre} 
here, dressed up its bathing beauty 
contest to select a ‘Miss Troy’ as the) 
city’s representative in the Atlantic | 
City competition, through the use of| 
an ‘applause meter’ on the stage, the | 
booking of Toby Middlebrook’s | 
orchestra and of Bea Cohen, local | 
singer, and songfests. 
Contest was heavily 
over a period of weeks. 


advertised 


Pentecost Wakes "Em 


| 

Atlanta, Ga. | 
Exploitation is almost a lost art} 
down this way, but Edwin Pente-| 
cost, mgr of Loew’s Grand theatre, | 
is making the boys sit up and take | 
notice with some new and old stuff. | 

To plug Goldwyn’s ‘Stella Dallas’ | 
Pentecost planted a contest ‘in 
Hearst's Georgian on ‘Do Blondes | 
Make the Best Mothers?’ This, on 
the face of it, may sound like a 
Stereotyped stunt, but local rags 
have an anti-publicity ruling that’s 
hard to circumvent and grabbing the 
Space indicated that the contest has 
appeal. Rewards were $15 cash for 
best letter, $7.50 for second, $2.50 for 
third, with five pairs of ducats daily. 
Space devoted was 2-cols cut and 
about 10-inch story daily, giving 
names of ducat winners and contest 
rules , 

In addition Pentecost put a gayly 
decorated float on _ the _ streets. 
Aboard were two girls dressed in 
evening clothes and a_ five-piece 
string orch, which played popular 
tunes on the street corners while 
the femmes passed out heralds. It 
couldn't help but attract attention. 

On last day of contest Pentecost | 
sent a 40 by 60-inch telegram that} 
required three messenger boys to| 
carry to the mayor inviting him to)| 
see ‘Stella’ and that was good for an | 
additional 3-col cut and story to add | 
to his campaign book. 

Another novel stunt 
worked out was his lobby display on | 
Metro's ‘Topper.’ He took a lot of| 
the ‘mysterious’ 





a pen and ink bottle, a doorknob, 
pair of silk panties, hotel register, 
bottle of ectoplasm and a_ blank 


State. 


Stunt attracted lot of attention and | 


comment and aroused considerable 
interest in pic, especially among 
Grand’s patrons who have not read 
the book. 













CONDUCTOR 
VIOLINIST 


2nd Year—Shea’s 
Buffalo 









“Arne offers another interesting 
awl delightful musieal presenta- 
tion, 


The ensemble gives a color- 
ful and tuneful account of them- 
selves."—Buffalo News. 








Pentecost | 


incidents that ap-! 
pear in the pic and worked them | 
into a ‘Sur-Realist Gallery’ in a 12-| 
foot high showcase. Displayed were | 


| Carl 


N. H, Ideas 


New Haven. 

John Hesse drew some unusual in- 
terest in ‘They Won’t Forget’ at 
Roger Sherman with a prize contest 
along the angle of solution of the 
crime. For two weeks ahead of 
opening Hesse ran teasers in news 
ad and window card form simply 
asking the question, ‘Who killed 
Mary Clay?’ 

Prior to opening, contest was an- 
nounced, with a $50 prize for most 
logical solution after contestants had 
seen picture. 

Bob Russell has been slipping a 
bally gag or two under the wire 
each week. For ‘Willie Winkie’ Rus- 
sell planted a plug in the middle of 
the longest parade ever held here, 
for American Legion posts in con- 
vention, A tot in Scotch outfit, in 
the Temple manner, marched at 
head of a drum corps. It was the 
only piece of advertising to land in 
the parade. 

For ‘Good Earth’ a lobby display 
of authentic Chinese lanterns drew 


favorable comment and as a boost 
for ‘You Can’t Have Everything,’ 
Russell plastered the town with 


milk bottle tops reading ‘You can’t 
have everything, but you can have 
the best milk—and here it is.’ 

For ‘Toast of New York,’ in addi- 





| to agree on number of stage hands 


tion to window display of old-fash- | 


ioned millinery, a special ‘Toast’ 
sandwich’ and an old-fashioned 
couple making the rounds in an 
ancient conveyance, Russell ran an 


oakley contest tied in with a window 
display of a box of greenbacks agi- 
tated by a fan. Contest was for 
nearest guess to total amount repre- 
sented by fluttering bills. 


Trip on ‘Toast’ 
Indianapolis. 

Art Baker and Frank Moneyhun 
got plenty of free space for ‘Toast of 
New York,’ showing 
tieing up with Indianapolis News to 
pick a ‘local toast of the city.’ Paper, 
which has largest state circulation, 
gave front page space to choosing of 
‘Toast of Indianapolis’ for a week, 
and also carried inside stories and 
art. 

Winner was Julia Freyn, who gets 
ducat on TWA airliner to Holly- 
wood; cuffo at the Ambassador hotel 
while she’s there and a trip through 
the RKO studios. 

Although opening date was set 
back a week to hold over ‘Artists 
and Models,’ public was sold to the 
extent that biz is over par. 





Theatre Changes | 


New Orleans. 

Robert J. Haley, house manager of 
the Liberty here, following the res- 
ignation of Noel D. Smith. 

Other changes include Asa Booksh, 
as treasurer of the Liberty. and R. L. 
MclIivane to replace Booksh at 
Orpheum. 





Galveston. 
Joy Theatres, Inc., headquarters 
at Oklahoma City has taken a five 
year lease on a 30 by 100 foot space 
at 305 Main Street, Houston, for 
first theatre in this section of Texas. 





Drumright, Okla. 
The new Tower theatre, built by 
Consolidated Theatres, Inc., to re- 
place the old Strand, opened to the 
public Aug. 18, Frank Aydelotte 
manager. 





Des Moines. 
Changes in Tri-States 
State, Cedar Rapids. to Paramount 
and also serve as city manager In 
Cedar Rapids. Ray Wgrnimont, from 


currently, by | 


| equality 


| artistic 
|}On the other hand, the unit manager 


|the business and managerial side of 


| phles 





F&M’s Shubert-Rialto, 
St. Louis, for 3 Years’ 


St. Louis, Aug. 24. 
| 





Fanchon & Marco interests here | 
have exercised option on Shubert- | 
Rialto theatre, 1,700 seater on Grand 
blvd. in midtown,. and will operate 
it for next three years. House was 
obtained when F&M and Warner 
Bros. settled differences in New York 
and although house has been shut- 
tered since last spring, F&M has 
been paying rent, at rate of $28,500 
per year, to Cella Estate, owner. 

In addition, F&M controls Or- | 
pheum, 2,000-seater in downtown | 





| district and this house also is dark. 


Both 


execs 


were closed when F&M and 
of local IATSE were unable | 


etc... to be employed in theatre. 
Neither Shubert-Rialto nor Orpheum | 
proved clicks and Harry C. Arthur | 
for F&M said it would be cheaper 
to keep houses closed than pay de- | 
mands of union, plus additional nut | 
for films, salaries of personnel, etc. 

Lease on Orpheum was originally 
made to Warner Bros. but trans- 
ferred to F&M which has been pay- 
ing $35,000 annual rent. Lease still 
has two years to run. No announce- 
ment has been made as to whether 
houses will be reopened. 

Attempts made last spring to sub- 
lease Shubert-Rialto to Harry Green- 
man indie exhibitor, and-~ others, 
failed to materialize. 


Labor Clash 


(Continued 








from 
decision outlined above are as 
lows: 

Directors perform a service which 
is fundamentally creative.. The rate } 
of compensation, character of ser- | 
vice and the authority of a director 
all demonstrate that he has no ‘in- 
of bargaining power’ such 
contemplated by the Wagner 
Relations Act. The director 
substantial authority over the 
development of a _ picture. 


page 7) 


fol- 


as 18 
Labor 
has 


and the assistant director represent | 


production. While the director sup- 


artistic and creative forces in | 


j}each for 
| Charges of 


Chi Readjusting Its Protection 
And Clearance Skeds This Season 


+> ee 





Grand, Col’mb’s, Stuck Up 


Columbus, Aug. 24. 
In a daring holdup Thursday night 
(19) the Grand here was robbed of 
$170 by an armed bandit who pulled 


}a gun on cashier Mary Alice Smith 


as she was taking the receipts from 
the box office into the theatre. Man- 
ager George W. Gray grabbed for 
the cash box as the bandit lifted it 


from Miss Nash’s hands, but he 
eluded Gray and dashed into the 
street. Efforts of a bystander and 
a policeman to halt him were 


thwarted when the bandit held them 
at bay with his gun while he got 
into a car driven by an accomplice. 

Clint Wander, assistant manager of 
the Ohio theatre in the same block 
got a scare when he saw two men 
loitering outside shortly before the 
Grand holdup, but he strapped on 


his revolver and with the help of 
several employes escorted the cash 
into the building. 
Salt Lake City, Aug. 24. 
Carl Blair, 21, WPA worker, has 
begun serving a five year-to-life 
sentence in the Utah state prison, 


following his guilty plea to robbery 


lof the Paramount theatre here 
June 21. 

Blair was sentenced by District 
Judge J. A. Hougaard. Blair, ac- 


cording to complaint, allegedly held 
up Miss Florence Young, cashier, 
and escaped with $30. 


BANKO TEST RAID 
Marion, O., Aug. 24. 
The Palace, largest theatre here, 
was raided by police during sweep- 


to provide a 
ties. 


test 
George E. 


cace for 
Planck, 
three women 
operating a 
filed by City 


employees. 
gambling 


game was Solicitor 











Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Several changes in protection and 
clearance are being readied in Chi- 
cago for the coming season by both 
exhibitors and exchanges. Some 
dozen key situations in this territory 
have become seriously entangled 
over clearance, with the exhibs on 
the short end of the deal yelping 
their heads off in an attempt to ob- 
tain adjustments. 

With the Film Board out of busi- 
ness and no central organization for 
the settling of clearance disputes, 


it’s up to the individual exchanges 
to make their own decisions as to 
the protection adjustments, if any. 
However, it’s the usual custom for 


the exchanges to contact each other 
on the protection setup, so as to get 


a uniform release date for each 
house. 
Southside and the northwest dis- 


tricts are the sections most infested 
with clearance wrangles, especially 
in those situations where circuits 
run up against indie houses. 


Vines-Perry Tennisers 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 


« Warners has a dicker on with 


| Ellsworth Vines and Fred Perry to 
| make a series of tennis shorts. 


| stakes drawing which was expected | 
authori- | 

manager, | 

| posted $225 bond for himself and $25 


| 


Perry’s last net two-reelers were 
made with Pete Smith at Metro. 


‘ . x, 
Barrier’ in Day Early 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Harry Sherman brought in ‘The 
Barrier’ for Paramount release last 
week a day ahead of schedule. 


Les Selander directed, with Leo 
Carrillo and Jean Parker in the 
top spots. 





More than 1,000 persons were in at 


the time of the raid. Police said 


| three names had been drawn for the 


the making of a picture, the unit | Ralph E. Carhart. | $200 first prize, but that none of 
manager and the assistant director Nine policemen under Chief Wil- | them were in the theatre to claim 
'govern the physical and financial) jjam E. Marks raided the theatre. | the prize, 

side of the operation, and in this | 


| 





Theatre | 
Corp. personnel: Hal Sheridan, from | 


| tive employments often place the di- 


respect represent the studio manage- 
ment. The nature of their respec- 


rector on the one hand and the unit 
manager and the assistant director 
on the other at opposite viewpoints 
in the making of the picture. Their 
activities, their objects and their 
duties are often totally dissimiliar 
and in many instances must repre- 
sent conflicting judgments. 

The term ‘assistant director’ has 
long been a misnomer in the indus- | 
try. Today, fundamentally, the di- 
rector represents creative effort, and 
the unit manager and the assistant 
director represent the managerial 
and business side. A_ negotiation 
which directly or indirectly places 
these two groups in the same posi- 
tion is illogical, and would be de- 
structive of the character of rela- 
tion that should exist between the 
two groups. It can only be defended 
on the basis that it gives the direc- 
tors and advantage by supplying 
them with greater numerical strength 
in such a negotiation. 





We _ recognize, and have 
isistently recognized, the right of | 
groups of employees to negotiate | 


Garden, Davenport, to State, Cedar | 


Rapids. Al Dumond is now house 
manager of the Paramount. Cedar 
Rapids. Bill Murin, formerly asst 
mgr of the State, Cedar Rapids. to 
the Paramount as assistant. Richard 
Stoddard, to Capitol, Davenport. 
Ely E. Seff. former manager of the 
Spencer, Rock Island, to the Garden, 
Davenport. John Krier now man- 
ages Spencer, Rock Island. 
St. Louis. 
Central States Theatre Corp. plan- 


as ‘ | ni se i loomington, 
Square indicating Cary Grant and | ning $190,008 house in Sieoming 


Connie Bennett in their ‘ectoplastic’ 


Capitol, operated by Alger Circuit. 
reopened in Morrison, III. 

State, Princeton, Ill., shuttered for 
five years. reopened under manage- 
ment of Alger Circuit of Charleston. 

William C. Fitzgerald, P. C. 
Hauted and C. F. Guery have 
formed Morton Theatre Co., Morton 
Ill. and will erect 650 seater. 
Pierson, Petersburg. Ill., has 
purchased old post office bldg. and 
will remodel it into a modern mov- 
ing pix theatre. 


Foikston, Ga, 


| Faulty wiring was blamed. for 
blaze that destroyed projectron 
equipage and film at New Ritz the- 


atre. House, completely remodeled 
had been open only a week. 


Cleveland 


Milton S. Harris, publicity director 


for Loew's Cleveland division of the- 
!atres, at 46, celebrates 25 years in 
show biz, and the local newsmen 
are dishing out encomiums on the 


‘ p.a.’s career. 


with the motion picture companies. | 


We insist that the negotiations | 
should not set up situations which | 
are destructive of the basis upon | 
which successful motion picture | 
making has been carried on. We} 
| believe that the proposed negotia- 


| viewpoints 


tions with two groups whose duties, 
and responsibiiities are 
as definitely opposed as the ones 
under consideration, will serve no 
useful purpose. For these reasons 
we have taken the position outlined 
above. 

Upon the basis herein above set 
forth. the producers are ready to be- 
gin such separate negotiations at 
once. 

Very truly, 

Committee Representing Named 
Studios. 

Darryl F. Zanuck, 
Chairman. 


$2,000,000 Theatre Suit 
Vs. WB Shifts to Col. 


Steubenville, O., Aug. 24. 
A $2,000,000 damage sui‘ against 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., of 


Cleveland and Nickitas D. Dipson of | 


Batavia. N. Y.. has been shifted from 
here where it was filed to the federal 
court at Columbus. 
John K. Papulias, Steve G. Manas, 
|Frank D. Sinclair and George F. 
Gourley of Steubenville and others, 
charges the defendants with conspir- 
ing to defraud them of their interest 
in the Capitol theatre, Wheeling. W. 
Va., ace house of the upper Ohio 
) valley. 


con- |, 


The suit filed by , 
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Wed, Fve., 
Meet Andy Tucker .. 


Aug. 25 
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1 Dance, Charlie, Dance 
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THE LIFE OF EMILE 






Twice Daily—2:40 & 8:40 p.m. 
Mats.—.50, .77, $1.00 pilus tax. 
Eves.-S0c te $2.00 plus tex. 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 
Bway. of Sist St.~ AIR-CONDITIONED 


Will Close Aug. 26 
The new CAPITOL opens 
Thursday, Sept. 2, with 
“Broadway Melody of 1938” 





TODAY 


Jean Arthur in “Easy Living” 


Starting Thursday 


“Captains Courageous” 


KAY FRANCIS 


in “CONFESSION” 


25°, 
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NAB Attacks SESAC’s Claims On 


The Amount of Music It Controls 


ening + 


Washington, Aug. 24. 


Conviction that the Society of 
European Stage Authors and Com- 
posers (SESAC) does not control as 
much music as it claims, coupled 
with hints to radio stations to pro- 
ceed slowly before taking perform- 
ing licenses from the organization, 
was voiced by National Association 
of Broadcasters last week. 

Voluminous report on a compre- 
hensive investigation of the pro- 
prietorship of music which SESAC 
claims to represent estimated that 
the repertory which actually is made 
available under SESAC licenses is 
much smaller than the organization 
contends. Report to the industry 
said that instead of being able to 
license radio use of the works of 
76 publishers, SESAC permits grant 
right to perform selections of only 
35 houses. 

Thorough examination of copy- 
right entries at the Library of Con- 
gress and study of records of assign- 
ments indicates that, at the outside, 
SESAC repertory embraces only 
5,500 selections on which copyright 
is still effective. Analysis of the in- 
dividual titles of e&ach house con- 
tains repeated suggestions that 
broadcasters can obtain similar mu- 
sic from American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers or, 
in the other alternative, can struggle 
along without the tunes. 

Most important members of the 
SESAC fold, the N.A.B. report said 
are: 

Apollo Music 
Greek, 151 entries. 

M. Arct, Polish, 283 entries. 

M. M. Cole Publishing Co., Ameri- 
can, 104 entries. 

Carl Gehrmans Musikforlag, Scan- 
dinavian, 147 entries. 

Gebenther & Wolff, Polish, 163 en- 
tries. 

Nowa Scena, Polish, 163 entries. 

O. Pagani and Bros., Italian, 517 
entries. 

Rondo Verlag, 
tries. 

Edward Schuberth & Co., Ameri- 
can, 1,283 entries. 

Vitak Elsuic Co., Polish, 287 en- 
tries. 

‘We find on examination of the 
musical copyright entries in the Li- 
brary of Congress that a total of 


Publishng Cp., 


German, 291 en- 





25,000 Titles 





The American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers yesterday disseminated 
a formal notification to all 
music copyright users that it 
will supply gratis an index of 
more than 25,000 titles of copy- 
righted and non-copyrighted 
musical compositions. Index 
lists title, composer, its author, 
publisher, year of copyright, 
and whether or not affiliated 
with some performing rights 
society. 

The 25,000 titles are tunes 
presently current in broadcast 
usage in America. They will 
be periodically supplemented, 
and perforuted space is pro- 
vided for such additions. 











approximately 5,500 unexpired mu- 
sical copyright entries are credited 
to these 62 publishers or organiza- 
tions, (who make up the SESAC 
1937 membership list) the N.A.B. 
reported. ‘It will be observed, ac- 
cording to our finding, that of these 
62 publishers or organizations, 13 
were not credited with any unex- 
pired musical copyright entries, 3 
had not been credited with any mu- 
sical copyright entries during the 
last 10 years; and 35 had been 
credited wth a total of less than 50 
entries each durng the last 10 years.’ 

Difficulty in finding out just what 
is made available by the SESAC li- 
cense is intensified by controversy 
over renewals, Association advised 
members. Pointed out that the U. S. 
copyright law—which the report re- 
peats needs to be renovated to elimi- 
nate such problems—prevents per- 
manent assignment of rights. Many 
renewals appear to be made by in- 
dvidua!s without authority, N.A.B. 
added. 

The report contains a detailed ac- 
count of the entries in the names of 
the SESAC members, together with 
all accéssible assignment records, 
and gives broadcasters numerous 
tips that they should be wary about 
signing up for franchises offered by 
the foreign group. 





SESAC’s Reply 


Management of the Society of 
European Stage Authors and 
Composers yesterday (Tuesday) 
scored the report of the Na- 
tional Ass’n of Broadcasters on 
the former’s catalog as unim- 
portant and as an accumulation 
of confusing and complicating 
material. Said that the nu- 
merical complication and listing 
of SESAC music material, as 
carried in the report, were 
‘grossly erroneous and unrelia- 
ble.’ 

As an example, the SESAC 
management cited the omission 
of what it described as a huge 
amount of material, including 
catalogs of a number of pub- 
lishers as well as a great num- 
ber of SESAC copyrights. NAB’s 
report, it said, demonstrated, if 
anything, the question as to 
whether much that is claimed 
by ASCAP doesn’t actually be- 
long to SESAC, and thereby 
confirming the need of SESAC 
licenses by broadcasting stations. 

More detailed answer to the 
report will be forth coming 
after it haa been more thor- 
oughly studied and digested. 














HAS OWN S.W. 


Fort Worth, Aug. 24. 

Control of a Texas radio network 
is sought. by Elliott Roosevelt 
through newly organized Frontier 
Broadcasting Co., according to Ray- 
mond E. Buck, attorney for Roose- 
velt. The President's son, his wife 
and Harry <A. Hutchinson were 
granted a charter for the company. 
Capital stock for operation of the 
radio station is set at $10,000. 

Buck said in a statement that 
Roosevelt was negotiating for the 
purchase of the Alamo Broadcasting 
Co., at San Antonio, and that he has 
plans for purchase of. other Texas 
stations. 

The Roosevelt purchase of Station 
KFJZ, at Fort Worth, comes up for 
approval of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission Sept. 7. 


WMCA SUBS FOR WNEW 
ON N. J. GOV.’S SPEECH 


Shortly before the station was 
scheduled to pick up a speech by 
Gov. Harold Hoffman, of New Jer- 
sey, the condenser of WNEW, New- 
ark, went wrong Thursday night 
(19). At the latter’s request, WMCA, 
New York, pinch-hit for the oc- 
easion, dropping another program 
that was previously scheduled. 
Following evning, WNEW aired a 








the speech. 





TROTZKY’S DEMANDS 


$500 for 2 Minutes, 
Deal 





Cc. O. D. No 





Mexico City, Aug. 24. 

Leon Trotzky isn’t going to spiel 
over American ether unless he gets 
heavy dough, c.o.d. That stand was 
demonstrated by the quondam So- 
viet war commissar when he asked 
an American we), in answer to their 
dicker, for a reported $500 for a 
talk of about two minutes. 


Trotzky also said that his talk 
must be broadcast precisely as he 
delivered it and that the U. S. cur- 
rency must be in his hands even 
as the echo of the last word of his 
chat faded out. 

The web answered no. 





FEES TO WIP 
Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 


Kenneth Fees, 22-year-old engi- 
neer of Kansas City, Mo., has been 
added to the WIP staff. 





Assigned to field engineer corp. 


record which WMCA had made of | 


Youngman Re-Signed 
For Kate Smith Program 


Henny Youngman is again set for 
the Kate Smith weekly (Thursday 
night) show over CBS for General 
Foods. Program debuts Sept. 30. 

Young comic got his air start last 
season with Miss Smith when she 
was on the A.&P. coffee commer- 
cial, likewise spread over CBS on 
Thursdays. 


LEMERT’S Q. T. 
TELEVISION 
ON COAST 








Hollywood, Aug. 24. 


has been working secretly for six 
months perfecting a unit for demon- 
istration. He cracked under the 
|strain several weeks ago and was 
discharged from a_ hospital 
iweek. His friends say he will have 


the unit ready for demonstration 
within two months. 





last 


tact, and has twice moved his 
equipment when scouts for Ameri- 
can Tel. & Tel. and the big radio 
chains have discovered his hiding 


who has built 11 radio 


| place. 
Lemert, 
® stations in the west, and was re- 


cently made a lieutenant-commander 
by the navy in order to keep his 
television patents inside the official 
family, plans to make four-feet- 
square images in his first demonstra- 
| tion of wide screen television, but 
says eventually he will use a full 
size motion picture screen. 








CBS has named Gilbert Seldes 
program director for its experi- 
mental television adjunctive studios. 
Writer and critic goes on the pay- 
roll Sept. 1. 

At the same time Seldes steps in, 
Columbia will locate new ether- 
visio studios in Grand Central Ter- 
minal Building, N. Y. Chief duties 
of the program director will be to 
shape up shows for television 
broadcasting, using talent both from 
| the outside and from roll of the 
|Columbia Artists, Inc. These broad- 
|casts will not be announced, but 
| conducted on the same basis as the 
| television experiments at NBC, 
where the engineers and others 





note developments. 


sod-spading in television is coming 
from the reserve of $2,000,000 which 
Columbia’s prez, William S. Paley, 
testified before the FCC as having 
been earmarked and set aside by 
CBS for exploring television's 
| feasibilities. 


2 Versions of Why 
Godfrey Is ‘Quitting’ 














Arthur Godfrey, the Dixie-drawl- 
ing announcer who has been work- 
| ing on the weekly (Sat., CBS) ‘Pro- 
fessor Quiz’ half-hour for Nash-Kel- 
vinator, leaves the program after 
the Aug. 28 edition. 

Reason for departure, according to 


mitted to indulge in the sort of per- 
sifilage he wished to. The agency on 
account, Geyer, Cornell & Newell, 
has another version; namely that 
Godfrey was dropped because he 
wanted more money. Announcer 





_was getting $750 per broadcast for | 
_blurting the blurbs and doing a| scribbled 


semi-straight job for the ‘Professor’ 
| (Craig Earl). 


Lemert himself is avoiding all con- | 


radio record with a family of 





The Champ 





Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 
Mac Parker, WCAU news 
commentator, holds the Philly 


12 kids. Larry Vincent, WCAU 
warbler, went out to Parker’s 
last Friday to take a picture of 
the gang. With the squads all 
lined up and ready to snap, 
Parker asked Vincent how big 
the picture was going to be. 

Twelve by two was Larry’s 
answer, 














| 
| 


| 


van v, cauywoet. 2 RADIO BILLS TO 


patents on wide-screen television, | 


COLLECT 
DUST 


Washington, Aug. 24. 


Variety of bills affecting radio 
were left pigeon-holed when Con- 
gress adjourned Saturday (21). No 
legislation ,of any importance to 
broadcasting were enacted at the 
1937 session but all proposals, many 
of which would alter the present 
Communications Act, remain alive 
for consideration next year. 


Among the outstanding proposals 
which got no committee attention 
were the Celler bill providing for a 
government - owned short wave 
transmitter, the Anderson bill pro- 
viding for five-year licenses, the 
Boylan bill imposing a stiff wattage 
tax, the Martin bill limiting radio 
advertising, the Capper bill barring 
liquor blurbs, the various free- 
speech bills restricting censorship, 
and the various investigation resolu- 
tions, 


One measure having a direct bear- 
ing on radio advanced through the 
Senate, but got sidetracked in the 
House. This is the new food and 
drug measure, which would hit radio 
advertising and broaden government 
powers to outlaw misleading claims 
about medicines, cosmetics, and food. 

Passage of legislation stiffening 
the existing food and drug law next 





As ‘Quiz’ Announcer 


Godfrey, is that’ he was not per-, 


winter was forecast at the session 


working on the projects tune in to |@®d by Chairman Clarence F. Lea of 


the House Interstate Commerce com- 


Financial underwriting for CBS’ | ™Mittee, whose bill had been approved 


by a subcommittee but got caught in 
a last-minute jam. He said he ex- 
pects members to give mature con- 
sideration to the need for more 
stringent supervision during the re- 
cess, advising that next time he will 
try to put over his plan, which is a 
substitute for the controversial Cope- 
land bill approved by the Senate 
months ago. 

There was no attempt to tackle 
revision of the copyright laws, 
while proposed American adherence 
to the world union again was 
stymied. Neither House nor Senate 
committees paid attention to the 
Duffy bill, which last year was rati- 
fied by the upper branch and talked 
to death in the lower chamber. 
Hearings on the world pact were 
held by a Senate subcommittee, 
which never pressed the State De- 
partment’s recommendation for 
| Prompt U. S. entry to the union. 








‘Beatrice Fairfax’ Will 
Debut on Air Via Mutual 


Mary Manning Gash, who has long 
the ‘Beatrice Fairfax’ love- 
| lorn column syndicated by King Fea- 
tures, makes her radio debut with 





_ Godfrey joined the program when | a commercial over Mutual network 
|it acquired its sponsor last March | starting Aug. 31. 


after Columbia had long nurtured | 


iit as sustaining. 
| man on CBS-owned WJSV, Wash- 
j ington, D. C., Godfrey was brought 
ito N. Y. for the ‘Quiz’ program for 
what was his first Manhattan an- 
nouncing. 

Mikeman flew up each Saturday 
for the broadcast, continuing his 
two-and-half hour daily patter-and- 


net him an estimated $1,750 per 
week. On each of these programs. 


spot sponsors. 
his WJSV job. 





recordings’ periods on WJSV, which! 


Program, sponsored by Hecker 


Regularly a staff | Products (Gold Dust, Silver Dust), 


will dish advice on heart-heaves 
| Tuesdays through Fridays, 2:45-3:00 
| p.m, She will use her ‘Beatrice Fair- 
| fax’ pseudonym. WOR will be the 
| point of program's origin. 








Cantor Wants Conn 


Harry W. Conn is being negotiated 





Godfrey accommodates around 80 for by Eddie Cantor. 
Will continue with | 


Comic wants Conn to script the 
new Texaco series. 


| 


First Half of 1937 Jumped 287%, 
In Advertising, NAB 


Figures Show 


Washington, Aug. 24. 

Whooping 28.7% jump in total 
volume of broadcast advertising dyr. 
ing first half of 1937 was reporteq 
last week by National Association of 
Broadcasters in report showing a)] 
branches of business improved over 
last year. Greatest relative gain of 
any type of promotion. 

Gross for first six months was 
$65,426,432, against $50,802,179 for 
same portion of 1936. Biggest jump 
was in national non-network volume 
which shot up 43.3%. All non-web 
acvertising was up 32.8%. with reg- 
ional chain business climbing 45.6%, 

New England and Middle Atlantic 
areas took lion’s share of the gain in 
non-web business. Rise was 56.4%, 





All sections showed healthy ad- 
vances. 
Talent programs zoomed in the 


non-web category. Expenditure for 
flesh was $14,593,800, up 37.1%, con- 
trasted with bill of $7,121,380, gain 
of 24.4%, for transcriptions. Records 
went up 25.1%, and spots 34.0%, 
Following are the comparisons: 


Type. 1936. 1937. 
National webs..... $28,181,976 $35,464,089 
Regionals .....-.00 644,475 669,293 
National non-web., 11,527,860 16,528,100 
EAOGE iccecsiscecsece 10,447,870 12,426, 482 


Moderate seasonal contraction in 
time sales during June was revealed. 
Month’s take was $10,611,913, drop of 
6.2%, less than average, below May 
but 34.0% better than same stanza 
last year. Declines were spread 
through all branches at approxim- 
ately same rate. 





Hawkins’ Plagiarism 
Suit Vs. O'Keefe, RKO 
To Go to Trial in Oct. 


Max Hawkins’ $50,000 suit against 
Walter O’Keefe, the Hesse-McCaf- 
frey agency and RKO Pictures has 
been narrowed down to a charge 
of plagiarism. In a _ preliminary 
maneuver before the N. Y. Supreme 
Court last week, the defendants suc- 
ceeded in having several items of 
the complaint eliminated. Justice 
Kenneth O’Brien, before whom the 





motion was argued, held that the 
question of whether O’Keefe had 
lifted some of Hawkins’ material 
would have to be settled by trial 
in October. 

Hawkins and O'Keefe originally 


came into conflict when the author- 
comic tried to sell Procter & Gamble 
a script, entitled ‘Rolling Stones,’ 
dealing with auto trailers. It de- 
veloped at the time that Hawkins 
had submitted a program series with 
the same title and similar idea to 
the soap account. When his deal 
with P. & G. fell through, O'Keefe 
disposed of the script to RKO for 
a picture which would star Victor 
Moore and Helen Broderick. O'Keefe 
collected $5,000 from RKO for the 
rights. Hawkins now claims that 
this story is an infringement of the 
one that he had tried to sell to 
P. & G. 


CBS WILL MAKE BID 
FOR FIGHT BROADCASTS 


San Francisco, Aug. 24.. 
Efforts to corner future heavy- 
weight championship fight broad- 
casts will be made by the Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System, it was re- 
vealed to local radio scribes by 
Paul White, CBS’s Director of Pub- 
lie Affairs, at a luncheon in his 
honor Saturday (21) at the Palace 
Hotel. Thus far, such events have 
generally been aired exclusively by 
the National Broadcasting Company. 
White stated that CBS is planning @ 
heavy schedule of sportscasts and 
will attempt to add the fight blow- 
by-blows to its list. 
White was in San Francisco for 
one day en route to Portland. 








In-Person Announcing 
Saves Lives of Thirty 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
Two radio announcers, Russ Ruse 
sell, WGN, and Eddie Chase, WC FL, 
grabbed off front page space y€** 
terday (23), and were credited with 

saving lives of 30 people. . 
Spielers were passing a burning 
building at 5:45 a. m.. and ran 








through the halls announcins the 
fire to sleeping occupants. 
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FCC Nixes Investigation of Nazi 
Propaganda on Air; Puts Matter 


In Laps of Stations Themselves: 


———__— *- 


Federal Communications Commis- 
sion has refused to investigate any 
of the many charges leveled that 
Nazi propaganda flows out regularly 
over wavelengths of stations in the 
U. S. FCC nix is predicated on 
the explanation that the Commis- 
sion is not empowered to investigate 
individuals on broadcasts, and that 
the full responsibility in such a 
matter rests with the stations them- 
selves. 

Elsie Maria Troja, who was named 
by Rep. Samuel Dickstein (Dem., 
N. Y.) as having been a party to 
the airing of propaganda, last week 
sent the following wire to the FCC: 

‘The absurd and ridiculously pub- 
lished and public charge made by 
Congressman Dickstein against me 
has caused removal as director of 
my program the Hour of the Na- 
tions originated by myself on Hearst 
Radio, Inc., WINS, New York. I 
respectfully demand that a thorough 
and impartial investigation of my 
radio activities be made by your 
department. Your __ investigation 
will prove these absurd and ridicu- 
lous charges are baseless and with- 
out foundation of fact.’ 

Miss Troja, who produces a pro- 
gram on WBNX, Brortx, received 
a formal notification of her wire 
and went to FCC headquarters in 
Washington. There she was ap- 
prised of the Commission’s stand on 
the matter, and was further told that 
the FCC had never received what 
it considered specific and definite 
evidence of Nazi propaganda on 
American stations. 

Reference in Miss Troja’s wire to 
her removal from the program on 
WINS, N. Y., was in regard to her 
dismissal from that station after 
Rep. Dickstein’s charges were made 
public. She was told that the order 
came from a ‘higher up’ in Hearst 
Radio, Inc., and not from the sta- 
tion. The program, which Miss 
Troja brought packaged to WINS, 
is still being aired. It is a 60-min. 
show using four languages, English, 
German, Polish and French. Miss 
Troja did the spieling in those 
tongues; now another girl has been 
substituted 

In the matter of complaints of 
Nazi propaganda going out over 
American stations, the FCC has for 
long been flooded with letters, wires 
and phone calls. During last spring 
an average of 1,400 letters weekly 
poured into Washington. Most of 
these were addressed to the Pres- 
ident, various congressmen and 
federal departments by a public un- 
familiar with the existence of the 
FCC. Eventually, however, all 
such missives were turned over to 
the Commission. 

Many of the letters have been 
answered by FCC secretaries and 
investigators seeking further infor- 
mation on the allegations. Ac- 
cording to the FCC, nothing definite 
to proceed upon was ever found. 
It seems most of the complaints 
supply only fragmentary or nebulous 
information. 

Rep. Dickstein never formally 
registered his charges of Nazi 
propaganda with the FCC with sub- 
stantial names, dates and figures. 


SKOLSKY CHATTER PIPED 
EAST FOR PALMOLIVE 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

‘It Happened in Hollywood,’ script 
stow by Carleton Morse, and a film 
chatter period by Sidney Skolsky 
vere piped east over the weekend 
by Benton & Bowles to be consid- 
ered as possible daytime broadcasts 
by Palmolive. 

If accepted, th two shows would 
not conflict with the regular Palm- 
olive hour show going on in re- 
vamped form in the fall. Metro- 
Palmolive deal is definitely con- 
Sealed, according to Herschel Wil- 
liams, B. & B. Coast head. 
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| guest stars will be a feature. 
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Goodman Cools Off 


Hollywood, Aug. 24, 

Benny Goodman has had to 
do so many retakes in Warners’ 
‘Hollywood Hotel,’ in which he 
has a clarinet routine, that he 
wears an ice compress on his 
mouth 15 minutes every night 
before retiring to slumber. 

Excess tooting caused swell- 
ing of his labials. 


CBS Waiting Up 











For Hwood Bowl 


Gershwin Program 


CBS will stay up two hours later 
than customary in the east Sept. 8 to 
carry the two-and-half-hour George 
Gershwin memorial program from 
the Hollywood Bowl. 

Broadcast will be heard in the east 
from 12.30 until 3 a.m. Talent on 
tap, aside from the Los Angeles 
Symph, will include Irene Dunne, 
Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire, Al Jol- 
son, Helen Jepson, Jose Iturbi, Oscar 
Levant, Ann Brown, Todd Duncan, 
Ruby Elzy and the Hall Johnson 
choir. 

Conductors who will alternate 
batoning the Gershwin compositions 
are Fritz Reiner, Otto Klemperer, 
Nathaniel Finston, Alexander Stein- 
ert, Nathaniel Shilkret, Victor 
Young and Charles Previn. Services 
of all participants are being donated, 
proceeds going to help the non- 
profit work of the Bowl. 

CBS will shoot the whole show 
short-wave to Europe. 





George Marion Hops 


From Pic Scripting 
To Oakie-Camel Show 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

George Marion, Jr., has moved into 
the William Esty agency on a term 
contract and his first chore will be 
to script the half-hour Jack Oakie 
show on the Camel Caravan. Step 
marks the first time film studio 
writer ranks have been invaded from 
the ether. 

J. Savington Crampton, Esty head 
here, said his outfit is ready to match 
studio pay for writers it wants. 
George Corey, who steps up as 
Crampton’s production aide, is show- 
ing Marion the air technique. 


MARY PICKFORD PLUGS 








OWN COSMETICS ON AIR 





Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
New cosmetic line, largely backed 
by Mary Pickford, will sponsor her 
new air show going on in the fall. 


Dramatic series is being thrashed | 


Ruthrauff & Ryan 
weekly change of 


into shape by 
agency and a 


marks the first time an ether star 


has gone on the air to plug his or her | 


own product. 

Constance Bennett is another who 
is financing her own CB beauty 
products but hers calls for no self- 
radio plugging. 





Station W9XTB, new high fre- 
quency broadcasting station of the 
Iowa network of Des Moines, has 
been established in the studios of 
KSO and KRNT and will conduct 
experimental broadcasts on 26,558 
kiloeveles. 


HAVEN'T RIGHT TO 








IGENGE RADIO 


G-M of Publishers 
Assn., Warns Recorders 
They Have No Authority 
Under Present Agreement 
with Copyright Owners— 
Transcription Manufactur- 
ers Dismayed by Record- 
ers’ Intentions 


Fox, 





NEW DEAL NECESSARY 


Proposed attempt of phonograph 
record manufacturers to license 
broadcasting stations has struck a 
serious snag. Harry Fox, gen. mgr. 
of the Music Publishers Protective 
Association, has served notice on 
these manufacturers that they have 
no authority to issue any such li- 
censes under their present agree- 
ment with music copyright owners 
and that if they want to go into 
the business of servicing broadcast- 
ers and other users they will have 
to negotiate for a license agreement 
entirely different from the one they 
now hold. 


Fox, in his letter, reminded the 
phonograph disc makers that the 
rights given them by music copy- 
right proprietors come under sec- 
tion 1-E, or the compulsory license 
provisions, of the copyright law and 
restricts them, according to trade 
custom, to the manufacture of wares 
for home machines. At the present 
time, the royalty for music on 
phonograph records ranges from Ic 
to 2c, while the manufacturers of 
transcription libraries are required 
to pay a flat royalty of $10 a year 
per copyright tune. In the case of 
libraries no more than 200 copies of 
any one tune is pressed, the av- 
erage being 8@ discs. The license 
which the phonograph record maker 
now obtains from the music copy- 
right owner contains no such time 
element and he is privileged to turn 
out as many copies as he wishes as 
long as he pays the ic and 2c roy- 
alty. 


The phonopgraph record manufac- 
turer, state Fox’s letter, knows 
that he is presuming on the right 
of the copyright owner when he 
undertakes to deal in rights that 
are not stipulated in the manufac- 
turing clause of th. licensing agree- 
ment. To allow the phonograph disc 
manufacturer to expand his commer- 
cial rights without making further 
compensation to copyright owners 
is something that the members of 
his organization, stated Fox, can- 
not countenance, even if it means 
resorting to prolonged and expen- 
sive litigation. The phonograph 
contingent will not be given an 
unfair competitive advantage over 
transcription manufacturers. If the 
former want to issue licenses for 
the public performances of their 
wares, they must expect royalties 
which are commensurable’ with 
those obtained from _ transcription 





Step | 


| producers by copyright owners. Fox 
explained that his organization was 
not seeking to frustrate the phono- 
| graph record companies in _ their 
|campaign to protect their wares 
| from free exploitation over the air. 
It was merely interested in protect- 
ing its own rights. 
Disk Men Alarmed 


Disclosure of the phonograph 
men’s licensing intentions 
dismay in transcription manufactur- 
|ing circles. The transcription con- 
| tingent declared that they could not 
| withstand the competition if the 
| phonograph record makers had their 
| way. Not only would the music 
| royalties lean strongly in the latter’s 
favor, but there would be the added 
advantage of lower musicians’ fees. 
The transcription makers pay $30 
|a man per three-hour session, while 
| the union scale for phonograph re- 
cordings is $20 a man. 

Under an agreement which the 
phonograph companies are about to 
put into legal form, broadcasters 





caused | 








An Am for 5 Years 

Introduction accorded Mary 
McCue, kid singer, by Nick 
Kenny on opening at Surfside 
Club, Long Beach, L. I., N. Y., 
last week almost bowled over 
listeners. 

Kenny in dishing out the 
build-up stated that the girl 
had won the previous night's 
Bowes amateur contest — add- 
ing that she had been on his 
WMCA program for five years. 











Y. & R. IN LEAD 
WITH COAST 
PROGRAMS 


Young & Rubicam will have more 
network shows originating from 
Hollywood this fall than any other 
agency. Count will be six, or one 
better than J. Walter Thompson’s. 
Y. & R personnel arrangement on 
the Coast for the season calls for a 
producer per show. 

On the Y. & R. list emanating 
from Hollywood will be Jack Benny 
(Jell-O); Phil Baker (Gulf Refining); 





terworth (Packard), and Interna- 
tional Silver’s dramatic series with 
film names. 

Thompson’s group from the same 
spot will consist of W. C. Fields- 


Edgar Bergen (Chase & Sanborn 
Coffee); the Lux Theatre; Bing 
Crosby-Bob Burns (Kraft); Ozzie 


Neison-Harriet Hilliard-Feg Murray 
(Fleischmann’s Yeast), and ‘One 
Man’s Family (Tender Leaf Tea). 


Coast bunching will leave Young 
& Rubicam with but two night time 
shows in the east. They will be 
Kate Smith (Swansdown Flour), and 
‘We the People’ (Sanka Coffee). 
Agency has yet to pick the talent 
for the three noon-time spots it has 
bought for Minute Tapioca (General 
Foods) on Columbia. Y. & R.’s re- 
maining daytimer is the Fels series 
on CBS east of Chicago, and on 
Mutual west of that point. 





would be restrained from airing the 
records, unless the required per- 
forming license were obtained, by 
the exercise of a provision in the 


ment. 


that if a third party, having knowl- 
edge of this agreement, does any- 
thing to violate it, he leaves him- 
self open to suit for breach of con- 
tract. 
American 
combine 
a central 
RCA Victor 
ord Co. 


now 





has agreed to. set 
licensing bureau 
and the Decca 


printing the _ following 


Burns and Allen (Grape Nuts); Fred | 
Allen (Bristol-Myers); Charles But- | 


| Mutual. 
| the discussions was that the AFM 





! 
| 
| 
| 


patents law which restricts the use |and answered questions. 
of a patented article to the purposes |number of indies voiced the argu- 
stipulated in the licensing agree- | ment that if the webs expected them 

Also, by enforcement of ato conform with the demands of the 
theory in contract law which holds | union they should be willing to re- 


120 Indie Broadcasters Join 
Networks in Powwows This Week 
With Joe Weber on AFM Ultimatum 





Campaign of the Amevican Fed- 
eration of Musicians to have more 
of its members employed by the 
broadcasting industry took on de- 
cided momentum yesterday (Tues- 
day) as the result of a series of 
meetings held between Joe Weber, 
AFM prez, ead various broadcaster 
groups. Weber’s calendar for the 
day embraced conferences with reps 
from Mutual, a Columbia delegation 
and a committee appointed at a 
meeting of some 120 indie broad- 
casters at the Waldorf-Astoria the 
day before (Monday). 

From a member of the AFM ex- 
ecutive board it was learned yester- 
day afternoon that the question as 
to how the employment problem 
could be solved was still wide open 
and that the board didn’t care what 
groups or persons did the talking for 
the industry as long as there was a 
disposition to work with the Inter- 
national and get something done. The 
AFM, he said, was anxious to get 
the viewpoints and su“gestions of all 
broadcaster factions, but the union, 
in the final analysis, must look to 
the relationship between the net- 
works and their affiliates for the 
pressure element in the solution. 

Meeting at the Waldorf repre- 
sented 165 stations which are af- 
filiated with NBC, Columbia or 
Sentiment which dominated 


ought not to expect the affiliated 
stations to deal with the union 
through the networks but rather 
through delegates duly elected to 
represent these outlets. The indie 
stations operators expressed them- 
selves as concerned by th* precedent - 
that the former policy might estab- 
lish. "f the AFM were successful in 
this case, othe: labor unions might 
turn to the networks to drive their 
affiliates in line on issues that should 
be handled directly with individual 
stations. 

Indie station powwow adjourned 
until 3 p.m. yesterday afier picking 
the committee to talk to Weber. This 
committee consisted of William S. 
Hedges, WLW, Cincinnati, chairman; 
John J. Gillan, Jr.. WOW, Omaha; 
Samuel R. Rosenbaum, WFIL, Phila- 
delphia; Ed Craig, WSM, Nashville; 
Mark Etheridge, WHAS, Louisville, 
and Emil Gough, head of Hearst 
Radio, Inc. 

During the morning session Her- 
bert Akerberg, v.-p. in charge of sta- 
tion relations for CBS, and Mark 
Woods, NBC treasurer, were invited 
in *to tell the assembly what they 
had been doing in connection with 
the AFM matter. How this gather- 
ing was disposed toward the net- 
works was indicated by the quick 
dismissal given them after Akerberg 
and Woods had stated their cases 
Quite a 


write their station compensation con- 


|tracts so that the stations are reim- 


| 
| 


| 
Record Co.-Brunswick|if the industry were able to get to- 

up|gether with the AFM on a money 
with | yardstick for musician employment 
Rec-|there would be question of getting 
All these companies are|competent musicians in the small 
‘re-| city 


bursed to some extent for their in- 
creased payrolls. 
Other broadcasters heid that even 


and town locals. These local 


H stricted use notice’ on the envelopes i}musicians could not hope to com- 


of the phonograph discs: 


sold under United States 


facturer 
use on phonographs in home. 
‘The original purchaser has 


than for non-commercial use 
phonographs in homes. 

‘All subsequent purchasers 
users are notified that this 


cial purposes on 
homes.’ 


phonographs 





and 
record | 
may be used only for -non-commer- | on 


|pete in quality of performance with 
| ‘This record is manufactured andj|the music heard over the networks 
Patents|and through transcription libraries. 
Nos......( and other patents pend-| 
ing), and is licensed by the manu-|terday that the indie gathering will 

only for non-commercial | adjourn with 


It was believed at press time yes- 


instructions to 
committee to confer with the 


the 
AFM 


ex-| board on a solution and to report 
pressly agreed with the manufacturer | back to another assembly of the 


of this record that it will not be|same sort on or around Sept. 13, 
resold or used for any purpose other| which is three days before the time 
on limit set for a solution by the AFM. 





Jack Osterman will do a guestee 
the “Hammerstein Music Hall’ 


it} (Kolynos) over CBS Sept. 16. Date’s 


his second within two months. 
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$58,000 for ‘A&M-Spitalny Combo 


“Phil Spitalny’s femme musikers in the pit are heading for a 
new summer record, a socko $58,000.” 
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XERB, 100,000-WATTER IN MEXICO, FOR 


U.S. MARKET, WILL NOT DEBUT SEPT. 1 





Mex Station Stymied by Fears of Politico and Re- Pacific Cousi (Notes 


ligious Repercussions, Maybe—Financed in Hol-| 


lywood for American 


+ 


Hollywvod, Aug. 24. | 

Station XERB, 100,006 watter plan- 
ning to originate programs in Holly- 
wood, remote-control them to 
Mexico and then return them to 11 
western states won’t open Sept. 1, as 
planned. Outfit has run into manana 
trouble. 

Though the station has a 20-year 
contract with the Mexican govern- 
ment and figured it was in the clear 
to broadcast left-handed political 
spiels, it learns now that the Mexi- 
can Government is adverse to any 
political or religious broadcasts des- 
tined for America emanating from 
Mexico, 

Station XERB, although financed | 
and motivated from Hollywood, is 
wanted in Mexico’s chain where 102 
stations ¢c linked in a network for 
the government’s propaganda every 
Sunday night. The backers of the 
station don’t want to be tied in with 
the Mexican setup, and the Mex 
government doesn’t want to be used 
as a stooge for a program which it 
can’t control. Though in the main 
XERB’s political bias runs similar to 
the Mexican governmer.’’s at the 
present time, there’s no telling what 
the future may bring and each party 
wants to be free to have the last 
word in the evont of a difference of 
opinion. 

Station’s backers don’t want to 
walk into any left hooks the way the 
L. A. gamblers did ii Tia Juana and 
Agua Caliente. {fn the case of the | 
gamblers the government clamped 
down on betting and threw their $1,- 
000,000 investments into the Pacific 
overnight. Station XERB up to date 
has sunk $150,000 at Esta Rosa Rita, 
a town 16 miles south of Tia Juana, 
but it doesn’t ant to sink any more | 
in it unless assured that it can go its | 
own way on political propaganda. 








Wynn Murray in The 
Middle of Managerial 
Jam, Walks Off Radio 


Wynn Murray, singer currently in 
“Babes In Arms’ on Broadway, pulled 
out of the Sealtest program (James 
Melton) on NBC Sunday night (22) 
following contractual differences. 
Femme had allegedly signed a term 
pact with J. Walter Thompson 
agency and NBC, despite the fact 
that she was already under a per- 
sonal management contract to Milton 
Bender, agent. 

Deal with Miss Murray and NBC- 
Thompson was signed while Bender 
was on the Coast, but he called in 
1. Robert Broder, attorney, imme- 
diately on his return and informed 
the agency and web that their con- 
tract with Miss Murray would not be 
recognized. NBC and the Thompson 
agency refused to entertain the sug- 
gestion that Miss Murray go on the 
air pending arbitration of the matter 
and an adjustment of the radio con- 
tract. 

When this was refused, Miss Mur- 
ray just didn’t go on the air. 





3 L. A. Radio Eds Shift 


Carroll Nye has resigned as radio 
editor of the Los Angeles Times to 
become copy chief of the Earle Ferris | 
publicity and advertising agency. | 
Gene Inge quit as radio ed of the | 
Herald-Express and opened his own 
office as ether writer and producer, 
while Ken Fregley, former radio ed 
of the Daily News, has succeeded 
Robert Cronin as sports ed of the 
same sheet. 

No successors have been appointed 
to any of the trio. Whether Dale 
Armstrong will move into Nye’s spot 
is problematical. James Harper, ra- 
dio ed of the morning and afternoon 
News, has been mentioned for the 
job. 
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Philco Launching 
$50,000 Air Contest 


Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 


Radio tube division of Philco is 
launching a $500,000 detective mys- 
tery contest on 200 stations Sept. 6. 


Contest, offering $50,000 in prizes for 


solutions of mysteries based on 
‘Photocrime’ idea, will run 16 weeks. 
All in 15-minute transcriptions. 


This is first air adaptation of ‘Pho- 
tocrimes,’ in which a number of clues 
are pictured and reader is asked 
whodunit. More than 2,000 prizes 
will be given, the top one $5,000. 

Idea is to get potential patrons into 
stores handling Philco. Contestants 
must get entry blanks and books 
with synopsis of broadcasts from 
dealers. Each week’s solution must 
list three clues which enabled Detec- 
tive Phyl Coe to find the murderer 
and must be presented in 50 words. 
Arthur P. L’Hommedieu named to 
handle Philco end of contest. Broad- 
sides and other promotion prepared 
by Geare-Marston, Inc., Philly 
agency. 


WMCA, Transradio Both 
Working on New Type 
News-Feature Program 








WMCA, N. Y., is readying a pro- 
gram for late September start, will 
set a few new twists for news-fea- 
ture programs. 


Set for the program is Jack Price, 
for more than a score of years a 
photog with the old N. Y. World. 
Programs will be disked from fea- 
tures covered on scene of action, 
with all the background color in- 
cluded as well as the patter of the 
participants in the stories. Trans- 
radio is now at work developing 
same idea, which the news-servicing 
organization first announced in July. 

Twist given idea by WMCA is that 
Price will snatch camera shots of 
the events as they transpire and are 
recorded, and listeners to the pro- 
grams will be offered stills when the 
recordings are played over the air. 

Both Transradio and WMCA plan 
to cover the same sort of news 
events, 


Graff Named U. S. Rep. 
Of New Mexican Outlet 


San Francisco, Aug. 24. 

Louis Graff, Titan Productions 
exec here, has: been named national 
representative in the United States 
for station XELO, 50,000-watter 
which opens Sept. 1 in Tia Juana, 
Mexico, 

The new station, which will oper- 
ate on a frequency of 670 kilo- 
cycles, with tests scheduled to be- 
gin today (Tuesday), will not accept 
any religious, liquor or political ad- 
vertising, nor allow any type of 
‘racket’ to be promoted in its pro- 
grams, Graff states. 

XELO has subscribed to the Titan 
Group Plan, the RCA library and 
the C. P. MacGregor transcription 








‘library, according to Graff. 





Rockwell Turns Agent 





| Will Rockwell, vet music man, has 
|forsaken tin pan alley to head World 
|Radio Artists, which he has just or- 
ganized. 

Rockwell was a partner in and 
professional manager of Miller Mu- 
sic, Inc., until recently selling out to 
Metro-Robbins. 


First-Hand 


Evansville, Ind., Aug. 24. 
Clarence Leich, chief of WGBF 








Doris Fisher, 21-year-old singer 
under contract to Columbia Artists. 
Inc., gets a screen test today (Wed.) 
from 26ih-Fox. 

Daughter of Fred Fisher, pop song 


here, has placed a mike in the office 
of E. E. Unger, local weather bu- 
reau head, for a five-minute broad- 
cast every noon. 

Also will broadcast detailed river 





writer, Miss Fisher is currently on a 
sustaining-buildup program on CBS. 


stages on the Ohio, Wabash and 
Green rivers. 





Ina Claire, Helen Jepson, Brian 
Aherne and The Foursome will go 
on the Kraft Music Hall hour 
Thursday (26) with Bob Burns. 





Hugh Barrett Dobbs, the ‘H.B.D.’ | 


of the Alarm Klok Klub shows on 
KJBS, San Francisco, left Friday 
(20) for a 10-day stretch in the Pa- 
cific Northwest. 





Larry Allen, manager of the San 
Francisco office of NBC Artists 
Service, and Mrs. Allen are out to 
catch the limit in Washington and 
Oregon streams. They headed north- 
ward Friday (20). 





a 








Pianist Aubrey Loux is back on 
KJBS, San Francisco, staff after 
playing with Allen Dohrmann’s orch | 





at Boyes Springs Casino, Sonoma | 
county, Cal., all summer. 

: } 

Bert Buzzini, mikeman at KYA, | 


San Francisco, has resigned to study 
law at the University of California. 
Dick Wynne, who left KYA several 
months ago to tie up with KJBS, ' 
returns to take Buzzini’s place. 
Buzzini will do one show a week, 
the Saturday ‘Mail Bag’ program, 
aired over the Orange web. 





Ford Billings, California Radio 
System’s general manager, and 
Clarence Juneau, general superin- 


tendent of plant and operation for 
Hearst outlets on the Pacific Coast. 
were at KYA, San Francisco, on biz 
last week. 


Mort Werner, ‘singing mikeman’ 
at KJBS, San Francisco, is waiting 
to hear the results of his recent 
film test in Hollywood. 





Vera Vague (Barbara Jo Allen), 
comedienne; Armand Girard, bari- 
tone, and the Southern Harmony 
Four have been booked by NBS 
Artists Service, San Francisco, for 
a p.a. at the California State Fair 
Sept. 9. Jennings Pierce, NBC’s 
director of agriculture, western di- 
vision, will m.c. 





Attila Laraia, violinist. has been 
added to Walter Rudolph’s concert 
ork at KYA, San Francisco. Laraia 
is a member of the San Francisco 
Symphony. 





Betty Baird, soprano, was signed 
by KSFO, San Francisco, last week 
for a spot in the new dinner con- 
cert, ‘When Twilight Comes,’ being 
aired over the CBS network. Al 
White’s ork also on the program. 





Tro Harper, former editor of the 
Stanford University Daily and Life 
and Time special assignment man, 
has been appointed News Editor at 
KSFO, San Francisco. Bob Garred. 
former program manager, writer and 
mikeman at KRLC, Lewiston, Idaho, 
recently added to the KSFO an- 
nouncing staff, will assist Harper 
on the newscasts. 





Henry Schnetz, baritone, has been 
signed for the Owl Quartet on the 
‘Treasure Island’ programs over the 
coast NBC-Red wed from San 
Francisco Sunday nights. Schnetz 
replaces Armand,Girard, who re- 
mains on the Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company’s - ‘Tales of California’ 
show, which now airs opposite 
‘Treasure Island’ on KGO. 


Bill Demling has switched from 
KFWB to join the Young & Rubi- 
cam writing staff on the Packard 
show. 





Mel Venter is talking a deal with 
Young & Rubicam for an emcee 
spot on a fall show. 





Jerry Farrar has gone with the 
Robert Taplinger publicity office. 





Leon Leonardi did special mu- 
sical arrangements on some Bach 





nambers presented at Hollywood 
Bowl by Fritz Reiner. 
Hayden Roberts is broadcasting 


five dramatized periods weekly over 
KFWB. 








peek Inside Stuff—Radio 4 





Another period of grace was granted all broadcasters who still haye 
not obtained frequency monitors in conformity with rule 981. Require. 
ment, which has been postponed on several prior occasions, was supposed 
to become effective Sept. 15. Giving up idea of calling laggards tg 


'task immediately, Federal Communications Commission deferred until} 
| March 15, 1938, the regulation because of continued shortage of commer. 
| cial monitors on the market and obvious impossibility of all stations 


complying on the set date. Rule does not stipulate any type of monitor 
but requires equipment with an accuracy of one-half the allowed tolerance 
of the class of transmitter with which it is used. 





With Joan Blaine (ex-‘Mary Marlin’) in top role, WWJ, Detroit, closed 
a three-day celebration of its 17th birthday Sunday night (229 with hour’; 
broadcast including St. John Ervine’s ‘Jane Clegg.’ Airing originated in 
station’s new 350-seat studio before agency execs, clients and guests, 

WWJ, first station in U. S. to air regular programs, opened the three-day 
festivities Friday night (20) with hour’s musical show, participated in by 
Francia White. Winifred Heidt, Syver Thingstad, the Bachelors, Dorothy 
Mason, the Smoothies. Mischa Kottler’s Detroit News concert ork, and 
Paul Leash’s ‘swing’ band. 

Promotion of a beauty contest via the radio, which looked like a sure- 
fire attention-getter for WRC, Washington, blew up last week when a 
local gal, who has been divorced and is the mother of a three-year-old 
son, was chosen ‘Miss Washington’ for the Atlantic City finals. Immediate 
squawks from two disappointed candidates were filed with WRC An- 
nouncer Gordon Hittenmark, originator of the contest, asking how a 
married woman could win the title of ‘Miss Washington.’ Publicity, which 


| had lagged until the finals were over, perked up plenty over the WRC 


announcer’s dilemma. 


Appointment of officials for Far Western Conference grid games this 


| season has been made by Lloyd E. Yoder, NBC’s Western Division press 


chief and secretary of the Northern California Football Officials’ Ass’n. 
Although Yoder actually agreed to act as commissioner of officials for the 
conference last May, no public announcement was made at that time. He 
replaces Herb Dana, who will continue to be commissioner of officials for 
the Pacific Coast Conference. Yoder is serving without salary, as a result 
of which fees paid umpires, referees and other officials will be upped. 





WTAR, Norfolk, Va., pulled a fast one with wax on Aug. 19, rebroad- 
casting President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Manteo, N. C., address at 9:45 
p. m., for the benefit of those who were at work when the afternoon air- 
ing was done over NBC. 

Jeff Baker announced the program, explaining that the waxing machine 
was used as the chief executive spoke, the second ’casting being a public 
service. 





Test of power effectiveness was made by WLW. During middle of 
Horace Heidt midnight broadcast, Friday (20), switched from 500,000 watts 
to 50,000 for five minutes. Asked listeners to note and report any notice- 
able change in volume or amount of static. 


7 pepe CANADIAN WEB , 
: YENS U. S. BIZ 


Augusta, Ga., Aug. 24. 
Thomas J. Hamilton, postmaster 








: 





Karl Kellegg moved over from 


here, leading Georgia politician and | 
former editor of Augusta Chronicle, | 


has affiliated himself with Augusta 
Broadcasting Co. operators of 
WRDW, in vice-presidential capacity. 

Hamilton had been editor of 
Chronicle for 18 years, severing his 
connection because of political dif- 
ferences with publisher over sheet’s 
editorial policy. Hamilton says he 
resigned; publisher claims he was 
fired. 





FRANKEL JOINS HOUCK 


Roanoke, Aug. 24. 

Houck & Co., ad agency here, have 
signatured Normal Frankel as radio 
director and account executive, for 
a period of one year. 

Frankel was formerly with RKO 
in New Orleans, and has held down 
several agency positions in both 
Birmingham and Atlanta. 





the Cramer-Kellog agency as sales 
manager of KFI-KECA. 





Harrison Holliway is in New York 
attending the meeting of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians 





Haven MacQuarrie started a new | 


series of ‘Do You Want to Be an 
Actor?’ over KFWB last week. 





Charles Bulotti, studio operations 
director, and John Conte, chief an- 
nouncer, have resigned from KHJ 
with other deals brewing. 





Robert Meade, of J. Walter 
Thompson, having a look at Holly- 
wood before taking ship for London. 





Mary Garvin moved over from 
Robert Taplinger to become as- 
sistant to Diana Bourbon at F. 


Wallis Armstrong. 


Addison Simmons has joined Fred 
Ibbett, of ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ as a 
scripter, 

Arthur Bryaa quit 
producer spot to write. 


his KFWB 





Sidney Skolsky will do a Holly- 
wood comment period over NBC 
for J. Walter Thompson’ with 
Bromo Seltzer sponsoring. 





Tiny Ruffner, of Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, left for New York by train. 
Myron Kirk, R&R vice-prez, also 
east by the wing route. 


W. Gladstone Murray and E. A. 
Weir, general mgr. and commercial 
mgr., respectively, of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Co., were in New York 
last week on an exploratory mission 
connected with the Dominion sys- 
tem’s plans for making time avail- 
able for U. S. network accounts. In 
their talks with NBC, C.B.S. and 
Mutual execs, Murray and Weir ad- 
mitted that they haven't had 
their proposed rates cards straight- 
ened out, nor have they concrete 
idea on how the Canadian chain can 
hook up with U. S. webs in a com- 
mercial venture. 

Pair stated they had many other 
problems to solve before CBC could 
enter the commercial field and that, 
when they got back home, the first 
thing they would do is see how the 
proposed CBC rate setup could be 
made to conform with those pre- 
vailing among U. S. networks. 








Texaco May Switch 
Cantor to Midweek 


Due to Sun. Opposish 


Texaco is discussing another spot 
for the Eddie Cantor show with 
| Columbia. With the account in- 
terested in getting Cantor away from 
\the W. C. Fields-Edgar Bergen op- 
| position of Chase & Sanborn coffee 
| Sunday nights, CBS has declared the 
| Wednesday 8:30 to 9 p.m. to be avail- 
able. 
| It would make the first time that 
'Cantor has broadcast regularly on 
other than Sunday nights. 
_ Change to Wednesday nights would 

have the Cantor stanza airing op- 
posite Wayne King (Lady Esthev), 
‘the latter being NBC's only com- 
| mercial at that time. King’s session 
|is on the red (WEAF) link. 


| Tully Vallee’s Guest 


Hollywood, Aug. 24 
Jim Tully trains for New York 
this week to guest on Rudy Vallees 
program Sept. 2. Deal was set by 
Joseph T. Shaw. 
Tully figures also to cover 











the 





Louis-Farr fight for the Hearst 
papers, and make publishing 4 
rangements for. his latest nove’. 


' “Half-Sister of the Lord,’ while east- 
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McNinch and Craven Are Vets 


Washington, Aug. 24. 


Topnotchers in the fields of pub- 
lic power and radio engineering will 
take their seats on the Federal Com- 
munications Commission when 
Frank R. McNinch and T. A. M. 
Craven begin their duties as new 
Commissioners. 


Nominated by President Roosevelt 
early last week and confirmed by the 
Senate shortly before the close of 
the Congressional session, the former 
chairman of the Federal Power 
Commission and the ex-naval officer 
are expected to have much to say 
about the pending clean-up of radio 
matters at the FCC. 


MeNinch, already experienced in 
such matters after straightening out 
the Government power agency’s in- 
ternal difficulties, is a hardhitting 
North Carolinian who carries the 
distinction of serving both the 
Hoover and Roosevelt administra- 
tions. Sixty-four years old, he was 
born in Charlotte, where he was 
educated in the local high schools 
and at Barriers Military Institute. 
He became a member of the State 
legislature in 1905 and was mayor 
and commissioner of finance of 
Charlotte for two terms, from 1917 
to 1921. 


Although a conservative southern 
Democrat, McNinch was active in 
the anti-Al Smith campaign in his 
locality. He was appointed to the 
Power Commission by former Presi- 
dent Hoover in 1930, but when the 
present administration took over the 
reins, McNinch became the spokes- 
man of President Roosevelt and has 
remained F. D’s right hand man on 
power matters until his present ap- 
pointment. Feared by the private 
power lobbies, the newly selected 
Communications Commissioner now 
is sending chills down the spines of 
the big networks. 


Known in Radio Industry 


As chief engineer of the Commu- 
nications body, Craven’s name is 
known to much of the radio in- 
dustry. Retiring from the post of 
Commander in the Navy in 1930, he 
engaged in private radio practice as 
a consulting engineer before accept- 
ing the Government job. He was 
born in Philadelphia, Jan. 31, 1893, 
and graduated from the U. S. Naval 
Academy in 1913. 


Craven’s impressive record in the 
service included an assignment as 
Fleet Radio Officer with the Asiatic 
Fleet, from 1915 to 1917; officer in 
charge of U. S. Naval Coastal and 
Transoceanic Radio Operations, 1917- 
1920; U. S. Naval Representative ‘at 
the Provisional Inter-Allied Conmmmu- 
nication Conference at Paris, 1919, 
and many other important posts. He 
was again made Fleet Radio Officer 
in 1921, for a period of three years, 
worked in the same capacity with 
the battleship force, was radio tech- 
nical adviser for radio frequency al- 
location at the International Radio 
Conference at Washington in 1927 
and performed numerous similar 
duties as a naval officer. 


According to present indications, 
MecNinch will fill the chairmanship 
vacancy left by the death of Anning 
S. Prall and will supervise the ex- 
pected housecleaning of the Com- 
mish. Craven is slated for the place 
on the Broadcast Division which has 
been unfilled since the resignation 
in June of Irvin S. Stewart. 





lin Fields of Power, Engineering 





ress Ad 


Washington, Aug. 24. 

Maybe it’s the heat. Federal 
Communications Commission 
Examiner John P, Bramhall, in 
a routine report on an applica- 
tion for a new broadcast sta- 
tion, last week turned out a 
masterpiece of press-agentry 
for Atlantic City. 

Recommending Commish 
granting of the request of the 
Press-Union Publishing Co., At- 
lantic City, for a new station, 
Bramhall referred to the vaca- 
tion-spot as ‘America’s premier 
and largest summer resort.’ His 
blurb went on to describe the 
1,200 hotels, eight miles of 
boardwalk, six ocean piers and 
cooling breezes. 

Report did not disclose what 
effect ‘cooling ocean breezes’ 
would have on construction of a 
transmitter on the 1200 kc fre- 
quency with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 


Serials Must Go, Say 
Radio Execs, but Sign 
More for 37 Than ’36 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Three or four times u day virtually 
every radio executive in town rises 
from his desk to do arn.-waving ses- 
sion. on the sub.ect ‘Radio Serials 
Must Go.’ Between sveeches he sig- 
natures more of ’em. 

This is evidenced by a comparison 
of last year’s schedules with those of 
this year. For example, the first 
week of October, 1936, NBC carried 














there’s still a month’s hollering and 
penning to go before Oct. 1. Figures 
are for web shows only, and do not 
include locals. 

Other nets and stations are run- 
ning in proportion. For the current 
week NBC is carrying 21 a day, only 
one under the high mark of last 
season, despite the present so-called 
slack season; WBBM handles 11 a 
day itself, aid WGN carries eight. 
By October, with the end of the ball 
season, the number on the two latter 
stations are expected to be doubled. 

As of last year, Chi will again 
produce the major portion of such 
shows, even though actors who earn 
their living by them despise the 
things, so much so that press releases 
are sent cut quoting them as think- 
ing radio serials smell. 





Kathryn Cravens Files 
Divorce Suit in St. L. 


St. Louis, Aug. 24. 

Kathryn Cravens, actress and radio 
news commentator, who started here 
at KMOX and later was transferred 
to CBS in New York, filed suit for 
divorce from Rutherfor R. Cravens, 
dept. mgr. for Stifel, WWicolaus & Co., 
local bond house, last week. Mar- 
ried here on July 15, 1922, couple 
separated Oct. 8, 1936. Her petition 
alleges Cravens was quarrelsome and 
irritable and, after encouraging her 
in her ‘feelings and aspirations,’ later 
criticized them. 











Langdon Scripting 


Jolson’s Air Show 





Hollywood, Aug. 24. 


Harry Langc¢ don, vet comre of First 
National and Sennett pics, recently 
returned from England where he 
was directing, has just done a script | 
for Al Jolson’s Rinso program. 

Langdon had a 
ticket at Republic, but did the Jol- 
son stint between finishing a script 
at Republic and waiting for it to go | 
into production. If the Jolson try- 
out clicks Langdon plans to swing | 
over to radio completely. 


Before debut with KMOX, Mrs. 
Crave..s was active in radio dramatic 
| sketches and at one time partici- 
pated in local productions of the 
Casey and Hart stock companies at 
| Shubert theatre. She was one of 
|radio’s first femme commentaiors. 


| 


-WMCA Frames Program 





| ‘Your Community,’ 
programs comprising talks by 
| newspaper editors, is now 
framed by WMCA in New York. 
First broadcast is set for Sept. 2. 
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“THUS FORESTALL 





Regarded as New Deal Move 


| to Stymie Congressional 
} 


Headline Hunts — Ap- 
pointments of McNinch 
and Craven Keynote the 
Likelihood of FCC Over- 
hauling 


—_—_—- 


NO TIPOFFS NOW 





an average of 22 per day; this year | 
29 are already on the books, and | 


new series of | 


being 


| Washington, Aug. 24. 
{ 


Internal purge of both personnel 
| and policies of the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission is in prospect 
with two vacancy-filling members 
| confirmed under renewed threat of 
Congressional investigation. Pros- 
| pect of legislative inquiry has been 
dimmed until next year with Con- 
gress adjourning Saturday (21) 
without acting on any of the snoop- 
ing resolutions. 

President Roosevelt’s repair crew 
of Frank R. McNinch and T. A. M. 
Craven was approved last week as 
Congress sprinted for adjournment, 
but the latter, chief engineer of the 
Commish since late 1935, was not 
ratified without considerable politi- 
cal shenanigans. Meanwhile, Ad- 
ministration leaders sabotaged, for 
the present, the White resolution, 
under which the Senate Interstate 
Commerce Committee was preparing 
| to haul licensees and regulators on 
the carpet. 

Drastic overhauling of Commish 
administrative machinery, accom- 
; panied by personnel shifts and 
policy changes, was forecast by in- 
timates of the two new commission- 
ers, whose handiwork is counted 
| upon by New Deal chiefs to forestall 


|a Congressional headline hunt, No 
fireworks are anticipated for some 
weeks, _since the Commish is not 
scheduled to reassemble formally 
until after Labor Day and the new 
chairman probably will not take the 
helm until the middle of September. 
The appointments, which were 
made in unusual fashion Tuesday 
(17), were both surprising and re- 
assuring to the industry. While Mc- 
Ninch has become known as an ar- 
dent spokesman of up-to-the-hilt 
regulation of public utilities, his se- 
lection was more or less pleasing to 
broadcast people, since it was felt he 
will do much to improve conditions 
within the Commish. Craven’s se- 
lection, which was not unexpected, 
was widely praised because of the 
need for a man well-grounded in 
technical matters on the board. 
Speculation Life 


Whether MecNinch personally will 
carry out an overhaul program or 
will merely observe conditions and 
report to President Roosevelt before 
returning to his present post at head 
of the Power Commission caused 
a great deal of speculation. Con- 
flicting reports had him as the real 
| trouble-shooter who is expected to | 
|clean up the Commish and as a 
| diagnostician for the White House 
' who will give way to an individual 
| who will actually perform the op- 
eration. 

Hesitating to declare his objective 
until he has acquainted himself with 
radio conditions and with the situa- 
tion inside the FCC, the new chair- 
man gave no hint which would 
‘answer the questions. Intimate 
friends revealed, however, that he 
was ordered by the President to mop 
up and given a relatively free hand 
to do whatever is required to end 
sniping from outside as well as inner 
| fighting. 

Possibility that Craven is ear- 
marked as new regular chairman 
was suggested but could not be veri- 





dent Roosevelt had somebody else in 
line for the long-term chairmanship 
| but could not induce this individual 
to step into the hotbed until the heat 
| has diminished. 

Much guessing about the extent of 
a reform wave went on in political 

(Continued on page 38) 





ified. Another idea was that Presi- | 


| For x. ¥. News Editors: 


writer-director | 





FORESEE PURGE OF F.C.C. 





|Congressional Quiz of Radio Biz 





NTRER PROBES 





|eral Communications 


Staved Off by Official Pressure: 
White Bill Shelved Despite Flurry 


Washington, Aug. 24. 
Congressional probe 
radio business and the Fed- 
Commission 
was staved off last week by Ad- 
ministration pressure which re- 
sulted in shelving of the White in- 
vestigation resolution, despite in- 
creased demands for thorough ven- 
tilation of recent criticism. 

With the way clear for favorable 
action, grease was tossed on the rails 
by the Senate Audit and Control 
Committee, which holds the purse- 


Scheduled 
of the 


| strings and refused to vote on a re- 


quest for a $50,000 expense account 


| for the Senate Interstate Commerce 








Chicago 


Committee. Resolution, which had 
been reported favorably by the latter 
group, was reputedly buried by 
direct orders from Postmaster Gen- 
eral Farley. New Deal political boss 
had an excited conference with 
Chairman Byrnes of Audit and Con- 
trol shortly after the White resolu- 
tion was handed him, 

Despite the temporary shelving, 
the probe issue is expected to come 


'to life next session since six Sena- 


tors went on record as feeling a 
legislative inquiry imperative. These 
members declared almost without 
qualification that they are convinced 
a committee should scrutinize con- 
ditions, regardless of the possibility 
that the two new Commissioners will 
institute voluntary reforms. 
Loudest demands for a Congres- 
sional 0.0. came from Senators Wal- 
lace H. White of Maine and Burton 





Radio Is Given Free 
Speech in Chi Airing 
Of Ginman’s History 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Two attempts by Martin Durkin, 
convicted murderer, to enjoin NBC 
and Chevrolet from airing his life 
story on ‘Gang Busters’ met with 
failure both in Cook Co. Circuit 
court and in U. S. District court. 
Program was_ scheduled for last 
Wed. (18), but, because decision was 
not handed down in time, postponed 
until tomerrow (25). 

Reasons given by attorney for the 
convict, now serving the llth year 
of his 35-year sentence, is that it 
was insulting and would be harmful 
to kids. U. S. Judge Adair said 
Durkin's only recourse was to listen, 
and then sue ’em if he thought he 
could prove he had been damaged. 


Parker Quits NBC 
To V-P B.S.H. in Chi 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

P. G. Parker, who* has been as- 
sistant general manager at NBC 
‘here for the past few years.-leaves 
the local network offices to join the 
office of the Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert agency Sept. 1. 
Parker comes into B-S-H agency as 
a vice-president, handling general 
business contacts and affairs. He 


|; will not be ia charge of radio, or 
_associated directly with the agency’s 


‘self with 


radio department. Will concern him- 
radio only insofar as it 


affects general business problems of 


| the agency. 


| Parker at 


| 


No replacement will be made for 
the NBC offices, with 
vice-president and general manager 


|Niles Trammell planning to take over 


Parker's duties. 





MORE BEDTIME STORIES 
Detroit, Aug. 24. 


‘Uncle Neal’ Tomy, who's been 
handling juvenile programs over 
|WJR since the ‘Red Apple Club’ 


days of 12 years ago, has given up 

his work with the kiddies. 
Henceforth, Tomy will 

charge of publicity at WJR. 







, K. Wheeler of Montana, chairman of 


Interstate Commerce. Others who 
supported the idea were Senators 
William E. Borah of Idaho, David IL 
Walsh of Massachusetts, William H. 
King of Utah, and Edward R. Burke 
of Nebraska. 

Declaration that under both Re- 
publican and Democratic regimes 
the radio regulatory machinery has 
been abused came from Senator 
Wheeler, who is whispered to be the 
real author and promoter of the 
White resolution. Remarked that he 


| has heard repeated tales about use of 


political pressure to hypo the F.C.C., 
saying that anyone who knows any- 
thing about the*conduct of the Com- 
mish realizes it is a ‘political foot- 
ball.’ Previously Wheeler warned 
that there will be a ‘blow-up’ unless 
conditions within the F.C.C. are ma- 
terially improved. 
W. & W. Duo Urge it 

Idea that an inquiry is necessary, 
regardless of the personnel of the 
Commish, was advanced by both 
Wheeler and White. Duo pointed 
out that since the government began 
regulating radio there never has 
been a fact-finding search to see 
how the laws are working out, 
Senator Borah trusted that President 
Roosevelt’s appointments to the va- 
cancies ‘will not dampen the ardor® 
for a probe and Senator King said 
he is ‘very glad’ to hear an investi- 
gation is in prospect. 

House movement to grill the Com- 
mish and the industry was blocked 
in similar fashion, with the Rules 
Committee sitting firmly until the 
last gong on the resolutions offered 
by late Rep. William P. Connery 
and Reps. W. D. McFarlane and 
Richard Wigglesworth. More blasts 
at the Commish featured the wind- 
up, with additional members, notably 
Congressmen Hamilton Fish and 
Robert Bacon of New York, joining 
the clamor, 

Recent hiring of Charles Michel- 
son, Democratic National Commit- 
tee public relations wiz, by Crosley 
Radio Corp. (owner of WLW and 
WSAI, Cincinnati) served as the 
theme for the Fish blast. New 
Yorker, who has been rapping the 
Roosevelt family regularly, also 
threw bricks at Elliott Roosevelt, 
President’s son and Hearst Radio 
v.p. 

In asserting that the time has ar- 
rived for a radio probe, Fish said 
investigators should find out why 
Michelson is worth $10,000 a year to 
Crosley and whether the F.C.C. ap- 
proved the Hearst-Roosevelt pur- 
chases of Texas transmitters on the 
theory | that ‘a Roosevelt can do no 
wrong.’ 

Crosley- Michelson relations also 
were touched on by Bacon, who 
asked whether the nation’s only 
super-power station hired the Demo- 
cratic publicist to serve as ‘a friend 
at court to influence the decisions of 
the Communications Commission.’ 

Need for a survey to provide facts 
upon which regulation policies 
chould be founded was stressed by 
the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee in formally recommend- 
ing adoption of the White resolu- 
tion. Did not refer to charges of 
inefficiency, favoritism, etc., within 
the Commish, but merely discussed 
the developments in the 25 years 
since the first ether-control law was 
written. and the necessity of data to 
permit ‘intelligent consideration’ of 
radio programs. 


Olmstead Heads 
Y. & R. Radio in N. Y. 


Clarence Olmstead new manager 











of Young & Rubicam agency radio 
dept., N. Y. office. Will work under 
William R. Stuhler, chief of agency's 





be in | buying. 


radio activities. 

Tom Harrington continues as mane 
jager of Y. & R. office, with Joe 
| Stauffer handling Hollywood talent 
Therese Lewis cCcrs the 
buying in N. Y. 
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*VOGUES OF 1933’ 

(Musie Hall, N. Y., Premiere) 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 8:45 p.m. EDST 
W.4JZ-NBC-CBS, New York 


NBC-blue ran a wire next-door to} 


Radio City Music Hall on opening 
night of Walter Wanger’s new film- 
usical and, against the background of 
Harold Nagel’s rhumba orch, 
marched up to the mike for 
gathered for dinner 
Wanger’'s guests. 





com- | 
ments some of the w. k.’s who had } 
and film as} 


‘HOW ABOUT IT?’ 

With Sam Hammer 

Novelty Studie Audience Show 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 10 p.m. EDST 
WOR-Mutual, New York 


Described as a new human interest 
audience program, ‘How About It?’ 
shows chances for builditg into a 
popular broadeast. Suffered in its 
first time out by having 11 pre-ar- 
ranged and rehearsed teams (man 


and woman on each) trying to simu- 
| late informality. 


Word creations of 


Conde Nast spoke in measured jscript writer, flowing from lips of 
tones for what was his first radio! contestants as being original, were 
spiel. and was o. k, if sing-song in | readily spotted. 
sentiments Joan Bennett, starred | However, the idea of having 10 or 
in the pic did a eraceful little bit 1l teams compete in relating their 
as did professionali model Frances reactions to unusual situations, or 


(‘Lucky Strike Girl’) Joyce. Authors, 
Sam and Bella Spewack, were there, 


but only Bella would talk, and she 
was quite the gayest of the bunch. 
W. G. Van Schmus, boss of the 
Music Hall, intro’d Wanger, who had 


z nice prepared piece to say 
Some of the socialites present pal- 


avered, but it was all the usual mil- j 
dewed stuff. save from polo-playing | 
Hitchcock, who astonished 


Tommy ; 
by saving, ‘I hope this picture is a 
hit. My friend Freddy Warburg put 
a lot of money in it, and if it isn’t a 
hit he might go broke.’ 

Broadcast. over Canadian stations 
as well as the NBC blue band, was a 


big ballyhoo for the film. Bert. 
MILTON DOUGLAS 

With Priscilla Pierce 

Cemedy 

JELLO 

Sunday, 7-7:30 p.m., EDST. 
WEAF, New York - 

Milton Douglas, the comedian (not 
the singer), has a bright style as 
evidenced by his stint Sunday night 
on the summer variety show for 
Jello. 

His is a semi-sophisticated running 
patter of stuff, referring to his| 


sponsor and more or less taking the 
audience behind the radio scene. 


Material is bright, Douglas’ delivery | 


pert and Priscilla Pierce’s straighting 


—she comes on later—equally ef- 
fective. Without a punchy guest- 
shot. Abel. | 
LENORE COTTEN 

‘Parents Club of the Air’ 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Tuesday, 12 M., D.S.T. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

Program is a great break for Par- 
ents magazine, since the publication 
gets a healthy plug as preparing the 
advice which Miss Cotten relays to 
ma and pa. Rearing of children is 
the theme. 

Job done is good in that it is sens- 
ible, 
least wise, 


more than usually encountered on 
the ether. 
In the noon niche, program is 


nicely primed to catch mother paus- 


ing "tween her morning and after- 
noon household chores. 


mail response. Bert. 


question. 
and a bond 


instructive and when caught, | 
wasn’t as far-fetched as 
regards sort of q.’s and a.’s used as 


Period is of 
the sort which often draws a strong 


xdd developments in daily news fot 


'eash, should develop if folks from 
studio audience can be obtained. 
This automatically would eliminate 
stagey effect as now exists. Sam | 
Hamme! who conducts program, 
possesses an easy style of question- 
ng and handling so-called contest- 
ants 

Each team is asked a different 


Thus, an office secretary 
salesman were asked 


what they would do if each had a 
million dollars Another combina- 
tion, a college girl and a lawyer, 


were requested to explain what they 
would do if they forgot portions of 


any important speech they were 
making. A commercial model and 
an air-conditioning enezineel an- 
swered their reaction to a sudden 
| proposal by a member of the oppo- 
site sex Latter made a back-/| 
handed crack about heat and need 
for cooling plant in studio. 

While it may be extremely diffi- 


cult to get a studio audience to _par- 


| ticipate in such a contest, a more | 
strenuous effort should be made to 
| remove the ‘staged’ taint. Once this 
has been accomplished, this new 
entry should do. Wear. 
ALLAN JONES 


Singing 
10 Mins. 
FLEISCHMANN YEAST 
Sunday, 7:30 p.m. EDST 
WIJZ-NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 


Guesting on the program featuring 


Werner Janssen’s orch, Jones proved 
a hypo that will help along a show 


that has been showing steady im-| 
provement lately in its effort to 


. ' 
squeeze into the groove best suitable | 


for the audience sought. 
Tenor scored with both his 
first ‘Alone,’ which he 


‘Night at Opera,’ and 

‘Song of Vagabonds.’ 
Latter was highlight of 

min, show. Good arrangement 


later 


much. 


capella choir for all-around ef- 
| fectiveness. Incidentally. builders of 
program proved prudish and ex- 


punged the word ‘hell’ in the lyrics, 
They still burn 
witches in the radio biz occasionally. 


substituting ‘away.’ 


Bert. 


tries, 
intro’d year 
and half ago in the Marx Bros. film. 
with 


the 30- 
of 
the number by Janssen and full use 
|}of the Brian Hooker lyrics helped 
Jones was backed up by a 


decent ——_— LTT 
ee 


Follow Up Comment | 


‘Hollywood Hotel,’ over CBS for 
Campbell Soup, Friday (20) gave a 
fine 24-min. dramatization of ‘Dead 
End,” script of which was prepared 
from copy used by Sam Goldwyn for 
his forthcoming UA release. 
| On the air, the gangster, “Baby- 
| Face Martin,’ was played up, with 
most of the episodes revolving around 
him. Humphrey Bogart, doing the 
rogue, gave one of the soundest per- 
formances caught on ‘Hotel’ in a long 
| time. Joel McCrea did the crippled 
| and penurious architect; Andrea 

Leeds the girl; all are in the Gold- 
of unbilled kids 








wyn pic Group 

were good, but the vigorous and vul- | 
gar chatter given ’em in the le.'t 
play was, of course, absent. 


As has been the policy of ‘Hotel 


for the last several months, the blow- | 


off of the dramatization was not ren- 
dered. The manner in which it was 
presented served as a good tease> fo1 
potential film attendance 


|day afternoons, continues an effec- 


Orchestra 
(22) 


| Philharmonic 
| Last Sunday’s 


iby Hans Kindler, was a_ worthy | 
|chapter in the series. Conductor's | 
| merits, of course, are well known | 
j}and his program was adroitly se- | 
j}lected and arranged. Inclusion of | 
the Hindemith’s ‘Spielmusik’ pro-| 
vided a modern variation without af- 


fronting staid listeners. 
Presentation of specially composed 


|works by American authors will 
continue during ensuing weeks. | 
|While none of the compositions 


|played so far have been out of the 
ordinary, Columbia rates a nod on 
the idea and effort. Much as the ma- 
jority of dialers may prefer the 
standard classics, music can develop 
jonly through the playing and hear- 
ing of untried compositions. 
|even if the works so far heard have 
j}been notably undistinguished 
undertaking is commendable. Henry 
M. Neely’s program comments con- 
tinue a forte contribution 

Frank Sullivan uncorked several 
{minutes of crackling good humor on 
the ‘For Men Only’ program Monday 
night (23) over the WLW Line and 
WHN, New York. The material was 


| pithily phrased and snappily rou- 


morist’s style. 
ing of the common and obvious was 
enouch to take toll of the average 
The 


| listener’s fancy. interpolation 


the cliche. His sample for the occa- | 
ision was effected by stringing to- 
gether the stereotyped phrases found 
in the verbiage of the boxing writer. 
‘For Men Only’ might find Sulli- 
| van a substantial asset if it kept him 


on as a regular item. 

Don Stauffer, of Young & Rubi- 
|cam’s radio department, left 
| York for Hollywood last Wednes- 
|day (18). Will remain there until 
the new Packard show gets going. 











Everybedy’s Music, over CBS Sun- | 
| WGY, Schenectady 
|tive summer sub for the New York | 
concerts. | 
session, batoned | 


| instrumental 


So, | 


the | 


; in 


{odd to hear a 


j}ers sending 
tined and, as is typical of the hu-| 
The artful spotlight- | 


had Sullivan posed as an expert of | 


New | 











100% increase over the same periods in any pre- 


ceding year. 


for Spring and Summer. 


That has been the WSAI sales picture 


Where there is a tremendous sales increase — there 


is @ reason. 


WSAI proven—the Cincinnati Buy. 


* BASIC RED NETWORK, N. B. C. 
* MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
*& THE WLW LINE 


Robert @. Jennings, in charge of Sales and Programs, Cincinnati 





NAT BRUSILOFF ORCHESTRA 
With Harrison Jubilee Choir, Libby 
Hall, Clifford Lane 
Variety 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. EDST 
WMCA, New York 
Nat Brusiloff was previously mu- 
sical director for WOR, Newark, this 
being his first of a series of half- 
hour programs once weekly under 
the caption ‘Blue Serenade. it’s a 
thoroughly acceptable program, not 
sensational, but pleasing and varied. 
With Brusiloff’s swingy-sweet or- 
chestra are the Harrison Jubilee 
Choir and two. specialty soloists, 
Libby Hall and Clifford Lane, all of 
whom fit in nicely with requirements 
laid out for them. The choir features 
numbers of Negro spiritual flavor. 
Lane owns a baritone voice that ap- 
pears to have the proper makings, 
while Miss Hall, who leans more to 
the swingy type of number, also 
listens well over the air. Char. 


PRAIRIE RAMBLERS 
Transcriptions 
RELIANCE 

Friday, 6:15-6:38 p. m. 


(Mitchell-Faust) 
Western hillbilly music is punctu- 
ated by long and frequent toots on 
the advertising bugle for this series 


of platters plugging Big Yank work | 


shirts, trousers, kiddie playsuits, etc. 
The hands, male and female, and sta- 
tion miker join with Announcer Jack 
Oakley in blowing the horn. 
Entertainment consists of vocal and 
numbers, plus 


though untrained singing pipes. A 
harmonicist plays well, and the string 
pluckers suffice. Miss Patsy Mon- 


tant does not particularly shine as a | 


talker or singer, but she yodels com- 
petently. 

Guest units, of same type, work 

with troupe in such a fashion that 
they cannot be easily singled out. 
One’ heard was announced as the 
Hoosier Cow Punchers. 
Artists dialog with the announcer 
rather lengthy spiels -on the fine 
points. of Big Yank products—sounds 
‘cowboy’ talk about 
the yolk of a shirt. 
is also done by them, and mikeman, 
on a cigarette lighter, offered to dial- 
in a Big 
station. 


| sad songs should be the type who | 
| would purchase sponsor’s goods. 
Jaco. 


LINTON WELLS 
Adventure Reminiscences 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 8:30 p.m. EDST 
WEAF, New York 

Newcomer to the list of commen- 
tators is a standout. On the basis 
of his first program, Wells should 
cop a sponsor and a large listener 
following. His stuff is packed with 
fascinating human drama, against 
a background of one of the most 
important and exciting upheavals of 
history—the Russian Revolution. 
Former war correspondent, roving 
reporter, press agent and author (of 
the recent ‘Blood On the Moon’), 
Wells has a colorful background. 
His experiences, if that initial broad- 
east is any indication, have included 
some hair-raising adventures. 

Surprisingly enough, narrator’s 
delivery equals his writing. His voice 
is clear and resonant, tone has depth 
and enunciation is flawless. Writer 
avoided tipping his mitt on the 
climaxes and injected strong color 
by directness. 

In material, preparation and pres- 
entation, Wells’ air stint was so good 


anyone else can maintain such a 
pace. Undoubtedly he put his best 
script forward. Hobe. 


‘THE HEADLESS HORSEMAN’ 

With Edward Wolter, Muriel Wilson, 
Fred Hufsmith, Earl Styres 

45 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 8 p.m. EDST 

WJZ-NBC, New York 

_A nicely turned operetta, adapta- 

tion by poet Stephen Vincent Benet 

from Washington I[rving’s ‘A Legend 

of Sleepy Hollow.’ 


up the pace 
much as 


Inas- 
rather 


of the piece. 
the score sounded 


his spcken 
gether enjoyable 45 
i hardly got an 
| the efforts expended in view of the 


lines. It alto- 


but 


was an 
minutes, 


variety show on NBC’s sturdier red 
ribbon. 


‘Headtess Horseman’ was an experi- 





i Brom Bones. 


ment which should lead to other 
| kindred efforts along the same slant. 
| More than a century old, Irving's 
yarn remains interesting, and the 
| operetta treatment was such that 
| not one whit of suspense was sacri- 
ficed. ; 


Singing and acting 
were generally good. 


of the leads 


ward Wolter did Ichabod Crane, 
Muriel Wilson soprano’d Katrina 
Van Tassel.- Ear! St¥res hasso’d 


Katrina’s father 
tenor, did Ichabod’s 


romantic rival, 


Bert. 








| hibit 
| ments, 


fore 
| has the experience and assurance to 
| handle 
| clously. 


i sort 


iu free- with a suggestion for more contribu- 
easy chatter, along the familiar lines. 


Several of the boys possess pleasant | 


| capably 


Drum beating | 


Yank label to | 
| 30 
Folks who like prairie ballads and | 


| a very 


JUNIOR REVUE 

With Mary Small, Buddy Jones, 
Arnold Ejidus, Janice Gilbert, 
Jimmy Donnelly, Jay Jostyn, Irene 
Hubbard, Helen Menken, Junior 


Revue Choir, Vass Family, Ben 
Grauer, Harry Salter, Norman 
Clouthier Orchestra 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 8:30 p.m. EDST 

WJZ, New York 
Variation of the Children’s Hour 


sort of thing, but much improved, 
Plus the unique appeal of the all- 
juve effort, this stanza has the merit 
of bang-up talent. It’s a novel show, 
and, as long as the present standard 
is maintained, should cop plenty of 
listener attention. The question of 
finding enough worthy urchins, how- 


ever, seems likely to prove a tough 
one. 

For the present, ‘Junior Review’ 
is well planned and expertly pre- 


sented. Mary Small is the prize ex. 
and measures up to require- 

Youngster is a capable, per- 
sonable singer—has an oke voice. 
which she knows how to handle be- 
the mike, sells a number and 


the occasional m.c stint gra- 

Junior Choir backstops. 
Janice Gilbert, as a mite menace. 
of moppet version of Phil 
Baker's ‘Bottle,’ is a sure chuckle. 
She wanders in and out of the script, 
usually needling the star. Seems 
destined to become an important 
part of the show when the characte: 
is established. 


Buddy Jones, billed as being 4 
juve Winchell, dished up news com- 
jments from his ‘clipping bureau. 


tiuns from listeners. If the young- 
ster really writes his own copy, he’s 
little short of a marvel, for it’s 
presented, even by adult 
standards. 

Top guest for the initial airing was 


| Helen Menken, who did one of those 


so-charmed-to-be-here spiels. Arnold 
Eidus, 12-year-old, drew unusually 
dulcet tones from his fiddle, the Vass 
Family offered hillbilly stuff, while 
a weepy dramatization, ‘Orphans of 
the Flood, offered Janice Gilbert. 
Jimmy Donnelly, Jay Jostyn and 
Irene Hubbard. Ben Grauer m.c.’s 
the show, with Harry Salter baton- 
ing Norman Clouthier’s orch. 
Hobe. 

¥ ae TOD 
CORNELIUS CODOLBAN 
Gypsic Musie 
Mins. 
Sunday, 7-7:30 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

Cornelius Codolban is the maesivrv 
atop the Rainbow Grill in Radio City 
and a new NBC build-up artist. He’s 
worthy violinist-conductor 
specializing in tzigane music, and a 
good scripting job every Sunday 
evening surrounds him with a vary- 
ing characteristic style of gypsy 
music—Russian, Roumanian, etc. 

Assisting Codolban’s string orches- 
tra, which the violinist dominates al- 
most in sole fashion, is a femme 
vocalist for the interludes. 

Entire Sunday night half hour is 
a class interlude, ideal for that time 


p.m., EDST 





it seems questionable whether he or | 
| 


Douglas Moore’s music was light | 
and buoyant and did much to speed | 


Savoyard, so did Benet’s lyrics and | 


audience worthy of | 


| fact it opposed the Chase & Sanborn | 


! 
More than just an evening filler, 


Baritone Ed- | 


and Fred Hufsmith. | 


of the evening, 7-7:30 p.m., and is 
also on a Canadian hookup with, 
| NBC, Abel. 

| Mleeccmanabced 

i\*GOSSIP OF THE STARS’ 

| With Herschell Hart 

| Talk 

5 Mins.—Local 

STAR CARPET CO. 

| 12:45 p.m. on Mon., Tues., Wed. 
|WWS, Detroit 

| Herschell Hart, radio ed of the 


| Detroit News (parent of WWJ), has 
resumed his thrice-weekly ‘gossip of 
the stars’ program with a still wider 
| following than heretofore. 

Hart, who devotes portion of the 
|; program to some current topic con- 
| cerning the ether, is handicapped by 
brevity of five-minute stint, but live- 


| 


liness of his ‘gossip’ and own 
,€arnestness more than makes up for 
this. Low modulated pipes a dis- 


tinct asset. 

Except for introduction and clos- 
ing, Hart handles own blurbs, which 
are not burdensome. Pete. 








Wi FCF 
MONTREAL 


GOOD COMPANY 


this great market 
network features on 
Ameriean advertisers 
should take advantage of Mont- 
realers’ receptive mood in periods 
now available adjacent to ont- 
standing NBC programmes. 


N. B. C. 
RED & BLUE 
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Here and There 


Ridge Runners back to WIND, Charles Gussman as new scripter, 
Chicago, after month’s leisure, re-{ previously with WLW, Cincy. An- 
placing Pickard Family, who go on| nouncer Jack Wyatt has left WWJ to 
tour for 60 days to rest up. | go to Buffalo. 
— | 


Edith Rosen, 14-year-old concert! 








Herbert Lateau, formerly with Ok- 





pianist, guests tonight (Wednesday) | !ahoma City — will join 
on Mary Smaill’s ‘Junior Revue’ on KARK, Little Rock, announcing 
WJZ. N.Y staff, Sept. 1. He will have charge 
at <> oy salle of news broadcasts and dramatic 
10. D Moi : Ned productions, replacing Johnny Stead- 
WHO, Des Moines, has installed). 
two additional news wires, including | Se 
3 - *ress trunk wire and full : aes s 
- United . os a8 age eRe it The from Dailey, KWK, St. Louis, 
service of Trans-Radio news. BO | themes leaves ty fon Woon 
oeahcnar has —_ r - rage : ™ Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 1. Dailey 
except Sunday, an m Saturday. |. ducted KWK’s ‘Kiddie Club’ pro- 
te iat yram every Sat. a.m, 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke has been sé . ik 
for the Malvolio part in Columbia ; a ; ‘ 
‘Twelfth Night’ production ext Ukrainian singers Convention 
Monday (30). Leland Hayward office choral c ntest held ; at the Cleve. 
agented Great Lakes Exposition’s Radioland 
, |shell Sept. 5 will be broadcast by 
Tom LaBrum, Philly ad _ exec, WJAY. Programs will pick-up the 


on a 12-day cruise out of Montreal. finalists. 


Jay Coffey shifts from announc- 
ing-continuity stint at WELI, New 
Haven, to WBRY, Waterbury, script | to set up a couple of shows. 
desk Sept. 1. Bili Farley succeeds 
at spieling post. 


Ruthrauff 





Ros Metzger, 


Fred Kirby, Charlotte, N. C., cow- 
singer, was tested by Paramount 
in New York last week, 





boy 

WWJ, Detroit, staff changes in-| 
clude Franklyn Ferguson, formerly | 
Mich., | 





with WOOD, Grand Rapids, | Gale Sisters airing from Medinah 
added to announcing force, andi Club, Chicago, over WBBM-CBS. 





‘Ss i; 


| 
& Ryan | 
midwest ether director, to Cincinnati 





Coast Pic Blurber 


Switching Sponsors 


San Francisco, Aug. 24. 


Don Allen’s ‘Hollywood Reporter’ 
program on KPO will change spon- 
sors next month, with Allen doing 
his last show for Joseph Magnin Co., 
Inc., femme apparel store, Sunday, 
Sept. 26, and his first for Howe, Inc., 
the following Thursday, Sept. 30 at 
6:45 p.m., PST. New series is set 
for 13 weeks and will plug a hand 
lotion. Contract was signed through 
Kay, Inc., agency. 


Joseph 


seeking a new 
‘Hollywood 


Livingston 


Magnin is 
follow its 


Reporter’ serie Leon 


program to 


has the account. 


agency 


Denny Promoted 


Jamestown, N. Y., Aug. 24. 
Charles Denny has been upped 
from mgr. of WJTN, Jamestown, 


N. Y., to sales director of that station 
plus WSYR, Syracuse, and WNBX, 
Springfield, Vt., all of which are con- 
trolled by the same interests. 

Other changes in the group con- 


cern Basil Blizzard, who shifts from | 


national sales to WJTN megr., and 
Phil Hoffman, who becomes manage! 
of WNBX. Hoffman 
with the Iowa Network 
Darryl McAlister, of WKY, Okla- 
homa City, named chief announcer. 


Was 


ee 











ee mediums 





such as WBZ and WBZA, 
serving the largest concen- 
tration of purchasing power 
in New England, and your 


program becomes a mag- 


net for sales. Records prove 


the response WBZ and 


Basic Blue Network Stations 
Completely Programmed by NBC 


WBZA attract. 


formerly | 





| Foresee Purge of FEC | 





(Continued from page 35) 





and industry circles, There was a 
fresh crop of rumors that other 
Commissioners are due for removal 
—including George Henry Payne, 


Thad H. Brown, Paul A. Walker and 
Eugene O. Sykes—and radio watch- 
ers readied for a shakeup in the 
broadcast division as well as in the 
other departments, notably legal and 
|}examining. Craven is expected to 
|take the Broadcast chairmanship, 
supplanting Judge Sykes, who is 
thought slated for the Telegraph seat 
formerly held by Irvin Stewart. 
What the future holds for Sykes 
was one of the more intriguing side 
conjecture. For several 
persistent rumors had him 
headed for a vacancy on the District 
of Columbia Court of Appeals, body 
to which contested FCC decisions are 
carried, but President Roosevelt, 
with another surprise appointment, 
filled this job. If he is shunted to 
;some other seat on the Federal 
bench, there will be no astonishment. 
| Selection of another chief engineer 
was a question engaging 
attention among radio 
Craven is expected to have 





|} topics of 


| days, 


mxnted 


likewise 
widespread 
veople. 


| the principal say in naming his suc- 


; cessor, and most observers looked 
ijfor him*to advocate promotion of 
Lieut. E. K, Jett, one of his prin- 


| cipal aides. Although his acquaint- 
ance with broadcast technical prob- 
lems is limited, he seems most likely. 
He was a contender for the top spot 
when Craven was named on White 
House orders. Other persons con- 
| sidered to have a good chance are 
another ex-Navy man, Comdr. E. K. 
| Webster, now on the Commish en- 
| gineering staff, and Andrew Cruse, 
who used to be with the Commerce 
Department’s radio section, and also 
is on Craven’s force. 

While the appointments were gen- 
erally satisfying to people concerned 
about the F.C.C., there was unusual 
delay in confirming Craven and a 
substantial amount of opposition 
which disintegrated completely be- 
fore the vote was taken. 
whispering campaign about the chief 
engineer caused the Senate Inter- 
state Commerce committee to quiz 
him extensively on two occasions, 
| deferring final approval for 
days. 


Craven in the Clear 
Principal attack 
based on a report that he still has 
financial interest in—and consequent- 
ly is concerned about the welfare 
of—various stations. This gossip was 
nailed completely when the engineer 
gave the Senate group not only a flat 
denial but also a comprehensive res- 
ume of all his past connections, in- 
come, and present affairs. All com- 
mitteemen who sat in on his grilling 
announced themselves completely re- 
assured about his fitness for office. 
In telling solons of his past career, 
Craven revealed he had given up a 
lucrative private practice to take the 
Commish post but only after Presi- 
| dent Roosevelt had exerted strong 
| pressure. Sacrificed a business 
which grossed between $40,000 and 
| $50,000 annually and netted about 
$30,000, for the $9,000 government 
Serth when unable to resist White 
House urging. 
Although he at one time held stock 
in several stations, 





tied up with any licensee, and fur- 
ther revealed he had refrained from 


taking part in any cases involving 
previous clients. He explained at 


length about his arrangements to sell 
his radio . stock, suffering serious 
| losses because of the need for quick 
| liquidation in conformity with law. 
| Most capital was made of his lin’ 
with WRAX-WPEN, Philadelphia 
transmitters now owned by John 
|Iraci. Attack on this phase of 
| Craven’s record was inspired by 
James Kiernan, former general man- 
ager of the Paulist Fathers’ station 
; WLWL, New York, which was sold 
lately to Arde Bulova after Irici re- 
fused to let the priests buy his WOV. 
Telegrams to several members of 
Congress reporting that Craven was 
a stockholder in the Philly outlets 
was primarily responsible for his 
quizzing, 

In his formal statement of explana- 





| 





Cowboy Warbler’s P. A.’s 


San Antonio, Aug. 24, 
+ —Sack Amusement Enterprises is 
Pepping out not only with the ex- 


clusive distribution of all Negro pic- 
tures, but also with booking Jesse 
Rogers, cowboy singing star appear- 
ing over southwestern broadcasting 
stations. He is a recording artist 
and a brother of the late Jimmie 
Rogers. 

Sack organization secured Rogers 
dates for 14 Interstate towns. 





Vicious | 


Craven satisfied | 
the committee that he no longer is | 


| although 





on Craven was | 


four 
Our | because... 












tion Craven told the committee that 
he had received 10% of the stock in 
stations owned by P. J. Harron anj 
C. H .Taubel under a contract which 
assured him a $10,000-a-vear retainer 
as consulting engineer for WPEN and 
any other rad:o properties they 
might acquire. Paper was resold to 
the company (William Penn Broad- 
casting Co.) for $25,000—about hale 
the amount due for the stock and 
expenses—when Craven was named 
Chief Engineer in November, 1935 
Rumor that Craven had a slug of 
cash received from licensees in 4 
‘little tin box’ was squelched with an 
explanation that the amount he 
ceived from sale of his radio inter- 
est: had been placed in safe depo 
vault for personal reasons 
satisfied the lawmakers. Craven al 
unveiled contracts under which 
various holdings are being liquidated 
via his attorney. . 
Presentation of Craven's 


name to 
the Senate for action occasioned a 
long discussion Saturday (21) in 


which about a dozen solons reflected 


great interest in F.C.C. situation 
None entered serious objections to 


his confirmation, however, and c 
mitteemen convinced all doubters 
that he can be expected to do a good 
job on the board. 

The MecNinch appointment was 
rubber-stamped without any trouble, 
the new chairman never 
has been popular with certain South- 
ern Democrats and the two Senators 
from his state, Reynolds and Bailey, 
were reported against his promotion 


in- 





WHN’S PROGRAM 
PLANNING IS A 


WHN was named 
Showmanship Station | 
No. 1 in New York by Jeans 
Variety...it knows the (> 
New York audience... | 


—— 


because... Fo 
WHN is affiliated//T 

with LOEW’S and 
through this huge 
chain of theatres _.~ 
keeps abreast of what/ \~ 
the public likes in en- 
tertainment... 


because... 


WHN is affiliated 
with METRO-GOLD-@© 
WYN-MAYER the © ¢ 
world’s greatest motion/ «~~ s ») 
picture studio whose? en Y 
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Only 1 Ohio State Fair, but 2 Columbus 
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BABIES-CRY-FOR-IT’ WANING 





























Spot Blurbs Passing Out in N. W., 





* ° e * e 
tations Making It LOOK Like a ozen| f[ 
' ; S NEW DIZ LOS [Or FrOaucions 
> | | 
= as a | he a + en a OA 
Columbus, Aug. 24 rolling pin contests during week. | See F orum This Week Pp land. Or A 4 
Retail art ty ic : and hourly motion pictures FWBNS ° « ’ : 
Greatest radio activity in history pity hm aiaiaraae of V WBBM, Which Had Eight y Althou h early in the seas¢ 
h State Fair is expected next|~ . Agsgt Pe ° _ P ‘ his ere » burst « ew b " 
- adie oan ’ wines i eee nna All-Ohio Boys’ band, official fai Daily, Hasn’t Set Any +t : * - on ; dio stations in the Pacif . ‘ 
week, with NS an Hn pon | musical organization. will get its Thi ° . ACLLETS er ! : ame » 1 
ee 2 pes Bday, Mh. is Year— Other hi week take to task tl ’ west. The usual list of spot an- 
on grounds and hot rivalry already | first national airing through WHKC 4 Othe c yy F take = he? na? \ouncements that has featured 
: ,ot v-t a ctatin oe . yic Cc WV a] S , P > y rq* ; AIO] Ol radio potn talent ind ; . y ait —_ > ; ‘me . 
developing be sween Siations ove! 1 Feng acer eg a hashes Stations Also Cutting Juve manpowe! for the past few months is giving 
j Fair broadcasting plans. | DEGAUCASTS " sO Will be picked up by | Serial Skedules On page 63. way to a new crop of 15 min. pro- 
; WBNS will put its studio under | WHIO, Dayton. Both stations will duction: 
i | 4 At De 
i canvas on grounds, using a tent |comb the grounds for short wave | r : 
i : } ‘enc avacity of | broadcasts to be sent out over their earooms, womens stores, restau- 
i studio with an audience capacity of | — ’ air trend is the failure of NBC to] ,. ld en ite ad 
. an to alae AR ce 4 ants a! se ty ad- 
/ 300. All local programs from noon | portable transmitters. PARENTS’ COMPLAINTS sell ‘Don Winslow.’ The NBC studios a A> cong hg h eet ges Mie 
: " en tice * es iene aad : darted ertisers are showi : increasing 
i to 7:30 p.m. daily will be broadcast | sienna here have hung up one record after | jnterest in ectiind Gad afternoon 
j from here in view of an audience |} ‘a d another in building up shows as sus- ee ods figuring that wome 4 buv 
: during Fair Week. KVOX Rolls in Oct Chicago, Aug. 24. /tainers, then selling ’em ‘Don . ' Ss f the tuft , ° 
; < _ J s P nost O t >< 4 
Headquarters of WHKC will again There'll be dearth of gangster | Winslow,’ despite being the pride On the heel f this new b t of 
I ' ! Oo 5 ley MOUTSt V1 
be the bandstand, where station aoe ff especially-for-kiddies this yea and joy of NBC and the pre 1] , , 
. . rye 7 “ ae . ‘ . ‘ Dz ) es in Creasingiy non-= 
} broadcast daily last year. No seating Moorhead, Minn., Aug. 24. Nobody seems to know exactly why | doesn’t plug anything, even though ympathetic attit de by majo gen« 
3 facilities here, but plenty of room| New radio station, KVOX, will be- there are plenty of programs adult shows starting their sustaining | om to eal tien old spot pons wenet 
for farmers to stand around and/|gin ethering here in October. Will | around, but nobody’s buying them. | periods much, much later have long } shane tote i-boo. KOIN t k " 140) 
. » « | 7 if > L-a- % 1 OOK ¢ alo! 
gawk at performers. This station, | operate on a frequency of 1310 kc. Formerly, WBBM here carried | Since been airing blurbs. ten # a vara by suerantes so ’ 1] 
too, will have on display all local | unlimited time, with a daylight pow- seven or eight daily. This year, the . s y & ns 
. oo em . pm 5 athe j oe . “= milys oS IVa, € Deliberate program advertisers that no com- 
daylight programs. Only exception |er of 250 watts and night power Of | ctation won't be airing a single one 
Sida ; ; : 1100 watts Studi ll be secre: . . ‘ & a sing . ’ . , PS petitive spot announcement would 
is Montana Meechy cowboy band, watts. Studio will be in the} unjess scmething is signed between With some stations, this getting ippear directly before or aft y 
o ‘ oe coal . . > . ¢ >ar irec y Tore or ‘ te} ‘ , 
which will broadcast from booth of | Comstock hotel here. Equipment will new and fall. ‘Junior Nurse Corps,’ rid of kid shows has been deliberate, | PI . T y th fi . _ - 
sponsor, Allis Chalmers Co., else- | include a Western Electric transmit- | jact of the WBBM juveniles, moves | The two or three hours of the kid ere a vec, eee 
: lter. with a Blaw-Knox 179-foot wer-|.... “ ci a Sea behace ape: - a one ; announced policy of any local sta- 
where on grounds. » with a Blaw-Knox 1/y-foot wer- | over to NBC, as did ‘Jack Armstrong’ | Cycle was the most highly competi- on indicative that spots hisel 
, . n . : . = a » t10 7 spots . a chise 
Station rivalry gets under way | tical radiator. : a year ago, leaving the Columbia | tive period of the day, and several rigs regen ay a ae en 
: Sunday (29) when both outfits go on | Manny Marget will be general | xey’s schedule free fo. adult stuff. stations did their best to get pro- gg ny a the list of 
; air with long shows from grounds. | Manager of the station. Was for- | Other Chicago stations, while not | 8™a™s which would grab off the | ae ae aoe rs eo _, vo. DSW a 
— 2 — ; Die 8, alre: ; » programs start- 
WHKC program has more or less|™erly program director at KXBY, | .. completely bereft, are carrying | adult audience during those hours, | * ay Sa We toa OF PEOGFSMs r 
<€ ~¢ ‘ity “AU ~ ¢ . - ’ . ‘ ‘ of : , pr. > > 
; offical sanction, since state board | Kansas City, and previous to that|¢,, jess than they did in the past, | a audience which was complaining a ept. 2, its shown that even the 
. _- of r : nm. @ . wate: 4 ° ’ > . , e 
5 of agriculture assigned Bob French F as with KWK, St. Louis, WDAY, | py. ‘Orphan Anuies,’ ‘Jack Arm.- | bitterly that there was nothing for ie apteganes oe sity rv age aia 
4 of that station to produce a two- | Farho, N. D., and KGFK, Moorhead. | strongs’ and ‘Lullaby Ladies’ | them to listen to. a atin Yeek tha ebro cou v 
; ae . . + ine BS; i MMAUY be sz at t spo e 
i hour amateur show for the opening | Latter station moved to Duluth last |. ws which have been established Ales, mothere and tates erie né ne spot announcemen 
; | year. Assistant manager and chief}. 3 : "| had its place as a sort of primary 
spot. " A /over a long period, still continue, but | have had something to say in regard : ae. 
4 RN 3 fever |engineer will be Bob Schulz, for- . school for radio advertisers, who 
4 eer C0088 Tihs Dare, however, | merly general man r of WMIN j there are no new ones starting. In| to sponsors who depend on, crying, later came to realize the show's the 
4 and announced an hour and a half | st A gerne Moveysns: with WDAY | fact, some which started last year, | pleading kids to sell their products. thing ' , “7 
é program from the grounds, which|~” . P mr ‘| ‘Tomahawk Trail’ for example, won’t These reasons have had more to r 
i tur i sic, is | be back this season, if inactivi oO o with getting rid of the get-your- 
will feature old time music. This be back th f tivit fid th getting 1 of tl t-} 
station is also making a play with Fitzroy Kennedy added to tech- , ad agencies so far means anything. | mother-to-buy-you serials than did Bigelow Twins back to Vermont 
hog-calling, husband calling and/nical staff at WICC, Bridgeport. Still another pointer to the kidless | censors and educational clubs. and off WICC, Bridgeport. 
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ROBERT A. STREET, Commercial Manager 
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Radio Talent and Technicians 
In the Middle of a 7-Sided Feud 





(Continued from page 1) { 





ACA prez. claims a majority of the 
technical and office workers at 


WABC, N. Y., belong to his CIO; 
sroup and intends to organize the 


a 


performer field as well as the other | 
side of the microphone. Edward) 
Kioter, IBEW vice-pres, says five 
yrganizers the radio technician 
field are lining up members His 
sroup is not covering the performer! 
end 


As vet neither the IBEW nor the 
IATSE has signed up a station 
@ATS.E, has had a scrap with 
the American Communications Asso- 
ciation, C.1LO. organization unioniz- 
ing the broadcasting engineers, over 
which outfit has the right to line up 
Loew-owned WHN, N. Y. Fight has 
been up before the National Labor 
Relation Boa.J in Washington since 
early July. Late yesterday (24) a! 
decision by the NLRB looked im-| 
minent. 

ACA has had some success both in 
New York and around the country 
in signing up stations. Outfit started 
its organizing campaign last spring. 
when it was known as American | 
Radio Telegraphists Association. At! 
that time it was unionizing only the 
radio operators on American steam- 
ships and panelmen in stations. Fort- 
night ago name was changed when 
union decided to expand its organ- | 
izing into all fields of communica- 
tions. 

Langham’s Claims 

According to Roy S. Langham, 
AGRAP prez, his group is now or- 
ganized nationally, with 22 local 
chapters in the south, midwest, New 
England and the New York area. 
Kenneth Roberts is vice-president of | 
the body, Karl Schullinger is secre-| 
tary-treasurer and there are repre- 
sentatives from each chapter. Meet-| 
ing of the national group and the; 
local board are held about once a’ 
week. Dues are $1 a month nation-| 
ally plus $1 a month in the New) 
York locals, Langham says the) 
AGRAP is not affiliated with any!| 
other organization, but is friendly! 
with all. Regarding rumors of a 
merge or working agreement with the 
AFRA, he declared the AGRAP had 
not been officially approached, but 
would consider such proposed, if 
and when, 

According to the AGRAP head, his | 
group has contracts covering an- | 


| failed to select its executive secre- 


| ceded the board huddle. 


nouncers and production men at 
WABC. WOR and WMCA, all of 
New York. Negotiations for sound 
effects men are in progress with 





WABC and NBC, he said, and bar- | 
gaining is also going on with WISYV, | 
Washington, and WBT, Charlotte, | 
N. C.. for announcers and produc- | 


tion men, and with WORC, Wor- 
cester, Mass., for a complete vertical | 
union 

Contracts already in effect with 


some stations call for a five-day, 40- 


‘ ; ; j 
hour week, vacations with pay, | 
leaves of absence, two-weeks dis- 
charge notice, preferential rehiring 


and, in some cases, Guild shop, he 
declared. Salary increases obtained 
have ranged from 40% to 12%, with 
a few individuals getting 100% and 
a number 50% raises, he added. An- 
nouncers at WABC have been upped, 
but the amount was not revealed. 


Heller or Wallace 
Meanwhile, the AFRA has still 


Understood George Heller, al- 
ready the treasurer of the group, and 
Morgan Wallace, previously active in 
Screen Actors Guild affairs, are 
favored for the post, which will pay 
$7500 a year. Heller is believed to 
be favored by the eastern contingent, 
while the Coast group is backing | 
Wallace. Hollywood faction’s objec- | 
tion to Heller, it has been hinted, | 
is his identification with the in- 
surgent group in Actors Equity. He 
is a member of the Equity Council. 
Duties of the executive secretary are 
being handled by an organizing com- 
mittee, of which Heller is chairman. | 
He also has an office and secretary | 
at Equity headquarters, N. Y. He is | 
favored as the fina’ selection for the 
executive secretary job. 

Sliding scale of dues for the AFRA 
has been set as follow: for radio in- 
comes up to $2,000 a year, $12 a year 
dues: up to $5,000 a .ear, $18; up to 
$10,000 a year, $24 dues: up to $20,000 
a year, $36 dues; up to $50,000 a year, 
$48 dues, and ovzr $50,000 a year, 
$100 dues. Initiation fees are $10 
for incomes up to $10,000 a year, $25 
for all over that figure. Amounts 
were set at a meeting of the national 
executive board at the Hotel Vic- 
toria, N. Y., Monday (23) night. 
About 400 persons attended a gen- 
eral membership scssion which pre- 


tary. 


Prospect of the AFRA joining 
forces with the AGRAP has grown 
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Alere’s a message of real interest for 
National Advertisers, Statistics show 
that 62 National Advertisers used 
WIC for spot radio programs during 
the first quarter of 1937, giving WTIC 
sixth place in America, Statistics aiso 
show that these National Advertisers 
secured an average of 149% more cov- 
erage in the Hartford market than 
those using the second station. No 
wonder minded advertisers are 
placing more and more programs with ’ 
WTic, 


sales 


Write today for our new 32-page 


FURTHERK 





wTr/c 
@ First in coca FAVOR 
SIKTH IN 
NaTIONAL FAVOR , 
F/ FOR SPOT PROGRAM 










| set for next Monday (30). 





47% more families own radios in the 
Hartford market than in the country 
at large. Equally important, Govern- 
ment figures show that the WTIC 
market of Connecticut, western New 


York, eastern Massachusetis, Vermont 
and New Hampshire has 15% more 
spendable income, 23% more. retail 
sales, and 50% more food gales per 
capita than the national average. 


That's why smart advertisers are cul- 
tivating the close to 4,000,000 rich and 
easily reached prospects in WTIC’s 
primary and secondary coverage areas, 


brochure giving full details on the 


Ross Federal Survey and facts about the WTIC billion dollar market 





WTIC 


The Travelers Broadcasting 
Service Corporation 


PAUL W. MORENCY, General Manager 


50,000 WATTS 
HARTFORD, CONN, 


Member NBC Red. Network 
and Yankee Network 


JAMES F. CLANCY, Business Manager 


National Kepresentatives: WEED & COMPANY 


CHICAGO 


DETROUL 


NEW YORK 
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Makes It Official 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Phil Baker will b heard lo- 
cally this fall although no Gulf 
Oil products are marketed here. 
In order to salvage something 
from the commercials, the 
petrol outfit will install one gas 
-_pump in Los Angeles 





| 














very slim, according to Heller. AFRA 


membership favored the idea and | 
was eager to cooperate until it 
learned of derogatory statements 


being circulated by he AGRAP, he} 
explained. Nationa’ board of the 
AFRA, in a preliminarw session Mon- 


, 


'day afternoon, decided to drop the 


AGRAP affiliation idea and to pro- 
ceed with the organization of an- 
nouncers, who had not previously 
been approachec as long as the 
AGRAP was presumed to be friendly 
and was cover:ng thai field. He said 
the AFRA would not object to an- 
nouncers joining both organizations, 
but thought such «ction unlikely. 
Next meeting of the AFRA na- 
tional board, as which another at- 
tempt will be made to fill the ex- 
ecutive secretary post, is tentatively 
Organiz- 
ing committee is meanwhile select- 
ing offices for the AFRA headquar- 


| ters and expects to have one opened 


within the next week or two. 
Charlotte, N. C.. Aug 24. 

Roy Langham, of New York, | 
president of the American Guild of 
Radio Announcers & Producers, is 
here seeking wage increases and 
benefits for the announcing staff at 
the Columbia station,. WBT. 

No announcement was made fol- 
lowing a lengthy conference between | 
Langham and Schudt, but it is no} 
secret around the station that Schudt 
plans to fight demands for a highet 
scale. 





WCAU Technicians | 
Aligned With ClO 


American Communications Associ- | 
ation, formerly the ARTA and affil- | 
iated with the CIO, signed technical | 
staff of station WCAU, Philadelphia, | 
to the union Aug. 23. Staff numbers 
17 employees. 
Shirttail on Radio Org. 

This is the first station to go CIO 
in that area and has been worked on 
by the ACA for over a month. CBS 
in N. Y. went CIO several weeks ago 
but that did not include out-of-town 
stations of net, only applying locally. 
Other locals are now slated for 
unionization drive. 


NBC, Mutual to Air 
Regatta on Det. River, 











Detroit, Aug. 24. 
Both Mutiial and NBC will air the 
20th annual Gold Cup regatta Sept. 
4-6 on the Detroit river. NBC will 
pick up the Gold Cup Challenge fea- 
ture race Sept. 6, while Mutual will 


a ee 
All Set to B.R. F&M’s 
Ist Radio Production 


0’Keefe Extended 


Option on Walter O’Keefe has 
been picked up by Young & Rubi- 
cam in Bristol-Myers’ behalf for an 
additional six weeks. Under the ex- 








tension, O’Keefe remains on_ the ; 
Wednesday night program (NBC)| Hearn’s department stores, metro- 
to Nov. 10. politan chain, has practically de. 


cided to underwrite a news drama- 
tization program, ‘20 Years Ago 
Today, with WOR, Newark, the re- 
FES ss Fae leasing source. It’s to be a weekly 
30-minute period (Monday, 8 p.m.), 
starting Aug. 30. 


WMCA Nixes Rutherford | “Program is being sold by Fancnon 


| & Marco, making the first since that 
Air Talks Because Of | office recently invaded radio with its 


program producing staff. Idea was 


Religious Headaches | conceived and scripts will be turned 


Fred Allen will take on from that 
point, with Hollywood the broadcast 
source. 





out by Robert Lewis Shayon, brothe; 
of Sam Shayon, head of F & M’s 
radio department. 

Irving Price, Hearn’s director of 
publicity, declared that while his or- 
ganization has been approached with 
many presentations, it had audi- 
tioned only six pregrams. 


JOHNSON JOINS KH). 
IN BLOODWORTH SPOT 


WMCA, N. Y., has refused to carry 
the two one-hour talks delivered by | 
Judge Rutherford during the Watch- 
tower Society’s convention in Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, late in September. 
Talks will be aired over a special 
hookup of more than 60 stations 
around the country, fed out of the 
convention headquarters. 

Approached and asked to be the 
N. Y. outlet, WMCA at first expressed 
willingness albeit station for long has 
refused to carry Watchtower tran- 
scriptions. But when sponsor stalled 
on whether an advance peek at the 
scripts would be supplied, WMCA/| young & Rubicam on the Packard 
balked. show, joins station KHJ in produc- 

Already nearly 20 stations around /tion and continuity capacity. He 
the country have declined the two | succeeds James Bloodworth, who re- 
one-hour spiels by Judge Rutherford. | cently went to the William Esty 
A great many broadcasters maintain | agency. " 
an absolute ban on Watchtower pro- James Burton has been upped to 
grams because of their pronounced | chief announcer of same station and 
pro and con religious attitudes. two newcomers added to the spieling 

=e staff. Franklin Bingham and Floyd 
Mack, formerly with WLW, are new 
| announcers. 


Hollywood, Aug, 24, 
Walter Johnson, formerly with 





WSOC Reorg Ends 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 24. 


WSOC has completed its reorgani- 
zation and expansion, during which 
Charles Glenn Hicks, Jr., assistant 
program director for the past two 
years, was made program director 
and Dick Faulkner made assistant 
program director. 

Ron Jenkins has joined the staff, 
coming from WQAM, Miami, to serve 
as program department detail man. 
Paul W. Norris, former program di- 
rector, now heads a new merchan- 
dising department. 


WEIL Secretly Shifts 
Stuart to N. Y. Office 


Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 

In a move blanketed with a heavy 
cover of unexplained secrecy, WFIL 
has transferred headquarters of its 
commercial manager, Jack Stuart, 
from its Philly offices to its recently- 
opened N. Y. branch. General man- 
ager Don Withycomb will handle 
whatever is necessary of Stuart's 
work in Philly for the present. 

Frank A. Wellman, former Philly 
agency exec, who has been in charge 
of WFIL’s N. Y. office since its es- 
tablishment about a month ago, will 
remain to handle accounts for the 
Quaker State network, a 20-station 
regional which Withycomb is at- 
tempting to build from a loose web 
set up during the past political cam- 
paign to a real commercial combine. 








NBC’s Chi Additions 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Program department at NBC here 
got a couple of additions. Ralph 
Maddox comes in from WJDX, Miss., 
where he was production director 
and barker, to join the production 
staff. 

William C. Hodapp has left Indiana 
University, where he was dramatic 
instructor, to scribble with the local 
NBC continuity corral. 





Kid Singer’s Commersh 
Augusta, Ga., Aug. 24. 

Mae Parrish, 1l-year-young swing 
singer, has a commercial program 
of her own on WRDW. Sponsor is 
General Clothing Store; period is a 
Friday quarter-hour program com- 

mencing Sept. 3 for 16 weeks. 
Girl will be assisted by piano- 





Two series of quarter-hour tran- 
scribed dramas, one entitled ‘Such 
Is Life’ and featuring comedian Will 
King and his wife, Claire Starr, the 
other tabbed ‘Swamp Caesar’ and 
produced by a new company headed 
by Sam Moore, are being cut by Ti- 








broadcast several of the preliminary 
events on Sept. 4 and 5, originating | 
with CKLW here. 
“CKLW will set up mikes at De- | 
troit Yacht Club pier and on a pri-| 
vate dock overlooking one of turns. | 








Marvel Ciggies Going 


For Football Commentary. 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Beginning with the football season, | 
WBBM’s ‘Sports Huddle’ goes for 
Marvel cigarettes on a three-a-week | 
schedule, according ‘to the deal/| 
signed by Aitkin-Kynett agency. 

Show, a sports commentary, is 
written by Jim Cruisenberry, and 


rington., 


Bentley as ‘Bob’ 


Spencer Bentley, former legit 
juvenile and more recently actor- 
announcer in radio, last week was 
signed to long term pact to play the 
role of ‘Bob’ in ‘Betty and Bob’ 
sketches emanating from Chicago 
and sponsored by General Mills. 

Blackett, Sample & Hummert, 
Chicago rep, made selection after 
series of auditions in N. Y. Brisco 
& Goldsmith agency spotted Bentley. 





Gayle Grubb, manager WKY, and 
Neal Barrett, manager KOMA, Okla- 
homa City, have been named to a 
public relations committee in an in- 
tensified drive of the Oklahoma City 





scrupulous trade practices. 


done by Pat Flanagan and John Har- 


Better Business Bureau against un- | 


tan Productions in Frisco. 


plunking of Al Curie. 











.. Oklahoma’s crops are paying off the 
biggest returns in years. A $68,000,000 
wheat crop is already quickening the 
pulse of trade, The biggest cotton crop 
since 1933 is coming up. 


Oklahoma farmers are in the best buy- 
ing mood since 1929. Make them your 
customers by approaching them over 


the station to which most of them 
listen. 


Cnbahome lily 


Affliated with The Daily Oklahomag 


The Times, and The Farmer-Stockg 


= Representative 
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Excessive Wheaties Blurbs Irk 
B. B. Fans, Iwo Editors in Detroit 





Detroit, Aug. 24. 


Feud between H. G. Salsinger, 
sports ed of the Detroit News, 


and Malcolm W. Bingay, Free 
Press editorial director, over 
Wheaties’ baseball blurbs, took 
a farcical turn Monday (26) 


when Salsinger shipped Bingay 

a ease of the breakfast food fol- 

lowing latter’s blast at Salsinger 

for criticizing Wheaties air plugs. 

Bingay acknowledged the ‘gift’ 

in his daily column and signed 

off, ‘And that janitor of ours is 
on his way to becoming a Babe 

Ruth.’ 

Battle 1s on here over Wheaties 
blurbs on local baseball broadcasts, 
and situation packs plenty of dyna- 
mite. Thus far, General Mills has 
received gobs of free publicity in 
that portion of the controversy rag- 
ing in two local dailies, but figures 
to lose plenty when contract re- 
newals come around next season. 
Censiccred likely GM may even lose 
joint sponsorship with White Star 
of the Detroit Tiger games next 
spring; at least, serious pruning of 
commercials will be written in new 
contracts. 

Controversy between sponsor and 
WWJ and WXYZ, which feed games 
throughout Michigan, has been cn 


since season started, bui flared into | 


open warfare last week when H. G. 
Salsinger, sports ed of Detroit News 
(parent of WWJ), belted the ‘clap- 
trap that has spoiled airings every 
other game this season.’ White 
Star Refining and Wheaties alter- 
nate on broadcasts. 
Salsinger’s article, 
Announcers Harry 
Ty Tyson and the two. stations, 
branded Wheaties’ blurbs as ‘more 
frequent, prolonged and bizarre than 
the plugs of a wagon show barker 
extolling the virtues of rattlesnake 
oil.’ Cited various moneys allegedly 
paid ball players to endorse break- 
fast food, and declared: Hank Green- 


Heilmann 








whitewashing 
and | 





berg, Tiger first baseman, had re- 
fused to endorse stuff ‘because he 
wanted $1,000 when he heard Frank 


Crossetti, of the N. Y. Yanks, got 
$300.’ 
Salsinger praised White Star’s 


‘intelligent and dignified’ plugs, and 
called on American 


League’s coor- | 
dinator to bridle the Wheaties 
‘palderdash.’ 

Next day Malcomb W. Bingay, 


editorial director of Detroit Press, 
who has taken pot-shots at Sal- 
singer in past, picked up the cudgel 
in his ‘Good Morning’ column and 
blasted not only Salsinger but also 
the ‘annoying’ blurbs of radio in 
general. Free Press is one of the 
few dailies left which fails to recog- 
nize radio as anything but an up- 
start. 

Readers have likewise been con- 
demning excessive blurbs since that 
time, but the real battle is raging 
between stations and client. Latter. 
through Knox, Reeves agency, has 
been protesting to station execs 
since start of season on ‘scarcity’ of 
plugs for Wheaties during the base- 
ball airings. Whereas White Star 
requires only three spiels per game 
—opening, seventh inning, and 
closing, General Mills wants a mini- 
mum of 15 plugs per game 
maximum of 50. 

Antagonism of Detroiters against 
excessive Wheatie blurbs is based on 
fact localities have been accustomed 
to White Star’s policy the past few 
years. Latter, which had local field 
to itself for three years, had to share 
it with GM this year and listeners 
haven’t been able to digest diet of 
one-ball, two-strikes and a blurb 


and a 





In Oklahoma Also 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 24. 
A baseball broadcast of games 
when the favorite team is hitting 
the rails is appreciated by all base- 
ball fans, but the General Mills 
sponsored broadcasts over KFXR, 
Oklahoma City, are beginning to 


make the fans mutter. 
The broadcasts are put on by the 


park announcer, Ed Shelton, and the 
station manager, Bob Ellison, with a 
wire service which Ellison has been 
coloring to such an extent that the 
average listener believes the station 
is broadcasting direct from the park 
in other cities. 

The first tip-offs came to most fans 
this year when nearby Dallas broad- 
casts direct from the Dallas park 
brought the ball games through 
their loudspeakers as much as an 
inning ahead of the supposed KFXR 
‘at-the-park’ spiel. In addition, they 


found most ‘brilliant plays’ de- 
scribed by KFXR as nothing more 





than pop-flies. 

During a previous year, KFXR 
|had stepped over the foul line in 
attempting to imply their broadcasts 
were coming directly from the park. 
|The team, however, went into a 
| red-hot playoff and Dixie series, and 
|fans learned otherwise when WKY, 
| Oklahoma City, decided to put the 
| games on the air, actually broad- 
|casting from the road-game parks. 

Ellison convinced the management 
of the ball club that it would be 


to do so. The club agreed, and WKY 
announcers were forced to erect 
broadcasting platforms on top utility 
poles outside the park and broad- 
cast through binoculars. Thus, when 
play-by-play descriptions were 
broadcast an inning ahead of 
alleged at-the-park broadcasts 


of what was going on. 


NBC Deal For Exclusive 
On Nat'l Air Races Cold 


Cleveland, Aug. 24. 
Speed and stunt events of the Na- 





poor gratitude to permit WKY men | 


the 
of | 
KFXR, fans got their first inkling | 


Scripps-Howard Wants In on Ohio i 
Again; Asks Inquiry on Storer Group 





Washington, Aug. 24. 


Renewed campaign of 
Howard interests to break 
Ohio radio field was signaled last 
week by a formal request for a 
Federal Communications Commis- 
}sion investigation into the possible 
| link between George B. Storer, 
|}owner of three local stations in Ohio 
and West Virginia, and the Com- 


Scripps- 
into the 





just received consent to build a 
Toledo station. 
In the 


new 


wake of the F.C.C.’s re- 
Scripps-Howard subsid, to erect a 
transmitter at Toledo, the newspa- 
per group attorneys, Paul M. Segal 
and George S. Smith, filed docu- 
ments voicing a suspicion that secret 
ties are responsible for the strange 
maneuvers of certain parties parti- 


cipating in the Ohio fight. Lawyers 





want to nullify the Commish de- 
cisions of July 2 denying removal of 
WALR from Zanesville to Toledo 
and giving Communit, the nod over 
Continental. Latter two applicants 
(100 watts on 1200) 


Backing up the allegations of skul- 
duggery registered nearly a year ago 
barristers urged the F.C.C. to fall 
back on its general inquiry powers 
and order a sweeping 
of the possibility that Community 
Broadcasting Co. is merely a stooge 
for Storer, who already owns WSPD 
at Toledo (operating on 1340). Fi- 





|nancial deals between Storer’s Fort 
|Industry Co. and Frazier Reams, 


tional Air Races will be broadcast | prez of Community, were cited as 


over four 
WHK and WJAY. NBC deal to tie 
up the Air Race broadcasts ex- 


bia locals stepped in through the 
civic committee behind air event. 

Highlight of the broadcast will be 
the Thompson Trophy speed race 
Sept. 6. 





Kay Thompson, back from a West 
Indies trip after leaving the Ches- 
terfield program, has been cast for 
the new Ed Wynn musical, ‘Hooray 
for What!’ 





clusively fell through, when Colum- | 


localsk—WTAM, WGAR, | requiring further ventilation to make 


sure that Storer isn’t acquiring, in 
effect, a second Toledo outlet. 
Attorneys’ Stance 


S-H attorneys pointed out that 
WSPD, controlled by Storer, origi- 


nally. fought vigorously to prevent 
WALR from shifting from Zanes- 
ville and entering Toledo, but that 
after Community Broadcasting Co. 
took an option on WALR with 
money borrowed from Storer, the 
WSPD opposition evaporated. Rec- 
ord showed that, after the WALR 





move had been approved and con- 


| tion at Toledo. 





' 
| 
| 


j 


| 
} 


| 





sent had been withdrawn at the 
instance of WJIM, Lansing, the To- 
ledo station owned by Storer filed 
an injunction suit in an attempt to 
block a hearing. Opposition was 
based on a fear of stiffer competi- 
Nearly a year later 
the suit was witpdrawn and, at the 
hearing on June 10, 1936, on twin 
applications of Community for a new 


munity Broadcasting Co., which has | Station permit and of WALR for re- 


the Storer interesis 


and inactive. 


moval, 
silent 


were 


Commenting on these changes of 


fusal to allow Continental Radio Co., | Position, Segal and Smith said ‘not- 


withstanding that the removal of 
WALR into Toledo had formerly 
been vigorously opposed both before 
the Commission and in the courts 
by WSPD, and notwithstanding that 
WSPD had been made a party re- 
spondent to the Tommunity applica- 
tion and had filed a formal answer as 
such respondent, WSPD made no ap- 
pearance at the rearing and made 
no opposition to the granting of the 
Community Broadcasting Co. appli- 
cation 

‘Fort Industry Co. and its prede- 
cesor, Toledo Broadcasting Co., 
fought most energetically before the 
Commission and the courts to avoid 
the establishment of another station 


ee | in Toledo, but with the obtaining of 
investigation | 


the eption upon WALR by Com- 
munity Broadcasting Co., -with 
money loaned without security by 
Fort Industry, WSPD gave up its 
opposition. Therefore it is sug- 
gested that Commun’'‘ty Broadcast- 


ing Co. was acting in this particular 
as agent or trustee for WSPD, and 
hence it was expected that WALR 
would ultimately become, or in fact 


| was, owned dy Fort Industry; or in 








the alternative some arrangement 
had been made between WSPD and 
the optioner of WALR to the effect 
that competition of the 100-watt sia- 
tion against WSPD would be kept 
within limits fixed by WSPD.’ 





Burgess Meredith and his wife, 
Margaret Perry, will guest on the 
Vallee show Sept. 2 in a sketch by 
Meredith. Mark Hanna set the deal, 
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FCC Sets Hearing On 


New Charlotte Station 





Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 24. 

Th2 Federal Communication Com- 
mission has tentatively cet Sept. 14 
as the daie for hearing testimony on 
the application of Carolinas Radio, 
Inc.. for the establishment of a new 
station here. This is the proposed 
station of the two Charlotte news- 
and News, a 


papers, the Observer 
combined enterprise to fight radio 
with radio 

The two newspapers filed the ap- 


plication last September. They asked 
the right to operate on 880 kilocycles 
and 500-1000 watts, unlimited time. 


WBT. Charlotte CBS outlet, has | 
taken no apparent interest in the 
matter. WSOC, local NBC station, | 


rstood to be preparing to ac- 
oppose the new licensing of 
Charlotte station. 


tical, 
Liveiy 


a tni 


CKLW’s 21 Hours on Air 


Detroit, Aug. 24. 
goes on a 21-hour daily 
Saturday (28) with in- 








CKLW 
schedule 


will run from 1 to 4 
Larry Gentile, brother of 
Gentile, will m.c. the 
chiefly of record- 


am, which 
da ly. 
‘Happy Joe’ 
consisting 


x | 


a.m 


show 
ings. 
Same station starts a series of 
thrice weekly quarter-hour  pro- 
grams Aug, 31 for Miller’s Jewelry. 
Tagged ‘Let’s Share the Day,’ show 
will include George S. Morrow, 
‘Hoosier Poet,’ Clyde Kelly, baritone, 
and Gordon Fleming, organist. 
CKLW’s ‘Quiet Sanctuary,’ con- 
ducted by Rev. M. C. Davies, returns 
to Mutual Aug. 30 on five-times-a- 
week schedule, half hour each. 





Sports for Athlete’s Foot 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
Young & Rubicam ad agency 
signed Norman Ross to do a weekly 
15-minute mid-evening sport talk on 
WMAGQ, for Ting. 
Product is new soother for ath- 
lete’s foot. 
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F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET 








DECISIONS 


Washington, Aug. 24. 

Arkansas: KARK, Arkansas Radio and Equipment 
Company, Little Rock, granted renewal of license on 
temporary basis only, subject to commish action on 
pending renewal application. 

California: KRKD, Radio Broadcasters, Los Angeles, 
petition of Frank P. Doherty, transferer, for dismissal 
without prejudice of applicant for authority to trans- 
fer control of corporation dismissed with prejudice, 
commish acting on its own motion on the basis of the 


| sworn statements in the petition. 


Florida: WFLA-WSUN, Clearwater Chamber of 
Commerce, Clearwater, granted modification of license 
to sever license now issued to joint licensees, in order 
to form two separate stations under the call letters 
WFLA and WSUN to operate specified hours (also 
granted voluntary assignment of license of WFLA to 
Florida West Coast Broadcasting Co., Inc.),. 

Georgia: WTOC, Savannah Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
Savannah, granted day power boost from 1 to 5 kw, 
changes in antenna and installation of new equipment; 
Radio Station WKEU, Griffin, application for change 
in frequency from 1500 to 1310 ke and power change 


| from 100 watts days to 100 watts all times dismissed 


| at request of applicants. 
auguration of the ‘Dawn Patrol’ pro- | 





Kentucky: WCMI, Ashland Broadcasting Co., inc. 
Ashland. application for change in frequency from 1310 
to 1120, juice-jump from 100 watts 250 watts 
days, to 250 watts nights, 1 kw days, dismissed at ap- 
plicant’s request. 

Louisiana: WDSU, Inc., New Orleans, request for 
new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, dismissed at request of appli- 
cants: WBNO, Coliseum Place Baptist Church, New 
Orleans, application for voluntary assignment of li- 
cense to WBNO. Inc., dismissed at request of applicants. 

Maryland: WFE.t, Baltimore Radio Show, Baltimore, 
power jump from 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, to 5 kw 
all times disinissed at applicant’s request. 

Minnesota: KVOX, Robert K. Herbst, Moorhead, 
granted day power boost from 100 to 250 watts and 
increase hours of operation to unlimited, 

Missouri: KFUO, Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Mis- 
souri, Clayton, granted renewal of license on temporary 
basis only subject to commish action on pending re- 
newal application; KSD, Pulitzer Publishing Co., St. 
Louis, granted renewal of license on a temporary basis, 
subject to commish action on application for renewal 
and application of KFUO, Clayton. 

New York: National Broadcasting Co., Inc., New York, 
granted extension of authority to transmit programs to 
Canadian stations CFCF and CRCT, and the Canadian 
Radio Broadcasting Commission also granted authority 
to transmit recorded programs to all broadcast sta- 
tions in Canada licensed to operate by the Canadian 
Government, which may be heard consistently in the 
U. S.;: Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc., granted ex- 
tension of authority to transmit programs to Canadian 
stations CFRB and CKAC, and to stations of Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp.; Hearst Radio, Inc., Albany, ap- 
plication for new station to be operated on 1240 ke 
with 1 kw dismissed at request of applicant. 

North Carolina: Carolinas Radio, Inc., Charlotte, ap- 
plication for new station to be operated on 880 ke with 
1 kw dismissed at applicant’s request. 

Ohiz: W8XNU, Crosley Radio Corp., Cincinnati, 
granted increase in power from 200 watts to 1 kw. 

Oklahoma: WKY Radiophone Co., Oklahoma City, 
application for experimental relay broadcast station 
dismissed at applicant’s request. 

Pennsylvania: WIP, Pennsylvania Broadcasting Co., 
Philadelphia, granted extension of special authority 
to operate with 1 kw from Sept. 1 to March 1, 1938. 

Vermont: WDEV, Charles B. Adams, administrator 
of Harry C. Whitehill estate and executor of Mary M. 
Whitehill estate, Waterbury, granted renewal of li- 
cense on a temporary basis only, subject to action on 
application for license renewal and upon application 
of WBZA, Boston. 

Washington: KGA, Louis Wasmer, Spokane, applica- 
tion for frequency change from 550 to 950 ke and de- 
crease in night power from 5 to 1 kw dismissed at 
appiicant’s request; Evening News Press, Inc., Port 
Angeles, application for new station to be operated on 
1400 ke with 250 watts dismissed at request of appli- 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


California: KHUB, Anna Atkinson, executrix, Wat- 
sonville, voluntary assignment of license from Anna 
Atkinson to John P. Scripps. 

Georgia: WAYX, Waycross, voluntary assignment of 
construction permit and license from Waycross Broad- 
casting Co. to Jack Williams. 


nights, 





Illinois: Champaign News-Gazette, Inc., Champaign, 
~ a 


new relay broadcast station to be operated on 1,606, 
2,022, 2,102 and 2,758 ke with 100 watts. 

Kentucky: Kentucky Broadcasting Corp., Louisville, 
new station to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days; Ashland Broadcasting Co., Ash- 
land, new relay broadcast station to be operated on 
31,100, 34 600, 37,600 and 40,600 ke with 10 watts. 

Minnesota: National Battery Broadcasting Co., St. 
Paul, new relay broadcast station to. be operated on 
1,622, 2,058, 2,150 and 2,790 ke with 2 watts. 


WSAI, Cincy, Adds 11 


New Commersh Accounts 





Cincinnati, Aug. 24. 

Eleven new commercial accounts 
for WSAI, occupying eight and 
three-quarter hours weekly, have 
been set. Most of them get going 
the fore part of next month and in. 
clude transfers from NBC-blue 
WCKY. WSAI is the local outlet for 
NBco’s red network. Periods left 
vacant on WCKY will be filled by 





Missouri: Commercial Radio Equipment Co., Kansas 
City, new high frequency station to be operated on 
31,600, 35.600, 38,600 and 41,000 ke with 250 watts. 

Nebraska: Woodmen of the World Life Insurance | 
Assn., Omaha, new relay broadcast station to be oper- 
ated on 1,622, 2,058, 2,150 and 2,709 ke with 100 watts. | 

New York: WFAB, Fifth Avenue Broadcasting Corp.., | 
New York, voluntary assignment of license from Fifth | 
Avenue Broadcasting Corp. to Debs Memorial Radio 
Fund, Inc.;: WESG, Cornell University, Ithaca, change | 
frequency from 1040 ke to 850 ke and hours of opera- 
tion from 6 a. m. to sunset at Hot Springs to 6 a. m. 
to sunset at New Orleans; World Wide Broadcasting 
Corp., New York, new international broadcast station 
to be operated on 6040, 11.790, 15,250 ke, with 10,000 
watts. 

North Carolina: James F. Hurley, Jr., Salisbury, new 
daytime transmitter to be operated on 1500 kc with 100 
watts. 

Ohio: Cuyahoga Valley Broadcasting Co., Cleveland, 
new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts; | 
Cuyahoga Valley Broadcasting Co., Warren, new 
tion to be operated on 1200 kc with 100 watts. 

Oklahoma: Ardmoreite Publishing Co., Inc., Ardmore, 
change equipment and boost power from 100 watts to 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Oregon: KMED, Mrs. W. J. Virgin, Medford, boost 
power from 250 watts to 1 kw and install new trans- 
mitter; KAST, Astoria Broadcasting Co., Astoria, 
change equipment, boost power from 100 watts to 100 
watts nights 250 watts days; change frequency from 
1370 ke to 1200 ke and change hours of operation from 
days to unlimited. 

Tennessee: WSIX, Inc., Nashville, install new trans- 
mitter and boost power from 100 watts to 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days; WDOD Broadcasting Corp., 
Chattanooga, authority to determine operating power 
by direct measurement of antenna. 

Texas: KABC, Alamo Broadcasting Co., Inc., San 
Antonio, authority to transfer control of corporation 
from Ethel Bowen Barret, Thurman Barrett, R. E. 
Willson, Louise Hillje Taylor, Henry Lee Taylor and 
Harvis H. Hillje to Elliott Roosevelt, 1,000 shares com- 
mon stock. 

Utah: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
Salt Lake City, new international broadcast station 
to be operated on 15,250, 21,460, 6,020 and 9,510 and 
11,710 ke with 50 ke (using 6020 daytimes, but remain- 
ing silent nights when interference might occur to 
DJC, Zeesen, Germany, and operating on 9510 ke only 
at such times when interference is not caused to ser- 
vice of GSB, Daventry, England). 

Virginia: Arlington Radio Service, Inc., Arlington, 
new station to be operated on 1140 kc with 1 kw, days 
only. 

Wisconsin: Madison Broadcasting Co., Madison, new 
station to be operated on 1450 kc with 250 watts, using 
directional antenna. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Ohio: Fifth U. S. special broadcast station may locate 
at Akron, providing commish agrees with favorable 
repert of Examiner John P. Bramhall on the applica- 
tion of Summit Radio Corporation for a transmitter 
to be operated on 1530 ke ribbon with 1 kw. 

President and manager of proposed station would be 
S. Bernard Berk, lawyer and wholesaler of radio equip- 
ment. Program of high fidelity research and experi- 
mentation was outlined by applicant, together with 
an extensive commercial and sustaining schedule. 
Special study of listener response would high-light 
high-fidelity tests. 

With $41,400 to spend on construction and equipment 
of the proposed station, Berk estimated probable an- 
nual income at $36,000. Cost of operation, however, 
would approximate $30,000 a year and $12,200 per 
annum has been set up under contract for two years 
of research and experiment. Monthly payroll and ex- 
penses would run around $2,624, Berk figured. More 
than $70,000 is on hand for initial costs, 

Granting of Summit Radio’s request would establish 
fifth special broadcast station in the country—third to 
operate on 1530 ke. According to Bramhall’s report, 
WBRY, Waterbury, Conn., and KXBY, Kansas City, 
Mo., sharing the requested ribbon, would not be ad- 
versely affected by the okay. 

_ Attorneys representing the applicant were Louis G. 
Caldwell, Donald C. Beelar and Ralph S. Fowler. 
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MLS” 


when 


der sponsorship 
Bakery. 
of James Jewell, 
director, employs 
who’ve been 


the ground up. 
Program, 
been only a 


Broadway-Capitol 
United Detroit 
houses. 


Stretching Det. Juve | 


Program to 1 Hour) 

Detroit, Aug. 24. 
WXYZ’'s ‘Children’s Theatre of the 
Air,’ on station past vear or so, will 
be lengthened to a one-hour 
it returns to the 
summer layoff Sunday, Sept. 12, un- 


Juve show, under direction 


trained 
tion’s policy of building taient from 


which 
half-hour 
originated from stage of Regent the- | 
atre, may be moved downtown to the 


New Lotion Sponsor 





Pacquin Laboratories (hand cream) 
will do its first radio advertising 
with a series of five-min, transcrip- 


' 
rf 
show | ,. ‘ 
air after a} tions, carded for about two dozen 
< « . 
| Stations across the country. Discs 
“ : will be spotted i: ‘time i 
at. Doc ‘Seek I 1 daytime, using 


song and patter team of Grace and 
Eddie Albert. NBC 


scaling abricanne.s Artists Service 
WXYZ dramatic placed the talent; NBC is doing the 
about 50 kids 3 
waxing, 
through sta- 


Stations on which the transcrip- 


tions will be placed are now being 


new NBC biz programs. 


Additions to the WSAI schedule 
are: 

Pillsbiry Flour Mills, ‘Today 
Children’ strips quarter-hour show 


starting Sept. 9. 

Sterling Products, ‘Lorenzo Jones’ 
strip 15-minute 
Sept. 10 

Energine’s Sunday afternoon half- 
hour program starting Sept. 12. 

Marion Talley’s Rye Crisp Sunday 
evening 30-minute show 
Sept. 12. 

Bowey’s Chocolate Milk ‘While the 
City Sleeps’ series, 15 minutes Mon- 


Stanza Starting 


starting 


day, Wednesday and Friday after- 
noons starting Sept. 10. 
Ralston Products new Orphan 


Annie program, strip, 15 minutes in 
afternoon starting Sept. 9. 

Dr. Miles, Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, 7:15 to 7:30 p.m. starting 
Sept. 10. 

General Electric’s ‘Hour of Charm’ 


Monday night, 30-minute program 
starting in September. A move-over 
from WLW. 

Packard Hour, 9:30 to 10:30 p.m 


Tuesdays starting Sept. 7. 

Lutheran Hour, formerly on WLW 
and off during the summer, revives 
Oct. 24 for a 4:30 to 5 p.m. Sunday 
series. 

Lewis Hotel Training School, a 
newcomer for Tuesday and Thurs- 
day night quarter-hour spots start- 
ing time not set. 


NBC’s New N.W Outlet 


KMED, Medford, Ore., joins NBC 
as an affiliate Sept. 15. 250-watter, 
on full time, will be a supplementary 
outlet affixed to either the red or 
blue web, something which has not 
as yet been determined by NBC. 

It is the first network affiliation 
for the station owned and operated 
by Mrs. W. J. Virgin. 











Orchestra 


2ND YEAR 


Viennese Roof 
HOTEL ST. REGIS 


NEW YORK 





















BROADCASTING 
7TH YEAR FOR 
BLACKETT - SAMPLE 
HUMMERT, INC. 


NACIN 








JAC QUES 











selected by the William Esty agency. 


NBC NETWORK 














AGENCY 


Harry Lytle has joined announcing | 
staff at WCOL, Columbia | 


heretofore has 
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© a series of 16 participations on the 
encie nsors Tuesday and Friday ‘Morning Host- 
ess’ programs over KFRC, San Fran- 
cisco. 
, ( Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas) 
Henry Busse orch renewed on Mar- {starting Friday (27) for a three-a-| Philee Radie & Television Corp. of . 
(shampoo) weekly quarter- | week 15-minute gallop at 6:45 p.m. | California will begin Sept. 6 a series iy) 
pour program aired Sunday morn- of 16 weekly transcribed programs, Ba Pict of 38,000 
ings over NBC-red. Program origi-| Richardson's U-All-No Mints is|‘Who Killed Cock Robin?’ over Russell, Colbert, nkhead Chicago. 


nates in Chicago and is ozoned over 
li-station spread. Baggley, Horton 
& Hoyt, Chicago, agency. 





Chalmers Gelatine getting its first 
air campaign with a spread of spots 
on stations in east and south. Ar- 
mand S. Weill, Buffalo, agency 
placing. 





Angeles Soap Co. 
King) will have five five-minute 
programs per week on KSO, Des 
Moines, through the Barnes Chase 
Co., Los Angeles. 


Les 


Foreman & Clark are taking three 
news flashes daily on KRNT, Des 
Moines, starting Aug. 26. Account 
js through Allan Firce-‘pne, St. Paul. 





Omar Mills, Inc., Omaha, will use 


a new transcribed series, ‘Your Home | 


Town,’ Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day, 15 minutes on WHO, Des 
Moines. Handled by J. Walter 
Thompson. 


Leck, Inc., published by the Des 


Moines Register and Tribune, is 
taking six one-hour programs per 
week on KRNT, Des Moines, and 


WMT, Cedar Rapids and Waterloo, 
Register and Tribune owned stations. 
on a musica] clock type of program 
from 11:00 p.m. until midnight. 
Schwimmer & Scott of Chicago han- 
dle the account. 





Seuthside Furniture Coe., airing 15- | 


mins, six-a-week over 


cago. 


WJJD, Chi- 





‘Ace Williams,’ transcribed kid 


serial for W. E. Long ad agency’s 


bakery accounts, set for 
week ride on KGMB, Honolulu. 





Riverview Amuse. Park, Chicago, 
going on the air for a special cam- 
paign to plug the last weeks of the 
emusement season. Set through 
Lou Cowan, program will ride on 
WGN, Chicago Tribune _ station, 


(White | 


three-a- | 





placing a spot announcement cam- 
paign through N. W. Ayer. 





Reliance Manufacturing Co., Chi- 
cago, is now sponsoring over WGY, 
Schenectady, a daily, quarter-hour 
| hillbilly, transcribed musical clock. 








Jim Ceominos, of Batten-Barton- 
| Durstine & Osborne, in Chicago 
checking General Mills’ ‘Hymns of 
| All Churches’ program as one of the 
| first jobs to be done by BBD&D in 
taking over Generals Mills public- 
ity 


Slip’ Mad@igan, grid coach of St. | 


| Mary’s College, will air a series of 
weekly talks on football over KFRC 
San Francisco, starting Friday, Sept 
17, at 7:15 p.m. PST, with Kaufman’s 
_men’s clothing store footing the bill 
|Mikeman Herb Allen will quiz 
Madigan during the quarter-hour 
| sessions. Agency is Frank Wright & 
Associates. 


Marin Dell Milk Co. has renewed 

for one year its tyro shows con- 
ducted by Budda (Dean Maddox) 
over KFRC, San Francisco. J. J. 
Tissier agency handled. 
Diamond Palace, through 
| Allied agency, has a nine-month con- 
tract with KYA, San Francisco, for 
daily 50-word announcements. 


Swiss 





Grand Prize Beer is sponsoring a 
new two-hour Saturday night dance 
|party over KMAC, San Antonio, from 
| 10:30 to 12:30. 





| Lament Corliss & Co., through J. 
| Walter Thompson, has signed fo1 
| twice-weekly quarter-hour partici- 
pations in the ‘Woman’s Magazine of 
the Air’ over the basic coast NBC- 
Red outlets) KPO, KHQ, KOMO, 
KGW and KFI, from San Francisco, 
starting Nov. 3 for 26 weeks. Prod- 
uct is Danya hand lotion, 








Fruzert Co., through Emil Rein- 
hardt agency, Oakland, is sponsoring 





KFRC, San Francisco, and the Don 
Lee network. 





Gas Appliance Society of Cali- 
fornia, through Jean Scott Frickel- 
ton, will sponsor daily one-minute 
weather reports over KGO, San 
Francisco, for three weeks starting 
Aug. 25 Also on KYA through 
Sept. 5 





‘Campana First Nighter,’ for Cam- 
pana cosmetics, renewed over NBC 
red for another year. Playlet series 
jis fed out of WMAQ, Chicago, on 
Sunday nights, 10-10.30 p.m. Aubrey 
|Moore & Wallace the agency. 





Schaefer 
tumn from 
New York-only Thursday night half- 
hour. Begins over the NBC-red sta- 
tion on Sept. 9. Talent remains same, 
Leo Reisman’s orch and Ray Heath- 
erton. 


Beer switches this au- 





acpi 

| Sears Roebuck Co. has signed fo 
a series of man-on-the-street broad- 
casts over WWNC, Asheville, N. C 
handled by Program Director 
| McIntosh. 

hae 


; 

| Benton & Bowles has auditioned a 
new dramatic show with guest stars 
for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet. 


Ezra 


Black Horse Brewery wil! air the 
Intercollegiate and Big Four foot- 
ball games over a Canadian hookup 
this fall. Vickers & Benson, of 
Montreal and Toronto, is the agency. 


Barney’s men’s clothing store, N. 
Y., has placed contracts for six 30- 
minute and seven 15-minute shows, 
plus a series of spot announcements, 
on WMCA, N. Y. Also seven 30- 
minute and six 15-minute shows. 
plus spot announcements on WNEW. 
N. Y.- Both deals are for a year. 
Emil Mogul, of the Alvin Austin 
agency, handling deal. 





WOR to WEAF for its | 





Set for ‘Silver Theatre’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Rosalind Russell, with a quartet 
of appearances, Claudette Colbert, 
with six, have been signed for guest 
spots on the ‘Silver Theatre’ broad- 
cast originating here Oct. °. 
| Tallulah Bankhead will do a series 
|of dramatic casts to be produced by 
'Young & Rubicam agency. 





'3 Ex-Insull Outlets. 


| Start Operating Own 
Regional Net Sept. 1 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
New regional net, Wisconsin 
| Broadcasting Co., comprised of three 
|stations of the defunct Affiliated 
|(Insull) Broadcasting Co., will get 


| going Sept. 1, with KFIZ, Fond du | 


iLac, as the key. 

| In addition to KFIZ, the net will 
jhave WHBY, Bay: WIBU, 
Poynette, and are to 
Wausaw Eau 
|Racine, and 
| start-off. 


Green 
plans 
Claire, Janesville, 
Milwaukee before 


According to Lynn Fairbanks. 
|\KFIZ head, new web will begin 
operations with Sims Co., Min- 
first commercial, and 


 neapolis, as 
|will interchange sustainers as well 
| Rate card and program line-up are 
ito be issued this week. 


Kent’s Spot Still Open 
Detroit, Aug. 24. 
No successor has been chosen as 
yet to replace M. E. Kent, commer- 
|cial manager at WJBK here, who 
was appointed last week as general 





manager of Toledo’s new station, 
WTOL. 

Kent had been with WJBK the 
past five years. 

George Jaspert, of KYW _ sales 
staff, recuperating from appendix 





slicing. 


add | 





| each 


Baseball school, which has been 
carried on in the Municipal parks 
here by the Kellogg-WJJD broad- 
cast, wound up Monday (23) with a 
broadcast of the game played by two 
teams selected from the 38,000 kids 
that attended. Game was held at 
Wrigley field, and on an open day in 
the National League schedule, thus 
making it the only baseball airing 
of that afternoon. 

Game is culmination of the ex- 
tensive merchandising campaign car- 


ried on all season by N. W. Ayer for 
Kellogg. In broadcasts, guest an- 
nouncers have been the rule and 


have included those intended to draw 
kid audiences. Name players of the 
game and Joe E. Brown helped John 
Harrington with the spiels, all under 
supervision of Lou Fonseca. 





Statien’s Power Buildups 
Omaha, 


Problem of publicizing marked 
set-up in wattage of KOIL is being 
handled by Bruce Wallace and Don 
Finlayson. Angle of attack is in- 
creased coverage to be gained when 
new transmitter is inaugurated in 
mid-Septembe: 

Their plan is to celebrate KOIL 
Day in each of some 10 towns in 
nearby Omaha trade territory in 
which station has been a weak sister, 
but in which will blast loudly with 
increased wattage. Half-hour bally- 
hoo will go on from each town, two 
day for five combining local 
talent with station staff members. 
Mobile unit is being run into each 
town, where it will pick up via short 
wave broadcast from airplane over- 
head describing town. revious to 
running off these half-hours, station 
is having an Editor's Day when 
weekly owners in all of these towns 
will be brought to Omaha, fed, en- 
tertained and shown the new trans- 
mitter. 





Chew and Be Happy 
Chicago. 

As producer for Wrigley’s ‘Poetic 
Melodies,’ Walter Preston lines the 
long first floor corridor of the Wrig- 
ley building with easels, spaced 
about 10 feet apart. On the easels 
are blow-ups of Wrigley magazine 
advertising, with Franklyn McCor- 
mick, the show’s star, getting a by- 


(Continued on page 49) 














“THE MOTHER OF AMERICA” 


AVING for its purpose the placing of orphan children in the homes of the 
nation, by legal adoption. This outstanding copyrighted radio feature by 
Walter White, produced by Warner Bros. Broadcasting Corp. in Hollywood, 
and starring the Mother of America—MAY ROBSON—is loaded with pathos, 


laughter, joy and entertainment. 


Opening the homes of America for you! 


MAY ROBSON 


“The Doorway to Happiness’ 


The newest weekly radio feature that will be the talk of the country! 


ACKED and supported by Federal and state agencies “THE DOORWAY TO 
HAPPINESS” is a guarantee to open the doors of the nation’s homes to you 


ITS READY 


and your product! 


Contact NOW ! 
Mr. Albert Joyce, at The Waldorf, Warner Bros. KFWB Representative 


Exclusive Sales Agent for 
“THE DOORWAY TO HAPPINESS”! 
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= ne ae 
» ° songs lack, Crosby’s vocal style pro- 
vides, John Scott Trotter is now » ] 
ISc PVIEWS batoning for the ‘groaner,’ instead of a t S 
his former faves, Jimmy Dorsey or 
Georgie Stoll. 
By Abel Green Jimmy Dorsey has waxed three of 
the above Crosby tunes, plus ‘After 
; 2 377-8, in stri n : 
You’ on Decca 1377-8, in strict dance Looks Like Rain........ aaa, 
, style with Bob Eberle and Don Mat- 

The new Victor and Bluebird re-| valier of Gallic barytones. He has teson vocalizing. Done with the Sailboat in the Moonlight RoSRE esa Dee sete age = SM 
cordings have been aliered in tr dine a nice style and packs not a little usual Dorsey eclat. ey UNE ye ok ke. dl ee ee. lh 
marked legend, as have also their| vocal s.a., which sous a Brother Tommy Dorsey and his Seca TAR a 
envelopes, to indicate a ‘restricted| catch on. Attale or Rosset Yau>| Clambake Seven on the competitive|}] Merry-Go-Round. Broke Down ...........+++++++e«+Harms 
use notice,’ primed to curb the use| don-Revel) and ‘Can orget You?’| Victor 25647 adheres to the same *Whi in the Task 

; : a nes al ocal < : ispers in the Dark .,....csccccsecccessevececeees Famous 
of the new series of disks for broad-| (Kern) are made-to-measure vocal! ines ‘Dance’ and ‘After You,’ also *] Know Now Remick 
cast purposes. Idea is to limit them| chores for his manner of singing. from. the Crosby film, and with eevcevens treerseseeseereserececcsceees sRemick 
to home usage only and thus stymie|} Victor 25643. Edythe Wright vocalizing, gives out Gone With the Wind weeases seececseesceseevevecees BELIIN 
the hinterland broadcasting stations Willie Smith (yclept The Lion),} ..ot-hot stuff in the manner which Miller’s Daughter Marianne ........seeeeeeeeeeeee. Shapiro 
because of the wide etherization of) who tickles a mean piano solo, has 4] has advanced Dorsey into a big disk My Cabin of Dreams........ Sexe abeeenbe ees eoceeess BOP 
lisks, to the detriment of sales, art- and surrounding him — A 4 seller of late *Sweet Leilani ...... ICSE IH ivanies ati idcds col ee 
ists, etc yaa re ( IDs G The joo +E A 1 With’ y a | For the cats strictly: Count Basie Ee Se eae a Pe ee eee et + +eee-Chappell 

ase rs ‘ 5 nis renesti A l e ( inter OUT-| rehe . amy ’ ‘TT icte | owen. £ “e : 

Jesse Crawford and orchestra, z y Stamping Ground, | 224 his orchestra’ jammin Listen,|] ¢Pirst Time I Saw You. oocccoccccccccccccnccccee iain, Se 
featuring Helen Crawford a ‘The ( tamping Ground.’| Wy Children. and You Shall Hear’ | Starduat ne M : 
console and Bob Murray on the O’ Neill sane does the vocals, but} and Smarty.’ both from ‘Double or| Stardust ON the MOON wessessceeseesseeeseees cocee so MATES 
vocals. have a brace of bright fox- Willie Smith’s swingo opportu-| odica? casal to Deena sien TE ECE a ee cane nae ..Words and Musi 

oe ’ . >=» . bs . IN¢ [ 4 A Jd 5S») i P 
trots on Bluebird 7105-7 Mrs.} nities by and large that register. | which certainly proves that when| * Indicates filmusical song. t Indicates stage production song. The 
Crawford contributes the organtog Richard Himber = his Ritz-Carl-| Crosby introduces a song, that’s all | others are pops. 
interludes, a colorful interruption tO/ ton Orchestra (a billing still re-|the others wanna know, because} ll aes 

nthe straight foxtrotol BY and Craw-| tained. although he’s been out of the lthey all wax ’em. Then there is| —_— 
ford, forsaking his own Wurlitzering| Ritz for years, and is better known! Edgar Hayes, with ‘High. Wide and| 18 | N P M 
for the baton, has turned out some) on the radio via Studebaker, Lucky Handsome’ and ‘Satan Takes a Holi- | 7 ow ro gr. 


very bright dansapation with ‘Me,| Strike, etc.), smoothly performs ‘Till 
Myself and I’ and ‘Dancing Under | the Clock Strikes Three’ (Billy Hill) 
the Stars, on one couplet; ‘After! and ‘So Many Memories’ (Harry 
You’ and ‘It’s the Natural Thing tO} Woods) on Victor 25645. Stuart Al- 
Do’ on the other, Latter brace are} jen vocalizes and Himber plays his 
both from the new Crosby picture.| cymphonic syncopation with svelt- 
‘Double or Nothing.’ ness and dispatch. 

Benny Goodman’s Quartet cuts up Bing Crosby has waxed four from 


with ‘Avalon’ (old Al Jolson-Vincet his new ‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) 
Rose tune) and ‘The Man I te 4 . yn Decca 1375-6. ‘Smarty’ and ‘Moon 
(Ira and George Gershwin), on Vic-| Got in My Eyes’ are one pair; ‘It’s 
tor 25644, the clarinet, vidranarp,] the Natural Thing to Do’ and ‘All 
piano and drums.making for a neat} You Want to Do Is Dance’ the other. 


Hampton’s vibra-| Although Johnny Burke-Arthul! 
clarinet and| Johnston, Ralph Freed-Burton Lane, 
and Sam Coslow-Al Siegal collabed 

Jean Sablon, whom NBC-Vi yn the entire score, there isn’t much 
RCA have been plugging on the air} outstanding to the tunes. ‘Dance’ 
and disks, is the Crosby-Vallee-Che-! sounds the most likely, but what the 


brand of swingo. 
phone, Goodman’ s 
Krupa’s drums stand out per us ren 
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LOVE IS ON THE AIR TONIGHT 


OLD KING COLE 


ON WITH THE DANCE 


MOONLIGHT ON THE CAMPUS 


WE’RE WORKING 


I OUR WAY THROUGH COLLEGE Vv 
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IT’S HERE! 


JOSEPHINE 


The Surprise 
Novelty Hit! 





By 

GUS KAHN and WAYNE KING 
(Writers of “Goofus’’) 

And BURKE BEVINS 





LEO FEIST,Inc.. @ 1629 Broadway 


wow ee _— 


@® New York 

















day.’ Larry Clinton’s swing classic. 
Respectively. Decca 1379 and 1382. 

he Dixieland Swingsters give out 
‘Swingster’s Lullaby’ and ‘Touched 
in the Head’ on Bluebird 7109; 
Bunny Berigan and his orchestra 
jam ‘Turn on the Red Hot Heat’ and 
‘Let “Er Go’ (‘Larry Clinton-Julian 
Kay) on Victor 25646, Gail Reese 


the former; ‘My Secret Love ‘Affair 
(new ‘Thin Ice’ excerpt, 20th-Fox- 
Henie filmusical), backed by ‘Little 
Fraternity Pin,’ out of WB 
Show,’ as the second brace of tunes 
Ralph Fay and Dorothy Goff do the 
vocal chores 








NO PIC, SHOW 
TUNES IN IST 5 


For the first time fn many months 
the first five rungs of the best sheet- 
seller list last week were held by 
tunes having neither film nor stage 
production connections. Another un- 
usual angle was that. of the 15 songs 
in the list, 10 were straight pop 
numbers. 

Only two picture songs were in- 
cluded in the first 10 while the re- 
maining numbers of that description 
rated Nos. 11, 12 and 13 





Pubs Now Blame Swing 
For Poor Biz; Claim 
Jamming Distorts Music 





Every time the music biz bogs 
down the publishers squawk. It’s 
either Hollywood, the radio, con- 
ditions, the weather or almost any- 
thing that fits the alibi situation. 
The swing bands are the fave brunt- 
carriers this week. 

The summer one-nighters always 
boom, with dance pavilions, ete., at- 
tracting the tourists, and the current 
lesser combos are still very swingo 
and still jammin’ out their dansapa- 
tion. This refutes not only the idea 
of swing’s downbeat, but evidences 
that some of the lesser bands try to 
out-jam the name _ swingsters by 
putting the jam on real thick. 

As result, the tunes are completely 
distorted. Tommy Dorsey, Benny 
Goodman, et al, at ieast play the 
first chorus straight before going to 
town. All this is Tin Pan Alley-in- 
terpreted as giving the songs little 
chance to assert their qualities. 


Rubinoff to Guest 
With K. C. Symphony 


Upon completion of his current 
chore as conductor of the orch at the 
Carnival of the Lakes’ pageant of 
the Chicago Charter Jubilee, Rubin- 
off goes to Kansas City to appear 
as guest conductor and soloist with 
the Kansas City Philharmonic Or- 
| chestra for the Kansas City Jubilee 
in new auditorium there Sept. 12. 
} this will be a repeat date, he hav- 
} ing done a similar stint in K. C. last 
vear. 
| In addition to Rubinoff, the Jubi- 
| lee show in auditorium will include 
Eddy Duchin and Isham . Jones 
orchs, Alec Templeton, Benny Good- 
man, Gertrude Niesen, Edgar Ber- 
gen and other acts to be set by the 
Musie Corp. of America. Big show 
will be given with an 80c tap. 
| Bill Wallace doing daily five-min- 
ute ‘Answer Man’ turn for North 
High Savings and Loan Co yn 
WCOL,. Columbus 














vocalizing: and Hod Williams cuts} 
some more hot wax on Bluebir i 
7106-8 witl Night Over ee ai 

and ‘The Lady from 5th Aven on 


‘Varsity 




















Of D.D. & Gm N.Y. 


Chicago, Aug. 24 
Jesse Stool, who has been chief 
of the local Donaldson, Douglas &; 
Gumble office for several years, goes 


TRADE PACT 





Sheet music jobbers in New York |to New York as general professional] 
ure working under a new trade pact. | ™@#Maser of the firm, effective 
. a mediately 
} Ti Tr y ys) = 
The main stipulations in the agi €-! Chick Castle 
jment ban the granting of price dif-/ duties here. 
iferentials of any sort and the pre-| == —— a 


y | Payi ng of expressage 

Another thing that the jobbers 
jhave gotten together on is an in- 
crease of the margin on sheet music. | 
The difference between the publisher 
price and the jobber list figure used 
to be 2c. From now on the middle- 
man’s margin will be 3c. 













They’re Here 
“Why Talk About 
Love” 

“Big Chief Swing It” 
“The Rhumba Goes 
Collegiate” 


| secinteMbey Eda: * 


‘Touring Orchs Getting 
Clear Idea of Radio’s 


Influence on Natives 









ie etiietiinioated iaeteietieemaaiaeaanae 
New Songs Hits by 
POLLACK and MITCHELI 
From the forthcoming 20th | 
Century-Fox College Musical | 
“LIFE BEGINS IN 
COLLEGE” 


Sow 
4 _ 





en ae 
"OU Wood ,o™ 






Radio has been smartening up the | 
hinterlands to the degree that all 
the name bands now picking up that 
easy coin on one-nighters have found 
it compulsory to play their trade- 
marked arrangements note for note 
as when etherized. The crack swing 
bands too have found that their 
disks are closely studied by tha cats, 
and if the tunes aren’t jammed per 
recording, the customers think 
they’re being gypped. 

It usually takes the form of won- 
dering whether this is the real band 
being toured intact, or whether the Two New Hits! 
leader has picked up a combo some- 

wheres for his traveling dates. 


heres for his traveling da “OVER NIGHT” 
n Europe, this is even more 


acutely emphasized because the and 


jazz students abroad ctra-con- 
i r gk ois ait flee “MY SECRET 
LOVE AFFAIR” 


ments. 

Harry Tenney and Benny Alberts From the forthcoming 20iIn 
are no longer with the professional Century-Fox Musical, ‘THIN 
staff of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. ICE,” starring Sonja Henle 
Tenney had been with the firm for 
over 10 years, specializing in radio ‘A 
vocalists. 










OUYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY 
PHIL KORNHESER, Gen Mar 


ot ere om - 


SOVIETONE lop, 
&% 














MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO., Sole Agents 
1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


ACA BUILDING (RADIO CITY 


NEW YORK 


L. Wolfe Gilbert will publish ‘I | 
Want to Make Music’ and ‘In the| 
Name of Love,’ by Connie Lee, 
ee LeRoux and Al Heath. 
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7M. WITMARK & SONS RCA BLDG.,N.Y. HAROLD LEE Prof. Mgr.\ 


(277) APPLET LALLA LLL TTT eee PUCRT SHE VEVTEN HE EEte VERE EE RES SES \\ 








WALTER WANGER DOES IT AGAIN! 
This Time It's “VOGUES OF 1938” with These Song Hits 


THAT OLD FEELING 


By LEW BROWN and SAMMY FAIN 


LOVELY ONE 


By FRANK LOESSER and MANNING SHERWIN 


TURN ON THAT RED HOT HEAT 


By PAUL WEBSTER and LOUIS ALTER 


From the Pan American Casino Revue 


DON’T YOU KNOW OR DON’T YOU CARE 


LEO FEIST, INC. ® 1629 Broadway @ New York 
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Plussers Forming Own Organization 
To Suppress Bribery; Natl in Scope 





Publishers’ contact men are going 
through with the plan of setting up 
jheir own organization to suppress 
plug bribery, despite the forthcom- 
ing conference before the Federal 
Trade Commission on a _ proposed 
code of fair trade practices for the 
music industry. New organization 
will be known as the Professional 
Music Men’s Protective Association, 
Inc. It will be 
and have branches in Chicago and 
Los Angeles. 

The instigators of the protective 
association feel that professional 
contacteers must do something dras- 
tic to preserve their jobs. Major 
publishers have threatened to reduce 
their professional staffs to skeleton 
proportions and go in for unre- 
stricted paying unless the bribery 
and free arrangements .- situation 
were brought under control. 


national in scope 


ment with a publisher whose prac- 
tice is to pay off or make free ar- 
rangements. 

Outside of the fact that the mem- 
bers of one organization are eligible 
to join the other, the PMMA will 
have no connection with the already 
existent Professional Music Men, 
Inc. It will function strictly as a 
trade employee group, while the 
PMM will go on serving as a bene- 
i volent organization 
| 





KOUNTZ MOVES 
UP IN MPHC 
REORG 





Professional men are pretty much | 


agreed, say some of the better 
known figures in their ranks, that 
they must stick together on the pro- 
posed course of the PMMA if their 
functions and salaries are to be 
maintained. These spokesmen are 
confident that once the professional 
men are primed to the task, they can 
do away with the evils of music ex- 
ploitation, 

It is the intention of the PMMA to 
adopt its own code and make strict 
adherence mandatory to continued 
membership in the association. Vio- 
lations will be met with expulsion, 
and members of the association will 
be barred from accepting employ- 








GORDON and REVEL 


Sengs for the Smash Darry! 
Zanuck-20th Century Fox 
Production: 


“You Can’t Have 
Everything”’ 


om 


The swell score follows: 


| AFRAID TO DREAM 
THE LOVELINESS OF YOU 


YOU CAN'T HAVE 
EV’RYTHING 


PLEASE PARDON US— 
WE'RE IN LOVE 


DANGER— 
LOVE AT WORK 


Alse, Gordon and Revel’s great 





waltz 
| | HUM A WALTZ 
j from 20th Century’s 


“This Is My Affair’ 


Miccer AAusic, Inc. 


1270 Sixth Avenue 7 New York 


Music Publishers 
Warner 
the printing, 
operations of all its 


educational 


Holding Corp., 


standard 


units, with Richard 


tails of the reorganization 
made known to the staffs of the var- 
ious units by Edwin H. Morris, 
MPHC’s v.p. and gen. mgr., at a 
meeting in Chicago today (Wednes- 
day). Employees have been brought 
on from New York and Los Angeles 
for the gathering. 

Under the previous setup, Kountz 
managed solely the standard and 
educational business of M. Witmark 
& Sons, part of the MPHC group. 
His new job will extend this author- 
ity over the Remick, Harms, Inc., 
T. B. Harms and other catalogs con- 
trolled by Warners, with the result 
that the pop and standard divisions 
will function as distinct entities. 
Rocco Vocco is head man of the 
popular division. 

Reorg includes the taking on of 
more personnel in the standard and 
educational] division. 


SAM CUMMINS TIES UP 
‘SERENADE’ ROYALTIES 


Royalties due the Societa Anonima 
Musicale Bixio, of Milan, Italy, from 
Mills Music Corp., have been tied 
up by an order of attachment issued 
Thursday (19) by N. Y. supreme 
court. The Foreign & Domestic 
Music Corp. and Sam Cummins is 
suing Bixio for breach of contract 
in connection with the distribution 
rights in America of the Italian 
firm’s song, ‘Violino Tzigano,’ known 
in America as ‘Serenade in the 
Night.’ According to plaintiffs the 
Mills firm owes Bixio $4,350 as its 
share on sales of the song. 

Cummins claims he contracted for 
Foreign & Domestic in 1934 on a 50- 
50 basis to exclusively distribute 
Bixio’s output in North and South 
America and Canada. He avers the 
Italian publishers ran out on the 
agreement in 1936 when it signed up 
with Mills to handle the _ song, 

















‘Violino Tzigano.’ 














ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 


THE SEASON'S SONG SCOOP 


ISO RARE 


| The Sherman-Clay Hit Just Acquired by | 
Robbins—The Fastest Hit of the Season 


Bros. subsid, is centralizing | 
sales and distributing | 


and | 


Kountz heading up the division. De- | 
will be} 





Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (Aug. 15-21). 
*Whispers in the Dark 


(Famous) 








*] Know Now 
(Remick) 

My Cabin of Dreams 

¥ (Berlin) 

*First Time I Saw You 
(Santly-Joy) 

So Rare 


(Rol 





ins) 
*Have You Any Castles, Baby? 
(Harms) 


*That Old Feeling 


(Feist) 

Sailboat in Moonlight 
(Crawford) 

Stardust on the Moon 
(Marks) 

It Looks Like Rain 


(Morris) 
tWhere or When 





| 
(Chappell) 
| Gone With the Wind 
| (Berlin) 
*Can I Forget You 
(Chappell) 
} “Afraid te Dream 
(Miller) 
*“Yours and Mine 
| (Robbins) 
Me, Myself and I 
(Words & Music) 
*Stop, You’re Breaking My Heart 
(Famous) 
Remember Me 
(Witmark) 
Moon Got In My Eyes 
| (Select) 
|| You’re My Desire 
| (Mills) 
| Harbor Lights 
| (Marlo) 
Caravan 
(Exclusive) 
Satan Takes a Holiday 
(Lincoln) 
*Penthouse on Third Ave. 
(Feist) 
Miller’s Daughter Marianne 
mnoomro) 
* Indicates filmusical song 
+ Production Number. 











Robbins, Diamond 
Exchange Words 
On Staff Raids 


Jack Robbins and Lou Diamond, 
latter heading Famous Music, ex- 
changed some brisk language this 
past week over alleged raiding by 
the Paramount Pictures’ music sub- 
sid of the Robbins-Metro’s man- 
power. Famous (Par) took Elmore 
White from Robbins to become gen- 
eral professional head of Popular 
Melodies, Inc., a Famous Music 
subsid, in an effort to build it up, 
just as Robbins-Metro has acquired 
its assortment of affiliated music 
publishers. 

Famous took away Sid Goldstein 
from Miller Music’s Chi office, the 
Miller firm being a Robbins subsid. 
Famous also allegedly was after Abe 
Glazer, of Miller, and Sam Taylor, 
of Robbins, but latter didn’t switch. 


Bullock, Spina Scoring 
‘Sally’ for Fred Allen 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Score of ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 
is being written for 20th-Fox by 
Walter Bullock and Harold Spina. 
Gene Markey produces with Fred 
Allen cast in a featured comedy 
role. 











Bernstein Back With 
2 Italian Pic Tunes 


Louis Bernstein, of Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., has brought back from 
Europe a couple Italian pop tunes 
which he obtained from C. A. Bixio, 
Milan publisher, They are ‘Torna 
Piccina,’ a tango, and ‘Vivere,’ a fox- 


the Metro-Italian production of the 





@ 799 7th Ave., New York | 








same name. 
Lyrics of the two songs have been 
passed out locally for adaptation. 
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Pubs Abandon Standard Writers 
Contract on Eve of SPA’s Mass 











| 


| takes its 











trot, which is part of the score of | 


| 
| 


Meeting: Plenty Pro-Con Charges 





Irving Caesar, Songwriters Pro- 
tective Assn, prez, told a member- 
ship meeting at the Astor hotel yes- 
terday (Tues.) that the organiza- 
tion’s council has decided to take its 


issues with the publishers to court. |the syne and transcription 


SPA, 
adjudicated for all time the question 
of whether the synchronization and 
transcription belong 


to the writers 


|or the publishers. 


Caesar described the latest agree- 
ment offered by the publishers as 
containing two jokers. One would 
have the contract extend two years 
beyond the present expiration date 
(1940) of all membership agreements 
with the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers, 
while the other seeks to have the 
SPA waive the rights that its mem- 
bers give it under Article 9 of the 
SPA’s by-laws 

Writers, he stated, are no longer 
taking any chances on some pub- 
lisher group withdrawing from the 
Society, as happened last year in the 
case of Warner Bros., and it is 
through the courts that the SPA 
hopes to establish for the writer a 
definite property right in the per 
forming and mechanical rights to his 
works; also who is the actual copy- 
right proprietor, the writer or the 
publisher, even if the latter under- 
registration with the gov- 
ernment’s copyright office. 


Publishers anticipated the general 
membership meeting which the 
Songwriters’ Protective Association 
called for late yesterday (Tuesday) 
at the Astor Hotel, New York, by 
abandoning the standard uniform 
writers contract which has been in 
ffect since 1932. Move was made on 
tre ground that the SPA itself had 
violated this agreement by not re- 
voking its demaid that the associa- 
tion be invested with authority to 
administer the synchronization and 
transcription rights of works placed 
by SPA writers. The demand was 
later incorporated into the SPA’s 
bylaws as article No. 9. 


What aggravated the crisis be- 
tween the SPA and publishers was 
the latters’ increasen resort to for- 
eign markets for their material, with 
the primary idea of getting away 
from doing business with SPA writ- 
ers. The pubs at the same time de- 
cided to stop making any more con- 
cessions to the SPA after the as- 
sociation’s council rejected a com- 
promise agreement pertaining to 
syne and transcription rights, which 
had been worked out between SPA 
and publisher lawyers. Under this 
agreement, the writers were to re- 
ceive half of what the publishers 
collected from such rights, but with 
the Music Publishers Protective 
Assn. retaining the administration of 
the rights. 


Pubs Claim Renege 


Publishers contend that when the 
Standard uniform contract was 


| th, 
|\SPA writ: r 
|scripts with them it 
}done on 
| standing or the individual publisher's 


negotiated in 1935, Sigmund Rom- 
| nerg. Jerome Kern and others act- 
ing for the SPA had promised that 
| the association would make no 
further efforts to obtain control over 
rights. 


he said, is determined to have | By reneging on this assurance, the 


the SPA has made 
uniform contrac’ invalid and if 
want to place their new 
will have to be 
the basis of oral 


pubs now say, 


under- 


|own contract form. Also that the 
syne and transcription rights must 
come direct from, the writers and 


that under no circumstances will the 
SPA b@ permitted to act as go- 
between. 

Pubs assert that the SPA mem- 
bership is accepting any form of 
contract which music houses are of- 


fering them, and that the reason 
they fear coming out in the open on 
the issue is that the SPA officials, 


(Continued on page 46) 








Tops in the Music Business 








MY CABIN 


OF DREAMS 
Gone With The Wind 


The New RKO Musical 
‘The Life of the Party ”’ 


With This Great Score 
By MAGIDSON and WRUBEL 


Let’s Have Another 











Cigarette 


Roses In December 





s 
The Life Of The Party 


Yankee Doodle Band 





* 
Chirp A Little Ditty 





Irving Berlin, inc. 
799 Seventh Ave., New York 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 














A COMING EVENT OF 





An American Musical Romance 


“VIRGINIA” 
Opening at Radio City’s Centre, New York, August 31 


Score by ARTHUR SCHWARTZ and ALBERT STILLMAN 


HITS TO COME: 


YOU AND I KNOW 

AN OLD FLAME NEVER DIES 
GOODBYE JONAH 

IF YOU WERE SOMEONE ELSE 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION” @ 


MAJOR IMPORTANCE 


799 7th Ave., New York 














YO 


CANT 
STOP 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. aca BLDG..NY.« 





The writers of “DREAM BOAT” and “MERRY-GO-ROUND give you another sock HIT/ 


E FromDREAMING 


CLIFF FRIEND & DAVE RANKLIN ~~ 


» CHARLES, WARREN Proé Mer 
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On the 


Upbeat 





Duke Ellington’s band will open 
the Tromar ballroom season in Des 
Moines Aug. 26. Ivie Anderson is 
the featured singer. 





The Continentals, featuring Mary 
Alice Seip, playing in English Room 
of Penn-Stroud Hotel, Strousburg, 
Pa. 

Clair Hill’s orch will finish sum- 
mer season at Buckwood Inn, Shaw- 
nee-on-Delaware. 

Johnny Johnson opens at Meadow- 
brook Country Club, Aug. 28, for 
two weeks. 





. Blue Steele and orch play a return 
engagement at the Club Royle, Little 








} Comedy Hit of the Season 








Will Hudson’s Latest 


YOU'RE MY DESIRE 


“From New Faces of 1937” 


PECKIN' 


The New Summer Sensation! 


IS THIS GONNA BE 
MY LUCKY SUMMER 


Season’s Loveliest Ballad 


MOON AT SEA 


TODAY | AM A MAN 


Pinky Tomlin’s Smash Hit 
'M JUST A 


COUNTRY BOY AT 
HEART 












Mis Music, inc. 


‘ol? BROADWAY NEW YORK. N. Y. 




















Rock, from Aug. 24 to Sept. 1. 
The band played same spot several 
weeks ago en route to Mexico and 
South Texas. 





Jack Melvin at Sea Girt Inn, Sea 
Girt, N. J. 





Ray Keating playing at Murray’s, 





Tuckahoe, N. Y. 





| 

Lloyd Huntley’s band stays at 

Mount Royal hotel, Montreal, until | 
late fall. 


bastian’s Cafe, Culver City, Cal. 
Sept. 26, for an indefinite engage- 
ment. 





Ran Wilde opens at Rice hotei, 
Houston, Sept. 7, for Rockwell- 
O'Keefe. 





Jimmy Dorsey preems at Congress 
hotel, Chicago, early in October, 
after concluding his theatre tour. 
Gets 14 weekly broadcasts, four net 
and 10 locals, while there. Phila- 
delphia, Cleveland, Youngstown and 


| Akron wind up theatre trek. 





Bobby Gleason replaces Rudy 
| Bundy at Reade’s Casino, Asbury 
| Park, N. J., Aug. 29, as weekday 


Southern Gentlemen orch closes at | 
The Pines, Pittsburgh, Pa., and will | 
open at Deshler-Wallick hotel, Co- | 
lumbus, O., Sept. 7, with a WBNS | 
wire. 





Bobbie Hayes band replaced Enric 
Madriguera’s at the Surfside, Long 
Beach, N. Y. 





Jimmie Lunceferd one-nights Sun- 
day (29) at Roton Point Park, South 
Norwalk, Conn., and then goes to Se- 
bastian Cotton club, Culver City. 





Jack Denny hits one-niters for 
CRA after playing the Chicago the- 


atre, Chicago. | 





Mike Riley’s crew play a returner | 
at Gypsy Village, Louisville, Ky., 
opening Aug. 27. Exits Manhattan 
Beach, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Don Bestor musicks for American 


Legion convention at Manchester, N. 
H., Sept. 10. 





Maurie Sherman will be opening 
attraction for Marigold ballroom, 
Minneapolis, Sept. 10 to 12, inclusive. 





Carvel Craig, new CRA band, and 
Reggie Childs touring Pacific slope 
on one-niters. 


Erskine Hawkins enters Reade’s 
Casino, Asbury Park, N. J., Sept. 1. 





Frank Britton has signed with 
Rockwell-O’Keefe and for first date 





under new management opens at Se- 








KENNY: BAKER 
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HARRY WARREN “d AL DUBIN 


for a Sensational Scoretrom 
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BROWN and FREED’S Greatest Score 


By Far the Crowning Achievement of the Series 
M-G-M’S “BROADWAY MELODY OF 1938” 


With These “Hits to Come”: 


YOURS AND MINE | 

I'M FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION | 

YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY 
EVERYBODY SING 





Robbins Music Corporation 


(27. It will play the 


house band for Charlie Shribman. 





Rudy Bundy recording for Master 
Records. 





Mal Hallett bucks Rudy Vallee at 


Steel Pier, Atlanti¢ City, for one 


week starting Aug. 31. 





Henry Lishon at Gunter hotel, San 
Antonio, Tex. 





Frank Dailey and his orch from | 


Roof of Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y., 


go into Surf Club, Virginia Beach, | 


Va., Aug. (28) with Johnny Johnson 
winding up Aug. (27). 





Dean Hudson and his Florida 


Clubmen playing Seaside Park, Vir- | 


ginia Beach, for rest of season. 


STABILE, LOPEZ INTO 
CLEVELAND FOR ROS 


Cleveland, Aug. 24. 


Extension of the Great Lakes Ex- 
position for three weeks will bring 
bands led by Dick Stabile and 
Vincent Lopez to town to appear at 
Billy Rose’s Aquacade. Stabile has 
been signed from Sept. 7 to 16, with 
the Lopez crew coming in for the 
remainder of the extended run until 
Sept. 26. 

Bob Crosby’s band, currently ap- 
pearing at the Aquacade, will be fol- 
lowed by the Casa Loma orch, Aug. 
show until 
Sept. 6, original closing date. 


Mercer-Whiting Pact 














Johnny Mercer and Dick Whiting 
have been signatured for another 
year as a writing team by the War- 
ner Bros, studios and the Music Pub- 
lishers Holding Corp., WB subsid. 
Second termer becomes effective 
Aug. 29. 

Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, MPHC 
v.p. and gen. mgr., closed the deal. 


Pubs Abandon 


(Continued from page 45) 

















who are pressing for the establish- 
ment of a licensing bureau within 
the association, exercise a dominant 
influence as members of the writers 
classifvation committee in the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. Also that 
these officials are intent upon carv- 
ing out high-salaried jobs for them- 
selves, with such money to come 
from the commissions deducted from 
the disposal of the syne and tran- 
scription rights. 

This charge is scouted by the 
heads of the SPA as absurd. They 
declare that it was about time that 
the writers undertook to obtain a 
more equitable share from rights 
that have been bringing publishers 
many hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars a year, and that are proving 
more and more valuable, particularly 
with the development of the tran- 
scription industry. 





Hollywood, Aug. 24. 


writers Protective Assn., was or- 
ganized last week at a meeting in 


by L. Wolfe 
prexy. 
Following were named to the exec- 
utive committee: Sigmund Romberg. 
Arthur Freed, Jay Gorney, Harry 
Wnrren, Dave Dreyer and Albert 


Gilbert, SPA 


vice- 


named secretary. Gilbert was depu- 
tized to go to New York to report 
the organization to SPA members at 
a meeting skedded for today (Tues- 








© 799 7th Ave., New York 








day) at the Astor hotel. 


Extended by Warners’ 


Hollywood branch of the Son -| 


the Beverly-Wilshire presided over | 


von Tilzer. Richard S. Hartmann was | 


Inside Stuf—Music ga 


Scores of ‘Damsel in Distress’ and ‘Goldwyn Follies’ are being published 
by the late composer’s own firm, the Gershwin Publishing Corp., while 
the exploitation of the tunes in both instances will be done by the Chappell 
Co. Max Dreyfus, dominant owner of the latter concern, organized the 
Cershwin Corp. with George Gershwin last year, or while the Warner 
Bros.’ music group was out of the American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers. The New World Music Corp., controlled by WB, 
was the previous repository for the Gershwin works. 

Vernon Duke has been called in by Goldwyn to write a ballet for the 
| filmusical. He and Ira Gershwin co-authored ‘I’m Not Complainin’,’ which 

has been included in the ‘Follies’ score. 











Of all the national anthems and hymns associated with all the countries 
around the globe, royalty for performance for profit is exacted on only 
| one, and that, ironically, on the ‘Internationale,’ official song of Soviet 
Russia. 

‘Internationale’ is controlled by an obscure French music-publishing firm, 
located in Paris, which attempts to track down users-for-profit of the piece 
and exact royalties. Insertion of the song in any film, for instance, costs 
| $100. Piece got its first public innings during the French Revolution 
| in the late 18th century. 





Abner Silver and Dorothy Gulman are writing nine songs for N. Y, 
Hollywood Restaurant’s new fall show, opening Sept. 28. Miss Gulman 
is p.a. for the nitery, and this is her first songwriting job. 


DORIS HAVENS AGAIN | 
LOSES PHILLY SUIT 


Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 

Injunction asked by Doris Havens, 
WCAU organist, to keep the Union 
from fining her $200 and expelling 
| her because she refused to fork over, 
|was denied for the second time last 
| Friday (20) in Common Please Court 
| No. 4 here. 
| On Mar. 12, Judges Finletter and 
|Brown handed down a decision in 
which they fully upheld the right of 


a union to discipline a member for 
|infractions and to dismiss. if refusing 
|to swallow the medicine. Last Fri- 
|day’s dictum was a decision by the 
}same judges on exceptions brought 
jagainst the earlier ruling. SOLE SELLING AGENT 

| The whole battle is essentially not | _M!LLS MUSIC, Ine. 1619 BWAY, N.Y. 
jone between Miss Havens and the . ——— 
|Union, but is part of the long 
lstruggle between WCAU and the 
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WE PUBLISH THE 


local. The gal organist’s attorneys, 

|David Bortin and William A. SENSATIONAL WALTZ HIT 
i'Schnader, were provided by the 

| station. 


The Havens difficulty began last 
September when the femme defied a 
funion edict against playing sustain- 
|}ing programs on a station which has 
no studio orchestra. Called before 
the local’s trial board, she was given 
a hearing and told to cease work at 
WCAU at once. She refused and 
was socked with a $200 fine. When 
she wouldn’t pay, she was threat- 
ened with.expulsion. 


Attorney Bortin asked the court 
to restrain the union from stopping 
her working, from fining her, and 
from expelling her. He said it 
threatened her livelihood. 


Whether the case will be pressed 
any further is doubtful. Miss 


ONE 
ROSE 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc. 
1270 Sixth Ave. New York 








Havens recently announced her en- 
gagement and will be married next 
month. 


Mal Hallett’s Tour 


Following through on the complete 
itinerary laid out in the spring, 
Charlie Shribman office has set Mal 
Hallett for solid theatre bookings 
until October. Band recently fin- 
ished its big one-niter stint and is 
now touring at $3,500 weekly in 
houses. 

Band one-nites week until hitting 
Steel Pier, A. C., Aug. 31, to be fol- 
lowed by another week of similar 
bookings. Sept. 9 starts theatre 
tour again at the Metropolitan, Bos- 
ton. Earle, Philadelphia; Palace, 
Cleveland, and Lyric, Indianapolis, 
follow from Sept. 16 to Oct. 7, re- 
spectively. Goes into Shea’s, Toronto, 
and will then proceed to the Palos 
mar ballroom, Los Angeles, for an 
indefinite stay. 
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Two New Instrumental Novel- 
ties by the Publishers of 


“Nola” and “Polly” 


“CHINA DOLL 
PARADE”’ 


““WHISTLING 
MOSE”’ 


Distinctive Piano or 
Orchestra Specialties 


PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1280 SIXTH AVENVE 
RCA BUILOING RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 














Repeating the “South Sea Island Magic” Sensation 
Lysle Tomerlin and Andy lona Long Give You 


‘POLYNESIAN ROMANCE’ 


AND A NEW SWING TREAT: 


| ‘JUST ABOUT RIGHT’ 





| VANGUARD SONGS 


GET IN ON THIS “HIT PARADE” OF 
| 


Hollywood, Calif. 
VERNON TOMERLIN, Gen. Mer. 








| 6411 Hollywood Boulevard 
| 
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Passing of Jim Mcintyre Recalls 
Early Start of Mcintyre and Heath 





James T. McIntyre (he never was 
other than Jim to his friends and 
the public alike), was born in Ken- 
osha, Wis., and early became a 
candy butcher on the railroad. But 
the urge to go into show business 
was strong, and he was presently to 
be found on Katie Putnam’s show 


after a number of false starts in 


which he left Kenosha with various | 


shows only to be overtaken and 
He contributed 


mud 
haled back home. 


to the concert olio but his chief oc- | 


cupation was selling candy in the 
audience and it was here that 
developed his fondness for dialect. 

As he told it himself when busi- 
ness slackened he would pick out 
some likely-looking young Negro 
and engage him in conversation, 
offering him a gift of candy, only to 
withdraw it and proffer it again un- 
til he finally made his donation and 
passed on to another subject. Tour- 
ing widely through the south, he 
developed five different dialects, 
each individual from the others, but 
his preference was for that form of 
speech generally spoken in Georgia, 
which he adopted for stage use. It 
was only in his hours of leisure that 
he entertained his friends with sam- 
ples of the other patois he had picked 
up. -He had no desire to pose as a 
dialectic expert and found the Geor- 
gia dialect ample for his stage needs. 

He teamed originally with William 
Butler, but presently Butler became 
ill] and he doubled with Tom Heath, 
whose partner also had fallen ill. 
Together they worked out an act, 
and after various minstrel engage- 
ments started their own Georgia 
Minstrels, more than 50 years ago. 
This toured very successfully for 
severai seasons and the titie en- 
dured up to a few years ago. 

Meantime their specialty devel- 
oped into the turn variously known 
as ‘The Ham Tree,’ ‘The Georgia 
Minstrels’ and the ‘Chickens’ act. 
Each was a slight variant of the 
other, but all were based on the two 
ceniral characters of a specious, 
glib-tongued wise city Negro Henry 
and the credulous country darkey, 
Alexander, who had been lured from 
his secure berth in a livery stable 
by the glowing promises of Heath. 
The character was developed by Mc- 
Intyre from a stable hand with whom 
he was associated in one of his pe- 
riods of ill luek and he himself 
worked as a hostler. 


Toured in Musical 


Under the title of ‘The Ham Tree’ 
the act was expanded by Klaw & 
Erlanger into a musical, which met 
with fair success, but there was not 
sufficient to the act to spread ever 
an entire evening, and presently 
they returned to their specialty. In 
the ‘Chickens’ form of the act Mc- 
Intyre played a wench and in this 
included one of his funniest bits of 
business. Heath would ask about 
the paternity of McIntyre’s imaginary 
children and McIntyre would turn 
away, muttering to himself. There 
was no direct answer, but the actor 
made the pantomime screamingly 
funny. One of the best-remembered 
jokes was about the man with the 
Platter with a roast of beef ‘oozing 
with gravy.’ Heath would tell about 
it while MclIntyre’s jaws fairly 
drooled and would wind up with ‘I 
asked him for it and he said no. If 
he had said yes, I'd have had it.’ 
Many of the best gags in the act 
were. by McIntyre’s own admission. 
derived from other cork specialists, 
Willis P. Sweatnam contributing 
much of the material,: including the 
remark that it was bad enough to be 
hit by a tomato, but it hurt worse 


when they forgot to take it out of 
the can. 


‘0 


break away from the old specialty, 
one of the most ambitious tries be- 
ing ‘The Man from Montana,’ an old 
minstrel afterpiece, but audiences 
demanded a return to the Minstrels 
od and managers booked accord- 

gly. 

Their 


last public a ras 
in 1929, p ppearance was 


" but they later appeared on 
me @ir with Rudy Vallee and fre- 
quently responded to requests to ap- 
Pear at benefits, 


the partners had not spoken to each 
othe: offstage for a number of years. 
s milay stories have been told of 
Practically every team of long 
Fianding. and there appears to have 
been no foundation for the report 








The team made several efforts to. 


For a time there was a report that | 


in the case of the burnt cork team. 
They were pais to the end, and fre- 
quently visited each other, their 
homes being not far apart. 

When the late Percy G. Williams 
developed Bergen Beach, on Ja- 
maica Bay, with Adams, the chew- 
ing gum man, McIntyre was one of 
the many professionals who invested 
in building lots back of the beach 
concession. When the growing city 
stretched out, McIntyre sold his 
holdings and bought more land fur- 
ther out on the island. He is re- 
ported to have died fairly wealthy. 

He is survived by an adopted 
daughter, Maude Martin, wife of a 
member of the Brooklyn bench. 7 
wife, Emma, died about two years 
ago. Funeral services were held 
Friday and interment .was made in 
the family plot at Noyack, L. I. 


Frank Sheaffer, 
32, Elctrocuted 
By an Accident 





Frank Sheaffer, 32, comedian and 
dancer with the Ethel Taylor revue, 
met instant death last week at Calais, 
Me., when he contacted a live wire 
while swimming off the International 
bridge in that city. 

Sheaffer and other members of the 
troupe were takng a pre-show dip 
in the St. Croix river and had been 
diving off the bridge which connects 
Calais, Me., and St. Stephens, N. B. 
Sheaffer was 20 feet above the floor 
of the bridge and was about to dive 
when his hand touched the live 
wire and was instantly electrocuted. 
Charles Sheaffer, his brother, re- 
ceived severe shock in attempting 
to aid Frank. Latter’s remains were 
shipped to Cleveland for burial. 

U. S. Customs officers stated they 
had warned the performers about 
ithe dangers of the live wires which 
they evidentiy didn’t heed. 

Taylor revue had several weeks’ 
booking in this territory, having 
opened at Calais that afternoon .(17). 
They gave a show that evening 
minus their former comic. 


COPS NIX STAGE DEBUT 
OF HOODLUM’S FRAU 


McAlester, Okla., Aug. 24. 


Cancellation of the appearance of 
Nell Traxler, wife of the notorious 
Pete Traxler, Southwestern bad 
man, was made by local theatre 
management after conferences with 
Police Chief Tom Abbott who nixed 
idea of the bandit’s wife being per- 
mitted to capitalize on the unsavory 
record of her husband. 
| Considerable opposish to Mrs. 
| Traxler’s plan to address theatre 
audiences in McAleter reached the 
| chief of police, who declared that 
ihe would use such legal methods as 
'necessary to prevent Mrs. Traxler’s 
|appearance. The cancellation fol- 
lowed. 


| 
' 
| 
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Rubinoff Goes Vaude 
For 2 Weeks at $6,000 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Rubinoff and his fiddle 
, booked into the Fox, Detroit, for a 
| two-week run starting Sept. 3. Price, 
| $6,000. 


| booked the Eton Boys into the house 








/for the same two weeks in coopera- | 


tion with Columbia Artists Bureau. 





Flesh for Orph, Memphis 
| Memphis, Aug. 24. 
| Orpheum here which has_ been 


‘as a vaudfilm spot with Chalmers | 
Cullins as chief of theatre opera- 
tions. 


Corporation heading new theatre 
setup is the Bluff City Amusement 
company. 


Booked by Max Halperin, who also | 


Eddy Duchin’s Repeat 
In Chicago at $7,500 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
Eddy Duchin orchestra has been 
booked for a return date at the Bala- 
ban & Katz Chicago by booker Lou 
Lipstone for the week of Sept. 10. 
Duchin just completed a week at 
the Chicago for a smashing $59,000 
gross. Price for band will be $7,500. 
However, band also supplies three 
acts at the price. 


BUTTERFIELD 
9 HOUSES TO 
PLAY UNITS 


Butterfield Circuit in Michigan 
this fall will attempt a regular stage 
show policy in nine of its houses 
for the first time in nearly six years. 
Will start Oct. 1 playing moderate- 
priced units on a split-week basis, 
each town getting a production once 
every two or three weeks. Booking 
of the Butterfied houses will be 
handled by the Simon Agency in 
New York. Units will be independ- 
ently produced. 

According to present plans, open- 











ing shows will average around 
$2,500 weekly in cost. Towns which 
will play the stage shows include 
Lansing, Flint, Grand Rapids, Sagi- 
naw, Ann Arbor, Pontiac, Battle 
Creek, Benton Harbor and Muske- 
gon, 





Philly Musicians 
Philly Musicians’ Union 
Nixes Stagger Sked 





Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 

Attempt by Warners to jockey 
fall vaude sked in nabes has been 
nixed by Musicians’ Local as viola- 
tion of termer drawn up last De- 
cember. If the circuit insists on the 
plan, a ‘battle that we are ready for’ 
is promised by A. A. Tomei, Tooter 
prexy. 

Company agreed in contract to 
spend $176,500 for music this year. 
It is making no attempt to wiggle out 
of this. In fact, it has offered to 
spend $3,700 more than the mini- 
mum for the privilege of cutting 
down size of bands from eight to five 
men and paring number of vaude 
days per week in some houses. Also 
wants to forget remaining four or 
five weeks vet to go in fulfilling min- 
imum 25 weeks of vaude in each 
house. 

Circuit would compensate for this 
shaving of flesh in houses where it 
isn’t earning its nut by increasing 
number of weeks and number of 
days per week in profitable spots. 
Plan submitted Union for such 
jockeying calls for expenditure of 
$180,200 for the year. 

Tomei has turned the digits floor- 
ward on it, however, he 
cause it would help some men at ex- 
pense of others. 

Warner execs declare that if they 
are balked by the Union, it will be 
better biz to shoo out flesh alto- 
gether and pay off the musicians the 
little that is still due on the $176,500 
figure. 

Tomei said his men would resent 
any such move, as it would result in 
their getting paid without working. 
There could be no picketing, how- 
ever, he said, because the company 
would be technically fulfilling its 
contract. 








Denny Orch Spotted 
For 2 Chi Weeks 

Chicago, Aug. 24. 

First band to get an out-and-ou 
two-week contract for the Chicago 
|theatre here Jack Denny, 


is 


goes in for that period beginning 
|Friday (27). Closes at the Drake 
|} hotel tonight (Tuesday), after five 
' solid months in the Silver Forest 
and Gold Coast rvoms. 
Sophisticated Ladies are also 


| billed for the two weeks at the Chi. 





dark since June 7 reopens Sept. 19, 


Frances Arms At Steel Pier 


the stage show on the Steel Pier, At- 
lantic City, this week-end 
' Sam Weisbord. 
jfice, agenting. 


said, be-| 


who | 


of the Morris of- | 





' 
| 
; 


| 
| 


j 


Morris Agency Scouts Report Of 


Unfair Treatment of Acts Abroad 





Union Tangles Keeping 
Shows Out of Canton, O. 


Canton, O., Aug. 24. 
No stage shows in sight here for 
the third consecutive season. 


Palace, independent and Loew’s, | 


only two downtown houses equipped 
for stage shows, will continue an 
agreement not to use ‘flesh’ so long 
as stage hands and musicians con- | 
tinue to make what they contend | 
are unreasonable demands. 

Double feature films being used in| 
all eight theatres here continue to} 
gross big and as long as films pack | 
them in it is not likely that stage | 
shows will even be considered ] 

Only one house, the old Grand, is 
likely to attempt revival of stage 
show which will be either musical 
tabs or burlesque. 





Francis Molloy 
Sentenced For 
Panhandling 














|mally cut 


Reaction of the William Morris of- 
fice to squawks from acts allegedly 
cut-rated once they open in London 
is that no such cases exist. 

As explained by Dick Henry, for- 
eign booker for the agency, usual 
procedure for acts playing English 
vaude to 
at least four weeks, cost of round- 
trip passage being 
upped salary figure. 
after 


is receive contracts of 


included jin the 
Fees are nor- 
the initial contract 
arguing 
practice is just and 
both parties. 

Idea is that a two-act which gets 
$300. a week in America needs that 
much plus the cost of passage to 
justify taking a London date. Round- 
trip costs an average of around $250 
a person, so such an act is usually 
paid $425 (85 pounds) a week for a 
four-week If, after the four- 
week period is up, the salary is cut 
to 60 pounds ($300 a week), Henry 
claims, the act is still making its 
normal American salary, since its 
passage over and back was all taken 
care of in the original four-week 


period is 
that such 


sonable to 


up, Henry says, 


réa- 


deal. 


| deal. 





‘acc | os 
Francis Molloy, vaude pertormer, | INT'L CASINO WON'T 


was given an indeterminate work- 
house sentence in West Side Court, 
N. Y., last week when convicted of 


intoxication and_ soliciting alms. 
Molloy drew the ire of the court! 
which had been inclined to be 


lenient, by denying any previous ar- 
rests, but later was confronted with 
a record of several arrests for in- | 
toxieation- and panhandling. After 
being held for investigation, prior to 
sentence, it was also learned Molloy 
was not destitute, as claimed in jus- 
tification of the panhandling count, 
but had been receiving relief as well 
as additional aid from other outside 
charities, including churches of the 
theatrical district. 

In sentencing him, the court added 
that the sentence was more in hope 
of reclamation than punishment and 
that he would be liberated when 
parole commission. were convinced 
that he was physically and mentally 
able to take care of himself. 

Molloy had appeared in several 
acts with the late Hughie Clark, as 
well as having done a_ warbling 
single both in vaude and niteries. 


BEN YOST BANKRUPT, 
$27,086 LIABILITIES 


Ben Yost, describing himself as 
‘Actor-artist,’ filed a voluntary peti- 
tion in bankruptcy Saturday (21) in 
U. S. distriet court, N. Y., listing 
liabilities at $27,068. His petition 
listed no assets. Yost’s Varsity 8 is 
a standard act in vaude and the 
niteries, 











The actor’s biggest. creditor is his 
former manager, Frank F. Tracey, 
of Kansas City, to whom he owes 
$21,000. Of this amount $3,000 is for 
salary and loans, and $18,000 for 
breaching a contract in 1935. 








Nelson, Hilliard Vauder 
Prior to Coast Trek 


Ozzie Nelson and Harriet Hilliard 
(Mrs. Nelson) have been booked by | 
the RKO Boston, Boston, for the 
week of Sept. 16, afier which they 
will return to the Coast, Miss Hil- | 
liard to continue pictures for RKO, | 
where she recently finished ‘Life of | 





t | the Party.’ Miss Hilliard is now in 


New York, where Nelson and his 
orchestra are on the Astor Roof. 
In October Nelson's band, with 


Miss Hilliard as soloist, will start a 
series of broadcasts originating in 
Holly wood. 





Flo Baird’s Comeback 


Florence Baird, 
of former vaude 


comedienne end 
duo, Bency and 


| Baird, is readying a comeback after 
Frances Arms has been set to head | 10 years’ retirement. 


Miss Baird 


fopening Sept. 11. 


PREEM UNTIL SEPT. 8 


Slated to premiere tonight (25), 
the new International Casino on 
Broadway will formally debut Sept. 
8. That’s an official date. 

As part of the National City Bank's 
cooperation with the new nitery 
venture—the bank being also finan- 
cially involved with Joe Moss, Lou 
Brecker and George Olsen—it has 
retained special exploitation coun- 
sel, Benjamin Sonnenoerg, Fark ave- 
nue publicist, to augment Kar] Bern- 
stein on the regular ballyhoo. A se- 
ries of special trains frem the Wash- 
ington embassies and legations will 
be part of the tee-off ceremonies to 
give the International Casino a truly 
‘international’ diplomatic tone, and 
not just a billing for a nitery. 

The I. C. will maintain a $2.50 
minimum in the Casino (revue) but 
there are three different restaurants 
attached to the venture, including a 
downstairs cafe for the luncheon biz, 
tea dansants in the second floor 
lounge, ‘besides the nightly revues 
for dinner and supper in the third- 
floor Casino. , 

BMO Corp., representing the 
Brecker-Moss-Olsen names, operat- 
ing the IC, has some $400,000 tied up 
in the new venture so far. 








Weitman Throws Party 
Honoring Spitalny Band 





Bob Weitman, managing director 


| of the Broadway Paramount, hosted 


Phil Spitalny and his girl-band last 
night (Tuesday) after the final show, 
in a private dining room of the 
Hotel Astor. 

It was a manageriai reward for 
the big biz the Spitalnyites are do- 
ing at the Par. Femme orchestra is 
slated for four weeks at this house 
with ‘Artists and Models,’ a record 
summer run, after setting a summer 
high record on their first week. 

Y. Frank Freeman, Par theatre 
v.p.. and the General] Electric exees 
(radio sponsors’ for Spitalny) 
also attended. Weitman presented 


,Spitalny with a suitable plaque in 


commemoration of the event. 





Checking Tax Evaders 
In Philadelphia Niteries 


Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 

Mayor Wilson ordered police to 
make a thorough check of the city’s 
3.000 saloons and niteries to make 
them comply with the new munici- 
pal amusement tax law. 

All week flatfeet have been haunt- 
ing the taprooms to see whether the 
owners put on entertainment which 
would make them liable under the 
new law. They are then ordered to 


will do a solo song take out $1 permits and pay a 20% 
(28-29). cycle, with special numbers by Ed- tax on cover charges plus a 20%% 
| ward Kling. and is set for a Chicago! divviy on each check on the amount 


over the cover charge. 
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Hirst Circuit Signs Closed Shop 
Deal with AFA, Calls Shows Vaude 
To Eliminate Former B.A.A. Control 


?> 








‘Hollywood Bandwagon’ 
Set for Five Weeks 


Leddy & Smith, agents, in asso- 
ciation with Harry Anger, are pro- 
ducing a ‘Hollywood Band- 
| wagon,’ which opens at the Para- 
| mount, Springfield, Mass., on Sept. 
Equity. Pact with the AFA elimi- | 23. Booked for following successive 
nates completely the jurisdiction of | weeks at Met, Boston; Loew’s, Mon- 
the Burlesque Artists Assn., which, a Toronto, and the Michi- 

x is ‘ter by the | gan, Detroit. 
yo the endl nln Soap yeh (Four | Lineup includes Abbott and Cos- 

 tello, King Twins, Vic and LaMarr, 


A’s), in the Hirst circuit of former 
burlesk houses and supposedly | Jean Lorraine, Carolyn Manners, Roy 
Rogan, line of 16 girls, and ‘Gypsy 


ushers in another vaude revival in 

22 ex-bump and grind spots. | Rose Leeds.’ Latter is a monk doing 
Jurisdiction of the chorus girls in he mock strip tease. 

the former IBA houses, which was | 

also held by the BAA till the signa- | 


Closed shop deal between Ameri- 
can Federation of Actors and Izzy 
Hirst (Independent Assn.), which 
was signed last Wednesday (18), goes 
into effect immediately, despite the 
fact that the chorus girl question is 
still to be ironed out with Chorus 


unit, 




















Cincy Niteries Primp 
Up for Autumn Biz 


Cincinnati, Aug. 24. 
Arrowhead Inn, suburban nitery- 
casino, reopens Aug. 26 with Harry 
Candullo’s ork and a floor show. 
Spot has been remodeled and will 
be operated by Joe Bauer and Sam 
Nason. 


Barney Rapp and his New Eng- 
landers are in for an indef stay at 
Beverly Hills. New talent, which 
started Tuesday (24), includes Aunt 
Jemima, Milton Douglass, the D’Ivons, 
Jay and Lew Seiler, Gertrude Briefer 
and 16 chorines, 

Reis and Dunn opened Saturday 
(21) as new toppers on the Lookout 
House show, which holds over Clyde 
Trask’s band and the acts of Loyanne 
and Renard, Dean Murphy, Jackson 
and Blackwell and Ruth Laird’s 
Texas Rockets. 


turing of the AFA pact, is still up in | FAY RAGLAND BURLEY 
the air. Chorus Equity’s minimum ? . 5 
while the BAA’s is $26.50. Hirst COMICS, SET IN LEGIT 
doesn’t want to go over the latter 

scale and this will probably be 

ironed out between Dorothy Bryant, ing to burlesque again for the first 
this week. time in years for talent with legit 

Deal between the AFA and Hirst | possibilities. Result is that the Apol- 
was ironed out last week in a con- |}, 49q street burley, loses its lead 
ference involving Whitehead, Izzy 
counsel for the former burley chain, | Fay, who has been at the house six 
Pact runs for three years, till July,| weeks since reopening, goes with 
1940, and retains the AFA’s estab- George Abbott’s Boston company of 
lished minimum of $40 per actor, re- ‘Room Service, in which he will 
in the individual turns. Pledged to . hen j 

. " ted with New York company at 
the pact thus far are 22 theatres, two pong TG iii 
of which are owned directly by A week later ‘Rags’ Ragland will 
Hirst, with the latter posting a $5,000 | qecert the erstwhile stripteasierie for 
salaries in all the spots. ‘New Faces of 1937.’ 

Among other things the pact pro- Both Fay and Ragland have been 
vides are paid railroad travel for | goubling rehearsals with shows at 
performers, except in such instances | the Apollo. 
or automobiles are necessary; a five- 
show-per-day maximum, except on 
those days when the theatres have 
midnight shows; differences arising 
or both, to be settled by arbitration, 
with both sides sharing the cost of 
the latter, 

Shows will not be called burlesque 
unit productions. Hirst is offering 
acts 20-week contracts, figuring on 
using three to four variety turns, 
plus specialties, m.c’s, straight men 


wage for chorines is $35 weekly, 

Legit producers are evidently look- 
head of Chorus Equity, and Hirst 
Hirst and I, Robert Broder, latter | Comics to legit next week when Joey 
gardless of how many people may be | j,¥e same role Teddy Hart origi- 
bond and guaranteeing payment of | . featured spot in Leonard Sillman’s 
where it is not feasible and busses 
from working conditions or salaries, 
end will be in the form of vaude 
and women in each production, 





Hirst Circuit 
Week of Aug. 22 
‘Meet the Girls’—Gayety, Baltimore. 
‘Bozo Snyder's Show'—Gayety, Mil- 
waukee. 
_ ‘Jolies Bergere’—Rialto, Chicago. 
‘Foot-Loose Parade’—Casino, Toronto 
‘Cupid's Carnival’—Palace, Buffalo, 
‘Frisky Frolics’—Howard, Boston. 


‘Swing High, Shake Low’—Troc, Phila- 
delphia, 
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BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46" ST. NEW YORK 


Bryant 9-7800 


J. H. 


LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 


Tooters’ Strike Looming 
In Balto Hostelries 


Baltimore, Aug. 24. 
Looks like fight to finish between 
local Musical Union and Hotel 
Men’s Association with neither side 
giving quarter and definite break 
anticipated Sept. 6th, date set by 
musicians for acceptance of their 
ultimatum that local hostelries insert 
clause in rental agreements with 
private parties, that only union mu- 

sicians be employed, 
Hotel men _ already 
union combinations and preparing 
for their regular musical needs for 
coming season are contacting non 
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Cleve Niteries Are Plunging On 
Shows for Convention Crowds 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Cleveland, Aug, 24, 


Hollenden’s Vogue Room, only 
downtown hotel spot to keep going 


bl duri a ta 4 
The downtown Actor’s colony on full last a the dog-days, is in. 
August 15, held memorial services | T®#S!n8 the size of floor shows due 
for the late Will Rogers, who passed | to influx of conventioneers, 


away two years ago this date. It was Pierre and Temple, ballroom dane. 
|held under the auspices of the Good ers, booked in for current fortnight 


ari lub, r, Father Blais | : : 
{Samaritan Club, Rev athe following Major, Sharp and Minor, 














| officiating. 

union groups and expect to replace; Geraldine Farrar is guest of the| New bill also composed of Charles 
affiliated tooters immediately fol- Misses Gail Gardner and Ruth Doing 
lowing walkout. Union has girded | at their camp on Upper St. Regis 
itself for a fight, and among other | rake. 


measures, has passed a two per cent| 


Carrar, juggler; Aurelia Colomo, Mex 
singer; Jerry and Lita Marsh, song 





assessment and announced a mini- 
mum fine of $1,000 against any 
union man remaining on the job 
after Labor Day. 

Hotel men, under leadership of 
Harold Fink, of the Southern Hotel, 
which is currently employing Lou 
Becker and his orchestra in the 
Spanish Villa on the roof of the 
hotel, have set up a special employ- 
ment bureau to supply musical 
needs of hotels and their tenants and 
Howard Busick, of the Lord Balti- 
more Hotel, left this week to engage 
combination to replace group now 
employed in cocktail 
hostelry and another to play in the 
main dining room for the coming 
season, 
Howard, has been using non union 
musicians for the past year 
pickets parading in front. 


B’WAY SCANDALS’ 


(GAYETY, BALTIMORE 
, Baltimore, Aug. 21. 

With the band out on the sidewalk 
playing ‘Happy Days Are Here 
Again’ and the Gayety resplendent 
in new coats of paint inside and out, 
Baltimore ushered in its season of 
burlesque with ‘Broadway Scandals’ 
to very good opening biz. On open- 
ing show caught, audience greeted 
doings in enthusiastic and vociferous 
manner, 

_ Built along the lines of a fast mov- 
ing revue, but retaining the more 
salient elements of burlesque, ‘Scan- 
days’ leans heavily toward variety 
and talent via several interpolated 
vaude acts to round out the contri- 
butions of George Murray and Maxie 
Furman, featured comics and Nona 
Martin, stripper who can read lines 
capably and come through with a 
fairly legitimate vocal when called 
upon. Specialties include Palmer 
and Frasetta, ballroom and adagio 
team; Carlton and Miller, boy and 
girl hoofers; George Beasely, xylo- 
phonist, and Lee Segal, who does 
some fair warbling, adequate num- 
ber leading and an okay whistling 
specialty. George Bates and Alma 
Maiben fill out the speaking parts 
and a youthful looking line of 14, 
girls who show some training, back 
up the principals in excellent style. 
ardrobe is all new and tastefully 
designed. 
_ Show gets off to breezy pace with 
line in attractive shorts led by Miss 
Segal in ‘Swing High, Swing Low,’ 
Carlton and Miller rounding it out 
with a fast hoof and acro challenge. 
Bob Bates then on to greet Murray 
and Furman, who make their en- 
trance from out front. Comics, who 
work sans grotesque clothes _ or 
makeup, score with their laughs 
without resorting to smut or overly 
pointed double entendre. Have a 
legit style of comedy and sell well. 

Precision number by line follows, 
after which Murray. Miss Maiben, 
Bates and Nona Martin do the hen- 
pecked husband bit with some added 
gags to good returns. Fast hoof 
routine by male member of Carlton 
and Miller then sets spot for produc- 
tion number next and very nicely 
done. To Miss Segal’s vocal of ‘Whis- 
pers in the Dark’ girls parade on for 
neem strong adagio by Palmer and 

raseta and art pose in which four 
members of the chorus appear sans 
brassieres. 

Pick up bit by Furman and Miss 
Maiben follows after which another 
well staged number, ‘Slumming on 
Park Avenue,’ with Miss Segal, line 
and Carlton and Miller participating 
and resulting in a show stopping 
hand for the dance team. French 
flirtation, strongly sold by Murray 
and Miss Martin, next followed by 
George Beasley in adequate routine 
of xylophone stuff. Strictly vaude, 
but nicely spotted and good for real 
hand. The haunted gold mine with 
Bates and Furman then gets a work- 
out after which Miss Segal leads a 
‘Truckin’ number and Furman and 
Murray essay a comedy song and 
dance. 

Amplified announcement brings on 
Nona Martin. billed as ‘The Joan 
Crawford of Burlesk,’ in a somewhat 
toned-cewn strip. After a fairly 
well so'’d vocal, Miss Martin gives 
out with some very strenuous bumps 
and disrobing deliriums. Gave the 
boys just enough and kept them in 
their seats for the finale that fol- 
lowed. 

‘Broadway Scandals’ is good, fast 
entertainment, staged in first class 
manner without sacrificing the in- 
formality and spice necessary to bur- 
lesque. Burm. 
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with | 


Coming and Going: Ben Schaffer 


lback from Big-town to the Will | 
Wunsch | 


| Rogers ... Henry G. 
| to Richmond, Va... . Garry Sid- 
greaves here from N. Y. C. for hos- 
pital look-see ... Mrs. John Demp- 
sey to Boston, Mass... . Jake Flaum 
|and Maurice LaVine (N. Y. C.) here 
|. . , Salvadore Ragone to Brooklyn 
|... Mabel Fonda (Juggling Fonda’s) 
here . 
i tre) Holts to Boston, Mass. . 
| Bianchi’s mother here from N. Y. C. 

. « Capt. Herbert (high-diver) 
| Swift, here ... Monty Fisher, Russ 
| Kelly, Johnny Highland to Saratoga. 
| Stanley (N. Y. Daily News) Brown, 
|here for a mess of ozoning and 


Only one hotel, the New/|rest-up routine, winged here with 


IM. G. McEvilly (Picture Editor, 
| Daily News) via air-route. 
Jimmy Highland (brother of 


Johnny ) back after a six month | 


tour abroad, takng over the theatri- 
|eal end of the St. Regis here. 
| Al Boerner, manager of the Av- 
|alon, Chicago after a three month 
siege of ozoning here, now up and 
around for those short downtown 
exercises, boy should be okay soon. 
Write to those whom you know in 





@ 15 YEARS ACO @ 


(From VaRiery and Clipper) 











Warner Oland licked Pathe Ex- 
change in a suit for $5,000 salary. 
Had been set for two serials and 
then let out. Court awarded full 
sum, plus interest, 
a week then. 





Extended runs were 
Broadway film schedules. Valen- 
tino’s ‘Blood and Sand’ ran three 
weeks at Rivoli and then went to 
the Rialto. Later had a run at 
Loew’s New York. 





Hearst’s Cosmopolitan films took 
the N. Y. Criterion for a year. 
Opened with ‘When Knighthood Was 
in Flower,’ 





Joe Schenck put Constance Tal- 
madge’s ‘East is West’ on the open 
market and away from First Na- 
tional, Pix cost $300,000 plus $90,- 
000 to Connie for overtime. 





Harry Rose, back from England, 
shook the niteries for vaude, making 
a nice opening at the 5th Ave. 





Olsen and Johnson at the N, Y. 
Palace and using almost everyone on 
the bill to work in the act. William 
Faversham was the headliner and 
not so hot. 





Klein Bros., at the State, were on 
at 8 and 10:15. First routine was 
based on an audience walking in, 
then switched to an audience walk- 
ing out for the second show. Clicked 
both ways. 





Warner Bros, touring an advertis- 
ing truck from coast to coast. Loud- 
speaker peddled sport results. 





Famous Players reported a drop 
of $1,000,000 in income, but the stock 
bounced up to 904. Hit 95 the fol- 
lowing week, 





Vaude troupe was touring the 
middlewest in trucks. Hailed as an 
history-making stunt. Playing one 
and two-nighters. 





Ballard-Bowers) going after the in- 


.. The Buster (Fenway Thea- 
.. Marie | 


Saranac and elsewhere that are sick. | 


Getting $1,000 | 


clogging | 


American Circus Corp. (Muggivan- 


team. Hugo de Paul’s orch held over, 


Construction of a new nitery and 
cocktail room in rival Statler Hotel, 
at estimated cost of $230,000, is cause 
} of general stepping up in activity, 

Rumors persist that Ralph Hitz is 
| negotiating for Cleveland Hotel, with 
|plans of revamping its ultra-con. 
| servative dining room into a swank 
| dance and dine club. Carter Hotel 
also has some secret plans involving 
its now closed Rainbow Room, but 
not discussing them. 
| Harry Propper’s Mayfair Casino is 
|completely changing its set-up to 
| keep up with the threatened fall 
| competition, Nate Weisenberg, owner, 
lis tossing another $65,000 into a re- 
| modeling program that will trans- 
|form long lobby into a Hawaiian 

cocktail garden. Formerly the Ohio 
| legit theatre, it already has cost him 
|something in the neighborhood of 
| $200,000. 

| Blue-prints call for a Southern 

sandwich stand in foyer besides a 
| 30-foot bar; two new bandstands, one 
| for a Hawaiian orchestra, and a load 
| of coconut trees, Inside lobby to be 
used as dining and cocktail room. 
| Elaborate inside auditorium and 
stage may be made into a Keno 
emporium, if Weisenberg can get 
the necessary okay. 

Up to this season the spot has 
tried without much success a pol- 
icy of high-priced name bands, stage 
shows and heavy minimum charges. 
| General idea now is to popularize it 
with novelties and lower taxes. 


} 
} 
| 
] 





More Units 
Dallas, Aug, 24. 
Jack Maggard and William Kent, 
producers of the Casino Revue at 
the Pan-American Exposition here, 
are preparing a couple of units for 
fall season, 





door dates with a three-ring winter 
show. Nut of $18,000 was too heavy 
to assure continuous bookings. Show 
took first money. 





New Catholic Actors’ chapel at 
St. Malachy’s church, N. Y., opened. 
Still the actors’ favorite. 





Keith office flirting with amateurs 
for the local appeal angle. Latest 
was amateur minstrels with two pro- 
fessional end men, Good for a 
week in a spot. Once. 





Ringling show had skipped Chi- 
cago to beat Hagenbeck-Wallace to 
the Coast, but Sells-Floto beat the 
Ringling trick to the dates. 





Roadshows were asking an 80-20 
split in the one-nighters, and small 
managers couldn’t see it. 
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AGENTS 


Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
| Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
New York, N. ¥. 
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Hotels at 
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Now Appearing at 


Presenting Her Novelty MARIMBA DANCE ” —_ 
Address: clo Hollywood Restaurant, 48th St. and Broadway, New Yor 
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FRENCH CASINO 


(‘Folies Bergere’) 
(NEW YORK) 


Clifford C. Fischer production at French 
Casino, in two parts, Staged by Jean Le 
Seyeux. Dances by Natalie Komarova; 
new music and arrangements, George Kom- 

off. 

Cast! Les Aurette, Bil and Bil, Lino 
Carenzio, Corinne, Dormonde Bros., Irene 
Helda, Herman Hyde & Co., Les Juvelys, 
Lilyan, Dania_ and Malo, Lucienne and 
Ashour, Ketty Mara and Partner, Les Men- 
chiassi, Les Robenis, Roberton, Germaine 
Roger. Nico Roschin, Carmen Torres, Pierre 
and Fernand Spadacci; 16 in chorus, 16 
mannequins; Lou Breese and Russ Morgan's 


orchestras. Opened Aug. 20, 1937; minimum 
charge. $2.50 (table d’hote dinner); “Ac. 
extra ‘location’ charge for first three tiers; 
drinks average 60-75c.; wine card, $8 to 


12: premiere supper, $10 a head, 





The ‘New Folies Bergere’ main- 
tains 
ously established by 


+ 





the same high parity previ- | 
the French | 


Casino on Broadway, and which has! 


made this Jack  Shapiro-Lou 
Blumenthal-Chas. Haring-Clifford C. 
Fischer venture the most successful 
night club in the world. Fischer’s 
new ‘Folies Bergere,’ reopening the 
F. C. after a periodic summer shut- 
down, takes this Times Square land- 
mark into the third year of its 
heavy money-making ‘stride and 
vids fair to equal or top previous 
grosses, It’s certainly head and 
shoulders above anything, in the 
form of nitery divertissement, to be 
had with a $2.50 table d’hote dinner. 

That the $2.50 charge isn’t to be 
misinterpreted, the average tariff 
per person is more nearly $5, what 
with the drinks or another 50c per 
head for the down-front ‘location’ 
charge, embracing the first three 
rows. 

As a show, in the French Casino 
cavalcade, the ‘New Folies Bergere’ 
perhaps excels past efforts along 
comedy and novelty lines. As splen- 
diferous-and lavish as in the past, 
where splash of color always ob- 
tained, there is a lighter touch 
throughout this revue. And it’s a 
corking idea not to overwhelm the 
auditor with too much spec. There 
is more novelty vaudeville than in 
the past and the girls are even a 
shade better lookers. This time 


Fischer has captured all the in- 
gredients, and notably through 
Ketty Mara and Partner (New 


Acts), the Dormonde Bros., Lucienne 
and Ashour (New Acts) and Les 
Juvelys (New Acts). 

All these, with exception of Hyde, 
fall in the first half so that the sec- 
ond portion suffers in comparison. 
That first half with its wealth of 
comedy, novelty, spec and talent is 
really too tough to follow. To the 
degree, therefore, that Bil & Bil. 
panto acrobats, allotted the next- 
to-shut groove don’t get over. An 
obvious improvement would be to 
tS owe in News ace i with his 

awa ass viol, a 
the Bil Bive. eae 

In sequence, Lino Carenzio m.c.’s 
the opening Illusions of Paris. That's 
typical of the ‘Folies Bergere’ 
Parade of beauts and the various 
conceits. The Illusion. of Dancing, 
the Flower Illusion, the Naughty 
Illusion, etc., come forward. Corinne 
is the stripper, but the nude stuff is 
limited and very tastefully done via 
novelty loin-cloths and bras to 
shield the figure. 

., Ketty Mara and Partner (New 
Acts), with a very clever monkey 
pard, is a novelty sock up early in 
he show. The chimp is an extra- 
ordinary clever worker; doing acro- 
atics, lifts and holds, although Miss 
Mara tees off her stuff in solo 
fashion, as if she were doing con- 
Vential acrobatic terps. She does 
that portion of it quite well. 
D alo with his partners Lilyan & 
ania keynote the ‘For a Man’ num- 
tra? wherein the lookers parade in 
ee of Malo. This calls for a 
sashion parade, and segues into a 
tnpsichorean-pugilistic conceit be- 
ween the two gals, fighting over 
Mu set in a miniature prize-ring. 
an is a nice personality. 
_ Les Juvelys (New Acts) do amaz- 
ing teeter-board balancing and acro- 
atics, plus head-to-head balancing 
on oversized rubber balls that gasp 
the customers. : 
ie Dormonde Bros. with their 
pi Aad panto highlight the bourse 
ara This is a standard vaude- 
y e act, novelty of which is the 
0s€ manner in which the comedy 
Cyclist cuts corners, A pseudo-cycie 
Aockey game is another highlight. 
half Pache scene finales the first 
ae There usual grisettes, gigolos, 
Soutia €s a clever lamppost dance 
¢ Ashour (New Acts) takes the firs 
Stanza aie eee eee 
Apache eee with comedy 

\ll through the first half, the ex- 
cellent Jean Le Seyeux staging and 

me. Natalie Komarova’s choreog- 
raphy assert themselves (1) on 


empo and speed, (2) general 
pes sO as to hold it down to a 


Ppy 50 minutes, and (3) a color- 
ful rhumba-rhythmed tempo in the 
erp motif. Irene Helda, Nice Ros- 
chin, the Robenis and Roberton all 
Stand out in this portion in important 


€, and the finale by Lucienne} 





Skeered 





Lasi winter the French Casino 
(N. Y.) had a big bird number 
in its revue and the manage- 
ment sent out 20 canaries to 
the N. Y. nitery critics. The 
current new show has a mon- 
key number and the scribes 
were similarly gifted with a pet 
squirrel-monkey, 

Latter gave the newspaper- 
men so much trouble through 
escapes and recaptures (it upset 
the N. Y. Times’ staid atmos- 
pher2 for a full half hour) that 
the boys are wishing Cliff 
Fischer doesn’t decide to put on 
an elephant number and give 
away behemoths to the news- 
papermen. 








\for St. 








contributions although getting fuller 
opportunities later on. 


Lino Carenzio and Corinne, latter 
featured in a solo dance opportunity, 
tee off ‘Bird in the Night,’ which 
resumes the second part. Thence 
into Herman Hyde’s socko comedy 
interlude. Hyde, like a couple of the 
other acts, is American and not 
Frenchy, although the general at- 
mosphere is Continental. Still, it 
pars the traditional ‘Folies Bergere’ 
cavalcade of international novelties 
from all lands. 


‘Algeria’ is the big spec of the 
second portion with Germaine 
Roger doing a fine prima donna job, 
straightened by Lino Carenzio as the 
gigolo. All the color of Mohamed- 
land is deftly compressed into this 
flash sequence—the sheiks, snake 
charmer, acrobats, jugglers, slave 
merchants, carpet sellers, dancing 
girls, camels, etc. 

Instead of the fore- and hind-legs 
of the traditional stage-donkey, this 
time Les Menchiassi do a comedy 
camel, including a bit of climbing 
into the audience and pseudo-scaring 
of the ringsiders. Nico Roschin with 
an eccentric dance; The Robenis as 
the Arab family of pyramid-builders 
and jumpers, and the Juvelys stand 
out in this sequence. 


Bil and Bil let it down with their 
trite-Hfts and holds, chiefly negated 
because of the spot. The spec finale 
is “The Nobility of France,’ with a 
prop crown utilized on each per- 
former as a cue for applause in the 
stand-out bits. The combined Lou 
Breese and Russ Morgan orchestras 
also come in for the ‘crowning,’ and 
incidentally the Breese boys, did a 
yeoman job playing for the revue. 
They further color the presentation 
throughout by changing to charac- 
teristic headpieces, with each new 
number; thus a fez for Algiers, a 
characteristic rue de Lappe head- 
gear for the Apache number, etc. 

Departure for the French Casino 
series to date was the spontaneous 
audience calling for Fischer to come 
on for a bow. He in turn brought 
on Le Seyeux and Mme. Komarova 
for bends, another departure. 

It’s no great trade secret by now, 
of course, that this new Fischer 
show went out of its way for values, 
in view of the early advent of the 
new International Casino, also in 
Times Square. That must mean a 
nite life battle of course, for the 
first few weeks anyway, until both 
find their level, with the I. C. in- 
vading the F. C. field, with similarly 
patterned cabaret-theatre revues. 

As part of this scheme of things 
the French Casino management re- 
claimed the ‘Folies Bergere’ title, 
paying a royalty for it, in view of 
the fact that Jacques Charles (of 
the Folies Bergeres, Paris) and 
Pierre Sandrini (Bal Tabarin, Paris) 
are being ballyhooed as staging the 
new International revue. Abel. 


Meadowbrook Club 


(ST. LOUIS) 
St. Louis, Aug. 21, 


Meadowbrook Country Club is 
situated a few miles from corporate 
limits of St. Louis, A combo nite 
club, eating place and gentlemen’s 
club, Meadowbrook is spotted on a 
120-acre tract where a championship 
golf course and a swimming pool are 
available for use by members and 
their guests. Scenic beauty of place 
is unequaled by any other exclusive 
country clubs hereabouts and sets 
off a terraced veranda seating 1,200 
persons. Inclement weather cannot 
mar festivities as sufficient room can 
be found beneath porch, protected 
by screens and awnings, to take care 
of those who utilize terrace in fair 
weather. 

In front of terrace is a circular 
sunken dance floor illuminated by 
vari-colored lights imbedded in side 
of floor and powerful lights placed 
on roof of veranda supply illumina- 
tion for acts on floor and band which 
performs under a brightly colored 
canopy. It’s a swank outdoor spot 
Louis or any other man’s 
town, catering to cla8s element with 
name bands drawing young and old 
for an evening of recreation, enter- 
tainment and good food. 

Advent of William Berberich, 
wealthy owner of a fleet of trucks, 





HIRST’S UNION TIFF 
DELAYS TROC, PHILLY 


Trocadero, Philly, skedded for 
opening last Saturday (21) did not 
ring up due to reported union 
trouble between Izzy Hirst, house 
operator, and local stagehands and 
musicians’ union anent Hirst’s change 
of operating policy for house, 

Last season the Troc played bur- 
lesque on two shows daily sked and 
it is understood that deal between 
Hirst and unions for house were on 
that basis. This season Hirst wants 
to install a grind policy of four or 
five shows a day and the unions want 
a new scale on that new basis. 

Despite Hirst’s ‘idea to drop bur- 
lesque classification all around, Max 
Wilner, operator of the Shubert, 
Philly, will carry burlesque classifi- 
cation on shows and will reopen 
house Sept. 3, alternating shows be- 
tween Quaker City and Apollo, N. Y., 
which Wilner also operates with 
Emmett J. Callahan. 





‘Big Apple’s’ N. Y. Preem 
At Swank Rainbow Room 


The snooty Rainbow Room—of all 
places— was the debut scene of ‘the 
big apple’ into the New York con- 
sciousness, 


Managing director John Roy took 
up the challenge of a newspaperman 
that the Rockefeller nitery was the 
one place this new combination 
Lindyhop-shag-squaredance-Charles- 
ton-and-what-have-you would not be 
staged. Roy decided to fool ‘em and 
got Arthur Murray to coach a group 
of his instructors in the new terp 
routine so that it might be presented 
here. 

Gae Foster, stager at 
N. Y., attended the finals of the 
‘Big Apple’ contest for the North 
and South Carolina championship in 
Columbia, S. C, 

Miss Foster tagged the winners and 
five other competing couples, They 
will be brought north to do their 
stomping in the Roxy stage show 
week of Sept. 3. 


the Roxy, 





Nitery Placements 


_— 





Connor-Blake Orch, Kay Gregory, 
Connie Conrad and Al Hurt to 
Blossom Heath, Oklahoma City. 

Dale Winthrop, Versailles, N. Y. 

Ruth Russell, Village Brewery, 


= > 

Charles and Charlotte Lamberton, 
dancers; Murray's Tuckahoe, N. Y. 

Bette Carter, singer; Betty Wil- 
liams, singer; Virginia Dare, dan- 
— Moon hotel, Coney Island, 
N 


Three Peppers, Hickory House, 
ae 
Jack Russell, singer; Muriel Lane, 


singer, Ben Riley’s Arrowhead Inn, 
Riverdale, N. Y. 


Phil Brito, singer, Mount Royal 
hotel, Montreal. 
Henny Youngman, Gypsy Lee, ac- 
a Surfside, Long Beach, 
N 


‘Ruth Daye, dancer, Paradise, N.Y. 
Ginger Sutton, dancer, Bob Lee, 
m.c.; Wivel, N. Y. 





three years ago began rise of Mead- 
owbrook as pop place in this area. 

Club and facilities are restricted 
to members until 7 p.m., when pub- 
lic is admitted. Meadowbrook has a 
75c. cover charge for every night ex- 
cept Saturday, when charge is tilted 
to $1. Cuisine is of best and $2 din- 
ners are popular. 

Through tieup with radio station 
KSD bands are aired twice nightly 
from 9:45 to 10 and from 11 to 11:30. 
Show caught Wednesday (18) con- 
sisted of two acts, Burt and King, 
novelty dance team, and Jeanne 
Goodner, tap and acrobatic dancer. 

Individuals in Ted Weems’ orch 
supply balance of entertainment that 
satisfies customers 100%. Miss Good- 
ney. a brunette looker, opened show, 
doing a tap routine that was only 
fair but returning later for a fine 
acrobatic dance. Perry Como, bari- 
tone soloist, warbled three numbers 
that clicked. Elmo Tanner, whistler, 
is much above average of this class 
of entertainers but it remained for 
Red Ingle, violinist, to cop biggest 
hand of the orch performers. 

He and two pals did several com- 
edy songs. Burt and King gave 
swell interpretative ‘Dance of the 
Cobra,’ a combo of ballroom and 
rhumba. Burt is a well built, per- 
sonable young man. Miss King is a 
peachy looking blonde. After a 
change that enables Miss Goodner to 
do her second number and Ingle to 
score with his ‘Phantom on the E 
String,’ a swell nonsense bit played 
on one violin string, Burt and King 
come back for their ‘Parisian Tango’ 
routine that socked, Sahu. 








Name Act Famine 








Rising Labor Costs 
Worrying Nitery Ops 


‘The thing that’s gonna kill us 
all off is labor,’ is the cry of the 
N. Y. niteries right now. 

Rising labor costs in a business 
which calls for a multiplicity of 
manpower is scaring off the nite 
club managements. They’ve been 
accustomed to passing on much of 
the costs—notably on service, etc.— 


to the public, via the tipping sys- 
tem, but now the demands for a 
basic minimum labor fee adds up 


into sizable totals. 


MASON CITY, 1A., GETS 








Mason City, Ia., Aug. 24. 

Cecil theatre will offer stage 
shows after a lapse of 10 years. Tom 
Arthur, manager of the Cecil will 
relight house Aug. 28 with ‘Passing 
Parade,’ an Ernie Young unit com- 
prising cast and chorus of 60. He 
has also booked another Young pro- 
duction ‘Cavalcade of Hits’ to follow 
in and will use audience reaction to 
these as a barometer as to whether 
town wants stage shows or not. 

The box office take will be the 
acid test. 


N. Y. NITERIES SET FOR 
LEGION CONVENTION 


With the American Legion con- 
vention in New York starting next 
week, the niteries, theatres, etc., look 
to the usual boom attendant to such 
sizeable influx of visitors. 

The N. Y. cops and other more 
conservative agencies, including the 
hotels which benefit from the advent 
of the Legionnaires, are not so en- 








thusiastic, knowing that sometimes 
such whoop-de-doos turn into a 
shambles. 
ar 
Showmanship 
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line on the copy, all of which is 
retailer-plug stuff. 

Audience going into the audi- 
torium gets a stick of Wrigley’s 
gum, and told it’s to relax ‘em, so 
they can listen properly. After the 
program, on the way out, each per- 
son is handed a printed copy of that 
night’s commercial, suitable for 
framing. 

-Show is Columbia, with origina- 
tion at WBBM here. 





Rice Giveaway 
San Antonio. 

KMAC had another treat day on 
Aug. 14. Every oy calling the 
station between 10 and 12 noon, and 
between 4 and 6 p.m., was given 
free a package of ‘Uncle Ben’s 
Plantation Rice.’ Over 1,000 phone 
calls were completed, according to 
Station Manager Howard Davis. 





Swim Meet ’Cast 


* St. Joseph, Mo. 
KFEQ broadcast’ a stroke-by- 
stroke description of the Missouri 
Meow 4 A.A. swimming tourney 
held here early last week. 

Remote emg 4 was made from 
side of pool in which meet was held. 
Prentiss Mooney, news-commentator 
on WFEQ for St. Joseph News-Press 
palavered the acquatics. 


Details Costs 
Chicago. 

Spector-Goodman here, represent- 
ing WCFL’s ‘Top o’ the Morning’ 
two-hour daily early morning period, 
using a one-sheet to plug the show, 
include in it information as to how 
time is parceled out into 14 individu- 
ally sponsored one-minute periods, 
giving price and merchandising tie- 
ups. 

In comparing the cost ($193.60 for 
14 one-minute periods), plugger 
gives relative amounts to be had for 
that money on WBBM or WGN, then 
admits that no time is available on 
either of those stations, but there is 
on WCFL. Price quoted includes 
everything: time, talent, and awards. 
Program is in the hands of Ed. F. 
Roche who brought idea here from 
the Coast. As a whole, it gives 15 
tickets a day. to Balaban & Katz the- 
atres, and two weekly prizes of 13- 
day all-expense trips to Miami 
through an ‘Embarrassing Moments’ 
contest, sans box-tops or proofs of 
sale tie-ups. Agency is also using 
Saturday and Sunday display ads in 
five Chicago dailies, and a minimum 
of 40 billboards to plug the show. 
Talent used is transcribed, except for 
Bob Hawk. local favorite, who acts 
as m.c. Only stipulation as-to ac- 
counts is that they be non-competi- 





tive, 


IST VAUDE IN 10 YRS.’ 


| the Orph opening Aug. 27. 


(Continued from page 1) 





Tucker, Belle Baker and numerous 
others traditionally good for a once- 
around in theatres that could stand 
top bracket salaries are no longer 
available either through being lucra- 
tively occupied in radio and on pix, 
or else are no longer interested in 
the p.a. dates because of the hard 
work, or because the extra coin al- 
legedly means ‘working for Uncle 
Sam,’ because of the high tax 
brackets. 
Hungry for Attractions 
Last week John J. Friedl was in 


|New York following an unsuccessful 


talent quest in Chicago in hope of 
lining up some strong b.o. attrac- 











tions for the Orpheum, Minneapslis, 
and others of the Publix Northwest 
Circuit, of which he is general man- 
ager. He landed Rudy Vallee for 
He was 
particularly anxious to set a strong 
name show for State Fair Week 
starting in Minneapolis Sept. 4, 
finally deciding on Duke Ellington 
and band. 

That there’s plenty of money 
around for acts is further accentu- 
ated in a report that motor car 
manufacturers in Detroit are pre- 
pared to spend upwards of $100,000 
for entertainment during special 
dealer showings in Detroit. 

Ray Gorrell, of Delbridge-Gorrell 
Agency, Detroit, who will book 
shows for the auto men, is in New 
York this week trying to align name 
shows. So far he hasn’t made much 
headway. 

The excess income angle wherein 
top bracket salares in radio and pix 
would have to give the Government 
a sizable slice of the extra money 
earned on p.a.’s has much to do with 
the reluctance by the big money 
boys and girls to give vaude a tum- 
ble now. But whatever the reason, 
name acts just won't be bothered 
about or with vaude any more. 

Hypos Salaries 

One cheery outlook for the estab- 
lished vaude performer this season 
is a tilt in salary. Acts with reps 
for bracing a bill, even though 
lacking as b.o. bait, are asking and 
getting tilts of 25-30%. 

With both circuit and indie book- 
ers getting furrowed foreheads be- 
cause of the increasing paucity of 
standard, established and effective 
acts, those turns with strong show 
reputations are so in demand they 
are able to gain sizeable tilts over 
last season’s stipend, 

As an instance, Ina Ray Hutton’s 
all-gal orch is getting (and won't 
take less than) $4,000 a week this 
season as against $3,000 of last year; 
Three Stooges $1,750 against $1,500; 
Ross Wyse, Jr., $450 against $375; 
Paul Gerrits $750 against $400; Tip, 
Top and Toe $650 against $450; Eddie 
Rio and Rio Bros. $750 against $600; 
Three Sailors $1,200 against $850. 

Henny Youngman could have been 
had last winter for $200; this season 
he’s upped to $1,000 net. Red Skel- 
ton, distinctly a vaude ‘find’ of last 
winter, has gone up to $1,000 from 
$300. 

And so it is with flock of other 
grooved-in acts that vaudfilm man- 
agers have found can entertain ‘’em. 
They don’t really need names, man- 
agers finding ability of true vaude 
genre difficult enough to get. 

Oddly, flash acts aren’t generally 
getting the salary tilts other types 
of acts are. Several seasons ago 
flashes inched their way up to what 
is a pretty good level for vaude 
these times, and due to the not over- 
crowded field have maintained it. A 
good flash of four or five people can 
get $1,000 a stanza regularly in 
vaude, These acts can work pretty 
regularly during the winter, and in 
hot months either work in niteries 
as a unit or split up into teams and 
singles for cafe specialty turns. 


Strand, B’klyn, May 
Add Vaude Sept. 2 


Warner Bros. is considering a 
policy of stage bands, with acts, for 
the Strand, Brooklyn. 

While tentative date set for stage 
shows is Sept. 2, it may be post- 
poned, negotiations meantime being 
on with the unions to see what ar- 
rangements can be made on musi- 
cians and stage hands. Meantime, 
also, there has been no decision as to 
what the box office scale with stage 
shows would be. House has for 
several years been playing double 
features at a 40c. top. It never had 
stage shows. 

Talent would be booked by the 
Warner booking office. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Motif is French in the Music Hall 
stage this week, carrying all the 
way through from the ‘Gems from 
Gounod’ orchestra selection to the 
finale by the Rockettes, one of the 
precision numbers from which that 
Paris Exposition audience probably 
hasn’t yet recovered. It seems to be 
preace'e week in New York show 
business, with the French Casino 
opening its new show, ‘Emile Zola 
(WB) being biographed at the Holly- 
wood and the Paris stylists getting 
a break in ‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA) at 
the Music Hall. Vive la France, or 
something. 

Despite the effectiveness of the 
spectacle portion of this Music Hall 
show, it’s an old fashioned Punch 
and Judy turn that cops major en-| 
thusiasm. Tommy Trent is the lad 
pulling the strings and the first por- 
tion of the act is the same old Punch 
and Judy business. If there were 
any doubt about the derivation of 
Punch, this version of the familiar 
routine weuld dispell it. Punch is 
his old chip-on-the-shoulder self, 
just as slug-dippy as ever and just 
as able to take it. For a flash, Trent 
comes from behind scenery to dangle 
a Negro puppet through a truckin 
routine, with a neat ending in a 
purple fluorescent spot which shows 
only the puppet. Best hand of the 
show. 

After medley of Gounod selections, 
show opens with an old-world min- 
uet by the Music Hall ballet, against 
a handsome garden set. Effect is 
decorative, sole weakness being 
slightly garish color contrasts of the 
costumes. With the stage still loaded 
with dancers, Margarita Silva trills 
a song, with the customary flute ac- 
companiment. 

Titans, balance gymnasts, on next 
and hold attention for nine minutes 
with extraordinarily designed and 
executed lifts. Stuff is done much 
more slowly than most teams, the 
three lads thereby adding plenty to 
the showmanship of the act. Much 
of it really tough. Nice hand. — 

Locale shifts to French Algiers 
for next turn, the Glee Club offering 
an effective number as members of 
the Foreign Legion at a desert fort- 
ress. Handsomety staged and capably 
handled. Musical arrangement high- 
lights the act. 

Rockettes, on last with a crowded 
stage, finale a Martinique number 
marked by extremely tasteful stage 
design and costuming. Color con- 
trasts are vivid and complimentary, 
while the ensemble grouping is ex- 

rtly arranged. Rockettes are in 
lackface as Martinique native girls, 
with costumes accenting the reds 
and yellows. Routine consists of 
complicated formations first, then 
the usual long line, with precision 
kicks and gyrations. Fine hand for 
the finale, as usual. 

Film is ‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA), 
business near capacity Fridav (19) 
night. Hobe. 


Orpheum, Salt Lake 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 22. 

By Woodbury, band leader and 
m.c., dominates current footlight fare 
here. Four other acts shaped up 
okay, but so far as genuine entertain- 
ment is concerned, band dished up 
the socko variety. 

All acts work in front of Wood- 
bury’s outfit. During the entire bill, 
Woodbury, a personable home town 
young man, does some unobtrusive 
m.c.’ing. 

Despite fact that the band is billed 
next shut, the outfit, numbering 
13 cleffers, staged a unique 10 min- 
ute act built along the King Cole 
nursery rhymes idea. 

Novelty arias contributed by a vig- 
orous chorus of eight bandmen 
which stirs deserved audience en- 
thusiasm. Number ends in _ fast 


‘tempo with entire ensemble swing- 


ingly engaged in a hot rendition of 
the Cole chanteys, coupled with sub- 
stantial pipe workouts. Backdrop, 
incidentally, blends in with idea of 
stage numbers. 

First of acts, is Prince and Prin- 
cess Selandia, billed as azure 
blooded hoofers from the lands of 
the fjords and kippered herring. 
Scandinavians, working in faultless- 
ly formal clothes, present not-too- 
original standard ballroom terp steps 
to the tune of Blue Danube waltz. 
Latter portion of their act clicks, 
however. It is four variations of the 
tango as danced in London, Paris. 
Berlin and New York City. In each 
of their impressions, pair don meag- 
er accoutrement to enhance their 
rendition. 

Emery Epperson, band fiddler. 
takes a bow next. It’s a house pol- 
icy to introduce some member of the 
band weekly. Violinist registers 
with ‘Fiddlin’ the Fiddle.’ 

Third in line is Manning and 
Mitzi. Latter is a cute black-and- 
white fox terrier, whose assortment 
of imitations wins hearty plaudits. 
It’s a unique act, with Manning serv- 
ing as stooge for the pup, who, like 
his master, wears a full dress suit, 
fastened with a zipper. Dog’s chores 
simulating a drunk garnered plenty 
of palm pats. Manning gives his 
dos a rest while he taps. 

Bob Blackner, billed as a ‘Cowboy 
Tenor’ appears in a candy suit. 
warbline a couple of stiffly posed 
ditties. His first, ‘Road to Manda- 
lay, lacked vitality, and his ‘Home 
on the Range’ was minus the appeal 
of the rolling plateaus. ees 

Senater Murphy, hoke politician, 
whose dialectic delivery is a concec- 


tion of a Tammany hall heeler, a 
Hebe pants salesman and a Greek 
lunchstand operator, bellows an en- 
tertaining soap box ballyhoo. His 
husky voice and animated delivery 
packed much entertainment, even if 


a greater rtion of his speech was 
cencuaneel with puns and slightly 
off color yarns. His affable per- 


sonality helped considerably. : 

House is minus revue trimmings, 
such as tried out last month. Line 
of giris and production numbers 
abandoned in favor of more potent 
entertainment features. 

Pic is ‘Super Sleuth’ names 

uss. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 
Washington, Aug. 22. 

Five years of staging annual all- 
local revues has made annual splurge 
quite an event and this year’s ‘Go- 
ing Native’ is no exception. Gene 
Ford, who has produced all five and 
moved in as house director four 
years ago, has shot the works on 
this edition, even using some of his 
own tunes, before leaving next 
month for New York and job on 
coast with MG. Show is dedicated 
to him in swank four-page program 
handed out to customers. 

Cast of 60 is short on sock talent, 
but array of ams and crear of 
crowd working private clubs and 
small niteries is good enough to get 
by without any excuses. 


Although Gordon Hittenmark, Cap 
NBC spieler, gets top billing, he isn’t 
used as m.c., announcements being 
made via pit mike by non-entity. 
Plan speeds up show plenty. Also 
way talent is worked into numbers 
and smart transitions from one 
stunt into the next make for un- 
usually smooth show. 

Outstanding is Dick Leslie, 19- 
year-old impersonator. Kid bounces 
out alone to work front mike in 
one, opening with sign-off of hick 
radio bit about station RSVP. Goes 
into scrap in Hollywood cafe in- 
volving Charlie Chan, Ned Sparks, 
W. C. Fields, getting off to sock 
hand with Joe Penner. Granting 
he only does four minutes and it 
represented his best, it was done 
without props of any kind and he 
held ’em without a lapse. 

Other standouts are Joe and Earl- 
ine King, one-armed ventriloquist 
using radio audition as setting for 
gags with dummy and pretty girl 
with pleasing soprano; Ward Duval, 
accordionist who did nice baritoning 
of ‘Gypsy Love Song’; Claire 
Gregorie, blonde warbler who led 
opening a la Alice Faye; Mary Janes 
Zernia and Lee O'Neill, each given 
a chance for a standard but good 
tap routine; and Jack McCalley, 
chalk artist who does two palm- 
tree scenes without opportunity to 
demonstrate whether he has the 
other requisites. 

Hittenmark is introduced via com- 
edy ditty, sung by tapping trio with 
blackouts in background, kidding 
three ace morning radio chatterers. 
He confines himself to pleasing 
how-do-you-do and presentation of 
Helen Greene, Miss Washington of 
1927, who smiles, gags a bit with 
Hittenmark and goes into satisfac- 
tory rendition of ‘Sweet Sue’ and 
‘Dinah.’ 

‘Washboard Blues,’ sextette of 
colored rhythmaniacs, rip off a 
couple of fast numbers with kazoos, 
washboard, etc., getting oke hand 
but they were in last year and the 
novelty has-worn off. 

Three numbers, in which dance 
director Harry Crosley shows 16 
hoofers off to surprising advantage, 
used ‘Getting the Hot Foot’ toe- 
tickling rhythm piece written by 
Ford and Elwood Wilson, house 
saxophonist; ‘Venetian Skies’ and 
‘Rain and Sunshine,’ humable ditties 
by Ford. First gives girls chance 
for smart precision work, second 
uses George Washington University 
Vocal Ensemble in bal masque scene 
and features Rae Russell in toe 
dance, and third brings on Vera 
Miller, toe-tapper, Cody O'Neill and 
Coke Homon, comedy hoofers, Hallie 
Mae Reed and Edgar Talley, straight 
singers, and entire company which 
finishes against lighted waterfall 
background, 

Pic is ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) 





and biz nice. Craig. 


‘Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


It’s hot in New York and news is 
dead around the world. At the Em- 
bassy, N. Y., there isn’t much news 
to be seen via the screen, but it’s 
cool and, at two-bits a throw there 
are perhaps enough customers avail- 
able no matter what. 

Starts. off like as if it’s going to 
be exciting, with the Chinese War 
headiined. But only a couple of 
mild shots via News of Day and 
Par, both claiming to be exclusive 
although almost duplicates. Movie- 
tone and Par give Spain a once-over 
lightly, N of D shows FDR making 
speech and the important shots of 
the day are over. From then on, 
it’s strictly filler. 

As to the showing by the various 
companies, Fox Movietone leads with 
11. U, Pathe and Par tie for second 
with seven each and News of Day 





only shows up three times. Kanf. 


|edy was spotty. 


MOGADOR PARIS 


Paris, Aug. 13. 
Vaude-revue in two acts (30 scenes) pro- 
duced by Mitty Goldin; dances by Leslie 
Earl and Carlos Machado; costumes, Max 
Weldy: orchestra direction, Fred Mele, At 
Mogador, Paris, 





Goidin again proves he knows just 
how much to put into a show to 
make it stand up. This one has only 
one outstanding item, its star, Mis- 
tinguett. Backing her up area group 
of artists well enough known to 
draw, but only a few of whom may 
be classed in the top category. 

Although the first part of the show 
is really straight variety, the acts 
are presented in a fashion that fits 
in with the second half. Use of a 
line of Blue Bell Girls and the Mo- 
gador Ladies add smoothness to this 
part. Girls do little dancing, but 
costumes and looks are o. k. Top- 
ping this first section are Drean, Mar- 
seille comedian, and Ciro Rimac’s 
Cuban Muchachos. 

Opening is noisy, with too many 
people on the stage. What is in- 
tended to be a lively send-off falls 
flat. Atlas Troupe comes on at the 
end of the opening song. Their acro- 
batics over only fairly; too slow and 
hampered by lack of room. 

Stetson follows, to click again with 
his top-hat and cigar box juggling. 
Last time seen, a few months ago, 
his act was a bit shaky and the com- 
No changes have 
been made, it is just done in a more 
professional manner now. Symphony 
in Blue opens with parading by the 
Mogador Ladies and a few simple 
steps by the Blue Bell Girls. This is 
topped by the fast and limber step 
dancing of Carlos Machado. 

King Kong Perdue and troupe are 
next, - Giant’s lighted cigarette swal- 
lowing in the midst of tossing his 
partner around goes well. 

Followed by another American act, 

Frank Libuse, whose piano antics 
brought him the best hand in the 
first half. Following is the Mar- 
seillaise accent of Drean. Like most 
French comedians, he sings almost 
tuneless songs and tells stories. Lat- 
ter is his specialty, and his yarns 
don’t fail to please. 
Ciro Rimac’s band is used for the 
last part of the first division. Cuban 
rhythm he turns out is nothing less 
than torrid. Rimac’s son, Charlie 
Boy, three girls, Latin American 
dancers, and the singer Marguerite 
Jade all get a good share of hand- 
slapping with the band. Windup, with 
all the troupe on, is again more 
noisy than necessary. 

Second half starts more smoothly 
than the first but has the same fault 
at the end—anticlimax. Stage is 
filled slowly and in varying manners 
to build up to the first appearance of 
Mistinguett. Curtain opens on An- 
dre Zibral, Al Kremer, Georges Lam- 
bros, Leo Kok and Bobby Vaisberg, 
who sing the praises of Miss. Five 
groups of girls enter, each singing a 
different song dressed to fit their 
tunes, led by Jeanine Baran, Mar- 
guerite Jade. Suzy Delaire. Suzanne 
Kelian and Sabine Earl. Mistinguett 
then enters, and from there on the 
show is hers. 

Her personality is absolutely 
unique. In all her nine appearances 
there is only one time she does not 
stand out. She commands the eye 
almost every second she is on the 
stage. Her voice has grown a little 
more husky than befits even a husky 
voiced singer, but she is more than 
ever a showman. She is a showman 
of the kind the French like: she 
knows what her audiences want and 
she gives it to them. 

Outstanding is the scene ‘Alone.’ 
Here Miss is the discarded mistress, 
shunned by her former lover as he 
enters a night club with another 
woman. Revolving stage is used to 
show scenes as she is picked up by 
a passerby and enters the cabaret 
with him. Fight is the outcome when 
the two men meet, and her lover is 
killed. She returns to the street to 
go into the French version of the 
song ‘Alone.’ Georges Lambros joins 
her for a duet, which scores heavily. 

In another scene Miss does one 
number in English, ‘My Darling, I 
Love You,’ with the aid of Leo Kok, 
Al Kremer and Georges Lambros. 

Andre Zibral’s scene with Miss, 
close to the end of the show, gets 
the best reception. He takes the stage 
alone and gives a series of imita- 
tions of Chevalier in his lone chore 
at the Casino de Paris. They are all 
tops. Last is Chevalier’s w. k. bum 
song, during which Mistinguett joins 
him. They sing together. exchange 
clever patter and go into another 
song with Miss doing some fairly raw 
dancing. 

Capella and Veronique are spotted 
twice in the last half. Both are 
smooth dancers and their ballroom 
numbers go over well. Bobbv Vais- 
berg. moppet singer. gets a fair hand 
for his only solo. His voice is o. k. 
but there isn’t enough of it. Geo. 
Dorlis is the only other single in the 
second part. He does some number 
one comedy on the origin of various 
dances. which is liked. 

Windup of show is a letdown: last 
scene is too short after the long 
stand of Dibral and Miss. Attempt 
to get house to sing, stunt which has 
been tried in several revues here of 
late. falls flat. 

Although Goldin opened In mid- 





summer with a tough fight ahead to 





get back what the house cost him, he 
has a show which should help him 
win, if anything will. Mistinguett 
on the marquee should mean some- 
thing to the tourists and, since prices 
are a notch lower than other big re- 
vues in town, it should pull well 
enough among the foreigners and 
provincials to hold up until vacation 
time is over in Paris. After that the 
going should be easy. Hugo. 


PALACE, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 21. 
Probably the time will never come 





when the public realizes that it’s 
the Slim Timblins, the Barto and| 
Manns, the Adele Nelsons, who make | 


real entertainment, and not Fluff | 
Nosegay, 


arrested last week for | 


socking her mother, or Jerome Hair- | 


waver, coal miner turned picture} 
star. If they did realize it, the crowd 
trying to get into the Palace this 
week would break the doors down. 

Nobody’s eight or ten lengths 
ahead of the rest. It’s about even all 
the way, and swell variety enter- 
tainment, satisfying in every respect. 

Adele Nelson’s dancing elephants 
get first crack at the audience, and 
it’s a telling sock. Three elephants, 
well powdered and _ with red 
enameled toe-nails, go through a 
beautifully paced routine of tricks, 
not only the regular stuff, but class 
dancing—black bottoms, waltzes, 
Charlestons, and a fan routine. 
Then, to finish, a ball-game which 
is tops. Details are all in, from) 
pitcher-catcher conference to the 
slide for base. Stuff for the kiddies, 
but papa and mama’ll fight to see 
who takes ’em. 

In the deuce spot is Cass Daley. 
She whams a click bunch of -blues 
right into the back row. Plenty good 
in voice and stage presence. 

Slim Timblin is third. The preach- 
er and the wedding in blackface. 
Still up-to-date, and still worth big 
billing. 

Barto and Mann in fourth and 
doing .right well with their hoofing 
and rough-housing. No need to 
change anything. It clicks. 

Helen Denizon and her American 
Rockets are the flash act. And plenty 
flashy. Miss Denizon, herself, does 
only one number, a toe thing, but, 
in it, she pushes out enough charm 
to make anybody applaud. Nice 
work, nice smile, nice routine. The 
Rockets are six boys and six girls. 
They can and do dance. First is a 
Hawaiian routine that rates a cup 
for costuming and drill. Finale di- 
vides ’em into groups for corking 
adagio acrobatic work. 

House capacity at first show Sat- 
urday. Picture ‘Love Under Fire’ | 
(20th). Loop. | 





ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Aug 22. 

It isn’t a vaudeville show accord- 
ing to the strict interpretation of 
vaude show line-ups, but it turns up 
as one of the finest and most enter- 
taining shows this house has pre- 
sented in many moons. And that the 
public pays off on entertainment is 
indicated from the capacity business. 

They had been saying that maybe 
the Oriental was washed up. But 
that was only because business was 
soggy; and business was flabby only 
because the shows weren't what the 


public wanted. This week proves 
that the Oriental or any other house 
is as live as its current show. And 
this show has plenty of life. 

In the first place, for the bargain 
seekers current line-up gives plenty. 
Lou Holtz, Helen Morgan, and Lillian 
Carmen came directly from the Chez 
Paree where the minimum was $2.50 
per for a peek. And here they got 
em for 25c. 

Holtz works hard and well, run- 
ning throughout the show as m.c. 
and clown. Held the show together 
and had it running along at a fine 
clip. Still the ace story teller, he 
was as effective with this two-bits 
audience as he had been at the Chez, 
and here he wisely steered clear of 
overdoing the Bronx stuff. Ingratiat- 
ing performer that puts any audience 
at ease and makes ’em sit up and 
eat out of his hand 

Miss Morgan is on towards the 
end of the show perched on the 
elevated piano. The tearful little ear- 
ful has tied herself eternally to the 
Showboat’ tunes. Whether that’s 
the wisest thing for Miss Morgan, 
time will tell. She was a push-over 
here, and could have stayed on all 
night. 

Lillian Carmen was the third Chez 
Paree importation. Plenty of ener- 
getic singing, with a fine, smooth de- 
livery and excellent salesmanship. 
Punches her songs over with pep 
and personality. Went well with this 
mob, and looks a cinch for any 
audience. 

Those Lorie Bros. are recognized 
by many in audience since their ap- 
pearance in shorts and especially 
‘New Faces’ flicker. Make a fine 
novelty act that will Satisfy any- 
where with their Mexican instru- 
mentalizing, singing and dancing. 


Their half-pint size warms ’em to 
any mob, no.matter how deadpan. 
Dick Gary is only tapster and hoofer 
on the bill, and was okay. 

Picture was ‘Mile From Heaven’ 
(20th). Business capacity at the last 
Gold. | 





show on Friday. 


—= 


FOX, DETROIT 


‘ Detroit, Aug. 292 

_ Eddy Duchin and his band are do. 
ing plenty to hypo gate receipts 
here. Payees, and there were gobs 
of ’em at early show Friday evening 
on Page go nuts over everything 
Duchin dishes out for ’em. Which 
is plenty. 

Show, set in a smooth garden ar. 
rangement with nifty lighting of 
fects, runs about 45 minutes. Be. 
sides Duchin and band, there’s Pa. 
tricia Norman, rhythmic songster: 
Stanley Worth, baritone: Three S,° 
phisticated Ladies, knockabout hoof. 
ers; Mario and Floria, dance duo 
and Miriam Verne, tapster. ; 


While most of these turns would 
be a credit alone to anybody’s bill 
the show’s still all Duchin, with em: 
phasis on the all. Hands out set of 
piano specialties which not only gar. 
ner constant applause, but virtually 
has audience dancing in the aisles 
Pianist likewise paces band through 
several pop tunes, sock, and tops 
off with a wow arrangement of 
La sige 4 Weather.’ Combine these 
with uchin’s inimitable m.c.’ing, 
and you've got sock all the way. 

Three Sophisticated Ladies, whose 
nice appearance belies their zany 
knockabouts, have the No. 4 spot 
and do lot with it. Two brunets and 
a blond, garbed in silvery gowns. 
forced to beg off after swift ses. 
sion of hoofing, acrobatics and non- 
sense. 

Patricia Norman, cute trick in 
blue, is brought out by Duchin for 


coupla truckin’-vocalizin’ tunes 
which set well. Could have stood 
an encore. 


Deucer is Miriam Verne, who as a 
tapper has plenty to recommend her. 
Appearance in yellow flimsy is val- 
uable asset, and hoofing is plenty 
smooth and deft. Mario and Floria, 
ballroom hoofers, have coupla nice 
numbers, including a rumba which. 


while a doesn’t vary enough 
from their ballroom turn. Pair 
abounds in grace, however, and 


should do okay almost anywhere 
with a little more variety. 

In absence of Sam Jack Kaufman, 
overture chores are in hands of 
Herschell Lieb, who sticks pit orch 
through nifty rendition of ‘Orphelus’ 
abetted by violin solo. 

On screen, ‘Love Under 
(20th). 


Fire’ 
Pete. 


PALACE, CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, Aug. 22. 

Rather strangely spotted bill at 
RKO Palace, which carelessly mixes 
standard vaude acts and radio names, 
and by doing so takes edge off one 
of its topliners. 

Red Norvo’s orchestra is merely a 
musical background, just stooging 
for Mildred Bailey and the others. 
It only does a coupla straight num- 
bers. Perhaps that’s just as well, 
for localites never did go for Red’s 
lickety brand of swingcopation. Not 
very flattering, however, is the fact 
that band’s routine is abruptly in- 
terrupted by Vera Fern and Radio 
Ramblers doing repeats. 

Former especially suffers from 
spotting. A tall, willowy girl, she 
opens bill in silver sequined outfit 
doing some satisfactory taps. Work 
here is better than her last bow with 
band, doing conventional kicks and 
flips that only slow up the tempo. 
Change in costume necessary, but 
could be done more smoothly. 

Ramblers, as deucers, wallop the 
bill into high with sharply deliv- 
ered impersonatians and belly-laugh 
travesty. Trio’s leader wins overt 
house by take-off of Voice of Ex- 
perience, Boake Carter and operatic 
bit which are familiar but more 
sure-fire than his Henry Armetta 
satire. Later with orchestra fol- 
lowing femme dancer, they sell & 
smart Foreign Legion skit emphati- 
cally. Robust humor cops the loud- 
est laughs. 

Barr and Estes, on next, have the 
slickest turn of taps and eccentric 
numbers uncorked here this sum- 
mer. A refreshing quality to their 
broken rhythms, with the lanky mala 
partner demonstrating that leg-twist- 
ing soft-shoe steps can be more slyly 
amusing and fascinating than the 
best of taps, Stub-holders wake up 
to his comedy ability when he does 
his ‘how-I-learned-my-steps’ stunt. 
Girl also a fast hoofer. 

Stan Kavanaugh holds fourth spot 
capably as ever. Repeats his slow- 
timed ball and Indian club juggling 
gags, which are as fixed as a poli- 
ticians’ campaign speeches, but mor? 
surelfire in catching ovations. “_? 
urday night reactions sounded as |! 
younger generation hadn't seen him 
before. ; : 

After one blistering swing by h's 
orchestra, Norvo executes some swell 
xylophone pounding in swing time, 
throwing in hot licks and howe 
Develops a fine build-up for Mildre: 
Bailey. Plumper than ever but i 
rare vocal form, all her songs are 
of the hotcha variety with exception 
of ‘Gone With Wind. House ©¢X: 
pected her to revive one of her we 
faves, like ‘Rockin’ Chair Blues, 9U° 
she didn’t. 

Vocalization of ‘Stop Your Shout- 
in’’ is co-headliners’ liveliest ditty. 
‘What’cha Going to Do?’ coming nax*. 
‘Peckin’ is old stuff by now, 9% 
Mildred makes it a smash again 1" 
finale, helped by Red’s and must 
cians’ clowning. One set = : 
throughout, but it’s okay in colo! 
fulness. 

‘Love Under Fire’ (20th-Fox) | 
pic: combination pleasing enoush r 
draw packed houses over eae 
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LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Temporarily, anyhow, this house 
steals the swing thunder on Broad- 
way from the Paramount. Chick 
Webb’s orch (New Acts), one of the 


‘cinal interpolated-mrusic blasters, 
Hr Ella Fitzgerald (New Acts), a 
top-flight colored : songstress and 
also quite a recording artist on her 
own, form the major portion of the 
State’s current vaude show. 

Also in the Webb act currently as 
an added attraction is the eccentric 
team of Chuck and Chuckles, colored 
puck ’n’ wing comics whose dancing 
and mugging are of an exceptionally 
high order. , 

Webb orch, with the billed name 
attending strictly to his specialty of 
whamming the drums and cymbals, 
comprises a standout audience sock. 
Thursday night, the audience 
wouldn’t let them go, with the 
buxom Miss Fitzgerald, who could 
have gone on and on, and Chuck and 
Chuckles coming in for a good meas- 
ure of the approbation. 

Rest of the State’s show, down to 
four acts this week because o. the 
band’s running time, is standard. 
Opener is Geynne, smooth magician 
with a bag full of excellent tricks. 
Deuce spot is held down by Brown 
and Ames, mixed double-talk com- 
edy team who scored high at this 
catching, while Collins and Peter- 
son, a steady repeater at this house, 
are in next-to-closing. They more 
than hold up the laugh average set 
by the Brown and Ames turn. 

Pic is ‘Easy Living’ (Par) and biz 
was good on a very hot night. 

Scho, 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 20. 
This town will sign a blank check 
for Ethel Shutta any time. Songs- 
tress and spouse, George Olsen, with 
his band, share the marquee at the 


Stanley this week, but the show and 
the house all hers by a mile. Olsen 
brings her on at the close of an 
otherwise pretty fair program and 
applause at her entrance evidences 
her strong personal following. 

Contrast of the dynamic Miss 
Shutta with the radio songsters who 
freeze fast to the mike post stands 
the house right on its collective ear. 
She gives them six numbers, includ- 
ing ‘Lady Is a Tramp,’ ‘Head Tucked 
Underneath Her Arm,’ ‘Ozarks Call- 
ing Me Home,’ one of her surefire 
kid numbers, and ‘Delovely.’ She 
quit leaving the customers pleading 
for more. 

Calgary Bros., also on the Stanley 
bill, rate next to her in appeal. Boys 
make good fun in nostalgic panto- 
mime stuff, including a ‘slow motion’ 
routine that scores heavily. 

The rest of the show is all Olsen, 
the maestro presenting two other 
singers, Edith Caldwell and Leighton 
Noble, in brief spots and letting 
band bear rest of the burden. Band 
is high class stuff, smartly turned 
out and smartly presented. The boys 
are well trained in the typical, 
smooth Olsen manner and might be 
sensational on their own, but the 
whole works is eclipsed by Miss 
Shutta. The show runs just a little 
more than 50 minutes. 

Picture is ‘Topper.’ Dave, Broudy’s 
pit orchestra is heard only enough 
to satisfy the local’s rules. Biz 
dandy. 


TEATRO HISPANO 


Latest attempt (third) as a vaud- 
filmer. does not give much promise 
of lasting any longer than the others 
when the theatre was the Cam- 


poamor and later the Cervantes. 
Current flesh entertainment does not 
compare favorably with the pre- 
ceding Cervantes lineup of fine 
talent, so it stands even less chance 
of staying unless reduced nut of 
lesser entertainment helps. 

J. G. del Pozo, maestro-producer- 
manager, tried to please all the dif- 
ferent elements in this polyglot 
neighborhoad with assorted talent of 
Mexican, Anpeeine. Spanish, Cuban 
and Puerto Rican performers, aided 
by a Mex film ‘Osos Hombres’ in a 
more than three hour combined 
show. 

Show portion was not arranged 
well and seemed unrehearsed. Na- 
tive singing and dancing comprised 
nearly whole show with exception 
of an American juggling act, Russell 
and Duval and Luisito, funny comic. 
Mixture of blondes among the Latin 
ine girls probably included as a 
lure. Latter outdo some of the solo 
entertainers. 

Impresario del Pozo handles the 
inauspicious opening with his band 
on stage backgrounding show. Rosita 
Flores, comedienne-singer and Lidia, 
als? a singer, break ice warbling a 
Couple of native numbers. Was not 
meant to be much and succeeded in 
that. Ted Rodriguez. tap dancer, 
tae, corny in delivery and style, al- 
cough young and good looking. 
eb improve routines. Cesar 

apia, Spanish dancer, does well in 
native stuff and seemingly liked by 
audience. Crooner Carlos Vivan also 

it it off in three songs. Marquita 

Troyana, Mex soprano, one of better 
acts present, also scored with her 
warbling. 

Rosita Flores assists Luisito in 
second of his comic turns. Usual 
male and femme paiter bit familiar 
to Latins. His first appearance in 





drunk turn is just as unfunny and 
stretched as the second. Easily 
pleased audience did not seem to get 
more than one chuckle from antics. 
Dancing of Ana Maria in solo and 
with Tapia one of show’s high spots. 
Both are accomplished and smooth, 
deserving the encores received. 
Evidently management is not even 
trying to interest other than Spanish 
as demonstrated by purely native 
music, dancing, etc. Nothing seen or 
heard could be called popular or 
familiar to other than natives. 
Whether or not they will be in- 
terested is doubtful. Hurl, 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 22. 

It’s Rudy Vallee who’s pulling ’em 
in this week. This appearance is an- 
other victory for Vallee personally, 
but a let-down in expectancy as far 
as the show is concerned. Not that 
the acts aren’t good, each one is posi- 
tively a class turn, but strung to- 
gether, they just don’t jell into a 
fast, frothy show. 


Baron and Blair, top notch dance 
team, with plenty of ability and 
looks, are a good example. Set in 
this show, they’re too much in the 
mood with everything else; a cold, 
technically perfect, but spiritless 
mood. Their first routine is the per- 
sonification of this, their second and 
third, lighter and more buoyant, get 
away from it, but not enough. 

Probably the reason for the feel- 
ing of slowness and coldness getting 
so firmly established is the opening 
and number which follows. Set ina 
swank but simple blue and white 
stand, beautifully lighted, the band 
gets away to an uninspired rendition 
of ‘Heaven Help This Heart O’ 
Mine. A faster number would have 
been better; even the radio theme 
would have puiled more applause. 
But ‘Heaven Help This Heart’ it was, 
and nobody cared; they cared little 
more for the band’s impersonations 
of other type bands either, and the 
bill didn’t amount to too much until 
Mildred Law came on. Hers was 
the first showing of any warmth or 
pep. She’s a good little hoofer, looks 
swell, and should go places. 

Then come the Gentlemen Song- 
sters and Vallee to go a good solid 
number, which holds the pace for 
the appearance of Florence Mayo 
and Pansy, the Horse. They don't 
let it down, either. It’s a nicely 
paced act, well handled. The prop 
horse is still the best yet seen, com- 
bining the ridiculous with the subtle 
touches Lobo used to give the dog 
impersonation. 

Then come Baron and Blair, who 
triumph personally, but who should 
have used different routines for the 
good of the show as a whole. 

Vallee’s own specialties are all 
that is expected, except in the 
opener. Does a couple of numbers, 
one in the middle of the show (‘Mad 
Dogs and Englishmen’) that lifts 
things beautifully, and would help 
better if moved up. Sometimes he’s 
backed up by the Gentlemen Song- 
sters quartet and the Happy Sisters 
trio, sometimes by just the former, 
but in either case, it’s for good effect. 

His finale, though, is something 
which shows why he’s in the top 
bracket, and, whether or not any- 
one’s ever accused him of being a 
dramatist par excellence, he is that, 
and easily. Few interpretations of 
‘All Points West’ could have reached 
the heights of Vallee’s, and probably 
none could have topped. Here again 
is simplicity and dignity, and a total 
lack of anything in heroics, yet it 
whams home a pathos remarkable 
in its power. 

Patricia Bowman can’t be forgot- 
ten; she’s a coon. shoutin’ style 
singer who’s okay in everything. 
Lifts the show right out of its tech- 
nically perfect rut, and puts some 
fire into it. Backed in one number 
by the Happy Sisters, and finishes 
with a bang-up shag routine using 
Red Stanley as her partner. 

Carl Curtis, kid protege of Vallee, 
sings a swell song and taps a mean 
routine. 


Picture is ‘Confession (WB): busi-| last caught here, but gives out with 


ness at third show opening day. ca- 
pacity. Loop. 


Brit. Admish 
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salaries reportedly paid to Holly- 
wood stars and execs, comes the 
argument that, if producers want to 
induce more capital for improving 


picture standards, the move should | 


develop from within and that, by 
scaling down such salaries all round 
to an economic level, the studios 
could find sufficient to satisfy pro- 


duction demands in other directions. | 


Small exhibs are not impressed by 


the $1,000,000 picture; such outlays | 


they regard as extravagance which 
does not add to the b.o. values of 
product so labeled. 

In any event, exhibs are scary that 
the general public will resent having 
to dip further into its jeans; patrons 


are already fickle, says one operator. | 
and pressure would be regarded as | 


a try-on, with the result they would 
drift away to legit or other compet- 
ing entertainments. 


Tendency is to regard motion pic- | 


tures as the poor man’s entertain- 





ROXY, N. Y. 


This week’s stage display has some 
novelty, a_ little comedy, a few 
patches of singing and a bit of danc- 
ing, plus a fair dash of color, but it 
all adds up to an _ unpretentious 
whole and in no way offers ap- 
preciable support for the feature, 
‘Gangway’ (GB), reviewed in last 


week’s VARIETY. House obviously is 
depending on the feature to get by 
and since ‘Gangway’ is no sensation. 
is probably trying to keep the nut 
down by watching the stage cost. 
This is frequently done here. 

In addition to the professional en- 
teritainers that are studded into the 
Fanchon & Marco _ presentation, 
| there are Ruth Hughes Aarons and | 
| Viktor Barna, champion ping-pong 
| players. They open the unit in a 
| fairly exciting if possibly unappre- 
| ciated table tennis match, with a 
| third party doing the scoring for the 
| players—and audience, The game 
| provides novelty, but questionable | 
| how many film fans will appreciate 
the playing and skill of the players. 

Regular acts are the oldtime Bud 
Harris and Bert Howell, with their 
stooge dancer, Paul Harris; Ted 
Adair, whirlwind dancer; Anacita 
Shea, prima, and the comedy dance 
team of Nina Olivette and Dimitri. 
Harris and Howell’s act cut the most 
ice, but rank far from sensational 
with their talk, clowning, singing 








and instrumentals. Paul Harris | 
stooges around a little, then gets} 
down to work with a couple fast tap | 
dances. He’s very agile with his} 
brogans and considerably outshines 
Ted Adair, who, with all his pirouet- 
ting, is flashier, rather than clever. 
Adair is spotted in the finale, where 
Paul Harris offers one of his dances | 
and the Olivette-Dimitri team does a | 
rather cute number. 

Olivette and Dimitri are on first 
in the production number midway 
for which Anacita Shea, at the side 
of the stage, lends vocal color. Miss 
Shea proves adequate for her chores, 
no more. In this production se- 
quence Olivette and Dimitri do a 
comedy ballroom number that ends 
satisfactorily but is slow one-half 
the way. Gae Foster girls are far 
more enticing in their unique and 
colorful routine with costumes that 
have huge hoops at the bottom. They 
are equally intriguing and colorful 
in the finale, a showboat scene, when 
doing a can-can, 

For finishing scene, Harris and 
Howell sing ‘Ole Man River’ without 
putting the power and steam behind 
the number that it’s accustomed to, 
but gets by. Char, 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Aug. 22. 

It’s anniversary week at the 
Hippodrome, and Izzy Rappaport is 
doubling up on the number of acts 
usually booked in to give the cus- 
tomers an added treat. Laid out in 
presentation style with band on 
stage and Eddie White acting as 
m.c., show moves along in good pace 
in spite of wealth of talent on hand. 
Each act does just enough and 
White very wisely keeps things 
moving with minimum of encores 
and straightforward announcements 
of succeeding turns. Takes up 70 
minutes but it’s good variety and 
stub-holders went for it from start 
to finish. 

Opening with a specially ar- 
ranged swing session in which four 
members of the house orch, Holly 
Mullinex, Paul Harmon, Leonard 
Hobbs and Paul Spitzbarth, all with 
previous name band experience, 
give out in resounding style and to 
a grand reception; show gets under 
way in breezy fashion and holds up 
with socko acrobatics of the Three 
Jacksons who follow. 

White on, with some okay gagging 
introduces in succession Rosamonde, | 
| femme accordionist; Gene, DeQuin- 
cey and Lewis, three-way comedy 
ballroomologists and Fifi D’Orsay. 
Miss D’Orsay has changed her ap- 
| pearance and style somewhat since 








a series of diversified numbcrs, 
nicely sold and delivered with the | 
usual vim and vitality. 

Eddie Rio, next, in his lady taking 
a bath bit, then bringing out his 
brothers for a series of ancient gags. 
Slow motion hold-up, the comedy 
horses and hoofing that follow saves 
the day for the boys, however, and 
had them begging off. | 

Next spot, with Lela Moore in her | 
clever half man, half woman make- 
up and flirtation bit, handled for a 
solid hand. White then takes hold 
lin a routine of well sold songs and 
gags, registering in first class 
fashion. 
| Tip, Tap and Toe close, and how! 
Challenge hoofery on the drum 





ing from the start and insisting on 
more at the finish. 
Film is ‘It's All Yours’ (Col.). 
Burm. 





| 


ment, in spite of the fact that the 

| modern theatre offers great comfort 
and general amenities even to the 
cheapest seat patrons. But exhibs 
argue that is the whole reason for 
| the popularity of picture theatres, 
and any attempts to change it might 
destroy a link between the theatre 
‘and the fellow in the street. 


shaped platform had audience yell- | 


NEW 


ACTS 





CHICK WEBB ORCH. (18) 
With Ella Fitzgerald, Chuck and 
Chuckles, Bardou Ali 
Musical 
38 Minutes; Full 
State, N. Y. 
One of the first swing bands, this 
crew is the attraction of the Savoy 
Ballroom in Harlem, a hot spot for 


ofay sightseers as well as colored 
terpers. With that background, plus 
the sock singing specialist, Ella Fitz- 
gerald and the top-notch dancing of 
Chuck and Chuckles, an added at- 
traction for this date, the band 
couldn’t miss here and didn’t, 

Tueirs is blasting music, height- 
ened by the most forte drumming 
(Chick Webb) seen on Broadway 
since Benny Goodman’s crew was 
last on Broadway at the Paramount, 
but evidently a terrific audience 
stimulus. Opening night (Thurs- 
day), the Webb outfit and the spe- 
cialties found it tough getting away 
from an audience which appeared 
willing to listen to ’em all night. 

Highlight of the band, which, in- 
cidentally, is batoned by the per- 
sonable Bardou Ali, is Webb’s han- 
dling of the traps and cymbals. 

All he does is drum—making no 
announcements and bowing only 





Speed Selling 
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a Girl,’ ‘Goldwyn Follies, ‘Hurri- 
cane’ and ‘Life of the Party,’ all of 
which stack up encouragingly on 
paper. These are all early fall re- 
leases and if quality is maintained, 
the season of 1937-38 may be the 
biggest the industry has ever had. 





Publix N.W.’s Buys 
Minneapolis, Aug. 24, 


Publix circuit has completed deals 
with Metro, Paramount and 20th- 
Fox for new-season product, but 
negotiations with other major dis- 
tributors are still pending, accord- 
ing to John J.. Friedl, Publix cir- 
cuit general manager. 

Twin City independent exhibitors, 
waging war against percentage 
deals, are holding off 20th-Fox new- 
season product because that com- 
pany continues to refuse to sell flat. 
Dope is, however, that, despite the 
war and agreement not to buy on 
percentage, ban will be lifted as far 
as Metro is concerned. A _ buyers’ 
strike is in progress, of course, 
against Paramount, the only other 


company insisting on percentage 
deals. 
Northwest's Allied Twin City 


members had charged that major 
companies selling flat were refusing 
to negotiate deals with them out of 
sympathy for 20th-Fox, MGM and 
Paramount, and as punishment. It 
develops, however, that such com- 
panies as Universal, RKO and Co- 
lumbia, not demanding percentages, 
just hadn’t gotten around to the 
Twin City independent exhibitors. 
In the past fortnight they have 
closed with a large number of Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul independent 
accounts. 

Even 20th-Fox claims to be far 
ahead of the corresponding period 
a year ago in new-season product 
deals closed outside the Twin Cities. 


| Other companies also report ‘record 


business.’ In practically every in- 
stance, picture prices and percent- 
ages have been boosted and, based 
on contracts now being made, local 
exchanges will gross a new high in 
rental receipts the ensuing season, 
even though the expected big gain 
in theatres grosses, due to improved 
agricultural conditions, fails to ma- 
terialize. 





WC Sesh on Product 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Session of Fox-West Coast house 
managers has been called’ by 
Charles P,. Skouras for tomorrow 
(Wed.) at the Ambassador hotel 


| with 210 participating, including the 


home office crews. 
Field men will hear complete re- 
ports of the sesh of National The- 


,atres, Inc., at Colorado Springs and 


film deals negotiated for next season 


, will be discussed with Skouras pre- 


siding. 
The Partmar Corp. hes closed a 
deal with Columbia for latter’s films 


| first run at the Paramount here and 
the Orpheum theatre in San Fran- 
| cisco. 


Agreement calls for Partmar 
to take its pick of the studio's cutput. 





Harris Amus. Co. of Pittsburgh has 


|signed for Universal’s 1937-38 prod- 
uct, deal including the Alvin, Pitts- 
|burgh, and 15 other houses. John H. 
|Harris carried on negotiations for 
ithe circuit while Sig Whitman, east- 


ern district manager, and J. Kauff- 


jman, U Pittsburgh office manager, 


, with his head—but the way he hans 


dles his instruments is a show i 
itself. It can practically be classed 
as trick-drumming; that’s the way 
it looks and that’s the way it sounds, 
He drew high applause in a couple 
of spots where the spotlight focused 
on his manipulation of the sticks. 

A couple of the 14 musicians make 
ing up the orch contribute singing 
specialities, but not very strong. Of 
high order, however, is the jam 
quartet comprising pianist, bass- 
whacker, clarinetist and flutist, with 
Webb handling the traps in the 
background, Scho, 





ELLA FITZGERALD 
Singing 

12 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

The buxom Ella Fitzgerald on 
Broadway in a family vaudfilmer 
and in Harlem are two different 
types of singers. On Broadway she’s 
swingy but polite, while in the col- 
ored spots she goes Ethel Water-ish 


in her lyrics, but she’s a sock 
whether classy or lowdown. 
A featured specialist with the 


Chick Webb colored orch, Miss Fitz- 
gerald has built up quite a rep as a 
recording artist on her own. She's 
a forte song-seller, sweet but hot, 
with a wealth of personality. Her 
delivery of ‘There’s a Lull in My 
Life’ at this viewing was especially 
noteworthy. 

State’s audience, built up to a 
high pitch by the Webb orch’s 
swingopation, practically refused to 
allow Miss Fitzgerald to get off 
opening night. She finally had to 
remain on the stage and baton the 
band’s closing tune and bow-off with 
the rest of the aggregaiion. Scho, 


CHARLES WALTERS 
Dancer 
St. Regis Roof, N. Y. 

Charles Walters is a musi-comedy 
dancer, known in London and 
Broadway stage musicals. He's of 
the Astaire-Paul Draper school, re- 
minding of both in class and style, 
doing smooth taps in white tie and 
tails. 

A facile performer, working neatly 
and well, he falls into the ‘class’ 
category, and in a svelte setting like 
the Viennese Roof of the Hotel St. 
Regis (N.Y.) he’s a natural. 

Besides cafe and stage work. Wale 
ters suggests screen possibilities. 

Abel. 


KETTY MARA and PARTNER 
Monkey, Dancing 

5 Mins. 

French Casino, N. Y. 


Ketty Mara and Partner, latter a 
clever chimpanzee, is perhaps one of 
the most novel monk acts of its kind. 
Ketty Mara is a ‘Folies Bergere’ 
revue importation with the new 


French Casino show who opens 
doing conventional acro-dancing, and 
gets that off nicely, without tipping 
off anything else. 

Then comes the monk, whose 
holds, acrobatic lifts and grips, ete, 
are novel and startling. 

Withal it makes for a strong nov- 
elty act, OK either for stage or cafe 
floor. Abel, 


LES JUVELYS (2) 
Acrobatic 

5 Mins, 

French Casino, N. Y. 

Les Juvelys, mixed team, are 
among the highlights of the new 
‘Folies Bergere’ revue which Cliff 
Fischer brought into the French 
Casino. Man and woman do amaz- 
ing balancing and juggling on teeter- 
boards, and top that by head-to-head 
balancing, with oversized rubber 
balls cushioning their heads, but 
——s the balancing look so much 
more different and novei. 

It’s a turn that borders on the sen- 
sational and is done with speed and 
dispatch. He’s in tails and the act 
dresses quite neatly and_ polite 
throughout, further enhancing the 
presentation. A sock interlude. 

Abel. 


——— 





worked for Universal on transaction. 





Independent product deals con- 
summated by Republic on 1937-38 
| product includes the Ashman Bros. 
chain in Michigan, the Graphic cir- 
| cuit in New England and the Panora 
string, also in New England. Ash- 
man has signed fur Rep for five 
situations; Graphic for 11 towns in 
Maine and Vermonc; the Panora cir- 
cuit for five towns in Connecticut. 

A 100% product buy has been 
negotiated by RKO with the Lucas 
& Jenkins circuit of Georgia, part- 
ners of Parar.ount, with L. & J. 
taking the entire RKO output for 
1937-38, including shorts and ‘March 
o! Time.’ Deal, covering the 40 
houses of the Lucas-Jenkins string, 
was negotiatec by J. H. MacIntyre, 
RKO’s southern district manager, 
and H. M. Lyons, branch manager at 
Atlanta. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, Auger! 











Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (Aug. 30) 


Buddy Kennedy 
Lambertons 
Onyx Club 

@ Spirits of Rhythm 
Maxine & Janice 

Pavillon Royal 
(Valley Stream L.1L,) 
Bunny Berrigan Bd 
Della & Bill Mack 


Hote! Save, -Plieze 


fEmile Petti Ore 
Russell Swann 


Hotei St. Geerge 
(Brooklyn) 


Eli Dantzig Ore 


Hotel St. Merits 
(Sky tiardens) 








THIS WEEK (Aug 23) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show. whether full or split week 


Hal Richards Ore 
Grisha 

Carleton & Juliette 
Paul Thompson 

cd Singer 


Hotel St. 
(Viennese Reoft) 


Kegie 
































































































































Virginia Warren 
Jill Denet 

Bernice Ackerman 
Virginia Vaughan 
Cackles O'Neill 
Walt Walters 
Ann Linn 














Marion Miller 

Jack Elkins 
Harry’s N. X. 

Cabaret 

Chas Engtes Ore 

Jack Irving 

Yvette 

Theo Troy 

Mildred Rock 

8 Parisians 

B. B. B: 

Rider Sis 

Palmer Sis 

Dorothy Johnston 


i Hi-Hat 





Northway & Danilo 
LaVarre Bros 
Hote! Lasalle 
(Blue Fountain 
Room) 
Paul Sablin Ore 
Dorothy Miller 
Hetel Paimer House 
(Empire Koom) 
Eddy Duchin Orc 
Holland & Hart 
Bruce Holden 
Ellen Blair 
Mari Lynn 
4 Aristocrats 
Abbott Daucers 
Hetel Sherman 
(College Inn) 
Frankie Masters O: 
Jackie Helle: 
| Donna Dae 
| Ahearn Bros 
| Chas Carriet 





Hotol Stevens 
(Continental Roem) 
Carlos Molina 
Ruthania & M’lc"lm 
Frank Payne 

606 Club 


Cart 


Billy 
Nora Ford 
‘Boots’ Burns 
Kita Reed 

| ford & Barnes 


Yaeht Club 
| Nine Rinaldo Ore 
Frances Williams 
Kdna Sedgwick 
Winzy Mannone 
jackson, Mills & R 


$85 Club 


Johnny Hornert 
The Dictators 

Corlies & Palmer 
|'Mary Jane Dodd 


PHILADELPHIA 





Danny Beck | sag 
Jacques Fray Ore | Bergere Sis Berne S hg hite 
A Rasch Dancers | Danny Berk Wiclaa Prectes 
Charles Walters Paradise | J re 
| Loris Lorraine 
| ° ® Hotel Taft Jay freeman Ore | 
RKO Provincial | Gao Halil Ore i Lucitle Johnson } aoe vey mnie 
| Dolly Dawn | Ruth Daye (Watnu oom 
" | Shes - Raymond . : Pine “C 
Meict Waldert- | Shea « . Eddie Varzos Ore 
: Joan Dillon Seger 
Astoria b Lucio Garcia 
AG ‘LEVELAND | starlig Johnny Russell Walker 
aes oaeee Get) Week of August 23 (Starlight Roof) | tope Chandler ee 
5 B <4) - : : t a( teisme Ti | s — _ - . 
' Rigi seta pti ees Se ABERDEEN , New Savoy fa ag th eS ' Kainbow Grill Dean Murp‘y 
ted Norvo vip Syivia & emence Tivoli Irene Mansel wea alg © iC Codotban Orc 
Mildred Bailey 4 Eton Boys Klisahbeth Welch | Pavilion pnts llores i‘. = 2 ed Hotel Breveort 
Stan Kavanaugh Helen Rn ei | Eric Randelph | | Helen Myers Dorothy Duval 
Barr & Estes Sli on vimbiin a pres ag ' Stanley & Gray cs Hote: Wellington | t:vaiyn Tyner Karl — " 
> >. : Siim .ewis & Lawn Dawn Davies ‘ : ic & c | Commodore uo 
tadio R biérs og ~ z 2 ; a) Cc & L Bonner 
Ve Fern — ‘30) - — ares Donald Stuart ig? so Melero | Glover & La Mae Joe Parlato 
is eee Cable & Carr Harold Walden i vimmy eliy's j Keoom 
— oe eres See ALDERSHOT M & H NesDitt Kuleest tied tee | Brake Bete 
Neison’s Elephants | Mildred Bailes Hippodrome Derricks foe Capello Ore | Emery Deutsch Orc) (Gold Coast Koom) 
Cass Daley | Barr oe 3 Merry Widows | Charlie Kunz : Montmartre Bora | Thelma Kingabers Sack Denay Ore 
Stim Timblin a oe er: Ernest Shannon KINGSTON Carter & Schaub fray! avidson St. Moritz Ice Car’) 
Barto & Mann | yee Mend ot} O Henry Empire Jimmie Costello ,eureue: 5 | Kit Klein 
Helen Denizon Co Stan Kavanaugh Peiros & Maria Turner Layton 3 Raymonds | Raye & Naldi | Douglas Duffy 
| Krnesto Jaconelli | Mills & Bobbie Danny Hizgins Riviera Bobby Hearn 
Imes & Kdwards | Raynor arte ee : : 
— yh. wa S| Lehr & Willie Inga Rorg Mickey Alpert Ore Hotel EKdcewater 
oew J & M Lawrence | Tex McLeod } Larue } Val Ernie Ore | Beach 
a . 6 Breiers ‘. + a | Eddie Gar " 
EDINBURGH Act Superb Eddie Davis Ore | Alice Dawn (Beard Watk) 
wine et gq | M. F, Phyllis & Ann Hirado i 3 Wiles gehen - agg Aa 
BEEPS - Opry y ASHINGTON Oe as bil Tacos Dunn & Dee ie Coq Rouge Wes Sommerfield | Smith allet 
NEW YORK CITY by mao (23) Alt : homas LIVERPOOL Wty Png <0 oar Whine Hille Cirees 
s 26) ry les *ierrotyvs Ss A : * mages | Be fost Collegians 
‘ tute ¢ |; Johnny Perkins Durhdee & Mildaré Ry, = George Sterney Ben Yost Co ” 
Ed Ro Nhe See eer Driant Barry 2 & Molly sartiett & Ross i Le Mirage Sands Point Ctub 
<*ookie owers a : Nialle . ’ e . . , - 
Mitzie Mayfair Sarah Ann McCabe | - . eye — Navaree | Harry Horton Ore Paul Rebucci Ore Anchorage 
Cappy Barra’s Co | Sean. Dupree & L. | GLASGOW Olsen's Sea Lions | Cuquita Sterk Club ra ap oe 
Cinorama Jimmie Reid Marie Almonte : ; : Travis & Gray 
es ————— Irene Mansel Nicol & Martin ly MacNaughton | Sonny Kendis Ore Nylor Lord 
| Brown's 3 Shades | Gus Martel Ore | Mildred King 
- aula eed cd Silverglade 
TOMMY TRENT | Leon & Kudie’s Surfside pee fae tee 
Bill (Page-Page Reem) | (Atlantic Beach) | jy, Bellis 
aret l $ | Tou Martin Ore | Bobby Haves Bad | ‘ 
Billy Reed Henny Youngman | Club Arcade 
= 13 Variety Boys | Don Ragonese | Johnny Coster 
tnd WEEK — _ |Corlies & Palmer a ere ‘'D’ Sis 
‘ } arry Lose > . 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL NEW YORK CITY | Kathleen Maye . lila Rogers 
: _ |la Verne Tr | Gypsy Lee Helen Winkle 
NEW TORs . :, : ree : | Diosa Costello Tavern On Green | Bill Plumrey 
irs: Y MITH Arrowhead Ina Nico Roschin Haines, Tate & § (Ceatral Park) Joe Booth 
D LEDD & S S Spbines Conn Orc Carmen Torres Aloha Hughie tarrett Orc | Night Owls Ore 
See ety _ ‘ Tic Toe Sis oo +8 Fade hood: ~% 
. iM Bile Gien Island Castine aoe Vathalla Arcadia Int'l 
amare va nme a | Muriel Lane tee Mant ae Mon Paris lag ; , ° aan Kell i 
Rie che a "ilio siay ew 4] Ms *e Shaw . \ ‘ e . 
ima se oh stoned Carolyn Hughes . | Gene | H eee peed ges 4 | nen ‘henathe Ore. 
: ” a. - “a | Lester Ludke Be qieceggg BY shrtlagy Lorraine Barrett | Mayfair Girls (8) 
etty ow ker MM on eres tond Hal | fd Silverglade 
Paramount 3 Musical Rogues Hickory llonuse Versatile 3 Wentiaiiins | Inny Bellis 
Joe Marsala Ore Mori's } : Mann & Stratford 
, } 
Rertoletti’s . | Jim Moorehead ical Maceda Seed Ruseeine) “> i Kee 
agin s pre : Jimmy Whalen Ore!) Rav Biondi ¥ ee = Joe Rodriguez re Judge 
NEW YORK CITY DALLAS Tommy Harris Ore! 3 Peppers rhe Oaks Irene Beasley | Kleanor Bowers 
Paramount (25) Casino (27) | Yula Flournoy ‘ » ‘Tire | Dale Winthrop ion Tasaind 
Phil Spitalny Ore Phil Harris Orc Hickory Lodge Plamen dy Irma Bundel 
Spitalns ; } . | lovee Faye . g 3A | Tommy Lyman Wivel 
Dale Winthrop Gil Lamb Lillian Gale (Larchmont, N. Y.) | G ait | | Bellevue-Stratford 
3 3 ‘ i a “— ° sene Arche — "hi — | 
BOSTON Diamond Boys Rita Renaud Herber Steiner Ore ss Ariine Wualtaes } (Planet Koom) 
Metropolitan (27) Florence & Alvarez tome. White Hal K i, e ‘ Murray’s | Evelyn Nesbitt | D o 
2 Samuels Bros Art Jarrett Saiftae  Gorsine i : belle I (Tuckahoe) | Bob Lee | Meyer Davis Ore 
Touts Ca Mae Sibyl Bowan x Vill annavelle 100 | Ray Keating Ore | Ginger Sution lo F klin Hotel 
: : NES Renee illon | j ena ran n ote 
Rao ‘- - MCepitel (21) aie H'lyw'd Res/aurani | (Coral Cafe) 
"rancis Carro ‘* "s Guy 90's : : y 
Brown & Ames Ted Mack Orc Mitchell Ayres Orc | LOS ANGELES Moe Jaffe Ore 
Max & Gang MINNEAPOLIS Ann Courtney E Jelesnick Ore B ve tl n , 
; Lng b ws Spike Harrison NTGQ Rev Bali Lide enay ne ums 
CHICAGO Orpheum (27) + mpage | * | 
Uhieage (27) Rudy Vallee Orc ca sar rs mae | Joey Ray Rruz Fletcher i Les Parker's Ore | Deloyd McKay 
"Stakaaeniog wg ne cao White j Hotel Ambassador Charles Lawrence 30b Roberts | Muriel Thomas 
3 Sephisticates "aramount (27) * : . | =. : : | Bill Searles | Paul Rich 
Geo Taps | Holly wood Hotel an een asd | Bomon Sesnes Ure | manery Wilshire Dolores oro. or 
Jack Arnold Paul Taubman | Geo Hamilton Ore | Little Club | aes a Ras Tate 
Sid Hawkins Botel Astor Bilimere Bow) Jane Jones Cea ; sa . 
Warner Caliente (Roef Garden) fimmy Grier Ore Paul Kendall maehadepee _ 
Beth Raborn | Oxzie Nelson Ore Lola & Lewis Helen Warner (Malaga, N. J.) 
Helen Shaw | “Bes ; 4 Pohert Gatel Rose Valyda Jack Curtis 
: | Al Barksdale Ore Ro t wa y Z : ad 
tuth Wayne |Shirley Lloyd Htank the Mule Tiny Meredith Bebby Evans 
PHILADELPHIA |F & P Trado Carol Sis | Edna Sedgewick | 3 Biltmorettes » Shinbone & Freddy 
Farle (27) Rachel Carlay | 3 Rhythm Boys | Bobby Dupont | Delores & Andre es eae | Clarence Mich Ore 
: - (20) | Caliente Cabelleroe | Olympic 3 Dick Webster George Redman Ore Franky Schluth 
Wilt Osborne Ore | George Olsen Ore | ,, : |3 Rhythm Rascals | Elmer Embassy Club 
= aaa Ethel Shutta |; Chateau Moderne Hotel Biltmore ee ae Duvall & Treeg embassy u 
op mye Calgary Bros |F McFarland Ore | (Meontight Yerrace) | ute \ Maxine Gregory | Helen Benton 
Nick Long Jr WASHINGTON | Consuelo Flowerton , . , ; Miller & Manian Jo & Ann Berkeley | Grace Manners 
Nadine Gae Earle (27) Peggy Strickland Bernie Cummins Or) 3 panridge sis > . Pedro Blance Ore 
420) 4 Ves rsa : DAngelo & Porter | Coreta Pacific Sunset Club lee Perrins 
Jimmy Dorgey Ore i aa St EY Claremont Lan Walter Cummins Marts Brrati At -Steath Ore "Helen Heath 
Freda Sullivan Ross Wyse Jr Co Jolly Coburn Ore Dorothy Crone Olivette Miller Bud & Helene Warwick Sis 
ony F te mg $ Debonairs Club Cavalier Hote) Edison Mareus Slayter Harriet Hillard Joyce Henry 
m \ Siri y P > _ ay os " ‘ 
Tne tematiiee Emily Von Loosen l Mark Mable Ore Billy Swanson Orc Peter Ray June Morgan Dorothy Deppin 
6 (20) | aney Reems |; Nat Coles Buddy La Rue Peggy Butler 
PITTSBURGH =| 4 _Robeys 7) tole Mitan ae Hotel Essex House | Cecles Ore Pal E 
Stanley (27) | Whitey & Ed Ford <A reli pagar Nat Brandwynne O Cafe De Paree alomar ivergreen Casino 
Heat Re a at ao + R Mildred Reselle Maxine Tappin Ted Dawson Ore | Benny Goodman Or| Henry May Orc 
a Roy ‘Jack Starnes “Vv } ‘ Wile ck § ip gs Gene Krupa Nadine & Gerard 
Honey & J Wilson Dick Stone Maris Monterez > a raree@ 
, | Johnny Blue — *e Cur , Betty Van Barbar Jason 
Club 18 | Murray Carun pon urtis RY ayh Binge. Tom Barry 
- To R J Callman ee ; | Teddy ilson Jay King 
Inde ndent (Ag red Ore H tel « Clint Cafe International | Lionel Hampton Jean Kirk 
Se tite aut R vee now. ee arre Wrigl Clark Fam Ossie Wells 
| Pat Harrington *p ; Barrett & right a 
a rng. tap Phil D’Arey Ore B Pollock Ore Benny Goodman Or 
Jerry Blanchard rl * tet en FoOhock Ve Huds Metzger Gis | Hotel Adelphia Roof 
Frank Froeba : nigh thse aps Jennings & Murray — — ee : 
CHICAGO Vie Hyde Jerry Kruger Kay Marshal} Billy Vine Paris Inn | Vincent Rizzo Ore 
State Lake (27) | Miriam Verne Jeri Withee | Dorothy Deniele Caroline Mason eG RP | Harold Knight Ore 
Al Gordon's Co Patricia Norman | Club Gauciié! $4: Hotei Half Moon Beth Wilson Pete Contrelli Ore | Henri Therrian 
Fayne & Foster Stanley Worth > "é * 4 i % (Braoklyn) Dick Bennett _— o Columbo Rachel Carley 
Lowe, Hits & 8 a Stine Vacearo’s PrCweA4S fF. te 2, oe : Ross McLean en enryson Emily Vanlosen 
Condos Bros KANSAS CITY, MO Jose Diaz £8 | eg | Dera Dean Lillias Gilbert Bert Lynn 
(One to fill) Tewer (27) | Trini Plaza Virginia Dare Ginger Lynne Bronlee Bros Mariora 
INDIANAPOLIS |C & H Stone lita Mova eaves Williams Lilly Ann Starr Henry Monet Bm & J Leach 
Iyrie (27) Ann Wester | Helen Virgil j - se Eleanor Troy Thora Maithaison '«lyde Hagner 
Eddy Duchin Ba Joe & J McKenna Dimitri Hotel Leztngtos Cafe La Maze Marguerita del Rio | Diana Ward 
Mario & Floria F Sylvester & Neps| Club Mirador = | Andy Tona Ore Won Hofman Ca Juan Ge. Martine | Agnes Selle 
(Reot Garden) | Ray Kinney a an | Evan B Fontaine 
oof Garden Meymo Holt Clover Club , , | 
Buddy Wagener Ore Rob Grant Ore Lonnie McIntire Or Jambs Tavern 
London Jack Osterman Hotel MeAlpin | Helen Thompson Lily Gibson Larry Meli Ore 
| Edith Roark (Roof Garden) : ‘ Honolulu Dancer 
oat PB ese | Cab Mawall Somerset Mouse | Little Ruthsketter 
. —_ } J Mess : ‘ pimnerse ou 
Gaye Dixon Jeanne D'Arcy Hawaiian Ore aly Midas -” | Jack Griffin Ore 
| (Chiquita Coe nut es AAC we 8 Dorothy lach 
Week of August 93 Joan Vickers | Hetel Murray Hil Preridaysn 5 Grove Betty Borden | Asreway _ 
p . bdg: ‘gen , ~~ : etree 
Canterbury M. H Haywood, Ray & D a eens (Fountain Room) Chartie Ad a eths Swing Clab | Biily Chester 
¢ 4 ° = . bs . Vandr: . ’ ‘ * j e 
lat half (23-25) 2d half (26-23) Joe Cappi Ore Hal Kemp Ore o BB B oy Pinemi see 
: > » LA ’ , ¢ carne : ‘arence Brow a eag sire 
& = ‘ [Thom & Mt 4 Club Yumuri Naney Garner Famous Sear maple of bt sp Kahn & DePinte 
rom Mack ounent Eliseo Grenet Ore Hoiel New York - ~ és r 
26.98 panne a r Sturt Smith » , 
td half (26-28) | LEWISHAM George Negrette — : Tener’ Pierre's 
° - -=* v OZ oe ayes 
tack storks so Palace Julio & Silvia (Summer Terrace) Cony, 4 -— Fp a ay oe Manny LaPorte Orc 
avweor May >} Pas Vatan ° —_ ‘ ; ‘ ‘ Mldredg “y | 
avwood, ay | raps tiie then y via Port Evelyn Chandler Eddie Beal The Dee Sisters Gates & Claire 
Dominion E- a ‘ Sarita Herrera | Baptie & Lamb | Deris Fields 
| Penslow Co ° i Maud Hawaiian Paradise June Bruner 3 , 
Alfrede Ore | Van Dock Jack Dempnev’s | Maude Reynolds June Brady getsy Bain 
CAMDEN TOWN | epee eemee E Carpenter Ore Francois Le Maire | Sol Brights Ore Mamte Caans | Jack Kine 
; = a LEYTONSTONE prs oa H . ; Satini ‘fuai Loa 1 eona Rice \ 
Gaumont Rialto EH! Chico H — — - eatral) <ol Hoopi | Agnes Johnson ' 
Satsuma & Ona Dudley's Midgets Don Alberto Ore —e irove) Aggie Auld | bg | 
Nelfont & Toke Novas £ hia Cart sd haind | Jerry Biaine Ore Wanda Trocadero arceal ’ 
NNC Mystery Singer! Bennett & Williams ‘ mp “sg = Johnny McKeever Diana Toy | Gat wood Van Ore Arcadin Gardens 
sera FS wrk, Frets eee 08 pace Painpero Evelyn Ran lee Walters Ore 
CLAPTON | SHEPH’'RDS BUSH 7 Ba ent . A Fred Cameron | CHICAGO Curly Baldwin 
Kink | Pavilion rhchatebtha orates Phyllis Kenny Rosemary Calvin 
} Jose & Patrici: > s : » y < 
Wheeler & Wilson | Savoy Jr Bd Pas Rieattan Hotel Pennsylvania Bali-Bali | Janis Andre ~ nry Van Steeden 
DeTroy & lady STREATH AM j Rolando ; | Frank Dailey Ra Billy White Ore Maxine DeShon verry Thomas 
Manhattan 3 | Palace | . _— Edythe Wright Dancing Dietrichs Dorothy Wahl Blossom He 
“AST HAM bn Ps : j French Casino lathe Laseard ur ns Di Willie Shore pase eath 
x ‘ Taps & Tempo Co | (tolies Bergere Alien Stor: M ry & Dade ; | King’s Jesters Orc 
Granada | Penslow Co Kevue) ‘gia syle pe Sally Joyce Congress Hotel Marjorie Whitney 
Dudlev's Midgets | Van Dock ~— Morgan Ore t anton , Waettans Blackhawk | (Casino) P’Angelo & Porter 
Davinar & Ann | TOOTING ou Breese Ort } aac Joe Sanders Jesse Crawford Book-Cadi » . 
Bennett & Williams | Grapaila ry aed BT | —— Pleeadilly Ronald & Roberta Helen Crawford - ener mer peeen 
| Oh eieti- 7 an $ enc day } ~ : ‘ 
EDMONTON —— Dogs rane = ‘ | Jeno Bartal Ore Pete the Newsboy c has ¢ — Ron Perry Ore 
' ‘ : é “4 : , ? > June Glory Sernhardt & G 
‘ we Gandy Bros morenenibe Bros | nay oe Cher Varee | Diaz, Don, D & D Chalet 
Telletsen : TOTTENHAM ome tenide | on (Roof Garden) : | Tomms Trent Hank Fomish Orc 
Johuny Nit Palace onmada ete Ce | Harold Nagel Ore nam gt Varzos & McDowell 
P& V Lennox Wheeler & Wilson | pug Juvelvs elen Morgan Blue Lantern 
D ems IVs Botel Plaza teargie Tant , 
MAMMERSMITH | DeTroy & Lads Lilyan, Dania, Maio wy yer, ° ey: ly “aa d ey we | Marie Paul 
‘ Palace Manhattan 3 lLucienne & Ashour + ha se . tg re j pa ae Dee ing i‘ olleen Winnie Fay 
Savey Jr Bd *WALTHAMSTOW | Keity Mara Co Paut 4 oh A cittfaa <ermen*” |. Georgia Lucky Kileen Bowers 
ISLINGTON Granada Les Menchiassi Neila Goodelle | ened Sunes Gee - if Lew Wing | Valira Horn 
Bine Hall Tollefsen les Robenis iain: —s : | i Mignon frome King 
Ist Ralf (35-25) Johnny Nit Roberteu Hotel Roosevelt. | Colosimos Ingrid — lint Gallagher 
Jack Stocks P & Y. Lennox Germaine Roger Lukewela’s Co Bob Tinsley Jules Novit Ore Al Hanaway Ore 


Ritz-Carlten 


| (Crystal Roem) 


Van Levis Ore 
| Henry Patrick 
31 Club 

Bill Fiske Ore 
Billie Brill 
Brooks 2 
Gene Osborne 
Gene Russel 
Brown & Brown 
Johnny Magnan 


Sitver Lake inn 
(Clementon) 
Joe Milikopf Ore 
Heth Challis 
|Charles & Celeste 
| Dick & Dottie Jones 
20th Century Tavern 


| lou Longd Ore 

{Hazel Harman 

} 20th Century Co (6) 

' Frankie Hyres 

Winstead 3 

Foster & Deane 
Parrish Cafe 

Ted Linsey Ore 

Blanche Saunders 

Fats Primere 

3 Parisettes 

Chickie Martin Co 
(1523 Locust) 

Bubbles Shelby 

Kings of Swing Ore 

Kay Lavery 

Jane Farrar 

Linda Ray 

| Nellie Banks 

| Virginia Young 

Peanuts Stewart 

| Dutkin’s Kathskeller 

| Agnes Willis 

Penn Raymond 


| Evelyn Barnes 
Ted & KE Walker 
Zolley Ramblers Or 


‘rank Ponti 
| Stamp'’s Cafe 
Bella Belmont 
4 Rhythm Queens 
Elaine Hinkle 
|} Sunny Nash 
|} Johnny Welsh 
(Jack Hutchinson 
Irving 
| Tommy Mills 
Costello & Corinne 
Viking Cafe 

| Penn Fay Ore 
| Billy Callahan 
| Al Shumaker 
Elaine Quen 
Reggie Du Van 
Jimmy Boiley 
Johnny Reilly 


Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Louls Chalkin Ore 
tay Miller 
Marion Kave 

Will Ferry 

Ilse Hart 

Hugo Klee 

| Sid Golden 

| Gregory Quinn & B 
Eldoradians 

Sunset Ion 

|; Ace Pancoast Ore 
| Betty Vallone 

| Chubby Reed 

Al Cornarg 
| Mae Mack 

Murphy 
Mat pile 

job Girard 

Dolly Dalton 
Rhythm 2 

Peacock Gardens 
Sylvan Herman Ore 
Yerktown Tavern 
Billy Sein Ore 
Wrynadgale Tavern 
leonard Cook 
Peggy Shields 
Kiddie MacNamee 
|; Mildred Boyer 
Chick Lyons 





— 


oe 


+ we 
rat 


Ore 


DETROIT 


Chico 


Jessie 


Continental 
Reyes’ 
Pengra 

Continental 3 
Ruth Martin 
Eastwood Gardens 


Glen 


Ore 


Gray ¢ 
Ure 
(sraystone Gardens 
Rita Ore 


Jefferson 


isa 





ora 


tio 


Beach 
Jimmy Jov Ore 
Helen Heath 
> Esquires 
Jimmy Walls 

vet Violins 


thm tackelee! 


Rh 


Corktown Tavern 
| Great Thurman 
| Drake Sis 
| Mildred Coeble 
| Latery Chabot 
Ruel & Tainara 
| Ishakawa 


Glen Rowdenn 
Dave & Derothy 
Alexander's Orc | 


Oasis 
Sally's Revue 
Paddock Bar 


Charies Auld 
John Kleive 
Beany Coffel 


25 
weds 


1937 


a ae 
“MKS 
warvanagh Org 
Club Mayfair 
Hollywood Debs Or 

Ten-Forty Club 
Gloria Shayne 
Watkins 2 
Coyle MeKay Ore 

Club Villa p 





Chuck Stevens Ore 


Webster Hall Hat 
(Cocktail Griny 
Art Mooney Ore 


Piantation 


Earl Walton Ore 
Ted Blackman 


Lois Deppe Vernon & Vanowt 

4 Cats & Fiddle Bee Sarche 

Mae Alix | Ralph Fisher 

Harvey & Ethel Westwood Gardens 
Powhatan Anson Weeks Ore 


Will Henderson Ore Wonder Bar 








4— 


Braslow Ore | 








Al Morrison Chet Everhart Ore 
3 Reeves Sis Biltmore Boys 

I -- 

: 

| Chinese War 

| 

| (Continued from page 1) 





| loss, and local theatres with heavy 
| overhead are up against it. 

; Cabarets and night clubs, of courge. 
simply ain't. 


Phoney ‘Evacuation’ 
i ° 
j Providence, Aug. 24, 
| Newsreel men strove hard to film 
| scenes showing Shanghai evacuation 


with a Newport background last 
|; week, but imported Chinese from 
Hudson Street, Boston, balked at the 
last minute and the whole thing fell 
through. 


It was this way: Marines 
| plentiful about Newport, and 
a crack newsreel men hired them 
to pilot Chinese in launches and 
what not. But when the scores of 
| Chinese, recruited from the laun- 
dries and chop suey joints in the Hub, 
were asked to change their Ameri- 
can clothes for the habiliments of 
the Orient it was no go. They got 
| temperamental and 
had no alternative but to bundle 
them home. The Marines had a lot 
of fun playing around, however, at 
five bucks a shot. 


were 
at $5 


the me en 


- First H’wood Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

First picture with a background 
of the China-Japanese war will be 
| ‘Shanghai Deadline,’ to be produced 
| by 20th-Fox. 
| Original by Gregory Ratoff was 
titled ‘International Settlement.’ 
| Scripting job is being done by Lynn 
Root and Frank Fenton with Sol M. 
| Wurtzel’s unit assigned to make it 
an A production. 


Tokyo, Aug. 4. 

Japan’s war activities in China 
have inspired a large number of pa- 
| triotic films and stage shows of the 
quickie type. Censors announced 
that, on all such, they would assume 
‘an attitude becoming a great nation.’ 
They evidently meant what they said 
because the first film offered, ‘The 
March of the Imperial Army,’ 
emerged minus 900 feet. 

Next one up, ‘Courageous China,’ 
fared even worse, being banned en- 
tireky. 

Several phonograph records, 
among them ‘National Military Lul- 
laby,’ ‘Silent Hero’ and ‘Ah, My 
Fighting Colleagues,’ are up for ot- 
| ficial o.k. Censor board is expected 
| to pass them. 


| . 
| MPTOA Stymied 
, winter, however, there have been 
some benefits. Complaint that an 
exhibitor in his community had to 
'play an objectionable picture have 
|died down since most of the com- 
panies agreed to a partial acceptance 
of the MPTOA cancellation pro- 
| posal, while other complaints against 
|forcing of excess shorts and al- 
\legedly unfair non-theatrical com- 
| petition, have also diminished. Smart 
‘exhibitors, according to Kuykendall, 
are buying all or most of their com- 
| ing season’s pictures without paying 
a separate score charge. 











(Continued from page 5) 


In connection with the film buying 
strike against Par, the MPTOA takes 
no direct issue but informs members 
that ‘it does sharply call attention 
to one practice indulged in by all ot 
the companies that is susceptible of 


grave abuses.’ 

Such matters might be conciliated, 
but Kuykendall fears that it may 
soon be too late to establish volun- 
tary self-regulation as proposed by 
the MPTOA. He declares there 
seems to be every indication of a 
heavy barrage of: picture litigation 
this fall and warns that once that 


gets under way it will be more dit- 
ficult than ever to gét sane consid- 
eration for a practical, constructiv’ 
program. 
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working agreement, conditions ac-| apartment or house leases, if not| was ‘to eliminate the possibility of|in the past. But whatever the rea- 
‘Why, man, even war couldn’t |ceptable to both sides being un-|committed to other obligations of a|eonfusion’ from rumors of who! son, Yiddish legit has too frequently 
bether the calm serenity of life | changed for severai seasons without | financial nature. With the salary| would assume Gillmore’s duties. Mrs,| become too much of a risk. There 
hereabouts—much! Not in the Lon- | friction. agreed on, they cannot figure how a| Emily Holt, if she ever returns to|are only eight Yiddish legit houses 
: don sense. The next war is going Deckhands ask a boost of $4 per| New York engagement can end in| Equity, would be Dulzell’s assistant.| left in New York, as against 22 at 
' to be very tough on Europe. There | week over the present wage of $50|the black, even if transportation is : "e ¢ . sxeci- | one time, and 11 last year. The ac- 
; p & ° Gillmore steps up to be@ome execu 
| wont be a safe place anywhere. |and they consider such payment] paid to and from, unless assured of|tiyve director of the Associated| tors thus thrown out of work must 
But Hollywood will be thousands | would work no hardship on the man- the agreed salary for at least two| Actors and Artistes of America,|'2 absorbed. We must build up the 
of miles away no matter where the |agers. Union also seeks a wage of | months. parent organization of Equity, the| road to make room for them and 
| fighting is—England, the Continent, | $82.50 for department heads, or an It is a similar situation as regards} Screen Actors Guild, the new Amer-| one way of building uv the road is 
Japan, China:! increase of $7.50 weekly.. That is English actors. Latter usually re-} ican Federation of Radio Artists and|to go out and play it:’ 
Charlot has an ambition. It’s to | claimed to be the amount cut during} ceive contracts for at least four] other theatrical performer groups. Encouraging was the report he 
find in the slagheaps of Hollywood | the depression. In boom years heads | weeks on Broadway, but there were! He will continue his present salary | also made that, merely on announce- 
another Gertrude Lawrence, Jack | of departments received more than|a number of instances last season] of $13,000 a year. ment locally, in Chicago, of the ven- f 
Buchanan, Noel Coward, Herbert | the scale and were kept on the pay-| where the Britishers were given Mrs. Holt several days ago an-|ture there, and before a cast has 
Mundin. Mundin, he says, is the | roll all year by some managers. Few | agreements for double that time.| nounced she had not reached any (Continued on page 58) 
most overlooked bet he knows of | are on a 52-week basis at this time. | That would explain why several im-| decision about the Equity offer, al- 
in this biz. A guy who can do all| Stagehands are also — _ re- they sd remained eo than | though it nad been rumored she had 
. : turn of the cut in picture theatres on eir business warranted. mong | declined. No s ific date has bee ¢ hr Du Back F 
( : ; , specific date has been | 
eames on gnge 2) Broadway. They claim that, when| those attractions were ‘Night Must] cet for Gillmore to relinquish his 0c an e rom 
, the cut was engineered, Pat Casey | Fall,’ “The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’| Equity duties, but it will be about P 3 
| Geo M Coha M . | spoke for that end of the business| and ‘Love From a Stranger,’ espe-| Noy, 1, Hollyw to roduce : 
. n usica and promised to reinstate the rate} cially the first named. ; : 
d when business went back to normal. Readily understandable is the at- S Pla R ! 
Will Be Second In: Union contends business now war- | titude of the Hollywood actor. He is ‘SOCIALITE’ FRED AYER ome ys on way f 
% | rants the return. always waiting for the agent or f 
‘Men’ Ma Precede It In some out-of-town spots, demand | studio for a call, if not appearing for Charles B. Cochran, London man- i 
y for a return of the cut is still pend-| a radio job. To leave the Coast for a BANKRUPT FOR $5,691 | ager who will present several plays 
ing and a quicker settlement of er gg ae a which may or may Jon Broadway, is due back from 
What will probably be the new | issue will probably result, since roa no e profitable, seems an unrea- : ; | Hollywood jn about two weeks. Be- 
: season's foo major musical: is shows will start moving in before sonable proposition. Frederick W. Ayer, who was listed | ¢,.¢ leaving the Coast he will again 
the George M. Cohan starrer, ‘I'd | Broadway's season finally gets into Taney Dene among the young socialite managers | oonfer with Louis Lurie in San 
' i ‘ es Bete as ee But there is no question about any | when teamed with Robinson Smith, saan Te : 
stride 
Rather Be Right,’ Sam H. Harris’ |* : : cs Francisco on proposed activities in 
) show formerly k ae: He id Your number of Hollywood professionals | filed a petition in bankruptcy last connection with the Golden Gate 
> Hats Boys: + att mee ine having a yearning to return. Broad-| Friday (20), setting forth liabilities exposition in 1939 Cochran will 
2 Ss Ss. oes ) 7 ars oe = a . : . XPOSiil e 
s Winks. +. wi A h S§ OK way managers apparently face the/| of $5,691, with no assets. Pair de- etal; - - i 
. ept. 13. ‘Virginia,’ first of the mu- $ ton tevens problem of taking those they need| buted on Broadway with ‘Parnell’ establish an office in New York with 
sieals, will open at the Center, Radio , . a skeleion staff, his headquarters re- 
4 City, ‘ : ene Sen along the time guarantees asked for|two seasons ago, then split. Ayer| {7 .  Lendee 
t next Tuesday (31). Another icago. Aug. 24. seems to be little doubt that at least| recent!y sought backing for a new ee > 
musical due Sept. 27 ‘Calling All Chicago, Aug : & B There is a possibility that Coch- 
: Men.’ It is b “ute Shag h — - Ashton Stevens, veteran Chicago | some of the comics needed in sched-| play, saying he was ‘through with} _. n will ‘return to fight promotion 
: ooked into the Windsor, wins me ‘ritie. is back at his | uled musicals shows are willing to} partners.’ Smith scored last season|'°"” “'” ! gnt p ’ 
renamed from the 48th Street. De- | 4™erican drama critic, is back at his P but this depends on the outcome of 
t . ws ©- | desk after an eight months’ stay at|come back. Hesitancy to agree to| jin the revival of ‘King Richard II,’ imp eng 
| Jay in casting wiil not permit the | G@SX aller an eig a ni " me ; , the Joe Louis-Tommy Farr match 
. various Sh lthe Mayo clinic. minimum run contracts is holding | starring Maurice Evans, Eddie Dow- |. , . 
‘ us ubert musicals to get £0- | oO “he a . was his | up several such shows. line b r third wart : Thursday (26) at the Yankee Sta- 
ing until later. | nly loss while at clinic was hi: a ing being a third partner. dium. N.Y. Inthe event the Ene- 
3 Ch teeth. In the matter of stars who want Schedule of indebtednes includes | irene eagle iy 
M ief in support to Cohan will be ae the Broadway limelight for a spell.| smith. fro hom Ayer borrowed | //8hman cops the heavyweight title, 
larion Green, Eddie Garr and Joy | ‘ oe haw . , sey cco : | Cochran would rti te in stag- 
4 Hodges, latter bei C ht | legit people appear to have much|¢599, Others from whom coin was | ~°C7%®92 Would parlicipale in stag 
3 ges, latter being a Coast ; . tj ney ; g a contes arr’ 
: sank ‘vedio ae Be gee nig : Chi Pee eee less trouble. It is the supporting | borrowed are named, also a theatri- ng 8 contest in ape pte for Farr’s 
ane a songstress, who will | players, many of them necessary for | os) transfer company, that item being | subsequent defense of the champion- 
: lake her Broadway debut. ae Chicago, Aug. 24. |full casts, who hesitate over bids | ¢q9 y, ship. However, he Wdes Het: think 
f a cay th | Frank Gilmore rBleg aap sown 'from the main stem which makes . well enough of the Englishman's 
f Rej t ° ae ones . aggre te fr —— 'it a matter of economics from both chances to come East in time for 
f inh d S ;™ tn oca equity ~11e ran are, | ends. R d’ R d A . the Louis match. 
ar laging | Will discuss the likelihood of re- | ——-—--- —— 0a to 0a gain Cochran was formerly interested 
, W , 3 ° 'opening local Equity offices in the | area : = we 
- : i | n boxing promotion in addition to 
y omen in Vienna Capitol building and the enrollment | y k | He A h pPpetyowse tt omer? ; 
-  cncaiiaiiain in radio which hasn't | Oke as not er Jack Kirkland and Sam H. Gris- |?‘ theatrical activities. He was to 
v iia started around here as . et man are reorganizing a road com- | M®Vvée ocen on the Jack Dempsey- 
. ‘ Vienna, Aug. 13. eign 2 le el ‘Bundle from  Reaven’ by Debo| pany of ‘Tobacco Road,’ headed by | Georges Carpentier scrap, along with 
fer three years absence from | F | Frankel, has been acquired for forth- | Tay lor Holmes, for reopening at Con- | William A. Brady. Some weeks 
: OW biz here, Max Reinhardt will O'NEILL PRESENTS O'NEILL coming season production by Alex | vention Hall, Asbury Park, N. J., prior to the fight, Brady, who had 
; personally supervise the production} William J. O'Neill, downtown | Yokel. Aug. 30. Cochran’s power of attorney, de- 
: of Claire Booth’s ‘Women’ at the Jo- ‘broker, will invade legit producing Yokel is reported sufficiently het Support cast includes Pitt Herbert, | clared out on the theory that the 
sefstadt theatre. [os a side line with “The Red Pavil-|up over script that ‘he may give it| Florence Gerald, Kay Thorne, Lil- | event would go red. Which was an 
Helene Thimig and Adrienne Gess- | lion,’ by George O'Neill, not related. Serene over ‘Beauty, by Rita|lian Ardell, William Bishop, Dick | error. 
ner have the leading roles in the| When cast, Harry Wagstaff Gribble | Weiman, originally sieded as his | Lee, Lonnie Nace, Sondra Johnson, Brady, also on the Coast, is due 














All H'wood Bedouins Have Beds, 
Raves Andre Charlot, on Coast 
To Produce Plays in Serenity 





/SCARCITY OF 


Less Emphasis on Casting 


PLAYS, PLAYER 








Hebrew Actors’ Union Financing 
Yiddish Stocks te Provide Work 


For Members, Reclaim Road 


+ P ‘ 7 susan 
| ; : Worries, However—Quite | 
3 Hollywood, Aug. 24. | Tortilla Ready a Few Hollywoodians Yen New Green-Weill Play | Hebrew Actors Union is spreading 
Hollywood is the trouper’s dream | ~ /out into management as a last re- 
; oan That Broadway Footlight —_— 
come true. s Gri ae Fli . ° Charlotte. N.C. A >4 po n the hope of keeping its mem- 
‘ m “1S >xpects start re- — W ar By 2ee G, E. 24. 
It's the land where all the Be- Ren “bec eating "Tortilla Flat, ie? rinkles on Mini-| _ ee on ership occupied. This was decided 
douins have beds, all the tents of — ) . mum Guarantece Kurt Weill, composer who wrote 


the migratory tribe of the world’s 
entertainers have three living rooms 
and five bedrooms, each with bath. 
Yeah, all of that. 

Andre Charlot says it’s so. He 


dramatized by Jack Kirkland from 
John Steinback’s novel of the same 
title. First two acts are in finished 
form, with final revisions on the 
third act due to be completed this 


May 
Have to Be Worked Out 


LONDON VS. H’WOOD 


the music for Max Reinharat’s ‘Eter- | 
nal Road’ and Paul Green’s 
Johnson,’ 


‘Johnny 
both produced in New 


York last season, has just spent some | 


|nounced that the 


jat the annual meeting of the Union 
Monday (23) at which time Reuben 
Guskin, executive secretary, an- 
union had taken 
over the Douglas Park, Chicago, and 


; : . | week, lane p Gr ; ithe Lincoln, Philadelphia. Both 
ought to know, He’s camping in Se oo. the Grisman and Kirktané Pa time here with aul Green, dis- | houses are being renovated and 
the tepee of Rowland Leigh in the cussing plans for a new show sched- | yjqaich + 1s will be se f 

‘B ly Hill H , | combo may have two plays rehears- ; uled for New York production this | idcish troupes will be sent in from 
acic rearlyw s > cave . ? “Me ve c « ag « acer) > iS 4 4 t+ py ‘ cpac ) 
0a > oa ae, J } “~ e says Se ing at the same time, other script : Broadway S Managers ascribe the fall. | N y o attempt a full season of 
— ‘ Ss Ss ° : * ’ e ness ¢ > 7-1 ‘arie c stock ar 
swe opp g. Oo be precise. Us being Sam and Edith Grafton’s ateness of the new season to vari ree ae the text. and Weill tock in each, 
made his dyspepsia better and ‘Listen For Their Coming. Former is | °US and vague reasons, principally bh " ying tne te an ei Decision was not easy to reach, 
promises now to paste. another |.) editorial writer on the New York | the scarcity of scripts. There is less the music. Although Guskin and other union 


phase onto the active Charlot career. 
He’s gonna produce plays on the 
Coast. 
Charlot has produced around 100 


shows up to now, mostly in Lon- N y DECKHANDS wood available for stage engage- too sure of the logic. And, worse, 
don. He won't say he hopes to e * ments. it was a tough job getting together 
become a producer of Hollywood But those on the Coast want as- troupes for the two houses, actors 
fiims. But he may. Some of the surance that, upon returning to insisting they would rather work for : 
iribe of 10%ers who peddle brains WANT WAGE Broadway, they wili not be left hoid- regular managements on a guaranty is 
and experience as well as contours ing the bag. Figured out by those basis. i 
are more or less on his neck. He'll propositioned, especially for musi- Guskin pointed out, however, that : 
probably succumb because, as you cals, of which there are more than the times are tough and manage- | 
talk to him, you begin to realize CUTS BACK usual scheduled, that they must be ments have become leery of Yiddish 


that he is enchanted, bemused not 


only by the prospects but also the When that minimum was sugge ested membership of the organization, 89 

prospectus of Hollywood. He’s in several cases there was a prompt Paul Dulzell will take over Frank] ®ve still unengaged for the coming 

sold. nix. Showmen look on the idea Gilimore’s duties when thé latter |20ee2 and Guskin’s ple. for co- ; 
‘What a place! he exclaims. ‘These Stagehands in New York are now | as a hold-up, arguing that, what with et 4 : operation among the membership } 

warm days and cool nights. Holly- seeking the return of the cut which | rehearsal coin, temporary repatri- steps out of his present Equity post.| and a more thorough appreciation ; 

wood folks don’t know what it | has been effective for several years. | ates do not rate such a guarantee.| Decision was reached yesterday|of the issues involved, finally won 

means to live elsewhere. Here you Lateness of the season's start in legit} Reason is largely that seekers of (Tuesday) afternoon at the regular | Over. 

work from 9 to 6 and then you're | Will afford time for negotiations with | talent from the east do not under-| meeting of the Actors Equity Assn. ‘We don't want to be managers,’ 

through, you forget about it until |the managers, who still figure the/| stand the Hollywood stance. council. He will be the acting presi-|Guskin explained, ‘but the time has ‘ 

iomorrow. You play, rest, have | back-stage union’s scale should re- Leases dent but will hold the titles of ex-|come when we must face facts. There 

fun. main as is, without a formal contract Many actors who are established | ecytive secretary, also treasurer. lis a bare possibility that we have 


War Wouldn’t Hurt 





‘oCal adaptation of the American hit. 


Post. 








being entered into. There is no 











' will d:rect. 


emphasis on the problem of ‘securing 
talent than for several years, 
it is rather generally 


since 
conceded that 
there are plenty of players in Holly- 


guaranteed at least eight weeks 


in the film colony are tied up on 








first for new season. 





Council’s action in naming Dulzell 

















| Harry Townes and Walter Ayers. 
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DULZELL GETS: 

















jofficials had made all the preliminary 

arrangements, going through with 
the moves was a problem because 
the membership at large wasn’t any 


legit. Of the approximately 350 


been too tough on the managements 








oack this week. 
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kva Le Gallienne Plays ‘Hamlet 
In Summer Stock; Does It Well 





Dennis, Mass., Aug. 23. 

Eva Le Gallienne’s portrayal of 
*Hamlet,’ unveiled at the Cape Play- 
house here tonight, is an interesting 
theatrical experiment. At times it is 
more than that, more often not. 

Playing the role of the tragic Dane 
as an 18-year-old boy, Miss Le Gal- 
lienne succeeds in creating that il- 
‘lusion. 

If one expected to see a more con- 
yincing ‘Hamlet’ than those por- 
trayed by either Leslie Howard or 
John Gielgud last season, he would 
have been disappointed by tonight's 


performance, and yet there were | 
elements and moments to recom- | 
mend it. 


This Hamlet’s soliloquies are not 
great, but the scene between Hamlet 
and his mother, for instance, is one 
of the best of recent years. _ 

At times, Miss Le Gallienne’s act- 
ing is inspired, exciting; and at other 
moments one is conscious of hearing 
an exhibition of how Shakespeare 
can be read by a famous actress— 
nothing more. 

Arranged in three ; ' 
scenes, the staging and direction (Le 
Gallienne’s) are excellent. 

Especially effective in speeding up 
the play is the device of lowering 
the front curtain toward the end of 
a scene, using full stage, so that the 
players can complete their closing 
lines down front on an extended 
apron, while the next scene is being 
set. Result is that there are no 
waits between scenes. In _ fact, 
through this arrangement, one scene 
is skillfully blended into another, 
and the entire performance benefits 
from it. 

In the surrounding cast, gathered 
together by the star and well re- 
hearsed by her, George Graham, as 
Polonius, is outstanding. Marion 
Evensen, as the Queen of Denmark, 
is convincing, and S. Thomas Gomez, 
as the King, read his lines well. 

Scene of the players in court is a 
highlight of the productions, while 
the graveyard scene is disappointing. 

Miss Le Gallienne does not over- 
rant, as she did in ‘L’Aiglon,’ and 
rather chooses the middle road, 
skillfully changing her moods to fit 
the scene and temper of her vascil- 
lating character. : 

Settings by Eugene-C. Fitsch are 
not only artistic, but ingeniously 
utilitarian. Costumes by Michael 
Weightman-Smith are outstanding, 
and the lighting rates a es nod. 

ox. 


DAMN DEBORAH 


Dennis, Mass., August 17. 

Comedy in three acts (five scenes) by 
Walter Charles Roberts; staged by Arthur 
Sircom; settings Eugene C. Fitsch. Pre- 
sented by Raymond Moore (by arrange- 
ment with Oscar Serlin) at Cape play- 
house, Dennis, Mass., Aug. 16, ‘37. 
Deborah Sampson ,.......Gertrude Michale 
Prudence Bradford ......,...Mary Sargent 
Hannah Cabot rothy Blackburn 
Squire Jonathan Sampson....Kdwin Hodge 
Ephraim Sampson ......Charles Hammond 
Sergeant Ben Gannett ......Philip Huston 
Private Rafe Westcott ...... Wylie Adams 
Lady Betty Annesley ........ Martha Scott 
Private Hotchkin ........Reed McClelland 
Private Traviss ...... «+---Allen Nourse 
Dr. Daniel Binney ...........:Otto Hulett 
Corporal Welles ........-,...William Shea 













BUAVARD. WES: circndevececs sins Fred Sears 
Private Rounds .,..... »-Phil M. Sheridan 
Ensign Henry Blodgett..... Edward Butler 
Captain George Webb......,.Albert Bergh 
Private Peter ......... ++..Slim Thompson 


Colonel Henry Jackson ...,...Edwin Hodge 
General Esau Patterson....Dudley Hawley 


Girls masquerading as soldiers are 
no novelty on stage or screen, but 
this play differs from most in being 
based on fact. Seems that during 
the American Revolution’ there 
a-tually was a gal named Deborah 
Sampson, a descéndant of stern 
Puritan stock. She dressed like a 
man, got a job in the colonial army 


acts of 13/p ; 


Comedy in three acts by Garfield Car- 
ter, directed by Halsted Welles, setting 
by Johannes Larsen, presented by The- 
atre-by-the-Sea, in association with Sidney 

| Harmon, at Theatre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck, 
. Bee TF 37 | 
Daddy Hooper . ‘ Harold Moffet 
Professor Wilford Cummings....Will Geer 
a s.r re ee a Russell Collins 
Amme HIOOOE .csceec esses ...Ruth Weston 
Agatha Timothy ...... .Drypod Pizzanet 
Tabitha Bliss , ..Louise Chaffee 
Mr. MacGregor....Robert de San Marzano 
Count Bulbosi ...... . ....-John Straub 
GERD FOG: 6c svéscisbccs Edward Fitzpatrick 
Trg SHRICR scccccctcsvccess Tookie Hunter 
2) eee ee ee Clem Brace 





and half a dozen more in a sizeable 
cast acquit themselves well. 

Sets and direction are okay, 
though the first scene tends to lag. 
Perhaps part of this is the fault of 
the author, who seems reluctant to 
drop any gag. Shears would prove 
useful throughout in pointing up 
comedy sequences and advancing 
action. Another improvement might 
be a redivision of acts. There may 
be a general perking-up if the three 
stanzas are reduced to two on a 
basis of three scenes in the- first act 
and two scenes in the second. 





‘Damn Deborah’ has flaws. But 
they don’t seem big enough to spoil 
its chances for a successful New 
York run. And jn spite of some cen- 
sorable features, ‘Deborah’ ought to 
interest the picture studios. Paul. 





DOUBLE EXPOSURE 


Matunuck, R. I., August 19. 


Countess Bulbosi ..Grenna Krassiloff 


Delivery Man.........lan Gregory Walker 
as we reer rr yy Arthur Noren 
Second Truckman .......-. P. A. Xantho 
ay Bt, eer Peres Elton Carpenter 
Second Wrestler ..........: Jennings Potter 
First Reporter........John Latham Toohey 
Second Reporter .occcccssscssese John Elder 
Thiri Reporter ......... Wallace Campbell 
Telegraph Bey c«cccecicccces Jack McMahon 

Behind the false whiskers, this 


comedy turns out to be an item by 
Stanley Young previously called ‘In 
Praise of Husbands.’ Tested under 
that title in Bridgeport last March, 
the script made a pretty feeble im- 
pression. New version, while an 
improvement, is still far from dis- 
playing any possibilities. 

Rewriting leans mostly in the 
direction of emphasizing the story’s 
lunacies. Anything goes, apparently, 
as long as it is nutty enough. Crazy 
modern photography, an old gent 
who. keeps house for his daughter 
and poses for pictures in outlandish 
costumes, a couple of wrestlers, a 
phony Basque count who is pursued 
by his exotic wife and a screwball 
detective, a darkroom with a door 
about three feet high, all sorts of 
quaint peop¥e and paraphernalia 
clutter up the stage. Instead of 
strengthening his plot or developing 
his chief characters, author has 
seemed more concerned with emu- 
lating “You Can’t Take It With You.’ 
Result is a hodgepodge which lacks 
spontaneity. Some of it is funny; 
much of it is not. 

While there’s a chance that fur- 
ther revision may help, future for 
this particular item appear none too 
bright. Looks as though Young has 
got hold of an idea which just won’t 
jell, regardless of how much time or 
effort is put into it. 

Directed by Halsted Welles 
against a clever setting by Johannes 
Larsen, the cast gets along as well 
as can be expected. Ruth Weston is 
poised and charming as Anne. Rus- 
sell Collins, though miscast as her 
estranged husband, manages. to 
overcome this handicap. Harold 
Moffet misses some of the humor in 
Daddy Hooper’s” characte:ization, 
but makes other moments count. As 
a pert Federal relief investigator, 
Louise Chaffee is an eyeful. Drypod 
Pizzanet, Will Geer, Robert de San 
Marzano, John Straub, Edward 
Fitzpatrick, Tookie Hunter, Clem 





and fought for two years or so be- 
fore her secret become known. 


Playwright Roberts has bedecked | 


this yarn with romantic trimmings 
to the point where it retains little 
historical value. Fortunately, how- 
ever, the result is amusing, so the 
lapses from truth don’t matter. 
Gertrude Michael, vacationing 


from Hollywood, enjoys a_ good 
romp as Deborah. She is well 
equipped for the role, with a voice 


that can take on masculine timbre 


and features which lend themselves | 


attractively to the deception. As her 
companion at arms and subsequent 
sweetheart, Philip Huston winds up 
his summer engagement at Dennis. 
He turns in his usual stalwart per- 
formances and looks handsome in 
costumes of the period. 

Standout character job is dome by 
Mary Sargent, who plays Deborah's 
aunt, Prudence Bradford. Staid ex- 
terior cannot quite hide Prudence’s 
reckless and fiery spirit, and Miss 
Sargent deftly reveals both sides of 
the old lady’s nature. Martha Scott, 
as a girl who falls in love with the 
disguised Deborah; Dorothy Black- 
burn, g@ § disapproving maid ser- 
vant;; @@y Hulett, as the cynical but 
kindly agzy doctor; Dudley Hawley, 
as the general who once had 
Debora? dor an orderly; Edward 
Buthy ruthless Ensign Blodget, 





Brace and Grenna Krassiloff are 
okay in supporting roles. Paul, 


TRIPLE PLAY 


. Highhat Strawhat 





Surry, Me., Aug. 24. 

Productions at the Surry, 
strawhat theatre, this season, 
are wholly ultra-highbrow. This 
is by order of Mrs. W. H. 
Greene, founder and_ sole 
owner of the house. 

Monday is inactive day at 
this strawhatter. Saturday 
matinee would be a relic of 





plebian barbarism, hence is out 
this season, 











Play’ and, -with proper nursing, in- 
cluding cast changes, the show should 
stand better than a fair chance 
among new season offerings. 

Play is rough-and-tumble comedy 
for the most part and _ contains 
enough laughs, even in its present} 
state, to send an audience out} 
chuckling. Situations are rib-ticklers | 
and dialog is generally snappy. Ten- 
dency on premiere was to pile the 
laughs too fast, resulting in a num- | 
ber of choice lines going to waste. 

Rocket Reilly is the star pitcher 
of the Brooklyn Dodgers and he has 
a habit of consultng a fortune-teller 
to find out what days he'll win and | 
when he’ll lose. Reilly has implicit | 
faith in the crystal gazer and, when | 
she tells him he will kill a man| 
before midnight, he takes her word 


for it and begins to worry himself | 
into a breakdown. 
Play is laid in a Brooklyn hotel 


where the Dodgers stay and, among 
other guests, is Jackie Moultrie, ex- 


gangster’s moll now married to a} 
gambler whom _ she_ hates. When} 
Jackie gets wind of Rocket's worry | 


about murdering someone, she thinks 
she sees a way of getting rid of her 
husband by substituting real bullets 
in a fake murder plan she works 
Rocket into. 
Reilly has a couple of dizzy team- | 
mates, Johnny and ‘Snake,’ who try | 
to sell Rocket off the murder idea | 
by hypnotizing him and putting him 





to bed until after midnight, but 
Reilly gets away from them and 
eventually takes several shots at 


the husband, leaving him for dead. | 
Schoolgirl sweetheart of Rocket’s | 
meanwhile comes into the picture, | 
switches the bullets for blanks and 
the murder fizzles out. 

Curtain brings a romantic clinch | 
for the pitcher and a fainting spell 
for the husband who finds out the 
fake murder almost turned out to be 
genuine. 

Joseph Cotten pleases in the lead 
role as Rocket, with John Call and 
Edward Andrews backing him up 
as his screwy buddies. Ruth Ham- 
mond lacks sincerity in the Jackie 
part and Tucker McGuire hasn't the 
appeal needed for the romantic lead. 
Balance of cast is suitable. 

Charles Rogers handed in some 
nice designing, with a hotel writing- 
room particularly good. Greene di- 
rected as well as produced, and kept 
things moving rapidly throughout. 
Production on the whole was com- 
mendable for a straw-hat. 

In legit. ‘Triple’ should do mod- 
erately, depending on how it’s bol- 
stered: for films, it’s a natural for 
the Joe E. Brown type of — 

one. 


The Nuremberg Egg 
Surry, Me., Aug. 21. 


Mediaeval play starring Shepperd Strud- 





wick: Samuel Rosen. production manager; 
setting. Alan Handley; costumes, Janet 
Marshall. 
Peter Henlein.......... Shepperd Strudwick 
Pe eateadedak cue rrrrrTrrTiye ~ Helen Wynn 
Doctor Schedel........+-...Whitner Bissell 
Peer oe coceee- RObDert K. Adams 
Herr Guldenbeck....e..+...-. Norman Budd 
Joseph Apfelbaum........Jack W. Lydman 
Charitas Henlein.......... Katherine Emery 
(a |. AS ree Pay Pe Alan Handley 
Carnival Figure. ......e.e.-. K. Edwin Shaw 
Tipsy Woman...........- Connie Nickerson 
COOK ccs ccscce aes ce Anne Revere 
Ravens: Kleanor King, Jabez Gray 
Children, Townfolk and Journeymen: Jean 
Adams, Rose Fillmore, Betty A. T. Spencer, 
Alan Handley, Jabez Gray, Kenneth Me- 
Clelland, Peter Hobbs, Bayard Ewing. 





‘The Nuremberg Egg’ is a powerful | 
play concerning a hero of medieval | 
times. And Sheppard Strudwick’s | 
characterization of the great-hearted | 
Peter Henlein and his struggle! 
against odds to perfect his invention | 
for the benefit of mankind is A-t. It 
is that rare combination in the the-| 
atre—an extraordinary actor in an 
extraordinary drama. 

All the earmarks of a tried and} 





Milford, Conn., Aug. 23. 
Comed im three acts (five scenes) by 
4 im Roos, Directed by Luther Greene; 
‘‘harles Rogers; Marcus Merwin 
nagine director presented by Connecti 
i I’ In association with Greene 
nd § i 1t Playhouse, Milford, Conn., 
Lug 3 7 
i ROLLY scocecceses Joseph Cotten 
Johnn MRMSAY cocorcese Kdward Andrews 
Mike . harles Powers 
fans.” BEVIN cs cvé pauses ceuedes . Dave Mallen 
Jackie Moultrie ....ccee6. Ruth Hammond 
Mr. Hank Hankins ...... Clyde Franklyn 
Mrs. Louella Hankins Florence Pendleton 
i “ee. aseheeest00 hence John Call 
Horace Moultrie ........ Mdmund Dorsay 
Mildred Walker .....ee. Tucker MeGuire 
Mr. Schmidt ...cccsss Charles Keane 
eS le ma Seer errr .-++ Warren Miiis 
Mr. <ooper .... . Kdward Everet Hale 





Luther Greene brought a script 
and a bunch of actors to this Con- 
necticut village and put them beth 
through a feeling-out process to de- 
termine the worth of this new 
comedy by William Roos. Opening 
night reaction apparently was satis- 
factory, as Greene announces a two- 
week break-in period (probably in 
Philly) and an Oct. 3 Broadway 
opening. 

Unquestionably, they have some- 
thing funny to work with in ‘Triple 





tested classic appear in this poignant}; 
; drama, with its largeness of theme. | 
| vividness of character portrayal and 
i full use of langtiage to communicate 
| the beauty 


and terror of 
dignity and the humor 
human relationships. 

In the opening scene Henlein is a 
humble locksmith, tolerated by his 
neighbors as a_ harmless potterer | 
with tools. He becomes important} 
when he discovers the _ priceless! 
secret of making a clock run without] 
a pendulum—a clock that can be 
used on ships—a boon to the great 
adventurers and discoverers of that 
glamorous age. 

But the invention brings him un- 
told troubles. It is derided as the 
Nuremberg Egg—an egg hatched 
from a cracked brain. It takes his 
attention from the wife he adores. 
It excites the cupidity of his miserly 
old landlord. 

But history will not wait. Times 


life, 
inherent 


the 
in| 





demand that he sacrifice everything 
for his brain-child and, in the end, 





| 
Henlein obeys the will of fate and 


takes his place among the heroes. 

Henlein, of course, dominates the 
play. Shepperd Strudwick’s creation 
of this character is striking. In the 
space of two hours he is seen to 
grow and develop from a homely 
humorist and village philosopher, 
doting on a young wife and enjoying 
the pleasures of skillful craftsman- 
ship, into a powerful and compelling 
personality, qualified to alter the 
course of human history. 

Praise is also due to Helen Wynn 
as- the very young and tremulous 
Eve, whose shrinking from the sac- 
rifice demanded of Henlein serves to 
show the vein of iron in his soul, 
and Norman Budd as old Gulden- 
beck, the landlord, whose craftiness 
and volatility are the antitheses of 
Henlein’s generosity and social re- 
sponsibility. 

Katherine Emery as the religious 
Charitas, who finally becomes con- 
vinced that a man may love both 
God and a charming young appren- 
tice, draws a lovable and human pic- 
ture of a girl of the period, while 
Jack W. Lydman as her shy lover, 
and Henlein’s chief collaborator, 
plays convincingly and with humor- 


| Ous tenderness. 


Excellent work in smaller parts is 


done by Whitner Bissell as Dr. 
Schedel. a_ scientist born ahead of 
his time; Robert K. Adams as the 


navigator Behaim; Alan Handley as 
the quack Bratvogel, and Anne Re- 
vere as Guldenbeck’s cook. 
Handsome production seems 
headed for success in New York. 
Hert. 


WiLD VIOLETS 


St. Louis, Aug. 23. 
Hardt-Warden 


scenes) and 
Hassard Short and 
lyrics, Desmond Carter; 
music; Robert Stolz; staged by Zeke Col- 
van; orchestra under direction of George 
Hirst: dances directed by Theodore Adolphus 
and Al 


Musical by Bruno 
Prolog wo acts (10 
Knglish book by 
mond Carter; 


with 
epilog; 
Des- 


White, Jr.; settings, Raymond So- 
vey; costumes, Billi Livingston; produced 
under personal direction of Richard Berger 


at Forest Park Theatre, Bowl, St. Louis, 


week Aug. 23, '37. 

SUR Me eos sk esc kb ees George Meader 
Augusta. his wife......cce.: Violet Carlson 
Greta, their daughter...... Erika Zaranova 
ae eae ae Phil Porterfield 
Paul Hoffman, his father...Guy Robertson 
a ee 8 a ee ee Guy Robertson 
CPeeO. TOONS sb dn cb Hh00.006 Wilbur Evans 
2 a. ey Re are ee John Ehrle 
Berme@, FIOMIMMAMN 6 66s isco Helen Raymond 


Mademoiselle 


Liesel 


Yvonne Dupres..Ruth Urban 
8690600056 6046505040) Vicki Cummings 


Bo CPR Te eer ae Annemary Dickey 


Po ee eh eee ree Elizabeth Houston 
Algernon Rutherford....... Joseph Macaulay 





Mary Rutherford....... ...Margaret Daum 
i. WORM Cede s beat Cevseene 2 Robert Pitkin 
DARCOS 6 bi ceases Harris, Claire and Shannon 

American premiere of Robert 
Stolz Drury Lane operetta, ‘Wild 
Violets,’ was successfully launched 


here, and the piece, scouted by N. Y. 
producers, is certain to be a hit on 
Broadway, where it is skedded for 
fall presentation. Stolz’ lilting tunes, 
a clever plot, a fine cast and the 
huge stage which permitted construc- 
tion of attractive sets, plus attrac- 
tive routines for the line, all con- 
tribute to the success here. 

Among a dozen songs, the hit of 
the piece is ‘Charming Weather,’ 
sung by Vicki Cummings, Annamary 
Dickey, Wilbur Evans and John 
Ehrle. 

Violet Carlson, making her. first 
appearance in the al fresco theatre, 
is easily tops, and any future presen- 
tations of ‘Violets’ without her in 
the role of Augusta would be a mis- 
take. 

Story of ‘Wild Violets’ begins at 
the Stone Jug Inn in the winter of 
1932. Hans Katzen, innkeeper, and 
his wife, Augusta, have a daughter, 
Greta, with whom Carl Hoffman is 
in love. Carl’s father objects to the 
engagement and Hans contrasts this 
stand with the youthful Paul he knew 
in the old days. Hans refutes the 
suggestion of the young couple that 
romance and excitement were un- 
known when he and Augusta were 
courting and, as he recalls past his- 
tory, the lights dim and scene shifts 
back to 1920. 

Hans is now the potboy at the 
Stone Jug worshipping Augusta, who 
serves as housekeeper at the Chateau 
Violette Finishing Schl for Girls. 


| Young love is in thg air, for a stu- 


dents’ college is next door to the 
chateau and Paul Hoffman and his 
friends, Otto and Erik, are the sen- 
timental ringleaders. Liesel, Mitzi 
and Lena are objectives of their af- 
fections. Mary is ordered to leave 
the chateau; Paul and Mary elope. 

Back in 1932, history repeats it- 
self with Greta, excited by the tale. 


whispering to Carl that he might 
profit from the leaf in his father’s 
hook. When Paul, Otto and Erik, 


now middle-aged, arrive with their 
wives, Mary, Liesel and Lena, for 
their annual reunion, a note -dis- 
patched from the village announces 
that Carl and Greta have eloped. 
Play ends as a toast is drunk to the 
future happiness of the young couple. 

Helen Raymond, as Mme. Hoff- 
man, is an outstanding performer, 
and her imbibing too freely at the 
Stone Jug Inn is a sock bit. George 
Meader, Guy Robertson. Wilbur 
Evans and John Ehrle score with 
their singing. Another song hit is 
‘You, Just You.’ sung by Robertson 
and Margaret Daum. 

Harris, Claire and Shannon, dance 
team, do two specialties which click. 

Dance routines conceived for the 
line by Theodor Adolphus and Al 
White, Jr., and lighting effects are 
effective. Turn table on stage per- 
mits change of numerous scenes with 
a minimum of delay. Sahu. 








——= 
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The Inconstant Moon 
Newport, R. L, Aug. 23. 


Comedy in three acts by Willa Frederic 
presented by Actor-Managers, Inc., at New. 
port Casino theatre, Newport, R. 1., Aix 
17, '37; staged by Agnes Morgan: setg 
Emeline Clark Roche. ) 
Alex Hunter......... seeeeee. Franklin Gray 
Constance Bellows...........Dorothy Sands 
Christopher Bellows..........Paul McGrath 


Angela Furness...... 0606606600 Joanna Roos 
, oe Se Arr Philip Tonga 
Egan Kuykendall.............. Edger Kent 
Florence Kuykendall, Elizabeth Dean Farray 
Raymond Kuykendall....... Hayden Rorke 
MG bcc een we PES) av eet eat Charles Trexler 
Hurdy Gurdy Man..............: Jus Addiss 
-_ — FE § George Donovan 
Two Moving Men.... ?Earl J. Jalmer. Jy 
TORE. BEGR. . Kcgecavedsinvesc. cee JURQ Addine 
Ree CPR . oh beaks k owes Hathaway Kale 


‘The Inconstant Moon’ is a smart 
comedy with Continental airs, tpvyi- 
cal of the plays presented at New. 
port this season. It is of the licht 
and fluffy variety, nice to look at. 
but fragile. Play, however. merits 
consideration because of its witty 
dialog and amusing situations. [It 
basically a comedy of young 
sentimental love, the sort that 
with poetic flavor, but 
satirical vein. 

Principal characters are (Con. 
stance Bellows, an attractive mar- 
ried woman close to her forties but 
still possessed with a romantic 
spark; Alex Hunter,'a youth of 23. 
who is madly in love with Con- 
stance, and Christopher Bellows. 
her husband, a well-to-do art dealer. 

Play opens in Naples, where Cor- 
stance and Alex coo and bill. with 
the aid of Shakespeare and Swin 
burne. Constance’s ex-husband su-- 
denly arrives on the scene. breaks 
up the romantic interlude at pistol 


ind 
flows 
largely in 4 


point and takes his former wife 
| back to America. Before the cur- 
tain drops on the first act Alex 





makes several vain attempts to kill 
himself. All of which is done on a 
satirical scale. 

Back in America the Bellows have 
re-married and the scene is one of 
complete domesticity. Mrs. Bellows. 
however, has not forgotten he 
Neapolitan love affair, and neither 
has Alex. Once a month Alex sends 
flowers to Constance, but Christophe 
is not to be ruffled. He believes he 
understands his wife’s temperament. 

Motivation for the second and 
third acts stems from a sudden 
meeting of the two lovers, rekind- 
ling of the old spark and Christo- 
pher’s last-minute efforts to cure his 
rattle-brained wife once and for all. 

For the most the play moves 
smoothly, but every now and then 
the flow is disturbed by irrelevant 
business. Miss Frederic reaches her 
climax quite abruptly. Awakening 
of young Alex to the realities of his 
unfortunate plight seems rather 
sudden, perhaps too much so to 
make this situation jell. For that 
matter, Christopher’s act of turning 
the tables seems a bit rushed. 

On the whole, though, it’s fair 
entertainment for those who like 
this sort of thing. Cast does a swell 
job, particularly the three main 
characters. Dorothy Sands, who 
plays with the distinct disadvantage 
of a wig; Paul McGrath as the hus- 
band and Franklin Gray as _ the 
youthful lover. Good support by 
Joanna Roos and Philip Tonge. 

Marc. 


THE TRUNK 


East Jaffrey, N. H., Aug. 20. 


Melodrama in four acts (five scenes) by 
Parker Wood, presented by Actor-Asso- 
ciates at Inn theatre, East Jaffrey, N. H 
Aug. 20, ’37; William O. Pariridge, di- 
rector; Fritz Eisenmann, assistant director, 


Barbera Heath. ...dccccsece Lorraine Millec 
George Grimshaw.....eese+-:- Parker Wood 
Richard Heath....... ecece Robert Dumont 
Cynthia Ellingwood..........Virginia Rice 
Martha Skinner....... cocccee Betty Pierce 
Roger Filetcher....... ecceecs Enery Battis 
Everett Boggs........ ecceces uUssell Curry 
MEOCMIMMAT « ceca sceenteons ..-..Hubert O'Neil 
Inspector Burns........ *...Fritz Kisenmann 
Lieutenant Williams. .....c.ccess: John Bell 
Patrolman Smith.......... ..Carlos Cook 
Cte FOO 6 066.668 066560 0% ._Edward Hale 
Police Photographer....... Norman ‘Tucket 


When the next cycle of mysteries 
rolls around, this cleverly conceived 
whodunit should find a market. De- 
tective story fans and mystery solv- 
ers will like the twist, other play- 
goers will find the plot sustainins, 
and as for plausibility, it will give 
the cranks searching for inconsis- 
tencies a brainstorm figuring out 
loopholes. 

Author Wood throws his audience 
off the scent legitimately, but neatly, 
several times during the evenins, 
and yet the clue is right there in the 
title. 

All action takes place in the draw- 
ing room of the Heath home, the 
wall of which is decorated by quite 
an assortment of primitive wat 
trophies, including two pigmy ylow 
guns. Richard Heath is president o! 
an arms manufacturing company 
(cast as a young man here); Barbara, 
his sister, is sought for marriage |'t 
the first act by George Grimshaw, 
a rather crude, rugged gent with 4 
cruel demeanor, and Roger Fletcher, 
a neurotic, jealous sculptor and col- 
lector. 


Barbara accepts Fletcher's pt! 
posal, but when he sees his riv3! 
Grimshaw, kiss her in felicitation, 
Fletcher burns and stomps out ot the 
house. In the driveway, he runs 
down Grimshaw by accident. Grim- 
shaw survives, but is missing for 19 


: salth 
months while he recovers his hea! 
When he returns, Grimshaw 


overly pleasant to Fletcher, who ‘5! 
(Continued on page 53) 
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~The Washburn P. A. Bible. 


The George Abbott office, lifting an idea that hasn’t been used for 20 
years, has compiled a ‘bible’ for traveling p.a.’s. Each advance man is 
given the rules and told to abide by them. Charlie Washburn admits hav- 
ing written he ‘bible,’ an idea which he says came from the late Henry 
W. Savage. Savage, according to Washburn, said that an advance man 
should always teli the truth about his show—-except in one-nighters. 

Here is the Abbott ‘bible.’ 

1. Most important part of an advance man’s job is letting a town know 
a show is coming. 

2. Be sure to add expense account properly. Company managers haven't 
the time. . 

3, When in doubt about putting numbers on the expense account 
include ‘phoning country editors.’ This will cover money spent for gin. 

4. Guide your advertising appropriation by the capacity of the house. 
Don’t spend $800 for advertising when you can only gross $700. 

5. When in doubt how to write the opening paragraph of a story, start 
by using the name of the show. 

6. See the newspaper men. Give them all your spare time. 
too much. Don’t talk too much. 
ter idea for a story than you have. 

7. Keep harmony in the company. . Protect hotel reservations in crowded 
towns like Washington. A good performance is the important thing. 

8. Get up a routine of gags to amuse newspaper men. 

9. Don’t say ‘my show.’ It isn’t yours. 

10. Watch for natural hookups. With hotels there is a tieup by using 
Gif the hotels pay for the printing) ‘our room service is as good as the 
play, ‘Room Service’.’ 

11. Think up trick lines for ads. 
idea: 





Don’t drink 
Often an editor or reporter has a bet- 
Listen to him. 


For ‘Room Service’ this is a general 


$2,800 HAUL 


Thieves Get Amount by Cracking 
Safe at Barrymore, N. Y. 








The safe at the Barrymore the- 
atre, N. Y., was robbed of about 
$2,800 early Sunday (22) morning, 
thieves taking their time in the ab- 
sence of a watchman. Safe was rolled 
from the box office to the orchestra 
pit and hammered open. Most Broad- 
way theatres have night watchmen, 
but Shubert houses, of which the 
Barrymore is one, are supposedly 
covered by a night man who visits 
each spot every three hours. 

Although the theft was covered by 
insurance, ‘The Women,’ current at- 
traction, was not involved. Show and 
house settled on Saturday night. 


Actors in English 
Import Get Tough 








‘MAY WINE’ REVIVAL 


Leventhal May Try It for His Cut- 
Rate Chain 

‘May Wine,” Sigmund Romberg 
operetta, may be revived for a once- 
around of the Jules Leventhal $1 top 
circuit, to fill spot formerly held for 
‘Calling All Men,’ latter being out 
through a switch of bookings and a 
moving up of its New York opening. 
After figuring things out, Leonard 
Sillman, producer, decided ‘Men’ was 
too heavily nutted at 
than a $2 top scale. 

Leventhal idea would be to set the 
revival of ‘Wine’ for a five week 
trek of the resort stands and possibly 
follow into the Shubert, Newark, 
N. J., and others of his autumn spots. 





to play less 


Theatre Guild Sets Seven Shows 
For New Season, Hecht's Play First 


Hollywood, in one way or another, 
will dominate the Theatre Guild pro- 
gram next season. Six plays have 
already been set and lined up, with 
the Guild depending on names prac- 
tically throughout, more so than ever 
before. 

Season opens in New York Oct. 4, 
when ‘To Quito and Back’ bows in. 
This is a play by Ben Hecht, starring 
Sylvia Sidney, with cast including 





Leslie Banks, Evelyn Varden, Walte1 
N. Greaza, Joseph Buloff, Lina 
Peters, Natalie Danesi and Manart 
Kippen. Phillip Moeller is staging, 
with sets by Aline Bernstein. Play 
bows at the Colonial, Boston, Sept. 
20, for two weeks, coming right 
New York. 

Day of the New York opening will 
see the second show, ‘Madame Bo- 


nto 


Leventhal has lined up a tentative 
cast but is stymied only because he 
figures the venture not worth 
while unless he can spot it for eight 


is 








(a) A Maid’s Eye-View of Broadway, 
(b) Broadway Through a Keyhole. 
12. A cane and a buttonniere won’t get you a quarter. 
portant to have the price of a round of drinks. 
13, If you need money wire the office. 
men. ‘Little things like this that do more damage than*big spreads can help. 
14. Try to keep in advance of the show. 
most advance press agents are ‘two weeks ahead and five years behind.’ 


Don’t let anybody hang that on you. 
15. Save last week’s salary. 


Abbott shows. 


It’s a long summer, 
These bibles have been given to all men in advance of the four touring 


It’s more im- 
Don’t put the bee on local show- 


There was an old saying that 





ROAD REPORTS 





‘Toravich’ Starts in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Aug. 23. 

Embellished with a $5,000 modern- 
istic electric sign, which replaces one 
that adorned the marquee for the 
past 17 years, the American theatre, 
town’s only legit house, begins its 
season Sept. 26 with ‘Toravich,’ 
skedded for a week’s run. Co-op of 
recently formed Playgoers of St. 
Louis, organization of business men 
and civic leaders bent on making 
the town a 25-week season for legit 
attractions and supported by the 
United Booking Office in New York, 
is expected to click. 

United Booking Office has sent the 
St. Louis plan to 15 ‘ey cities in the 


country to learn whether it is adapt- | 


able in those communities for the 
purpose of general revival of legit 
all over the U. S. 





Philly Schedule 


Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 

Une legit house previously sked- 
ded to open Labor Day is now in 
the ‘indefinite’ class. Another has 
an opening date mentioned. First is 
the Forrest and second the Erlanger. 

Former house had ‘Blow, Ye 
Bugles’ figured for Sept. 6, but the 
show won't be ready, although still 
likely to play a tryout here. First 
official booking now is Ed Wynn’s 
“Hooray for What?’ on Oct. 4. 

Erlanger, not previously included 
in the calculations, now announces 
‘Tonight at 8:30’ as its initialer, date 
to be either Sept. 13 or Sept. 20. Cast 
will have Robert Henderson and 
Estelle Winwood. After that Samuel 
Nixon-Nirdlinger, who is running 
the house solo this year, announces 
tryout of an Alec Yokel production, 
‘Beauty.’ Then a musical comedy for 
Norman bel Geddes. 

Season is still set to open, how- 
ever, on Labor Day at the Chestnut 
Street Opera House, where ‘Room 
Service’ is set for a two weeks’ stay. 
or} gets ‘Leaning on Letty’ after 

at. 


New Haven Dates 
New Haven, Aug. 24. 
Shubert is scheduled to open its 
legit season Sept. 9-11 with Katha- 
rine Alexande in ‘Honor Bright,’ 
p-esented by the Shuberts. 


Set to follow are Helen Hayes in | 


‘Regina, Sept. 17-18, and premiere 
of ‘Jean’ (20-22), starring Elissa 
Landi. 
E. D. Eldridge, manager of the 
he use, recuperating from three 
Oroken ribs sustained while inspect- 
"g house renovations. 


is 


Oklahoma Set 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 24. 
Forty-two professional and ama- 


teur aitractions, conventions and 
commercial and civie meetings are 
listed or an € ghi-month municipal 
auditorium schedule announced by 
Manager Ralph Hemphill. Series 





} 





| points 


| ment, they claim, has kept other pro- 


was booked by Mrs. Frances Potter 
Hauser, 

Shows set are ‘Tovarich,’ Oct. 18; 
‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Nov. 
9; ‘Anthony and Cleopatra,’ Nov. 22; 
‘Merely Murder,’ Nov. 30; ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies,’ Dec. 7; ‘Room Service,’ Dec. 
15; ‘The Women,’ Jan. 4; Joos Ballet, 
Jan. 19; ‘King Richard III,’ Feb. 3; 
‘Fredericka,’ Mar. 23; ‘Victoria Re- 
ina,’ Apr. 20. 


oO 
i) 


Shuberts Enjoined 
In Pirandello Suit 
But Get Legal Respite 


Select Theatres Corp., Shubert 
producing outfit, is stopped from 
interfering with the heirs of Luigi 
Pirandello in their efforts to have 
the Nobel Prize winner’s plays pro- 
duced in this country by other 
managers. N. Y. Supreme Court 
Justice Aron Steuer on Monday (23) 
signed the restraint order, but left 
the way open for the Shuberts to 
bring an action to establish their 
rights in the late author’s entire 
output. 

Dispute over the American rights 
to Pirandello’s works has been going 
on for some time. The Shuberts 
signed a contract with the late 
author in 1930 under which they 
were to produce four of his plays. 
Two of them, ‘As You Desire Me’ 
and ‘Tonight We Improvise’ were 
done. They failed to received a 
third play, ‘The Giant of the Moun- 
tain,’ they claim, and Pirandello 
died before writing a fourth play. 
Shuberts insist they have the right, | 
under the original contract, to select 
any two of Pirandello’s other piays 
for production. 

Author’s heirs, through Attorney 
Sidney R. Fleischer, protested to the 
Shubert public announcement that 
they (Shuberts) owned the rights to 
all of Pirandello’s works. This state- 











ducers from taking over the shows 
for fear of a comeback from the 
Shuberts. 

An instance of this, the attorney 
out, is “Trovarsi,’ another | 
Pirandello play, which Gilbert Miller | 
wanted to produce but dropped, fol- 
lowing a warning by the Shuberts. | 


| Court’s action Monday was based | 


specifically on this play. | 
According to Fleischer, the Shu-! 
bert rights under the contract only) 
apply to the four plays named also. 
he argues that the fact the Shuberts 
went into bankruptcy shortly follow- 
ing the signing of the contract really 
voided the agreement. 
Judge Steuer’s action in 
the restraining order opens the was 


‘ 


for several producers to negotiate fo 


granting 


the Italian’s works. It is likely the 
Shuberts will start action against the | 
author's estate, howeve 

the original contract. | 


Nick F rom Equity 


Unusual Equity conditions will 
apply to the players in ‘George and 
Margaret,’ an English play being 
brought to Broadway by John C. 
Wilson, because the latter engaged a 
stage manager over here, also an un- 
derstudy. In so doing, he technically 
changed the status of the attraction, 
which is not a unit show so far as 


Equity rules on alien actors are con- i 


cerned, 

Attractions imported in total are 
classed as units and the players are 
not subject to the weekly payment 
of 5% of their salaries to Equity 
(with a minimum payment of $10 
weekly) which managers are re- 
quired to deduct from aliens when 
brought over to appear with Amer- 
ican actors. Such attractions as the 
D'Oyly Carte Opera troupe, which 
was 100% British, were required to 
pay the usual Equity dues of $18 
annually, but payable pro rata or 
$1.50 month, so long as appearing 
here. 

Because the stage manager of 
‘George’ was engaged here, some 
players will be required to join 
Equity, which costs $50 each for ini- 
tiation. In addition regular dues will 
be collected and the 5% deduction 
will apply. This company has sev- 
eral members of Equity, although 
aliens. They will also pay the sal- 
ary percentage weekly. Whether 
the players are aware of the situa- 
tion is not clear, although they were 
told they would have to conform to 
‘Equity conditions’ prior to sailing. 

Company is believed to be on the 
way to Canada. Show will play To- 
ronto the week of Sept. 13, being 
due into the Morosco, N, Y., the week 
after, debut date being Sept. 22. 


MPLS. METROPOLITAN 
TO BE TORN DOWN 


Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 

The Metropolitan theatre, local 
landmark, which has been housing 
legit roadshows for almost 50 years 
here, is being wrecked to make room 
for a parking lot. With its demoli- 
tion only the Lyceum (2,1000 seats) 
and Alvin (1,600 seats) remain avail- 
able here for legit. Former has poor 
seating arrangements, bad acoustics 
and is poorly located. Alvin’s seat- 
ing capacity is regarded as too small 
under present limited tour condi- 
tions, but leaves nothing to be de- 
sired in the matter of acoustics, lo- 
cation and general lay-out. 

Expected that most of the few 
shows to visit here the ensuing sea- 
son will confine their engagements 
to the 3.000-seat St. Paul municipal 
auditorium which, however, also is 








| acoustically unsatisfactory. 


During the past five years the 
Metropolitan has had only a hand- 
ful of attractions per season. Last 
season it was lighted a total of but 
four weeks: the season before, 
weeks. ‘Idiot's Delight’ and the Tal- 
lulah Bankhead show played the 
St. Paul Auditorium, passing up Min- 
neapolis entirely. Minneapolis Met- 
ropolitan operations, of course, were 
conducted at a considerable loss. 


STONE CASTING ‘HARLEM’ 
Ezra Sione, of ‘Brother Rat,’ at the 


Biltmore. N. Y., is doing the pre- 
liminary casting for George Abboit’s 
forthcoming Negro musica], ‘Home 
Sweet Harlem.’ 

Abbott will okay the selections be- 
fore actual production gets unde 
way. 


five | 


or 10 weeks. 


MORE CHANGES 
IN FIP SETUP 





More and more departures among 
top-flight names in the WPA theatre 
ranks in New York have the mem- 
bership shaky. William Farnsworth 
is the newest top exec to resign, hav- 
ing dropped out during the week. Al- 
though this was an expected move 
for some time, Farnsworth insisting 
that he needed the time for personal 
affairs, it came as a damper to the 
ranks at large, following, as it did, 
closely on the heels of the departure 
of Walter Hart. 

Another important Icss 
John Houseman, director. 
man, because of his production of 
‘Dr. Faustus’ and ‘Macbeth,’ among 
other. WPA top shows last season, 
was generally considered top asset. 
He and Orson Welles, actor-director, 
had announced some work on the 
side on Broadway but had intended 
to stick to the WPA. However, he 
is not a U. S. citizen. having merely 
his first papers, and therefore had to 
drop out. He has been assigned by 
the Vassar Experimental School to 
head that organization for one vear, 
that being the post which. Hallie 
Flanagan held before getting a leave 
of absence to head the FTP. Under- 
stood that Mrs. Flanagan helped 
engineer the appointment, which in- 
dicates continuance of friendship, to 
say the least. 

Rolland Herman, director. and 
Harry Irvine, actor. both considered 
top talents in the N. Y. FTP ranks, 
both had to drop out also because 
of the new insistence on the part of 
Washington that citizenship of the 
U.S. is necessary for membership in 
the WPA ranks. 


that of 
House- 





No Farnsworth Successor 


Washington, Aug. 24. 

No successor will be appointed for 
William P. Farnsworth, former na- 
tional deputy director of the Federal 
Theatre Project. 

Work will be spread among vari- 
ous individuals, with Paul Edwards 
taking over his responsibility as New 
York administrator, and J. Howard 
Miller, new aide to Mrs. Hallie Flan- 
agan, carrying the remainder of the 
load. 


Jack Curtis’ Next 


‘Born in a Trunk,’ comedy with 
show biz backgroun? by Auranea 
Roveral, is skedded as the next for 
Jack Curtis. 

Production is set for 
October. 





sometime in 


DURANT’S NEW PLAY 
Curtis Cooksey will direct Chapel 
Playhouse production of ‘Make Up 
Your Mind,’ new comedy by Harry 
Durant, 


’ 


which is skedded for the 
| Guilford, Conn. strawhat, week of 
Sept. 13. 
Etcheverry in Ind. 
Indianapolis, Aug. 24 


Alfred Etcheverry, formerly of the 
N.Y. Theatre Guild, is due here about 





| vary,’ bowing in out of town, and 
| the fourth show, ‘Ghost of Yankee 
| Doodle,’ starting rehearsal. ‘Bovary’ 
| has been adapted by Benn W. Levy 
from the Flaubert novel and will be 


staged by Levy, with Levy’s wife, 
Constance Cummings, in the title 
role. Cast includes Viola Roache, 


Ernest Thesinger, Ernest Cossart and 


Valerie Cossart. Afier a week at 
the National, Washington, it goes te 
the Nixon, Pittsburgh, for a week, 
opening at the Plymouth, N. Y., 
Oct. 18. 

Lunt and Fontanne in ‘Amphy- 


trion 38’ will be the third show, bow- 
ing at the Shubert Nov. 2. This is 
an adaptation by S. N. Behrman 
from the French of "ean Giradoux, 
cast including Edith King, Richard 
Whorf, Sidney Greensteret, Edward 
Racquello, Barry Thomson, George 
Meader and Jaqueline Paige. Bre- 
taigne Windust did the staging and 
Lee Simonson the sets. It has al- 
ready played a couple of weeks on 
the Coast, laying off for the summer. 
Opens again at Ford's, Baltimore, 
Oct. 14 for three days, then a week 
each in Washington and Cleveland 
before bowing on Broadway. 

‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle,’ No. four 
play, is Sidney Howard's first origi- 
nal play since 1932. Cast will con- 
tain Ethel Barrymore, Dudley. Digges, 
Elizabeth Young, Donald Cook and 
Kathlyn Comegys. Woodman Thomp- 
son will do the sets, but direcior 
not decided on yet. ‘or is the date 
or theatre. 

Fifth and sixth plays are inter- 
changeable, depending on which 

(Continued on page 56) 


Hallie Flanagan Tells 
Em Plenty About Ams, 
Union Shirkers in FTP 


Hallie Flanagan of the WPA thea- 
tre project ‘told off’ heads of the 
stage unions who have been fighting 
for reinstatement of professionals ict 
out after an order to reduce the re- 
lief payroll, at a special meeting in 
the FTP headquarters, N. Y., last 
Friday (20). She denied being a 
Communist and she accused the 
unions of harboring non-profession- 
als in their ranks. 

It was indicated that Mrs. Flana- 
gan will be a fixture in the Federal 
Theatre Project regardless of re- 
ports from Washington, althouzh an- 
other reorganization is in progress, 
Heads of departments and other ex- 
ecutives have come and gone, but 
Mrs. Flanagan sticks, even though 
she recently was given a change of 
title, from the original designation 
of national director. 

Mrs. Flanagan told the union ex- 
ecs to come directly to her with 
ccemplaints. But she first struck back 
at critics, claiming that there wre 
amateurs in the union ranks and 
that instead of worrying about Com- 
munistie activities within the proj- 
ect they might concern themselves 
about certain Equity members now 
on the payroll ‘who can never dance, 
act or sing.’ She also said it 
‘up to you’ to see that stagehands 
getting $104 monthly give value re- 
ceived and it is ‘your disgrace’ if 
there are musicians who cannot play 
in the orchestra pits. 

Fiank Gillmore who has prin- 
cipally acted for the stage unions 
and who went to Washington to 


is 


is 








Was 








|}explain the alleged pink slip situa- 
| tion which let out professionals but 


Sept. 1 to take over the megaphone | retained amateurs or semi-pros, was 
it the Civic theatre | present at the session. He later 
He replaces Direcior Frederick | stated he did not subscribe to Mrs, 
Burleigh, who resigned accept a|Flanagan’s statements and reserved 
isimilar post wit! he Piitsburgh | the right to continue workng for the 
| Players ieinstatement of Equity people. 
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Plays Out of Town 





the only available doctor in town 
in order that Mrs. Hamilton may 
not be treated when dangerously ill. 

This scene could have been given 


Story to Be Whispered 
San Francisco, Cal., Aug. 21. 


Play in seven seenes by William S. Hurl- 





bui. siaged by Edgar MacGregor: sets and! great suspense if properly treated 
costumes, Norman Rock; presented by | but as handled, misses fire all 
aha! og reson pg agar i, Ao 'around. When Jack’s wife dies, no 
Ree ire, Aug. 19, 81; $2.15 top. | obstacle is left to prevent his mar- 
Jack Hamilton -ceeeeeWeldon Heyburn | riage to Rose. But Rose sees some- 
Due Davidson ...-.sse+++-Lester Matthews | thing greater than her love for Jack 
‘Git That?’ Charley ecceess Herbert Corthell when she purposely compromises 
i ae ty eauraien | herself so that he will leave her for 
teases ‘| De Lacey ..scseessesRobert’ Long | a girl who can further his career. 
nn hag ance ..-Marjorie Rambeau| There’s an anti-climax, in the 
Rather Bawine ; ee epilog, which really should be the 
ress "Lib - eed. be Mabel Colco 1; prolog. In it a group of new actors 
Mamie vesesseeee+Mildred Sennett | make their appearance in the roles 
—— dae a Fate | of descendants of Jack Hamilton. 
yaad aa bh johnstune White | Time of the epilog is today and, in 
BOG bo vino Bien gubtn@ecedes Chester Miller | it, four generations of the. Hamilton 
PeOasIOY WEE os ose sieedeses Charles Waldon | family assemble to discuss the great 
Seer ey .terte er ee Wuise ‘Tayior| man’s recently written biography. 
Rita. Ssaiaeaianeal Helene Le Berthon| Two youngest members of the clan 
Olga viseresereceeseeeeaners Helene Garron | discover the skeleton in their closet 
POTTY co wccccccneseoncsses Lorraine Arden — the story to be whispered.’ It is | 
posed Sch enecckesweeeewwen eis seat | a weak denouement and leaves the 
Chinn ie, os penndeneek Rubye Wong] play with its two main characters 
Mrs. Hamilton ......seeee08- atinnie. Dupree | absent at the final curtain. 

ne se oe Sesios conn) Mitchel | Piece gets off to a fair start with 
John -seeees-James Metcalf} a rugged scene in front of a saloon, 
BGMEY  ovoessecicosaseses Audrey Reynolds | where a group of old-timers gather 
- rs PR as enon phastnete ets ee | for the arrival of Rose and her girls. 
M NRE BPS Be dates ea Durward Grinstead| This scene really gets going when 


iia Miss Rambeau makes her appear- 
ance and a street brawl occurs, dur- 





Brought back to the stage, after an 


, . : ing which a man is killed. With 

R — h cle ing Vnic ; 
pecaweris teglion relly oy Hom "Mariesie uninspired dialog and in an old- 
- . / fashioned manner, Hurlbut then 


ge ege eal pa ag <p: Been yom starts to develop his theme of sacri- 
talents by a wide margin. Years| ficial love, with the story continu- 
have been very kind to Miss Ram-| ally losing ground in its unfoldment, 
beau, who hasn’t forgotten any of| ending where it really should have 
the things which made her an im-| started. 
portant legit actress in the past and Hurlbut started to reshape the 
which would keep her in the front) play immediately following its open- 
ranks today, in more worthy) jng, but if the play is ever to achieve 
vehicles. any distinction there will have to be 
Set in the colorful silver mining|a great deal of rewriting, much 
era of Nevada pioneer days andj} more than can be done enroute. 
offering a touch of authenticity in Among the supporting players 
its parallel of the lives of some of| there are some good performances. 
the men who made fortunes in those | Herbert Corthell as a rough-spoken 
days, ‘Story to be Whispered’ lacks| miner who furnishes most of the 
the vigor associated with the} comedy, is outstanding. Mary Field 
bonanza period of the Comstock |as Ella Jamison, woman who mar- 
lode. ried Jack Hamilton because oe -_ 
iss’ Re i t as Rose | been jilted by another, gets the mos 
chacdes: eanliones of = dem estab- | Out of an unsympathetic part. Myra 


is : h ; ¢| Marsh as_ Esther Rawlins, Rose 
rege Hype Gm ime {its gilded | Grandee’s best friend, is consistently 
grandeur and its assortment of beau- | 800d. Mildred Sennett milks the 


teous girls from all corners of. the | Part of the muttering colored maid, 
earth. Most of the action takes | $¢tting laughs in a sort of feminine 
place in the rooms of this mansion, | Stepin Fetchit characterization. Alma 
which is frequented by figures high | Lloyd, daughter of yeenk, aan 
and low in the social strata of that | $00d account of herself as the gir 
period. | who uncovers the family secret. 
Playwright Hurlbut fails to paint}; Norman Rock, who designed the 
his story in the bolder manner de- | Production, gave it several splendid 
manded by the characters. Play settings and _ striking femme cos- 
does have some flavorsome dialog, | tumes. Edgar MacGregor’s direction 
but it comes from the wrong per- is most effective in the mass scenes, 
son, when the author chooses to put | but otherwise uninspired. 
in the mouth of Miss Rambeau. | 
Evidently the star felt that way 
about it, too, for she deliberately | Never Trouble Trouble 
muffed some vulgar lines which | Comedy in three acts, by Katherine Hil- 
might have been tossed off by a | jiker and H. H. Caldwell; directed by Dick- 
more uncouth madame of today. son Morgan; produced by John Golden at 
Hurlbut is at fault in his failure oone ha theatre, Brighton Beach, Bklyn., 


. . , week Aug. 17, ‘37, 
to revitalize his plot, which is s0|trie shaw 








dine CMO 00.0440 008 William Janney 





old that it creaks. Some of the |lennie Trask ............ Walter Williams 
situations are treated in the man- | Boronia ..............-.... Marietta Canty 
ner of a melodrama of the old |ijiinry shaw. cesses... noi em eats 
school. AE WANs i 54 6s 08vegucken Peggy Wood 

Character of Jack Hamilton is Philip Churchill covcecse William Chambers 
most likely a composite of several | *"5*'* MOOre ..essccscosss Cathleen Cordell 


famed founders of vast fortune. On | 
the opening night Weldon Heyburn, 
who has the part, didn’t make Ham- 


This looks as though it will be the 
| opening straight show of Broadway’s 


‘1 h f i new season, but how long it will 
itton the man of iron he really|jast there is a question. From its 
should be. Instead, he depicted him | tryout week, ‘Never Trouble Trou- 
tne taney of Hose, Realzing anst'ng [le impresses asa better picture pos 
orill fever snake ‘fie place in the | sibility than a stage production, de- 


: H spite an excellent casting job which 
world if he fails to take on some| puts Peggy Wood and Tom Powers 
polish, she schools him. This school- | j,, starring roles, with swell support 


ing takes him away from a frigid,| from William Janney, who has had 
calculating wife who comes to Rose | considerable picture experience, and 
and accuses her of breaking up | Cathleen Cordell. 

their married life. Later Rose in-| Actually, this John Golden effort} 
directly murders the wife when she | is only mild comedy; heightened at | 
deiiberately holds a rendezvous with | times by crisp dialog, but otherwise 
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Ingenue, 
(made expressly for |. Miller} 
1. Miller Beautiful and 
Deluxe models. 


85 
Originally 
6.95 and 7.95 


No C.0.0."S, REFUNDS, MAIL OR PHONE ORDERS! 


49 W. 34th ST. and 1552 BROADWAY 








Originally 
8.95 to 15.75 





CLEARANCE! 2,000 Pairs 
MADEMOISELLE SHOES 


(made expressly for I. Miller) 
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# ‘Lousy With Charm,’ had its world | 
premiere Tuesday night (17) before 
|} a jammed house at the Group the- 


| debut in 


lacking punch and, more s0, a strong 
second-act curtain. Were the latter 
as strong as the finale scene, the 
suecess-story might be different. 

In theme, the play is based much 
along the nasty-brat idea of ‘Chil- 
dren’s Hour,’ only in this case Miss 
Cordell, willed to the happy, demo- 
cratic Shaw family by a dying friend, 
is not quite so erotically vicious nor 
in her teens. Within three days she 
tears asunder the Shaw domicile and 
care-free spirit, but there’s no mo- 
tive other than the ‘practical joke’ 


of her dead father upon an old 
friend (Powers), nor is there the 
slightest vestige of a moral. It’s 


strictly comedy on a thin framework 
of plot, and the laughs aren’t strong 
enough, nor successive enough, to 
give it much chance on Broadway. 
Cast is small, however, and the 
show’s one set looks only moderately | 
expensive. This may mean a short} 
run, if the critics aren’t too tough. | 

Miss Wood and Powers both give} 
strong performances as the Shaw | 
parents; Janney and Katherine | 
Deane are forte as the children who} 
treat their parents more as _ pals;| 
Marietta Canty does okay as the col- | 
ored maid, but Walter Williams, as 
the kid from next door, is too 
swishy.' William Chambers has the 
role of a crooked young banker try- 
ing to marry the Shaw daughter, but 
his role appears to have been 
dragged in by the heels. 

Top performance honors go to 
Miss Cordell. But as a vicious, in- 
nocent-appearing gal bent upon 
making every male in sight, includ- 








ing her father’s friend, she would | 
naturally stand out. It’s that kind | 
of a part. Scho. 


| 
American Primitive | 
Santa Barbara, Aug. 20 


Melodrama in three acts by 
Pascal, presented by Arthur J Beckhard | 
at Lobero theatre, Santa Barbara. Staged 
by Beckhard and Monty Collins; sets, Wil 
liam Robertson. 


Eirnest 


TOM Pi. occ ccccccccvecess Grant Withers 
CHELTC CIOCORS . ces cdcccccciced John Artedge 
GRVG CHOGROMG. 6 se ccesvetosins Helena Craig | 
Captain Rufus Clemens..Robert Cummings 
Rev. John Winters....... William Mansell 
Libby Clemens......ee.+..-Nydia Westman 
Blacksmith... .ccccccccecvesses Tom Ward 
Bill Beullett..cccccccccccesed Anthony Rivers 
ABIAIR. oc es cvcccocdccccescess+.sitan Hurst 





‘American Primitive’ has little to 
offer in the way of entertainment. 
It is deep melodrama, adroitly tinc- 
tured with smut and revealing the 


biological urges which guide the 
moronic impulses of man without 
women, It is a critic’s piece which 


will give the pseudo-intellectuals of 
Santa Barbara something to talk 
about, but it couldn’t possibly draw 
a Broadway house after the opening, 
It offers nothing for pictures, since 
it is little more than a sophisticated 
western and the Hays office would 
quickly eliminate the only phases 
that give it a reason for stage pro-'! 
duction. 

Arthur J. Beckhard, who is apeing | 
the eastern strawhats by cashing in 
on the weaith of Santa Barbara’s 
society, did an excellent job of cast- 
ing and direction’ in collaboration 
with Monty Collins. Set designing 
for William Robertson is a fine job 
and the stage presence of burros and 
a cow endow the show with realism. 

Two settings are built around a 
covered wagon train en route west 
from Missouri. Train captain agrees 
that his followers will not molest 
the Indians, in return for which the 
Savages agree not to attack him. 
Captain’s cowardly son kills an In- 
dian and is forced to confess by an 
outcast adventurer. Detailed to! 
guard the slayer until he can be} 
hung the next morning, the rene- | 
gade heeds the plea of the villain’s | 
sister to let him escape. Price is} 
her chastity, and a high spot in the 
play is the second curtain, when she 








is climbing into a wagon for the pay- | 


|N. Y. to report to the Theatre Guild. 


|} season, 








Guild Sked 


(Continued from page 55) 














ready first. One of tuem will be the 
second S. N, Behrman play on the 
Guild sked this season, ‘Wine of 
Choice,’ an original. Other will be 
‘Jane Eyre,’ Helen Jerome’s dramati- 
zation of the Bronte novel. This had 
considerable road warm-up last sea- 
son and is being rewritten some- 
what. Katharine Hepburn will star, 





but rest of the cast may be switched | 
from its road tour. Worthington 
Minor staging and sets by Lee 
Simonson. 

Should one of the sextet fall out 
for some reason or other, replace- 
ment will be made from ‘The Luna- 
tic from Boston, by Norman Mat- | 
son: ‘Dame Nature,’ adapted by Marc 
Connolly from the French of Andre | 
Birabeau, and ‘The Ascent of F6,’ a 
British piece by W. H. Auden and | 
Christopher Isherwood. 

‘Nature,’ as a matter of fact, will} 
probably come in, no matter wee 

| 
| 
} 


as the No. 7 show. Guild’s season 
consists of six, but a seventh is nec- 
essary this year to make up for one| 
dual as the result of only five pro-| 
ductions last year. | 





Hollywood, Aug. 24. 


Howard Herrick pulled out for | 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


On arrival he starts pileting work 


|on Ben Hecht’s latest ‘To Quito and 


Back;’ the Guild’s first for coming 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Lotte Goslar, ‘New Faces,’ Cape 
Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. Placed by 
Natalie Napp of Wm. Morris office. 

Kay Thompson, ‘Hooray for What,’ 
set by Mark Hanna, of Leland Hay- 
ward office. 


j 


Lillian Gish, Mildred Natwick, 
‘Star Wagon.’ | 

Charles Waldron, ‘Antony and | 
Cleopatra.’ 

Katharine Alexander, ‘Honor | 
Bright.’ 

Rogers Stearns, Robert Burton, 


‘Calling All Men.’ 

Mimi Aguglia, ‘Ugly Daughter.’ 

Catherine Franklyn, C. Kurt Cot- 
ter, Mary Martineau, Lee P. Young, 
Lucille Bentley, Jack Lowe, Carlos 
Gusterrez, ‘His Royal Highness.’ 

Kate Warriner, ‘Victoria Regina’ 
(road). 

Holmes Miles, June Gale, Douglas 
Gilmore, ‘Stage Door’ (road co.). 

Damian O’F lynn, William Swetland, 
J. Malcolm Dunn, Ivan Triesault, 
John Williams, Morgan Farley, Wil- 
fred Seagram, Carl Benton Reid, 
Peter Carhartt, Alvin Zobel, ‘Jour- 
ney’s End,’ Ogonquit Playhuuse, 
Ogonquit, Me. ° 

Norma Terris, 
‘Tonight at 8:30,’ 
Suffern, N. Y. 

Frances Farmer, Philips Holmes, 
‘Petrified Forest,’ Westchester Play- 
house, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 

Eugenie Leontovich. Vincent Price, 
‘Romance,’ Country Theatre, West- 
port, Conn, 

Katherine Emery, Sheppard Strud- 
wick, ‘As You Like It,’ Surry The- 
atre, Surry, Me. 

Madalyn O’Shea, ‘Elizabeth, the 
Queen,’ Chase Barn, Whitefield,.N. H. 

John Hoysradt, Mary Wickes, Elsie 
Eyre, Richard Hale, Zamah Cunning- | 
ham, Harold Moffett, ‘Patience,’ The- 
atre-by-the-Sea, Matunuck. R. I. } 

Evelyn Greenspan, ‘Double Door,’ | 
Marshfield Hills Players, Marshfield 
Hills, Mass. 

Henry Hull, Dorothy Gish, Helen | 





Sherling Oliver, 
County Theatre, 





| 
| 


When the escape is discovered, the | Brooks, Gage Clarke, Ellen Hall, 
outcast’s life is demanded by the! Robert Allen, Elizabeth Young, Ed- | 


Indians, but he pulls a coup, thrust- 


ing a gun into the Indian chief's ribs | 
and commanding the redskin to ac- | 
& "1 : | Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass. 


company him and the girl to safety. 
When she_ gives him the 
shoulder, later the rascal tosses awa 


his gun and surrenders to the how!- | 
ing trainsters, who want his life to! 


prevent a general massacre by the 
savages. 

Grant Withers gives a swell per- 
formance as the renegade and Helen | 
Craig is okay as the girl. Other! 
outstanding performances are those 
of John Arledge as the cowardly son | 
of the train captain, latter role 
played to perfection by Robert Cum- 
mings; William Mansell as_ the} 
preacher; Nydia Westman as Miss 
Craig’s young sister; Tom Ward as 
the blacksmith; Anthony Rivers as 


the halfcaste guide through the 
Indian country, and Iran Hurst as| 
the Indian chief. Murf. 


LOUSY WITH CHARM | 


New Orleans, Aug. 24. 
Roark Bradford's three-act satire. 


| 


atre here. Play marked Bradford's | 
stagecraft and to it he! 
transfers the same _ understanding | 
and lusty touch that has marked his | 
efforts in the realm of fiction. 

Play is a group of skits strung to- 
gether into a hilarious whole which 
defies and makes superfluous analy - 

| 


Sis, being, as it was, written by a 
man long a resident of the city’s 


French Quarter for an audience al- 
most as familiar as the author with 


2 | 
cold | McGrath, 





and Maude Hollingsworth. 


| mund George, Lewis Martin, Maurice | 


Lister Hunt, J. Barney Kleinschmidt, 
‘Bride the Sun Shines On,’ Berkshire 


Cecilia Loftus, Edith Barrett, Paul 
Franklin Gray, Philip 

Tonge, Elizabeth Dean Farrar, | 
Charles Trexler, Bettina Cerf, Jus | 
Addiss, James Honnen, ‘As Husbands | 
Go,’ Newport Casino, Newport, R. I.| 





its life. Also played with a gusto | 


| which could only be induced by fa- | 


miliarity with that phase of the | 


| Quarter’s life around which the play | 
| is woven. 


Viewed on the broader scope of 
possible pop appeal to an audience 
unfamiliar with its background. the | 
play is strongly lacking in continuity 
and plot, with a third act that leaves | 
the ends loosely dangling. 

Through it stalk the struggling art | 
student, the artistic hangeron. the | 
tout, the red baiting cops, tourists | 
and the swishing’ of ‘some of the | 
boys,’ each adding his bit to a hilari- 
ous whole. 

As realistic as can be, the play 
may sheck those to whom vulgarity 
is anathema. ; 

As a whoe it is more than a 
worthy effori laying bare with a 
mixture of subtlety and lustiness the 
sham and seriousness, pathos and 
vulgarity of that class of persons 
who amble serenely through the pat- 
tern of French Quarter life here. 

Three women take the acting 
honors, Nita Stern, Betty Goldstein 
Latter 
was borrowed from the Federal The- 
atre for the play. Vernon Wallace 





| rence, 


‘Mulatto,’ ‘3 Men’ Will 
Play Resorts at $1 Top 


Jules Leventhal, through arrange- 
ment with Martin Jones, is reviving 
‘Mulatto’ for a once around his re- 
sort chain of $1 top legits. 

Revival cast includes Hurst Amyx, 
George Rathbone, Ji., Harry Hanion, 
Don Shelton, Alan Dinehart, Jr., 
Ethel Britton, Byron Russell, Abby 
Mitchell, Miriam Batista, Stuart 
Beebe, Henry Moy. 

Leventhal is also reviving ‘Three 
Men On A Horse’ to follow John 
Golden’s ‘Never Trouble Trouble’ at 
Brighton Beach, Brooklyn, next 
week, and also for a once around of 





| other houses. 


Cast of latter includes Leonard 
Doyle, Minda Gorky, Don Darcy, 
William Lynn, Ben Laughlin, Leigh 
Whipper, Jean Casto, Ann Widder. 
Byron Russell and Maurice Cosfield. 








‘Colony’ Now Nightly 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 24 

Paul Green’s ‘The Lost Colony’ is 
now being presented nightly to ac- 
commodate crowds on the island in 
connection with the visit of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 

Show has been given Fridays, Sat- 
urdays and Sundays since the cele- 
bration _ started. An additional 
Wednesday: show was soon added. 
and now performances are nightly. 

Celebration is in observance of the 
350th anniversary of the establish- 
ment of the first English-speaking 
colony in America. 


‘MEN’ DATES SET 


‘Calling All Men,’ musical by Rob- 
ert Garland, Albert Carroll, Leonard 
Sillman, with music by Baldwin 
Bergeson, Irving Graham and June 
Sillman, bows in at the Maryland, 
Baltimore, Sept. 20. 

Then plays Wilmington, Del., Sept. 
27-28 and follows into the Windsor 
(former 48th St.), N. Y., for a run. 
Leonard Sillman is producing. 

Cast includes Imogene Coca 
Catherine Calhoun Doucet, June 
Sillman, Roger Stearns, Marion Mar- 
tin, Billie Haywood, Cliff Allen, 
O'Brien Twins, John Call, Judy Gil- 
bert and Robert Burton. 





NELMS TO HOUSTON 
Galveston, Aug. 24 
Henning Nelms of Harrisburg, Pa., 
author of several books of the the- 
atre, takes over as director of the 


| Houston Little Theatre this fall, re- 
| linquishing the job of director of 
| the Community Theater at Harris- 


burg, 

He succeeds Cyril Delevanti, who 
has gone to Kalamazoo, Mich. ta 
direct the Upjohn Memorial theater 
there, 


FUTURE PLAYS 


‘All That Glitters,’ comedy by Joha 
Berogworth and Kenneth Simpson, 
has been added to production sched- 
ule of George Abbott. 

‘Tough to Chaw,’ by Robert Carl- 
son, will be tried by Harry Moses. 
Boris Aronson is doing the sets. 

‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ from 
Bruce Marshall’s novel, by Briau 
Doherty, announced by Delos Chap- 
pell. Worthington Miner to direct. 
Jo Mielziner doing the sets. 

‘Wall Street Scene,’ by John Law- 
taken by Mary McArthue 
Noble for proposed Sept. production. 

‘Barchester Towers,’ dramatization 
by Thomas Job of Anthony Trol- 
lope’s novel, set by Guthrie McClin- 
tic as his second for the season. Ina 
Claire will star. 

‘Midsummer Night,’ comedy by 
Allan Scott, announced for Oct. 5 by 
John and Jerrold Krimsky. Bretaigne 
Windust directs. 

‘Bundle From Heaven,’ farce by 
Debo Frankel, taken by Alex Yokel 
for early fall production. 

‘Accidental Family,” by Seymout 
Gross, bought for Broadway produc- 
tion by Raymond Moore. Was tricd 
at producer’s summer theatre at 
Deniiis, Mass. 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Berkshire Hotel, New York 








also does a good job. Liuzza. 
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side Stutf—Lesit 


Margaret Tallichet, under contract to David O. Selznick, and a clerk in 
ihe Paramount West Coast publicity office a year ago, has been working 
as an apprentice at the Westport Country Playhouse and Westchester 
Piayhouse all summer. Received her first part last week opposite Henry 
Fonda in “The Virginian’ and scored a nice success. Miss Tallichet, who 
had a small part in ‘A Star is Born, came east in May to study with 
Tamara Darkyhanova and joined her classes, associated with the two 
theatres. 











James O’Neill, Equity exec and trouble ‘shooter, was telegramed and | 
otherwise salvoed last Thursday (19) on his 17th anniversary as an official | 
with Equity. After Frank Gillmore, Equity pres, and Paul Dulzell, | 
treasurer, both of whom have been with Equity since its inception, O’Neill | 
comes next in length of service. O'Neill was particularly flabbergasted by | 
a deluge of well-wishing telegrams, especially since a considerable number | 
were from managers whom he had fought tooth and nail in the interests 
of Equity for years. 

‘Brother Rat’ engagement, which was slated to end on Broadway next 
week, has been extended for six weeks as the result of improved ‘attend- 
ance. Current cast will go on the road, but the production remains at the | 
Biltmore,: settings having been built for that house and impractical for 
touring. 

Cast for the extended New York date will be composed of players who | 
were in and out of the show, people who have been referred to as being 
in George Abbott’s ‘stock company.’ 

Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary of the Screen Actors Guild, who 
was offered the male lead in John Golden’s coming production of ‘Susan 
and God,’ opposite Gertrude Lawrence. was not known as a Broadway 
actor. Manager, however, knew of Thomson’s stage ability because he 
had appeared in a road company of “Three Wise Fools,’ which Golden 
produced. 

SAG exec declined the part because he didn’t want a run of the play | 
contract, feeling that he should not be indefinitely tied up. 





Owen Murphy, musical comedy tunesmith who has been in Hollywood 
for some time, was married there Sunday (22) to Mickey Herson, whom he 
met when she was in ‘Rain or Shine.’ Bride quit the ensemble of ‘Babes 
in Arms’ and went to the Coast for the ceremony. 

Murphy composed the score of ‘Shine’ and other musicals in 
Joe Cook was starred. 


which 





Cecelia Loftus has been booked for her third summer-theatre engage- | 
ment, next week, at the Casino, Newport, R. I., in ‘As Husbands Go. 
Earlier she guested in ‘Storm Over Patsy’ at the Berkshire Playhouse, 
Stockbridge, Mass., and followed this with a date at the Mohawk Drama 
Festival, Schenectady, N. Y., in ‘The Palace of Truth.’ 

Fifth year of Steve Cochran’s National Academy of Stage Training 
starts in October. Ira Hards, legit stager, will be in charge. 

School is located in Washington. 


Theatre Council 


Ratifies Former 
Plans at Lunch 


The American Theatre 
formed last spring to promote the 


welfare of the legit theatre and work 
out problems not of a controversial 
nature, held its first luncheon discus- 
sion meeting Monday (28) since the 
legit convention in May. The ses- 
sion had mostly to do with ideas to 
promote theatre interest in suburban 
communities. Some plans to form 
playgoers’ committees in those sec- 
tions and excursion parties te Broad- 
way were set forth as feasible. 

Proposed also to induce managers 
to install more telephones in box of- 
fices and in other ways make it eas- 
ier to attend theatres. Idea of an 
early curtain at least one night 
weekly for the convenience of com- 
muters was also advanced. Most of 
the suggestions had been made be- 
fore and the council expressed the 
hope that they would become actu- 
alities. 

A plan to encourage young players 
was outlined, idea being to bring 
them to managerial attention by put- 
ling on ‘experimental productions’ on 
Sunday nights. Stated that John 
Golden had remitted $5,000 for the 
Purpose of five scholarships for em- 
bryo dramatists, to be paid $1,000 
during a year’s period. That idea is 
to keep such writers in New York 
and prevent them being lured to Hol- 
lywood. There has been some criti- 
cism whether that coin will have the | 
desired result. No further scholar- | 
ship money has been donated but it 
was hoped that the number of 
scholarships will be increased. 





JACOBSON, SCHNEIDER, 
FIELDS, WITH MILLER 


Clarence Jacobson, who was back 
with ‘Green 
| years, last 








three 
week was by 
Harry Fleischman, general manager 


Pastures’ for 


Council, engaged 


for Gilbert Miller, as company man- 
ager the touring edition of 
‘Tovarich,’ which will star Eugenie 
Leontovich. Also engaged for that 
troupe as advance men were Wil- 
liam Schneider and Fred Spooner. 
Schneider, too, was with ‘Pastures’ 
for three seasons. 

Jacobson and Schneider, like Wil- 
liam Fields, who has just become 


agent for Gilbert Miller’s production 
of Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria Regina,’ 
were Jong in the service of Laurence 
Rivers, Inc. Fields last week re- | 
linguished his p.a. assignment on 
‘Having Wonderful Time’ to Anne, 


for 





Ayres, preparatory to going on the} 
road with Miss Hayes. 

Also engaged by the Miller office 
last week were Victor Kiraly, who 
will manage the Marta Abba road | 
version of ‘Tovarich,’ and Lodewick | 
Vroom, who will agent the same | 
show. Harry Essex will be company | 
manager for ‘Victoria Regina’ and 
the tour starts Sept. 16 in Hartford. | 
Both ‘Tovarich’ troupes open Sept. 
20. the Abba organization in Mont- 
real and the Leontovich company | 
in Columbus, O. 


Oklahoma Sends Back 
N. Y. WPA Playwrights 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 24. 








} ae Cody On His Own 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Te Quite and Back’ (Theatre 
Guild). 

‘Jean’ (Barratt and Phillips). 

‘Virginia’ ‘Rockefeller Pro- 
duction). 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
road (Sam H. Harris). 

‘Room Service’ road (George 
Abbott). 

‘New Faces of 1937’ (Leonard 
Sillman). 


‘The Women, road (Max 
Gordon). 

‘Here’s Hoping’ (Louise. 
Howard). 

‘On Location’ (East Coast 
Studios, Inc.). 

‘Blow Ye Winds’ (Arthur 


Hopkins). 











| Can 





James J. Cody, former general| WPA’s three imported Shake- | 
stage director for Earl Carroll and | Speares have headed back to N, | 
more recently in similar capacity for | Y- their literary e*orts officially 


tagged as flops. 

Previously heralded as_ the 
vation of poor talent-starved Okla- 
homa, the three young playwrights. | 


Martin Jones, is entering the legit 
Producing field on his own. 

; Initialer will be a musical revue, 
Broadway Joke Book,’ culled from 


sal- 


® sheaf of skits and tunes which | Rose Carylyn, Samuel Cohen and 
Cody is now assembling and expects | Peter Arnow, were sent from | 
lo have ready in late October. Aside|N. Y. to dramatize Oklahoma's | 


from producing. Cody will do his | 


legends for WPA theatre production 

own staging. here. | 
ee eee ‘Although they wrote only 12} 

» a short plays in the three months. | 

Leventhal in Newark Again states director Alma Shaw of the | 
Jules Leventhal will again operate | southwest PWA play bureau, ‘If 1 | 


the Shubert, Newark, N. J., as an au- 
tumn season spot in his chain of $1 
iop legits. 

Shubert relights Sept. 4 with ‘Boy 
Meets Girl’ and “Tobacco Road’ set 
lor the week following. 


were to recommend any of them for 
production it would be one by Miss 
Carlyn entitled ‘Grandma’s Story.’ 
It doesn't have anything to do with | 
Oklahoma and it could have been | 
done just as well in New York 





| company 


—= == 


TWO SHOWS IN 
LOOP; ITS A 
SEASON 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

New season is officially here. 
There’s a new show in town, mak- 
ing it a pair of legit pieces for the 
Chicago public. New entry 
‘Brother Rat,’ which got away fast 
at the Selwyn on Sunday (22), with 
evidences of plenty of ducat de- 
mand. 

Remarkably ‘You Can’t 
With You’ gives no indications of 
weakening, despite being far into 
the second half of its first year al- 
ready. Has been geiting around 
$13,000 throughout. Only once did 
it drop as low as $11,000 and, out- 
side of a couple of weeks at $12,000, 
has been a consistent 13-grand win- 
ner week after week. Looks a cinch 
for staying far into the new season 
at the current pace. 

Newcomers readying for local 
entries are ‘The Women’ for the Er- 
anger and ‘Babes in Arms’ for the 
Grand, both in September. Mean- 
while the Erlanger has been doing 
okay as roadshow spot for pix. 

WPA closed its long run ‘O Say 
You Sing?’, musical, at the 
Great Northern on Saturday (21) 
and is readying to fold ‘Lonely Man’ 
at the Blackstone. For replacements 
there will be ‘Monesh,’ a Yiddish 
piece and a series~of one-acters by 
Eugene O'Neill and George Bernard 
Shaw. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75) 
(ist week). Opened Sunday (22). 
Company came in from the Coast. 
Looks oke despite bad reaction to 
the title by femmes. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (29th week). 
Around $13,000 is the average here, 
and has been holding to that pace 
for a long time. 

WPA 

‘O Say Can You Sing?’, 
Northern. Closed Saturday 
after a long stay. 

‘Lonely Man,’ Blackstone. Ready- 


is 


Take It 


Great 
(21) 


| ing to quit. 





Current Road Shows 


Week Aug. 23 
‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘Room Service,’ Cass, Detroit, 22-25. 


‘Story to Be Whispered,’ Geary, | 
San Francisco. 
‘You Can't Take Ht With You,’ 


Harris. Chicago. 


Summer Theatres 


(NEW PLAYS THIS WEEK) 
‘Empress of Destiny,” Bandbox 


theatre, Suffield, Conn. (26). 
‘For Charity,’ Barter theatre, Ab- 
ingdon, Va. 
‘God Innis,’ 
Rye, N. H. 
‘Patrick Henry,’ Barter 
Abingdon, Va. (25 only). 
‘See No Evil,’ Playhouse. Weston, 


Farragut Playhouse, 


theatre, 


| Vi 


‘The Man in Dress Clothes,’ Star- 


| light theatre, Pawling, N. Y. 


‘The Original Man,’ Playhouse, 
Wildwood, N. J. 

‘Triple Play,’ Plymouth Playhouse, 
Milford, Conn. 

‘Wild Violets,” Forrest Park Bowl, 
St. Louis. 


llth Week of Summer Stock 


Skaneateles, N. Y., Aug. 24. 
Virginia L. E. Franke, 
manager of the summer theatre in 
this village, announces plans of the 
to present an llth week 
performance. 
The company had originally planned 


to conclude after 10 weeks. 


owner- | 





; 


} 


New Season Looks Good 





‘ROOM’ HOTCHA $20,000, 
ON 18 DAYS, DETROIT 


Detroit. Aug. 24. 
With a nice $12,000 opening ses- 
sion behind it, ‘Room Service’ con- 
tinued to plod rough shod through 
a torrid heat wave to grab a satis- 


factory $7,000 at the Cass last week. 
Earliest opening in years seems to 


have caught the Detroit fancy, and | 


hot-weather biz is eclipsing grosses 
of several winter shows. 

New company, which is doing nine 
performances weekly at $2.75 top, 
pulls out tomorrow (25), after an 
18-day session and figures on ove! 
$20,000 for the 24%4-week stand, which 
is plenty good. Moves on toward the 
west coast for a tour there. 

Roadshowing of ‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
relights the Cass Thursday (26) and 
is slated to run through Sept. 11, to 
be followed by “The Women. ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You’ is set to 
open Sept. 26, followed by “Tovarich’ 
on Oct. 11. Tentative bookings give 
indication for a solid season through 
next spring. 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Room Service’ (Cass: 1,400; $2.75 
top). Legit followers like summer 
openings, and giving comedy good 
$7,000 on second session. Plenty 


nice in view of torrid weather and 


outdoor competish. 


BABES RECORD 
45,900, ST. LOO 


St. Louis, Aug. 24. 

‘Babes in Toyland,’ Victor Herbert's 
land of make-believe extravaganza, 
finished a week’s run Sunday (22) at 
the Al Fresco theatre, in Forest 
Park, with a take of approximately 
$45,500, best biz of the current sea- 
son, except the initial 10-night run 


of ‘The Great Waltz,’ which grossed | 


$50,000. ‘Babes’ attracted 71,365 cus- 


tomers, breaking all single week at- | 


tendance figures in t 
theatre. 

American premiere of Robert 
Stolz’ operetta, ‘Wild Violets,’ with a 
cast headed by Guy Robertson, Vio- 
let Carlson, Wilbur Evans, Margaret 
Daum, George Meador. John Ehrle. 
Joseph Macaulay, Vicki Cummings, 
Helen Raymond, Ruth Urban and the 
dance team of Harris, Claire and 
Shannon, began a week’s run Mon- 
day (23) as the last presentation of 
the 12-week open air season. 

‘Violets’ was liberally exploited 
via local dailies, radios. billboards, 
etc., and grossed approximately 
$4,000 on opening night. Max Gor- 
don and other producers from the 
East were on hand for the first per- 
formance, with a view of deiermin- 
ing whether it will be presented on 
Broadway next fall. 


N. C. PAGEANT ACTORS 
THINK THEY WANT PAY 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 24 

Cast of Paul Green's ‘The Lost 
Colony,’ in summer production at 
Manteo as the combined enterprise 
of the Federal Theatre Project and a 
local celebration commission. has 
been rumbling a bit. Natives and 
townspeople participating in the pro- 
duction ‘For the Love of the Cause’ 
have started wondering why 
shouldn’t get weekly checks, too. 


he history of the 





Howard Bailey, state director of the | 


FTP, admits he doesn't have a good 
answer, but cites his regulations. 

With President Roosevelt on the 
Island last week, all previous paid 
admission records were shattered. 

Pay for those of the cast who get 
paid, ranges from 50c a night to CCC 
boys who play Indians up to top 
FTP pay. 


Bridgeport Leses Its 


WPA Unit to Hartford 


Bridgeport is losing iis WPA dra- 
ma base to Hartford as of Sept. 15. 
according to Vincent J. Sullivan, 


state administrator. After being 
skedded for a two-week stand of 
‘Help Yourself,’ starting Aug. 30. the 


Park theatre here will fold and the 


project will pitch a new camp at 


the Avery Memorial Hall. Hartford. | 


Up to now execs of: the Connec- 


ticut Federal Theatre have been 
| headauartered in New Haven. with 
the playhouse in Bridgeport and a 
Negro unit in Hartford. Consolida- 


is figured 


in one city 
about derable 


tion to br 


Saving. 


ing 


a con coin 


they | 


(Continued from page 1) 


was noticed last week, until stifling 
heat had the entire east simmering. 

Surviving attractions are virtually 
}sure of extended stays into the fall 
because of the delay in getting new 
' productions started. of 
}eight current shows are figured 
last until Thanksgiving while such 
| Standouts as ‘You Can’t Take It With 





Some the 


10 


You, ‘Room’ Service’ and ‘The 
|Women’ should hold up with the 
|newscomers for a much longer 
| period. No telling how long 


|Tobacco Road’ can operate either. 


Business for the first half last 
week was running well ahead the 
summer levels but in nearly all, 


|gains were wiped out by Saturday, 
| Rain broke the torrid wave Sunday, 
precipitation continuing Monday and 
Tuesday and the populace doesn’t 
care if it rains indefinitely after the 
blistering heat. 

The open air musical revivals at 
| the Municipal Stadium at Randall's 
| Setand continue to be a clean-up, 
| topping the other outdoor shows at 
Jones Beach. In the former spot the 
showing of ‘Of Thee I Sing’ would 
have made a record but was rained 
out Saturday and Sunday. Season 
at the beach winds up on Labor Day 


but the Island will continue two 
weeks beyond that date. 
First attraction of the season is 


dated to premiere next Tuesday (31) 
when ‘Virginia’ relights the Center 
in Radio City. 


‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (20th 
week) (M-1,385-$3.30). May stay well 
into. fall period; next booking is 


‘Amphitryon 38’ early in November: 
unopposed musical quoted at $15,800 
last week. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (37th week) 
(C-991 - $3.30). Although company 
; §0es to road after another week, at- 
| traction with another cast may con- 
tinue the engagment; better last 
week; $6,500. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(27th week) (CD-1,000-$3.30). Was 
| well ahead until the heat was turned 
on again last half; approximated 
| $7,000: okay on summer basis. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (15th week) 
| (C-1,059-$3.30). Laugh show should 
hold its own against the expected 
clicks of the new season; rated over 
$15.000 right along. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (3l1st 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). High tem- 
peratures late last week dented pace, 
but gross of $13,300 was satisfactory 
| for standout. 
| “Tebacce Road,’ Forrest (194th 
| week) (D-1,107-$1.65). Sure of going 
into new season; takings of $5,200 
for pop scale long-runner satisfac- 
tory. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (20th week) (C-878-$3.30). 
Picked up and management expects 
engagement to last until Thanks- 
giving or longer; estimated around 
$8,500. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (37th week) (C-708-$3.30). 
Strongest draw in town; standee at- 
tendance the rule since the start, 
with the gate almost always over 
$15,000. 





Revivals 

‘Anything Goes,’ Randall's Island; 
outdoor. 

‘Nina Rosa,’ Jones Beach; outdoor. 

WPA 

ae It,’ Adelphi; colored musi- 
Cal. 

‘The Trial of, Dr. Beck,’ E)liott; col- 
ored drama. 





Sr 


Stock ‘Boy-Girl’ Fine 
$6,000, Elitch, Denver 


Denver, Aug. 24. 

With four straight sellouts to oven 
i week, the Elitch stock hung up 
its best figure for the summer, ap- 
proximately $6,000, on ‘Boy Meets 
|Girl” Lightest night was Friday, 
|when ‘Brother Rat’ played the 
| municipal auditorium. ‘Rat’ did ap- 
proximately $2,800 on a one-day two- 
|} show engagement. Matinee was very 
light. 

It’s a mistake to bring such a show 
as this here for one day. House 
would have been a sellout the sec- 
ond day, as soon as word-of-mouth 
got going. This town shops for ‘em. 

Next legit show here will be 
‘Tovarich’ Nov. 5-6, with a matinee 
on the second day. 


That Davis Guy Again 

‘Intermission,’ new by 
Irving Kaye Davis, will. reach pro- 
duction via Beaux Arts Prods.. new 
producing group. 

Action of piece is laid in the lobby 
lof a grind pix house. 








whodunit 





STAGECRAFTERS AGAIN 
The Stagecrafters have reorgan- 
ized and taken new quarters. 
Group is planning four new proe 
ductions for the forthcoming season, 
| first of which will be ‘inside Story,’ 
| Arthur Lee. 


iby 
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Moscow Art Theatre, 130 in All, 


In Paris: Germans, Chinese Next 





Paris, Aug. 15. 

Three different foreign theatrical 
troupes will appear in Paris in as 
many months, starting with the Mos- 
cow Art Theatre, which has just 
opened for a two- and a half-week 
the Theatre des Champs- 
Entire troupe of the Bay- 


stand at 
Elysees. 
reuth Opera will come in September, 
to be followed in October by 24 
Chinese actors. 

Entire Moscow troupe is in Paris, 
with the exception of Constantin 
Stanislavski, who was originally 
scheduled to accompany the group 
which he and V. I. Nemirovitch- 
Dantchenko founded in 1898. Illness 
prevented his coming, but the other 
of the two founders arrived in Paris 
several days before his players, to 
make final arrangements. 

Company is composed of 130 per- 
sons and is complete to the last call 
boy. Twenty carloads of scenery, 
costumes and other equipment were 
brought from Moscow to assure orig- 
inal presentations. Repertoire of the 
troupe consists of Maxime Gorki’s 
‘Enemies,’ Trenev’s ‘Liubov Iarovaia’ 
and Leon Tolstoi’s ‘Anna Karenina.’ 

German Layoff 

German week of festivities, run- 
ning frem Sept. 3 to 12, will be com- 
posed of several performances of 
the Bayreuth Opera Co., the 100- 
piece Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra 
and the Gunther Dancers of Munich. 
This is the first time that the entire 
German State Opera company has 
ever come to France. 

Wilhelm Furtwangler will direct 
‘Die Walkure’ and ‘Tristan und 
Isolde.’ which will be sung by Martha 


Fuche, Maria Muller and Frantz 
Wolker. On the wind-up night he 
will conduct Beethoven’s: ‘Ninth 


Symphony.’ 

Richard Strauss will come to di- 
rect two of his own operas, ‘Der 
Rosenkavalier’ and ‘Ariane auf 
Naxos.” Walker Funk, vice-presi- 
dent of the German Chamber of Art. 
has arranged the presentations and 
will direct the gala, with the as- 
sistance of Heinz Titien, director of 
the State Opera. 

Opening at the Comedie de la 
Champs-Elysees for two weeks on 
Oct. .2 the double dozen Chinese 
actors headed by Tcheng Yen Chin 
will present native drama. There 
will be no women in the troupe. 
Some of the original Chinese plays 
which will be presented are ‘The 
God of Fire.’ ‘Death on the Rock,’ 
*‘Love of a Shepherd and a Peasant 
Girl and ‘The Mountain to a 
Thousand Feet.’ 


MEX. MUSICAL DUE 
INL. A; CAST OF 250 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Series of musical shows from 
Mexico City will be produced in 
Los Angeles next season by Frank 
Fouce. who plans to import Robert 
Soto, Mexican revue producer, a 
troupe of 175 players, and a 75- 
piece band. 

Fouce has gone to Mexico City to 
cor plete the arrangements and sign 
Fernando Soler and Virginia Fab- 
reras, Mexican players, for the Los 
Angeles appearances, 











‘New Lengyel Play 





Budapest, Aug. 13. 
Melchior Lengyel, still in Holly- 
wood, where shooting of his. picture, 





TWO NEW LONDON PLAYS 


Van Druten’s ‘Maude’ NSG, But 
Miller’s ‘Music’ Looks Okay 








London, Aug. 24. 
‘Gertie Maude,’ John Van Druten’s 
first play here since he went to Hol- 
lywood two years ago, opened at the 
St. Martin’s theatre Aug. 17. Play is 
an interesting character study pre- 


sented by Auriol Lee and Sydney 
Carroll, but seems is commercially 
unsound. 


‘Old Music,’ Keith Winter’s new 
play of the Crinoline era, opened at 
the St. James theatre, Aug. 18, under 
auspices of Gilbert Miller. It is most 
effectively mounted and should ap- 
peal to those who liked ‘Pride and 
Prejudice’ and ‘Victoria Regina’ and 
other plays of that type. 


PARIS PASSION 
PLAY SOCK 
CLICK 


Paris, Aug. 15. 

Highlight of the summer’s the- 
atrical season, France’s own Passion 
play, gained one of the greatest suc- 
cesses it has ever experienced at this 
year’s presentations. 

Original plans called for a run of 
six days but so great was the de- 
mand for seats that the presenta- 
tions were continued five extra days. 
Excellent weather had much to do 
with this. 

Produced this year, as for the last 
three, under the direction of Pierre 
Adelbert, it is estimated that nearly 
100,000 persons saw it during its run 
this season. Sponsored by the Com- 
missariat des Fetes de Paris, presen- 
tations took on a special signficance 
because of the exposition. 

Cast included more than 2,500 ac- 
tors, singers and extras, as well as a 
Guarde Republicaine band dnd the 
boys’ choir of the Petite Chanteurs 
a la Croix de Bois, which added spe- 
cial musical effects. 

More than 10,000 made up the au- 
dience seated in the great square in 
front of Notre Dame cathedral on 
the opening night to witness one of 
the most magnificent spectacles of 
dramatics, color and sound France 
has seen. Majestic floodlit towers of 
the old church provided the only 
background, with ‘Heaven’ on the left 
of the mammoth stage and ‘Hell’ on 
the right. 











Hebrew Actors 
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even been decided on, 
$4,000 worth 
subscribed. 
Only 8 N. Y. Houses Left 
Going on to an enumeration of the 
coming season, Cuskin announced 
that there would be eight houses 
opening in New York. Five, the Mc- 
Kinlay Square, i-ronx; Hopkinson, 
Brookiyn; Purkway, Brooklyn; Lyric, 


more than 
of tickets have been 


Brvoklyn. and Bronx Art, Bronx, 
will open Sept. 5. Other three, 
National, Pub:ie nd Second Ave., 


will open Sept. 13. Also the Yiddish 
Art Theatre will open a season at 
the Jolson, off Broadw-+ about the 
end of Sept. Fol! ; Theatre, on Sec- 





*Angel,’ with Marlene Dietrich, has 


just been completed, has a new play, | 


‘The Necklace,’ to be produced at 
Muvesz Szinhaz here as the first 
novelty of the fall season. 

‘Necklace’ is a pre-French-revolu- 
tion historical play, dealing with the 
gigantie seandal that centred around 
the gems presented by Prince Rohan 
to Queen Marie Antoinette 


Dekobra Musical 


Budapest, Aug. 13. 

Firance’s best-selling novelist, Mau- 
rice Dekobra, got Andre Mauprey to 
collaborate on a book for a musical 
comedy version of his novel, ‘Venus 
a Rulettes.’ 

As ‘Venus on Wheels’ it has a 
score by Michael Krasnay-Kraus, 
Hungarian composer, and is sched- 
uled for early production in Paris 
and Vienna, 








ond Avenue, formerly an ace house, 
has gone pictures, 

Much is expected of the season on 
| Second Avenue which will again be 
| 100°, musical comedy. Molly Picon 
|}is returning to the avénue after a 
| three-year absence. to head the 
| troupe at the Public. Opposite her 
| will be Aaron Lebedoff, the avenue’s 

eternal juvenile, who, too, has been 

absent for one vear. Menashe Skul- 
nik will head the troupe at thc 2d 

Avenue, with music by Jos. Rum- 
| shinsky, also in the pit. Leo Fuchs 
| will head the cast at the National. 
| Maurice Schwartz’ Yiddish Art 
Theatre, uptown at the Jolson. will 
open the season with a dramatization 
of ‘Brothers Ashkinazi,’ from I J. 
Singer’s best seller novel, of which 
much is expected. Schwartz, 
dentally, came in for a bit of a haz- 
ing at the meeting on the ground of 
bringing in actors from abroad for 
his troupe. There are four such. 
Actors’ Union execs pointed out that 





. . 1 
Inci- | 


New Memt. for Vaude 
Theatre in London 


London, Aug, 15. 

Vaudeville theatre reopens in Sep- 
tember under the management of 
Robert and Cecil Schofield and 
Anthony Ellis. Company has se- 
cured a lease of the house, which 
will be redecorated and new seats 
installed. 

Theatre will be devoted to comedy 
and farce, and among the plays al- 
ready acquired is ‘Punch and Judy,’ 
a farce by Val Gielgud. 


MAGYAR CYCLE 
IN SHOW WORLD 


Budapest, Aug. 13. 

Erik Charrell is due at Szeged to 
inspect open-air performances of 
‘Janos Vitez’ (‘Gallant John’), Hun- 
garian folk play, which he proposes 
to turn into a spectacular revue for 
London and New York. 

Originally an epic by Petofi, Hun- 
gary’s greatest poet, ‘Janos Vitez’ 
was dramatized and set to music 30 
years ago and proved the greatest 
hit the Hungarian stage has ever 
known. Charrell plans to retain the 
original score, but will magnify the 
whole affair. 

Spectacular possibilities of Mag- 
yar settings have been discovered 
by other British showmen of late. 
Eric Maschwitz is here, writing the 
successor to ‘Balalaika,’ a romantic 
Anglo-Hungarian musical. He has 
dubbed it ‘Paprika’ and is giving it 








a late 19th century setting. George 
Posford, who is composing the 


score, is also here in quest of ma- 
terial. ‘Paprika’ is to be produced 
early in the coming season at His 
Majesty’s theatre, London. 

Val Gielgud, drama director of 
B.B.C., is also in Budapest, absorb- 
ing local color for his new detective 
novel, ‘Death in Budapest.’ 
Furthermore the Loncon stage is 
soon to see Gilbert Miller’s produc- 
tion of Eugene Heltai’s historical 
rhymed comedy, ‘The Silent Knight,’ 
in adaptation by Humbert Wolfe. 


CUT-RATE MUSICALS 
DO WELL IN HUNGARY 


Budapest, Aug. 13. 
While producers everywhere loudly 
bewail the death of stage musical 
comedy, murdered by the competi- 
tion of screen revues, Budapest’s 


successful showman, Michael Erde- 
lyi, maintains that there is an in- 
creasing demand for operetta. Erde- 
lyi has a chain of three suburban 
theatres playing musicals twice a 
day at rock-bottom prices to ca- 
pacity audiences. 

Starting originally with revivals 
of old favorites, Erdelyi can't find 
enough operettas to go round and 
has taken to writing his own for 
lack of better material. He is now 
negotiating for rental of Royal Thea- 
tre, where he proposes to try out 
new original musicals, to go on his 
suburban chain subsequently. 











it was supposedly a closed shop and 
didn’t have to permit this influx from 
abroad. But it preferred not to get 
tough at this time and thus, per- 
haps, lose jobs for about 20 of its 
members who will be employed 
there. 

If the road experiment in Chicago 
and Philadelphia works out, it was 
decided, efforts will be made to 
spread out further, with Detroit. 
Cleveland and Toronto in mind. 
Irving Grossman, Dina Goldberg, 
Max Wilner and Anna Hollander 
will head the Philly troupe, work- 
ing at regulation salaries, but sans 
guaranty. Lucy and Misha Gorman 
will head the Chicago co. in the same 
way. It is not a co-op venture, in 
other words, but with the union 
sticking out its chin for possible 
losses. However, it is this very fac- 
tor which disturbs some of the ac- 
tors, who feel they would rather not 
take a chance. 

‘Some of you may be figuring on 
WPA,” Guskin told the meeting, but 
| speaking to those who have been 
, Shy about joining up. ‘Let me warn 
you that this is dangerous. They are 
cutting down more and more. Be- 
sides which, we should be strong 
enough to do our own crusading 
work, rather than depending on 





Washington.’ 
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THE TRUNK 


(Continued from page 54) 


convinced that he has dropped the 
grudge. Nor is the audience.- By 
this time, Richard Heath has lost his 
presidency through a proxy upset in 
the corporation, and he and his sis- 
ter have lost ownership of their 
house through adversities. Fletcher 
now owns the Heath house (a con- 
venient situation for the scenic de- 
signer), he lives there. Barbara re- 
sents this state of affairs, and Roger 
boils over the loss of his job and at- 
tempts to shoot Fletcher. 

Grimshaw drops in~ unexpectedly 
and saves Fletcher’s life for further 
menaces. They come soon enough. 
While Fletcher is modeling a gro- 
tesque statue in the drawing room 
two midnights later, his butler, 
Everett Boggs, tells him that the art 
dealer has delivered a rare piece he 
had been expecting. Rather an un- 
usual hour, thinks Fletcher (and the 
audience), but tells Boggs to set it 
on the table. Packing case is in the 


form of a diminutive trunk, about 
large enough to hold a dwarf. 
While Fletcher putters, with his 


back turned, the lid of the trunk 
opens, an arm sticks out, holding a 
blow gun, and shoots Fletcher in the 
throat. With practically everybody 
under suspicion, Inspector Burns, in- | 
telligently played by Fritz Eisen-| 
mann, conducts his inquiry and 
questions Grimshaw most. 

Climax comes when Grimshaw 
visits the Heaths. While he is talk- 
ing to Barbara in leering tones, 
Richard gets a phone call from the 
inspector, giving him some mys- 
terious instructions. While Grim- 
shaw’s attention is diverted, Richard 
heats a poker in the fireplace, sneaks! 
up behind Grimshaw and presses it 
against his upper leg. Grimshaw 
doesn’t react, and the secret’s out: 
he has lost his legs as a result of the 
auto accident, and would therefore 
fit into the fatal trunk, minus the 
false shafts he had concealed up to 
this point. 

Fritz Eisenmann stands head and 
shoulders above his fellow players 
and gives a convincing interpreta- 
tion of the level-headed inspector. 
Russell Curry is okay as Boggs; Ed- 
ward Hale handles the bit role of 
coroner capably, and the other play- 
ers are swept in to a safe landing on 
the flood tide of a foolproof plot. 
Wood took the important role of 
Grimshaw to fill a vacancy. He dis- 
tinguished himself as a playwright 
only. Fox. 


JASON’S JOURNEY 


New London, N. H., Aug. 20. 


Fantasy in three acts by Seymour Gross, 
presented by New London Players at New 
London, N. H., Aug. 19, '37; directed by 
Josephine KE. Holmes; set, Norman Grant. 
ol ee yr Ruth Hagar 


se ng SEP ERTETEREE ERE Denis Plimmer 
Carrie Henderson....... Carolyn Lichtenfels 
POM NIN 6 ss eccdcccseseses Howard Boardman 
Dr. Henry Henderson......... Paul Davee 
pe arr eT eccece John Thomas 
Sally O'Connell. cccescccccessi Anne Claverie 


Jason Jonathan Journaman.Charles Bowden 





This is Seymour Gross’ first play 
and his second to be produced in 
strawhats this season. ‘Accidental 
Family’ was premiered two weeks 
ago at Dennis, and is currently being 
considered as a commercial possi- 
bility for Broadway. ‘Jason’s Jour- 
ney’ was not aimed at the commer- 
cial stage by Gross, and there is little 
hope that it will ever graduate from 
the little theatre class. 


Written by Gross when he was 
fresh from college, ‘Journey’ might 
easily have been the by-product of 
a philosophical bull session. when 
the subject was Plato. In brief, it’s 
a wobbly literary colt by Plato, out 
of Bulfinch. 

Like the Jason of mythology, this 
one is trying to find his Golden 
Fleece, in the form of a woman. 
When he does locate her, another 
man snatches the prize. Longest path 
between these two points chosen in 
this dramatic itinerary is a hazy 
highway, very foggy at times. An 
inarticulate cast, with one exception, 
does not clarify matters. 

During a thunder storm a young 
couple stumble out of their mired 
automobile and into a strange house. 
They find that a rather psychic but- 
ler, Rankin, has anticipated their 
visit by placing their own bedroom 


slippers by the fireplace. Soon an- 
other couple enter under identical 
circumstances, and they, too, dis- 


cover their slippers awaiting them. 
Third couple stumbles in,-and ditto. 
Their mysterious host, Jason Jona- 
than Journaman, enters, bids them 
all welcome, and passes around 
cocktails. He does not drink from 
his own glass. 

That arouses sufficient interest for 
a first act, but from that point it is 
about as well organized as a picnic 
on an aquaplane. 


Cocktail is a 
secret potion which makes people 


act as they imagine themselves to be. 
This bit of fantasy has some fair 
possibilities, but a bewildered cast. 
groping for the light, fails to deliver 
clearly delineated characters, with 
the result that all i$ not quite clear 
from out front, 


; One triangle remains unbroken 
(Dr. Henderson, his wife, and Sally, 


sought by Paul, a fussy young man 
and Johnny, another suitor, is not 
affected by the drink. While her 
two young men are under its in. 
fluence, she sees them in a new light 
and selects Johnny, although Jason 
would have liked her for his mate 
since she was the only one of the 
group who knew herself. Jason 
offers cocktails to Betty and Johnny 
in a parting toast, but passes none to 
the audience, where a round of stiff 
drinks is needed most. 

Howard Boardman as Rankin, the 
perfect butler, is by far the most 
convincing player. Fox. 


Man in Dress Clothes 


Pawling, N. Y., Aug. 23. 


Comedy in three 


acts, with music, idapted 
xy Seymour Hicks from French of Yves 
Mirande; lyrics, Rowland Leigh: dances. 
Starr West} presented by Maryverne Jones 
in association with the Messrs Shubert at 


the Starlight§ theatre, 
Aug. 23, °37, 

Count Lucien d' Artois... 
ETS Pee eT eee 


Henri de la Tour..... cece 
I 


Pawling, N | 


.. John Barclay 
Hene Damur 
.-.Starr West 


PROUT s Sines Jhkvetiee genes Gem Young 
eo oy Be: re Donald Black 
Andre de Landal......... -+++. Teddy Jones 
ee RR oer ree ...Isobel Rose 
Louis. .......++++e06.-.Raymond Southwick 
oo eye ‘> Ralph Sumpter 
| PPPer ee rere : 


leanette 


George Spelvin 
Curmen Lewis 

This infant at present is not verv 
husky and it is doubtful whether it 
even possesses the vitality to with- 
stand the pruning, grafting and other 
operations which would be necessary 
to enable it to face the rigors of 
Broadway or follow the pace that 
Hollywood sets. 

In other words, it’s constitutionally 
weak. Its theme is commonplace 
and, although it contains some ex- 
pressed humor, it is devoid of any- 
thing approaching a dramatic situa- 
tion. Tunes are pleasant enough, but 
none of them are likely to become 
popular hits. 

Scene of the story is Paris. Lu- 
eien and his wife, Germaine, agree 
to split and she is given, or taken, 
all his worldly goods and chattels 
with the exception of an evening 
dress outfit. This causes him no end 
of embarrassment. 


He can’t go out until after six at 
night, since he is a stickler for social 
customs. And since he is broke he is 
hard put to find a haven then. He 
and his friend Henri, also on his 
uppers, supply the best comedy of 
the niece in their efforts to annex a 
couple of dinners on the cuff. 


However, following an experiment 
or two, Germaine concludes that Lu- 
cien is really the goods and goes 
back to him. Original sumptuous 
furnishings are put back in his bed- 
room, in place of the boards and 
boxes substituted when the wife 
moved out. She also places h:r wed- 
ding dot, 20,000,000 francs, to his 
credit in a bank and he and Henri 


eat. Everybody is so happy when 
the curtain falls that all hands burst 
into song. 


Despite the fact that the cast was 
scrambled together and rehearsals 
completed within five days, a re- 
markably smooth performance was 
given. A dance by Foxtrot, a none 
too virtuous character of the play, is 
an outstanding bit. Titles of some 
of the songs are ‘Who Cares,’ ‘I’m So 
Glad,’ ‘Take Love While You May.’ 
and ‘Girls, I'm True to All of You.’ 
First and third acts are in Lucien’s 
bedroom, second in a amet” 

raw. 


Greatness Comes to the 


Maronies 
Keene, N. H., Aug. 20. 


Drama in three acts (eight scenes) by 
Mann Page and Izola Forrester, presented 
at Keene Summer Theatre, Keene, N. H. 
Aug. 20, '37. Directed by Freeman Hame- 
mond: sets designed by M. S&S. Sampson, 
executed by George Pearson 
Katherine Ilewellyn........Muriel Brassler 
Walter Maronies.....cece.-- Gilnore Bush 
Samuel Maronies .. Kenneth Bisbee 
Nllen Maronies .. Beatrice Colony 
SE das Gasaewdsedugesaseeees Don Farrar 
Anne Weir......scescesce----- Rosamond Pate 
Gordon Welr....ccccee Freeman Hammood 
Audrey Temple....... 
Se, Perh TOWRRGE 0 cc cass 
Charlie Potts....... 
Thomas Maronies... 





Whthrop R, Page 
ro Jack Price 
.Larry Johos 
Sufficiently sustaining to hold in- 
terest of a strawhat audience, ‘Maro- 
nies’ has some possibilities for 
Broadway, but offers more promise 
as a film scenario, with production 
embellishments. 

It's a yarn abolit an author who 
finds inspiration for a new novel in 
the environment of the Marontes 
home, where he and his wife are 
forced to take shelter when theit 
automobile crashes. Within the Ma- 
ronies family, Gordon Weir, the 
author, finds that the two Maronies 
brothers live in adjacent New Ens- 
land houses but have not been cor 
dial with each other for 25 years. 
This situation intrigues Weir and, 
during his convalescence, he pries 
into the family’s secret. Katherine 
Llewellyn, sister of Sam Marenics 
wife, ultimately confides in Weir and 


tells him what's behind the family 
enmity. She is living in the — 
Maronies home because she has 


sinned with Thomas, the other as 
ronies brother, and the result of th: 





his nurse), while the other triangle 
cracks, Betty, the attractive girl 


affair has been an illegitimate sor 
(Continued on page 63) 
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N. ¥. Times Casualties 


J. D. Phillips, 40, correspondent in 
Cuba for the New York Times, and 
dean of the American newspaper 
corps in Havana, was instantly killed 
in an automobile accident in Po- 
mona, Cal., on Aug. 23. A heavy 
iruck collided with the automobile 
in which he was driving his wife, 
sister-in-law and 12-year-old daugh- 
ter east after a vacation, and visit 
with his parents in Los Angeles. 
Both women were injured and hope 
for the child’s recovery was small. 

Anthony James Billingham, 35, N. 
Y. Times correspondent in China, 
and Hallett .Abend, 51, chief corre- 


spondent for the Times there, were | 


both injured in Shanghai on Aug. 23, 
when an airplane bomb hit a depart- 
ment. store where Billingham was 
buying field glasses. 

Billingham, seriously wounded, 
was the only one besides a 10-year- 
old Chinese boy, who escaped alive 
from an elevator at the time of the 
explosion. Abend, who was waiting 
outside in a car when the bomb fell, 
was slightly cut in the leg and foot, 
but forced his way into the store and 
after finding Billingham was able to 


get him into an ambulance which 
icok him to a hospital. 
Billingham is a former Marine 





who has been wiith the Times in 
China since 1936. Hallett Abend has 
been chief correspondent for the 
Times in China since 1927. 
U.P. Vote Issue Cleared 
Decision by the National Labor | 
Relations Board last week (21) 


cleared the way for a poll of United 
Press employees in regard to their 
choice of a collective bargaining 
agent. United Press agreed last 
Spring to an election to determine 
whether or not the Newspaper Guild 
would be the bargaining agency, but 
disputed the eligibility of bureau 
managers and employees of the Los 
Angeles City News Bureau, a U.P 
subsidiary, to vote. Board’s decision 
stated that managers of one-man bu- 
reaus are eligible to vote, as well as 
all members of the L.A. bureau. 
This will be the first poll of edi- 


‘torial employees of one service for 


selection of a collective bargaining 
agency to be conducted on a nation- 
wide scale. In the case of the Asso- 
ciated Press, which was organized 
earlier, bargaining is on a local and 
unit basis. Guild has, however, bar- 
Zained nationally before in the case 
of the International News Service. 





la. Libel Suits 


Afier dismissal of a libel suit for 


$100,000 against Verne Marshall and | 


the Cedar Rapids Gazette 
Polk county district court, 


in. the 


lowa Liquor: Control commission, 
filed a new petition in the Scott 
county district court in Davenport, 
la. Cooper 
who is editor of the Gazette, libeled 
him in his newspaper and over the 
air during the 1936 campaign. 
Central Broadcasting Co., with 
headquarters in Davenport, also is a 
Party to the suit. 
Another suit for 


une, 
Cooper. is 
county c¢ 


pending in the Polk 


S.ievepest’s Apslogy 
The Saturday 
taken 1.000-line advertisements in a 


number of Virginia daily papers to | 
a mistake in the cur- | 


apologize for 
rent issue (28) which hit the stands 
yesterday (Tuesday). Piece contain- 


ing the error is by Marquis James 
and deals with Virginia’s Senator 
Carter Glass. 

Advertisements call the mistake 


an ‘out-and-out full-size too-late-to- 
change historical error.’ Publica- 
tion of the ads will be in Virginia 
Papers only. Editors hope it will 
pacify the Cavaliers who are sticklers 
for accuracy when it comes to Vir- 
Zinia history. 
Guild Referendum Starts 

Referendum ballots have been 
mailed to members of the Newspa- 
per Guild, who have begun voting 
on the proposals to rescind 10 acts 
of the last St. Louis Guild Conven- 
tion. Membership in good standing 
as of June 1, totalling 6,844 
CNartered locals, have received secret 
ballots, which will be officially tabu- 


Harold | 
M. Cooper, former chairman of the | 


alleges that Marshall, | 


$100,000 against | 
the Des Moines Register and Trib- | 
owners of WMT, also filed by 


Evening Post has | 


in 88 | 





War in Person 





March of Time photogs were 
set to take a film sequence of 
N. Y. Associated Press head- 
quarters receiving the news of 
the Chino-Japanese conflict on 
Monday (23), 

Lensers thought the war had 
come in over the wires when 
they hooked up their lights and 
blew a giant fuse. Cables were 
held up for 15 minutes. 
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lated on Sept. 12, though the result 
will be known unofficially long be- 
| fore. 

| Receipts in the last minute rush | 


to pay dues in order to be eligible | 


$8.255 to the 
eight 


for voting brought 
Guild treasury in the 
day period. 


closing 


L. A. Guild Musketeers 


| goal of 
|} America’s 


| 


| Familiar painting, ‘The Spirit of | 
16,’ was typified in the committee 
chosen by the Los Angeles News-| 


| paper Guild to conduct wage scale 
negotiations with the management of 
the L. A. Examiner. Trio 
| posed of Florabel Muir, who recently 
| fractured a leg and is on crutches; 
Frank Scully, who has been walking 
on sticks for years, and Roger John- 
| son, of the Hollywood Citizen-News, 
who still needs crutches to. get 
}around as result of _ shattering 
an ankle bone. Proposal was 
Miss Muir to enter the conference 
| tooting a fife with the boys beating 
drums carrying out the idea. 
Aged in the Carbon 

Frank Scully’s ‘Hollywood Honey- 
moon,’ due for release in Esquire 
for October, is getting a lot of wire 
service between New York and the 
Coast. Paramount, first in the field, 
had the only copy. Selznick Inter- 
national wired New York for a 
copy, 
had none. Finally he won Par qver 
| into letting him have the only copy 
long enough to have copies made. 

Par handed him a mimeograph. 
LITERATI DEATHS 

Howard Benton (‘Poke’) Freeman, 
59, sports cartoonist and former bi- 
cycle racing star, died unexpectedly 


of a heart attack at his home in 
Avon, N. J., on Aug. 21. He was 


associated with the Newark Eve- 
ning News since 1912, and did a syn- 
dicated golf comic strip with ‘Doc 
Lee’ as its hero. 

Wiley Sanders, 85, dean of the Mis- 





sissippi Press, died in Kosciusko, 
| Miss., on Aug. 22. 
| Paul B. Hoeber, 53, one of the 


| leading publishers of medical books, 
| and head of the medical book de- 
partment of Harper's, died on Aug. 
20 in New York after a nine weeks’ 
illness. He was the publisher under 
the Hoeber-Harper’s imprint of the 
magazine, ‘Annals of Medical His- 
tory, which was known as the ‘aris- 
tocrat of medical journals.’ 
William F. Clarke, 83, former 
editor-in-chief of St. Nicholas Maga- 
/ zine, died at his 


Castine, Maine, Aug, 22, of heart dis- 
ease. It was under his editorship 
that ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy,’ by 
Frances Hodgson Burnett, appeared 
| in the magazine, 
CHATTER 

Henry Seidel Canby working on a 
biog of Thoreau at Concord, N. H. 

Sinclair Lewis’ new novel, ‘The 
Prodigal Parents,’ due out next Jan- 


THIS WEEK | 


is com-| 


for | 











'de Basil U. S. 
i to see 
;}ers 


summer home in } 


| what due to hurt ego. 


lto America. 


| remaining in France, 


|of Hurok as American ballet king, at 


| uary. 

| Mabel Dodge Luhan’s newest book, 
‘Edge of Taos Desert,’ due next) 
month. 


Katherine Mansfield’s short stories 


will be published in one volume by 
Knopf. 

| Jack Gould, N. Y. Herald-Tribune 
| drama reporter, recovering from a 
molar difficulty. 

i Robert Speller to publish an au- 
tobiography of Norman Selby ‘Kid 


McCoy) in November. 

Irving (‘Doc’) Desfor of the Asso- 
ciated Press feature service will 
marry Gertrude Lemkin next month. 


Johannes Steel will go on a lec- 
ture tour in the fall He is cur- 
rently working on several film sce- 
narios. 

Harry Maule of Doubleday, Doran, 
sailing with his wife and daughte1 
today (25) for a six-week trip to 
Europe. 


|WHO’LL PAY THE BILL? 


| "e. artic we y¢ +Me “jal. 
but none was available. Scully | pered, both artistically and financial 


UNITS TO SET 
U.d. ON ITS TOEa 


Russe Vs. Ballet 
Blum .Vs. Nijinska (Pol- 


ish) Ballet—Billing’s the | 
All—Hurok | 


Cause of It 


Switches Away from de 
Basil 


London, Aug. 17. 


oe 











Musical Soccer 


Salzburg, Aug. 13. 

Verdi’s ‘Falstaff’ almost had 
to be called off on account of 
a football match. Local soccer 
club had advertised a match of 
festival artists versus the Salz- 
burg team. Among players 
mentioned were Alfred Pic- 
caver, American tenor: Attila 





Ballet war is imminent, and the 
the contending armies is 
approval. Also, by the 
way, American shekels. 

Unlike other wars, there will be 
three armies in the field, and the 
aim of each will be to destroy the 
other two. The history of the con- 
flict is as follows: | 

Seven Col.. de Basil || 
(then plain Mr. Basil) and Rene 
Blum, director of the Monte Carlo 
Casino theatre, formed a partnership 
to buy the late Diaghileff’s assets, 
consisting of scenery, costumes and 
rights in a number of ballets. 

Business started off with a flourish, 
but it was not long before Basil and 
Blum discovered they were not con- 
genial partners and decided to part 
company, Basil remaining at the | 
head of the organization and becom- 
ing a colonel, while Blum got back 
the money he invested and retired to 
the peaceful occupation of managing 
Monte Carlo’s amusements. 


Fugit 
passed. Basil pros- 


years ago 


Tempis, 
Several years 
ly. And Blum, seized with remorse 
at having lost a good thing made up 
his mind to start a ballet of his own 
and invade Basil’s citadel—London. 

Basil, who by this time had be- 
come ‘Col. de Basil's Ballets Russes, 
Ltd.,’ easily defeated the invaders, 
for Blum’s organization fell short, by 
a wide margin, of his rival’s artistry. 
Nevertheless, Blum did not lose 
heart. He continued, with varying 
success, to harass the enemy, chiefly 
by trying to persuade the members of 
the colonel’s. organization to forsake 
the colors. 

Last year Blum played a master 
stroke. Leonide Massine, artistic di- 
rector of Col. de Basil’s Ballets 
Russes, was persuaded to come over 
to the enemy’s camp, a committee of 
prominent art lovers was formed in 
America to boost Blum’s cause, and 
Sol Hurok. American impresario, 
suddenly decided to cast his lot with 
Blum and Massine, after having for 
five vears been the manager of the | 
tours. Next season is | 
Sol Hurok’s name on the post- 
announcing the Blum Ballet. 

That Ego 
front is some- | 

Hurok’s chief | 
is to be hailed as | 
introduced ballet art 
Many were the battles | 
behind the scenes between him and 
de Basil as to whose name should | 
figure in the announcements and bill- | 
ing. Basil came out the victor, but | 
Hurok bided his time. With Blum 
as per contract, | 
no one can dispute the crown rights 





Huroks change of 


ambition, it seems, 
the man who 


least on the posters. 


| To add piquancy to the situation, 
ithe Polish government decided that | 
Russia has been permitted for too 
long a time to garner ballet laurels, 
and this year will see the formation 
}of a Polish National Ballet, spon- 
sored and financed by the 


| official in 


| there is no reason why oul 


Polish 

government. | 
‘The Warsaw Imperial Ballet was 
second to none in the world in the 
days of old Russia. says a Polish 
London. ‘The Polish bal- 
lerinas, by their grace, their beauty, 
and their artistry, have always been 
considered the world’s foremost, and | 
new bal- | 
let should not prove a world beater. 


Here Comes Nijinska 


Bronislawa Nijinska has been 
working on the formation of the | 
Polish troupe for the’ past 


‘from New York, playing 


Hoerbiger and kick-off by Mar- 
lene Dietrich. None of whom 
showed up! 

During the game tuba player 
Habraba fell and broke his leg. 
Bruno Walter had to spend the 


rest of the day looking for a 
substitute. Spectators de- 
manded their money back, 


which was refused 














3,218 YANKS SEE 
SALZBURG FEST 


By EMIL 








MAASS 


Salzburg, Aug. 13. 
Toscanini’s concert on Aug. 24, 
which is being broadcast by NBC in 
the U.S., will be partly for charity, 
partly for funds of construction of a 
new festival house. 


Stadt theatre produced old timer | ;,.. 7 


‘Wiener Blut’ (‘Vienna Blood) with 
Hubert Marischka and Paula Brosig. 

Nearby community Mondsee play- 
ing ‘Everyman’ with fisherman Josef 
Bunk in title role. 

Ernst Dohnanyi’s new composition 
‘Mass in Szeged’ played in the con- 
cert hall, directed by M. Messner. 
Well received. 

Party given by Governor Rehr] in 
the Stadt theatre was the peak of 
the social entertainment. Everyone 
with a ‘name’ was invited. 

So far 3,278 Americans have reg- 
istered in the various hotels. It is 
an increase as against former years; 
1933 had 757 visitors. 

Harriet Henders, who won much 
applause as Marcelline in ‘Fidelio, 


will return to Prague, where she 
will fulfill an engagement. Singer 
from Simpson College, Indianola, 
Iowa, is one of the outstanding fig- 


ures of the Salzburg festival. 

American teachers at Mozarteum 
report increased attendance. They 
are: Artis Volt, Boston (harp), 
Ralph Lewton, N. Y. (piano), Eliza- 
beth H. Grimball, N. Y. (American 
theatre). 


Zimbalist Abroad 


Efrem Zimbalist, slated for a con- 
cert tour of England, France and the 
Scandinavian countries, sails Sept. 4 
his first 
date in Finland. 





| is its prophet, especially since money 


will be no object. 
De Basil says that, 
Hurok, he is 


Hurok or no 
coming to America 


several | twinkle in real earnest. 


Tts All a Plot to Rum Me,’ Wails 
Salmaggi, Opposing AGMA Charter: 
Mor. Speaks in Favor of GOAAA 


+ 





Associated 
America, 


Actors and Artistes of 
in its action to revoke the 


Grand Opera Artists Association of 
America charter, is engineering a 


gigantic plot. Whole thing is a 
deep and dire attempt inspired by 
the Metropolitan Opera Co. to 


skuttle the N. Y. Hippodrome Opera 
Co., of which Alfredo Salmaggi is 
director, Such, at least, is the view 
of Maestro Salmaggi 

‘They that my opera com- 
pany has surpassed them in artistic 
achievement and will ultimately put 
them out of business,’ he claims. ‘So 
they're trying to undermine the 
GOAAA, force all singers to join 
the American Guild of Musical Art- 
ists and thereby ruin me. 


realize 


‘I do not fear them, however. 
They cannot—what you call ‘in- 
timidate’ me. Idefy them. I, Maestro 





| world. 


Salmaggi, will have all the artists 
defy them. 
‘Punk Singers’ 
‘Their singers are no good. Their 


Operas are a flop. But my Hippo- 
drome company will grow and grow. 
Soon it wil be the biggest in the 
I give operas for the masses 
at prices the masses can pay. And 


the public comes to my operas and 
loves them. 

‘Those Metropolitans, they are 
nothing. They have no good singers. 
Only squeaky .tenors whom they 
bring over from Italy. They sing 


for big money, thousands of dollars 
a performance, And they think no 





one should be allowed to sing un- 
is also paid thousands. I 


| cannot pay thousands and my sing- 





ers do not care. They are with me. 
I have wonderful singers—with big 


voices, magnificent voices. 
‘Mostly they are American sing- 
ers. American singers are the best 


in the world. Soon, in five or six 
years, Italy and the rest of Europe 
will be coming to me for singers. 
There will be no more great singers 
anywhere else. And the Metropoli- 
tan will be done. It is not demo- 


cratic. It is Communistic. It can- 
not last. You will see.’ 
Salmaggi, with several other man- 


agers of pop-price operas, was sched- 
uled to speak last night (Tuesday) 
at a mass meeting of the GOAAA in 
Steinway Hall to protest the pro- 
posed transfer of the GOAAA char- 
ter to the AGMA. Neither he nor 
the GOAAA officials apparently 
sensed anything incongruous in the 
(Continued on _Page 62) 


STADIUM CONCERTS GOT 
$175,000 GROSS FOR ’37 


Total figures on this summer's cone 








|The American sponsors of Blum’s | 
ballet are just as positive. The Po- 
\lish Ballet is on its way. The wat 
is on, and the ballerinas toes will 


cert series by the New York Phil- 
harmonic Society Symphony Orches- 
tra in Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., 


are 
about on a par with last season. 
Series is called ‘very successful’ by 


the management. 


Fiddler plans to return early in Of the $6 concerts scheduled hed 
November. ? : she . » We 
weather forced the moving of five 
| indoors, postponement of one and 
| > H 
|months. Composers, painters and | cancellation of one. Season opened 
writers have been busily engaged | June 23 and closed Aug. 17. There 
| preparing the repertoire, and this were 16 soloists, two sets of two bal- 
coming fall the new organization | lets each, two performances of the 
will invade London and other capi- re Salome,’ and the Wagner cycle 
tals of Western Europe, while the | ° five concerts. Conductors in- 
first American tour is being planned | seas tametiaae been ieee 
for next year. ander Smallens, Fritz Reiner, George 
General manager of the new ballet | King Raudenbush and Willem van 
is Arnold Mekkel, who managed Ar- | Hoogstraten. 
gentina into world fame. and he in- | Estimated that around 300,000 per- 
‘tends to prove to Americans that | Sons attended the series, for an av- 
there is no ballet but the Polish bal- | erage of about 5,500 each Season 
let, and that the Polish government | Sross was estimated in the neigsh- 


| borhood of $175,000. As usual, that 
was far below costs, concert season 
| always being angeled by various art 


|and music sponsors in New York. 
George Gershwin memorial concert, 


| which set a Stadium record of 20,233 
; attendance and $12,000 gross, was @ 
| special event and is not included in 
the above figures. 
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Broadway 





Natalie Napp planéd in from the 
Coast last week. 


Dr. Leo Michel all cleared up after | 


a skin irritation. 
William Collier due east for the 
Louis-Farr fight. Jim Tully ditto. 
Bert Ennis and Fred Rath have 


to try and do away with percentage 
pics. Exhibs seek a flat rate in- 
stead. 

| September has been set by Wil- 
liamson-Tait for the premiere of 





‘Patalaika, following the run of 
‘Swing Along.’ 
Prime Minister Lyons, of Aus- 


‘tralia, has returned from abroad 
without saying anything regarding 
an_ Imperial Quota. 











mz as writer -adio material. Biz is slowly picking up again 
“i. y Rsk og wy from Coast|at the Tivoli, after strike trouble. 
and will reopen agency in New| Management took a heavy loss dur- 
York. ing the week’s shutdown. 

Miriam Marmein returns from her | Marcus show continues to pull 
outdoor theatre at Manomet, Mass.,| $00d biz nights and should cop a 
this week. j nice run, Mats are played Wednes- 

Max Baer anxious to return to/days, Fridays and Saturdays. _ 
London to open a cafe a la Jack British Empire Films will preview 
Dempsey’s. | ‘Tall Timber’ for Cinesound next 

Nan Bell planed to Coast this} week. Herbie Hayward preparing 
week to take up assignment with | special exploitation for this Jocal. 
Monogram pix. Mae West in ‘Go West Young 

Bill. Burton, Rockwell-O’Keefe| Man’ (Par) could only get two 


p.a., dong a gossip column for Down- 
beat, music mag. 

Aileen Stanley returns from Brit- | 
ish tour after closing at Holborn Em- 
pire, London, Aug. 30. : 

Doc Alexander, retired medico and 
legit actor, in French hospital. suf-| 
fering from complications. | 

Col. Leslie R. Naftzger, Paris and| 
New York attorney, associated with 
Dufayeolor, in town on biz. 

Sidney Spier and Dorothy Ross | 
resume joint p.a. operations next! 
week after a year’s severance. 

Frank Halligan former Broadway 
treasurer, now with Philharmonic 
hall enterprise in Los Angeles. | 

Florence Birney, concert pianist, 
offed to her hometown, 
Colo., for first siesta in 10 years. 

Walter Wanger returns to Hollv- 


wocd next week. Hal Horne fol-| 
lows a fortnight or so thereafter. | 
Eddie Golden, sales chief fot 


Monogram, now on two-week Swing | 
through the south in special sales| 
drive. 

Lowell Thomas has resigned from | 
The Players. Stepping out of sev- 
eral clubs he doesn’t get time to 
frequent. 

Harry Joe Brown and Sally Eilers 
arrived from Europe last Monday 
(23). Former planed the same day 
for the Coast. ves 

Subway station agents and info 
men now handing out full data on 
how to get to World’s Fair station 
near Flushing. 

Bob Weitman’s two-year-old son, 
Peter, is out of danger but will have 
a pull of two or three months before 
returned to normal. 

Burgess Meredith has turned radio 
scriptor and will appear with Mar- 
garet Perry in his own sketch on 
the Rudy Vallee show Sept. 2. 

New. York World’s Fair official 
phone number is ‘World’s Fair 6- 
1212,’ with bulk of calls to this 
number now going to the recently 
opened Administration Building. 

Mrs. Hal Horne on a commuter’s 
special between her New Hamp- 
shire summer home and Broadway. 
Back to the woods over the week- 
end, and due to return in early 
September. 

Entire office personnel of Rock- 
well-O’Keefe, numbering about 35 
people, were treated to cuffo week- 
end by boss Tommy Rockwell over 

ast two-day holiday at Buckwood 

nn, Shawnee-on-Delaware, Pa. 

Billy Shaw, Consolidated Radio 
Artists one-niter head, met no south- 
ern hospitality, but was instead 
robbed while stopping off in Rich- 
mond, Va., on way north from 10- 
day trip. Thieves broke into his 


ear. 

Lou Goldberg’s father is in White 
Plains hospital suffering from _ in- 
juries sustained near his son’s home 
in Scarsdale, N. Y., Thursday (19). 
Two operations have been per- 
formed, one on his brain, but be- 
lieved he will recover. 

French Casino preem last Friday 
kept many weekenders in town for 
the opening. Robert Taylor, amortz 
those present, almost broke up the 
show. Some cracked that the Metro 
star wanted to be alone so he came 
to the ‘Folies Bergere’ opening. 

Visiting newspaperman was being 
given one of those characteristic 
brushoffts’ at the Stork Club when 
asked if he ‘had a reservation,’ even 
to go into the bar. Newsman finally 
squelched the offensive menial at the 
door by asking, ‘Do I need a reser- 
vation to wait out here for my 
friends? And 


from Pittsburgh, prominent in his 
town, didnt disclose his identity or 
the fact that he’s constantly barraged 
with press matter from the 
Club’s p.a. 





Sains 


By Eric Gorrick 





Harry Neville, Col., to his London | 


office. 
Dan Carroll 
Aimerica., 


planning a trip to 


Charles Munro on a tour of the 
Hoyts chain. . 
Lewis Marks will produce the} 


Montague revue for the Fullers. 

Donald Burr and Billie Worth do- 
ing nicely in Williamson-Tait’s 
“Over She Goes.’ 


Erie Rutledge appointed by Stan- | 


Jey Crick to take charge of New | 
Zealand for 20th-Fox. 
Frank Neil expected back from 


London soon with a host of 
acts for the Tivoli chain. 
Executors of the late F. W. Thring. 


Fffttee Prods., are offering for sale 


new 


all the pix produced by the com- | 


pany. 
Move is afoot by certain 


exhibs 


| 
a | 
Montrose, | 
| 


is there any cover | 
charge for waiting?’ Newspaperman | 


Stork | 


| weeks in this spot and disappointed 


the mob. ‘I Met Him in Paris’ (Par) 
replaces. 

UA looks like having a hit with 
‘A Star Is Born,’ and will introduce 
‘Thunder in the City’ and ‘Elephant 
Boy’ early in August. Bob White 
exploiting all three. 

Cliff Hoyt turning out excellent 
exploitation for Yankee pix playing 
Victoria for Hoyts. His dad. Tom 
Holt, is in charge of Efftee Broad- 
casters, big commercial air unit. 

‘Maytime’ will follow ‘Good 
Earth’ into the Liberty when the 
run concludes. Although only a 
small house, overhead is high and 
take has to be solid weekly to show 
anything. ‘Earth’ is pulling capac- 
ity on third stanza and appears set 
for a long season. 


Meridian, Miss. 
’ 

Marty Britt has opened the Lake- 
view night club on the outskirts of 
town. 

The Casa Loma is one of the new 
roaihouse spots near here operated 
by a woman. 

Louis Armstrong band through 
here on a dance barnstorming tour 
in Mississippi and Alabama, 

Night baseball is popular here, 
local fair grounds being used for 
the games sponsored by merchants. 


E.leene (Snooks) Rosenbush, fea- 
ture writer several years on the 
Star, has moved up to the society 
editor’s post. 

E:lis Rosenbaum’s name _ called 
twice at the Temple as winner of 
the weekly $100 banknight, but ab- 
sent both times. 

When the DeKalb, Miss. band 
broadcasts on the local station, all 
votes from DeKalb rate it the best 
band in the whole South. 

Pete Rice, who used to be in 
vaude, threatens to become one of 
the golf champs at the swanky 
Northwood Country Club. 

Horace Hoagland, manager of the 
Strand, back from Hollywood after 
getting on a train in which cooling 
system balked going over the desert. 

At one of the nearby roadhouses 
they play records, amplified for car 
parking guests, that would never get 
close to passing radio or film censors. 

F..A. Foggo, New Orleans Saenger 
executive. in here with Henry 
Stearns, division manager, for con- 
ferences on the local situation with 
Harry Rice. 

Because they found out Rosabelle 
Forsman voted wet in a recent ref- 
erendum, folks of the dry brigade 
prayed for her redemption in front 
of a business she has here. 

With takeover of the Alberta not 
so long ago from independent in- 
terests, Saenger now has this town 
100% to itself, with all of the houses 
headed by the Temple under Harry 
Rice’s operation. : 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Stony Creek: Home stretch for this 
straw hat... Ruth Bedford working 
overtime learning show biz here... 
Junior Sarasohn thumbs down act- 
ing career—says he has to rise too 
early for rehearsals . . Marjorie 
Harrison joined local troupe for a 
week of hip-flipping in ‘Idiot’s De- 
| light.’ 
| Guilford: Broiling weather had 
mangement distributing free sodas 
to jury between acts of ‘Jan. 16’... 
Perey Helton could use on his pate 
some of that fuzz Jack Warren had 
on his upper lip... Burleigh Mor- 
ton, who used to operate this spot, 
among the missing this year... 
Harry Durant will try out ‘Make Up 
Your Mind’ here week Sept. 13. 

Milford: Richard Gage will return 
| to winter directing in Va.... Luther 
Green trying out ‘Triple Play’ at 
| Plymouth Playhouse this week ... 

Hal Conklin renewing last summer’s 
| friendships here ... Marcus Merwin 
considering a return to England 
this winter... Charles Monroe pen- 
| cilled for N. Y. radio work in fall 
Boyce Price designed his first 





| Conn. Players set for ‘Broadway.’ 
Madison: Paul Haakon joined 
local cast for a week Laura 


Adair recalls old Gilbert and Sulli- 
van days of trouping ... Ex-Jitney 
Player Alice Keating Cheney took 
a look at her former stand here . .. 
Ruth Weston due in for a week of 
‘Road to Rome’... After the egg laid 
| by ‘Horse Tale.’ this spot is off try- 
louts... Elizabeth Love finishing out 
| season here. 








London 





Gracie Fields to the Isle of Capri 
on vacash. 

Emile Boreo 
picture deal. 

Mat. McKiegue taking a look at 
the Paris Exposition. 

Stanley Lupino has a deal on for 
three more BIP pictures, 

Aileen Stanley, fully 
from tonsilitis, back at work. 

Sally Eilers arrived here on 
crutches, following a fall in Rome, 

Joseph Hummel, Warner Brothers 
foreign exec, due in from Paris any 
day. 

Sam Morris, vice-prez of Warners, 
due here in September for his annual 


here negotiating a 


vacation. 

A. C. Astor is handling the vaude- 
ville tour of Harry Lauder in the 
provinces 

Windmill Revudeville after Charles 
Wright and trying to get together 
on salary. 

Jack Taylor has booked Karina, 


Vadio and Hertz for his 1938 revue 
at Blackpool. 
Frank Leighton, Australian actor, 


making his British screen debut in 
‘Last Chance.’ 
Tom Pratt. brother of H. Brad- 


bury Pratt, now manager of the Che- 


shire Cheese. 
Mary Elizabeth, now Mrs. Ralph 
Davies, passed through London en 


route to Budapest. 
Cotton Club Revue, originally set 


lat the Palladium for four weeks, 
| holding over a fifth. 
Floral Hall, pop concert hall at 


, ing 





Southend-on-Sea, burnt out after be- 
struck by lightning. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nate Spingold, hav- 
ing enjoyed their cure at Carlsbad, 
sailing from here shortly. 

Comedian-monologist Milton Hayes 
sustained a broken ankle during a 
motor accident near Nice. 

Gertrude Lawrence resting at Mrs. 
Somerset Maugham’s country home 
before returning to New York. 

Roy Foy making his third return 
trip to America. Sails Sept. 22 to 
open at the St. Regis, New York. 

Cinda Glenn getting three weeks 
of the sun at Juan les Pains before 
sailing to Hollywood for 20th Fox. 

Arthur Rene de Lissa, of the the- 
atrical furnishing firm of Fryers, 
Ltd., left an estate valued at $170,000. 

‘Lost Horizon,’ (Col) originally 
scheduled at the Tivoli for 12 weeks, 
is now in its 17th week, and will stay 
another. 

Saxova, ballet dancer widow of 
Henry Hirsch, married Lieut. Col. 
James Douglas at a London church, 


Aug. 16. 
Jack Barty, after nearly 12 
months’ sickness, to work again. 


Doing a picture for John Baxter, in- 
die film co. 

Hugh Longden, former publicity 
manager for Gordon Hotels, has 
joined the George Elliott-Anthony 
Vivian firm of publicists. 

Slipped in quietly at the Academy, 
‘Yiddle with his Fiddle,’ Yiddish 
film made in Warsaw, starring Molly 
Picon, is doing a clean-up. 

Conversion of the Wintergarden 
theatre into a_ restaurant-cabaret 
won't be completed in time for the 
announced opening in September. 

Musical comedy actress Polly 
Ward making her first straight ap- 
pearance in Sydney Carroll’s open- 
air theatre production of ‘Twelfth 
Night.’ 

Esme Percy suffered severe eye 
injury when bitten by a Great Dane 
belonging to a friend. Surgeons hope 
to save his sight with a delicate 
operation. 

Harry Richman to tour five Eng- 
lish provincial spots. Opens Glas- 
gow Empire, Aug. 23, with Man- 
chester, Liverpool, Brighton and 
Dublin to follow. 

Morecambe, practically adjoining 
Blackpool, English Coney Island, is 
building a 3,000 seater to house a 
summer circus, to compete with the 
Tower, Blackpool. 

Erie von Stroheim, who came over 
to play an important role in Max 
Schach’s ‘Mademoiselle Docteur,’ has 
returned to Paris, where he is sched- 
uled to appear im a new film. 

hile on holiday here, visiting 
William Collier, Jr., Skeets Gal- 
lagher signed by Warners to appear 
in ‘Dr. Satan,’ now shooting here un- 
der direction of Arthur Woods. 

Jack de Leon’s next production at 
his ‘Q’ theatre will be ‘Where Is 
Bohemia?’ by Nina Jarvis, a pro- 
gram seller at the Haymarket thea- 
tre. Her sister, Maggie, has the 
leading role, 

Embassy theatre reopens Sept. 
14 with a new play by W. Chetham 
Strode in which Angela Baddeley 
and Nicholas Hannen are starred. 
John Fernald will produce the show, 
untitled as yet. 

Two 13-year-old London  school- 
girls had a thriller accepted by Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corp., titled ‘Kid- 
napped. Noreen Scott and Stella 
Reichenberg, authors, say that writ- 
ing plays is easy. 

Peter Maurice Music Co. is 
publisher of entire score of ‘London 
Rhapsody.” new Palladium show. 
Jimmy Kennedy and Michael Carr, 
staff writers for the organization, 
collaborated in the numbers. 

Due to ‘They Came by Night.’ at 
the Globe, being a hit, David Burns, 
playing one of the leads, will have to 
give up the, idea of appearing in 
‘Room Service, in which Jack 





recovered | 





Waller and George Abbott were 


anxious to have him, 
Gertrude Michael, 


originally 


booked by Associated British Pic- 
tures Corp. (BIP) to play the lead 


in ‘The Dominant Sex,’ 
ill in New York when ready to sail 


but taken 


is coming over to star for the same 
company in Arnold Bennett's ‘The 


Card.’ 





Paris 


Billy Lamont in to see the expo. 
All transportation fares going up. 


Bal Tabarin turning customers 
away. 
The Rimacs in new Mogador 
revue. 


Edmond See having his appendix 
removed, 

Myrio and Desha 
Moulin Rouge. 

Gaby Morlay to star in ‘Hercule,’ 
with Fernandel. 

Jigsaw Jackson 
Casino, Cannes. 

International 
ed at the expo. 

Claude Dauphin forming a 
theatrical company. 

Noel-Noel learning to ride horse- 
back for his next film. 

Louis Jouvet to make ‘Ramuntcho,’ 
to be directed by Rene Barberis. 

Errol Flynn’s mother in Paris to 
meet Lili Damita for the first time. 

Dolly Flor leaving for Rio de 
Janiero after a Cannes engagement. 

Half-price admission to expo in ef- 
fect two days to test public reaction. 

William S. Paley says America be- 
coming more selective in broadcasts. 

Conchita Montenegro returning to 
French films after a two year ab- 
sence. 

Georges Hue elected president of 


at the Bal 


at Palm Beach 


Pavilion inaugurat- 


new 


Societe des Auteurs, Compositeurs et | 


Editeurs. 
Alice Cocea to produce and star 


i 


Hollywood 


Douglas Shearer’s appendix has 
mended. 

Judy Garland p.a.-ing 
Francisco, 

Wendy Barrie applied for U. s. 
citizenship. 

Manuel Komroff gandering 
film factories, 

Jack Cooper, 20th-Fox flack, hurt 
in auto wreck. 

Stephen Brooks back in the Para- 
mount praisery. 

James Hogan motored to Mexico 
City for a siesta. 

Jack Jungmeyer, Jr., 
in an auto wreck. 

Arthur Lubin banged up 
automobile crash. 

Barbara Stanwyck sun-bathing at 





in San 


the 


bunged up 


in an 


| Sun Valley, Idaho. 


Terry De Lapp on the bounding 
main to Vancouver, 

M. C. Levee off for Chicago for 
Joe E. Brown confab. 








| 
{ 
| 
| 


in ‘Pacifique’ at the Theatre des Am- | 


bassadeurs. 

Mrs. Walter. E. Kingsbury in town 
to invite President Lebrun to the 
Dallas Fair. 

‘Charles Speak to film the life of 
French aviator Nungesser, starring 
Jean Gabin. 

Troupe of the Theatre de Quatre- 
Saisons signing for an American tour 
in November. 

Lily Palmer in for a vacation from 
London; saying she will make a film 
here in October. 

Albert Dieudonne signing with 
Abel Gance to play Napoleon in the 
latter’s new film. 

Tino Rossi off for Naples to start 
work on a new film, with Auguste 
Genine megging. 

Theatre de la Porte Saint-Martin 
reopening with last year’s success, 
“Un de la Musique.” 

‘Three Waltzes’ continuing through 
the summer, but closing Mondays to 
give the players a break. 

Fanely Revoil of the Opera- 
Somique marrying Robert Ancelin of 
the Theatre Bouffes-Parisiens at 
Vichy. 

Raimu and Fernandel appearing 
together for the first time in ‘Les 


Rois du Sport’ (‘The Kings of 
Sport.’) 

Jules Berry signing with Leopold 
Marchand to star in ‘Balthazar,’ 
adapted to the screen by J. H. 
Blanchon. 


Sacha Guitry writing a new play 
to go into the Theatre de la Made- 
leine, starring himself, Gaby Morlay 
and Jacqueline Delubac. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 








Rosco Ates at Buckwood. 

Tom Mix planning historical pic- 
ture. 

Charlie 
Stone Bar. 

Floyd Gibbons purchased subur- 
ban residence. 

Pocono Manor Inn celebrated its 
35th anniversary. 

Howard Walker booking 
into the Colony Club. 

Dorothy Waldo Phillips directed 
Skytop’s ‘Skyrackets.’ 

Duke Davis and his Miami music 


Knecht’s Ramblers at 


shows 


replaced Vic Lester at Chateau 
Roth. 
Pat Duffy m.c.’s a well paced 
show at nearby Craigs Meadows 
Hotel. 


Buck Hill Players will present the 
final play of their summer season 
Sept. 3. 

Claude Hay’s orch played for the 
annual horse show ball at Glen 
Brook’s terrace garden. 


The Hague 


By A. C. Slop 

Nat Gonella ‘and his 
back in Scheveningen. 

Renovated Studio Theatre, 


Georgians 


(U 


Spanish dancer Vincente Escudero | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











here, | 
vespenee with ‘Three Smart Girls’ | 


performing in Kurhaus at Scheven- | 


ingen. 

Projection room fire at the little 
Alcazar Theatre. Helmond, caused 
death of three persons. 

New operetta company started at 


Arena, Rotterdam. with ‘The Flower | 


of Hawaii.’ Grita Shubert. Tibor Ee- 


ressi and Harry Boda have leading | 


rolcs. 
First runs in Amsterdam: ‘Park 
Avenue.” (20th), ‘Maytime’ (MG). 


and ‘Stowaway.’ (U): at The Hague: | patron. will open his Mozart Theatre 
‘King and Chorus Girl.” (WB). and, on 


‘Three Smart Girls.” (U). 


| 
} 


| Symphony drew 


Ina Claire here to give ear to film 
and radio propositions. 

Bing Crosby attending the Sara- 
toga yearling auctions. 

Donald Friede has emerged from 
the Zeppo Marx agency. 

Milt Howe siestaing in the Mon-. 
tana Bitter Root country. 
Morris Schlesinger 
for nervous breakdown. 

Marian Marsh pirouetting 
Lake Arrowhead billows. 
Don Cathcart is technical director 
on Metro’s ‘The Last Gangster.’ 
Evelyn Brent captured a role 
Paramount's ‘City Hall Scandal.’ 
Jack Cummings back from Canada 
for ‘Broadway Melody’ opening. 
George Folsey gets the camera as- 
signment on ‘Mannequin’ at Metro. 
William Wyler checked out of 
Cedars of Lebanon after a minor op. 


hospitalized 


in the 


in 


Darryl Zanuck hosted the 20th- 
Fox music department on Joe 
Schenck yacht. 


Ladislaus Bus-Fekete planning 
trek east for opening of his play, 
‘Jean,’ Sept. 29 

Charles P. Skouras slew three elk 
at 11,000-foot altitude near Colorado 
Springs last week. 

Eddie Whoehler gets the assistant 
director spot to Richard Thorpe on 
MG’s ‘The Four Marys.’ 

Perry Lieber vacationing by put- 
tering around his new house rising 
in San Fernando valley. 

Spyros D. Skouras, nephew of 
Charles P. Skouras, has returned 
from European saunters. 

Walter Plunkett, Selznick-Inter- 
national stylist, is enroute to Europe 
on a three-month vacash. 


Robert Gillham stopped off at 
William Randolph Hearst’s San 
Simeon ranch enroute to N. Y. 

Add title changes: Metro has 


switched tag of Ilona Hajmassey, 
Hungarian thrush, to Ilona Massey. 

Newman Levy, New York attorney 
and Universal contract writer, is 
back from a racket trial in Gotham. 

James Cagney rusticating on his 
farm at Martha’s Vineyard. Eddie 
Alperson rusticating in the Cagney 
palazzo in Beverly Hills. 

Chicago 

Ruth Gans to East and back. 

Frances Faye back from Holly- 
wd. 

Roy Engel’s appendix is now @ 
stump. 

Ted Cook directing Yacht Club 
orchesira. 

Les Aliuss back to Georgian Bay 
for some fishin’, 

Lou Cowan to Atlantic City for 
some sun tinting. 

Charlie Riley doing daily race 
track program on WWAE. : 

Henry Busse becoming the towns 
Dest basevall prognosticator. 

College All-Star Green Bay Pack- 
ers football game a seil-out. 

Stanford Zucker off to Dallas 
after three weeks loop hustling. 

Ros Metzger needs only one more 
ine to become an official ASCAP 
member. 

Mort Levin handling the transpor- 
tation and amusement ducats at the 








/new Chicagoan hotel. 





Westport 


By Humphrey Doulens 





Matt Saunders back from Chicago. 


Jean Dixon visiting the Philip 
Dunnings. 
Mrs. William Anthony McGuire 


visiting friends here. 

Visiting players welcome at Jack 
Wilsen’s swimming hole. 

Surprise dinner for Mrs. 
Anderson on her birthday. 

Tallulah Bankhead sporting 
deepsun for role as Cleopatra. 

Mrs. Leo Marsh and Mrs. Mark 
Leuscher visiting in the Adiron- 
dacks. 

Many entertainments for Eugene 
Leontovich who gives an enchanting 
performance in ‘Romance.’ 

Libby Holman seen in the local 
spots for the first time last week 3!- 
though living at Darien nearby. 

Only Jane Cowl’s record ot 
tops phenomenal business of 


Joka 


2 


oo 


»o 


19 
‘The 


Virginian’ at Country Playhouse. 


First Starlight Symphony at Nor- 
walk with Iturbi conducting N. ?- 
more than 4,000 
William Matheus Sullivan, 


ne 


music 


Ridgefield estate, with concert 


next month. 
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U.S, BUILDING AT 
PARIS EXPO 
OPENS 


—— 


Maris, Aug. 15. 
Two weeks after the originally set 
date, the American pavillion at the 
Exposition has finally thrown open 
its doors to the ordinary scrutinizers. 


Although not presentin~ as much, 
nor in as costly a manner as one 
might expect of an American pro- 
ject, the building does prove that 
America leads in showmanship, even 
though only a group of models of 
government housing project build- 
ings re being displayed. Photogra- 
phy, which takes a leading part 
throughout the entire expo, is used 
here extensively and the _ photo- 
graphs are without doubt the best 
that can be found anywhere on the 
grounds. Entire architectural ex- 
hibit is composed of photos. 


Entire main fioor of the building 
is. given over to government exhibits. 
These include displays of the De- 
partments of State, Commerce, In- 
terior, Post Office, T.V.A., W.P.A., 
National Capitol] Park and Planning 
Commission, Resettlement Adminis- 
tration, Smithsonian Institute, Li- 
brary of Congress, P.W.A., and the 
Veterans’ Administration. Due to 
the fact that propaganda is so much 
stronger ir other buildings, that in 
the American pavillion does not 
seem so blatant, but it is there, 
nevertheless. 

Although building was not com- 
plete at opening, little was left to 
be done. Besides a few commercial 
exhibits and the cinema: one of the 
largest unfinished exhibits when the 
public first began to meander 
through was that of the New York 
Fair of °39. 

Small part of the third floor has 
been left for the tiny cinema. Cur- 
tains will be used to wall off the 
room and ordinary chairs will serve 
as seats. Amount of floor space will 
not hold chairs for more than 150 
persons. Pix will be composed, for 
the most part, of films of govern- 
ment projects. 

One of the biggest faults of the 
building is the sca city and bad plac- 
ing of French explanations to the 
various exhibits. One floor of the 
building is turned over to art ex- 
hibits, a whole section of which is 
filled with W.P.A. art projects mas- 
terpieces, 

Spot geiting the most oglers is 
that occupied by two machines in 
the Aetna Life Insurance exhibit. 
These are electric ‘test your driving 
ability’ machines, which keep them 
standing in line for a try. * 

N.B.C. has a large electric sign 
flashing pictures of its better known 
performers, most of whom, unfor- 
tunately, mean nothing on this side. 


N. Y. Fair Emissaries 
Talking It Up in Japan 


Tokyo, Aug. 4. 

Herbert S. Houston, commissioner 
of the N. Y. World's Fair, arrived in 
Japan accompanied by two secre- 
taries, Thomas J. Watson, Jr., and 
Peter Weil. Purpose of visit is to 
complete arrangements for Japan’s 
Participation in the big show in 1939. 

Enroute to Tokyo, Houston stopped 
at Dairen, where he secured the 
Promise of Yosuke Matsuoka, prez 
of the South Manchurian Railway 
(Japanese Gov't. owned), to main- 
tain an exhibit at the New York 
Exposition. 

Understood that, while here, of- 
ficials of Japan’s Expo, to be held 
in 1940, will discuss with Houston 
matters pertaining to U. S. partici- 
Pation in that show. 














Mix Trucks Wrecked 


Stroudsburg, Pa., Aug. 24. 
Three Tom Mix Circus trucks had 
trouble crossing the mountains en- 
route from the show grounds in East 
Stroudsburg to West Pittston, Pa. 
Chesley Morgan, of Glendale, Ga., 
Was uninjured when his truckload 
of horses and zebras got out of con- 
trol on a steep grade near Bear 
Creek. Motor trouble stalled an- 
other truck and a third one caught 
fire outside of Wilkes-Barre. 





Ottawa Fair Sept. 7 
Miami, Okila., Aug. 24. 
_ Opening date for the Ottawa 
County free fair has been announced 
as Sept. 7-10. 





COMEDY RASSLERS HOP 
COLUMBUS GRUNT FEST 


Columbus, Aug. 24. 


Grunt-and-groaners who wrestle 
for Al Haft at Haft’s Acre here have 
always been first-rate showmen but 
recently they’ve added trimmings 
that might give the uninitiated spec- 
tator the idea that vaude is back in 
Columbus. 


High spot of summer season came 
Friday (20) when Lord Patrick 
Lansdowne, who rassles under the 
colors of deah old England, tangled 
up with Stecklin, bearded Tennessee 
hillbilly. 








NIXES THE COWGALS 


Cklahoma Redeo Ousts Women 
All Events at State Meet 








Oklahoma City, Aug. 74. . 


Woman aspirants to bronc-busting 
and steer roping fame will be barred 
from entering the second annual 
state championship rodeo held in 
connection with the 1937 Oklahoma 
state fair, Sept. 25 to Oct. 2, Ralph 
T. Hemphill, fair manager, has an- 
nounced. 

‘We have 
around men’s 
marked, ‘And 
action. These 


puilt up the rodeo 
sports, Hemphill re- 
we want speed and 
we can’t have with 


} women competing.’ 


Lansdowne, who’s rumored to be a | 


Springfield, Ohio, native yclept Fin- 
negan, entered the ring preceded by 
two lackeys decked out in knee 
breeches. The ‘lord’ himself sported 
a monocle and a rich, velvet robe. 
Stecklin, clad in blue overalls with 
bare feet sticking out at the bottom, 
climbed into the ring leading a 


iskunk behind him on a leash. Lord 


Patrick exhibited proper horror at 
this display of vulgarity, feeling that 
Lem had substituted the kitty for 


dignity on royalty. 

Just before the battle one of Lans- 
downe’s lackeys dashed into the ring 
with a flit gun and energetically 
sprayed the atmosphere, especially 
in the vicinity of Stecklin’s corner. 
At this an enraged Stecklin second 
sprang out and clouted the lackey 
on the head, disarmed the prostrate 
body and broke the spray gun across 
his knee. 

The ‘lord’ treated the admiring 
spectators to the sight of a doublet 
beneath his robe, which he conse- 
quently shed to reveal his hairy 
chest. Stecklin, who usually wrestles 
in his overalls, had been induced to 
discard them in favor of the bottom 
half of a pair of long, red under- 
wear. 

Show after the bell was too well 
staged for the customers, who booed 
lustily as Lansdowne registered dis- 
gust at Stecklin’s bare feet in his 
face, then pinned him after a quar- 
ter hour of waltzing in which the 
hillbilly was obviously outmatched 
hopelessly. 





NO SOAP ON GARDEN PIER 


Atlantic City Resort Net Seld With 
Top Bid at $250,000 








Atlantic City, Aug. 24. 

A bid of $250,000 for the Garden 
Pier was rejected as inadequate at 
an auction sale of the property held 
in the Garden Pier theatre Aug. 19. 

The bid was submitted by S. F. 
Moran, of New Kensington, Pa., who 
said he represented a Pittsburgh 
syndicate. 

Rejection of the offer was made 
by Edward Ayres, of Philadelphia, 
representing the Burk Brothers 
estate. The estate holds title to the 
property in the name of the Garden 
Pier Corp. of Atlantic City. Ayres 
said the estate would like to liquidate 
the property. 

Bidding started at $10,000 and con- 
tinued in spirited fashion for 15 
minutes with increases of $10,000 and 
$15,000 following until $210,000 was 
reached. After this the bidding 
slowed down and increases of $500 
to $1,000 were added until the $250,- 
000 figure was reached. After con- 
sulting Ayres, the auctioneer an- 
nounced from the stage of the thea- 
tre that ‘the owners regretfully re- 
ject the bid.’ 

Willett said after the auction that 
there are no plans for another sale 
and took occasion to deny that the 
pier was being sold for delinquent 
taxes. However, unpaid taxes due 
the city amount to $73,974 plus in- 
terest. The assessed valuation of 
the pier is $213,700, the land being 
held at $65,550, and the building at 
$148,050. 





Fair Space Sold Out 
Columbus, O., Aug. 24. 


For the first time in the history 


of the Ohio State fair, the demand ting contests, a horse show and Ernie 


for space is greater than the facili- 
ties of the exposition grounds, Earl 
H. Hanefeld, state director of agri- 
culture, has announced. The fair 
will be held Aug. 28 and Sept. 3. 





Circus Routes 


Week of Aug. 30 
Barnes, Seiis-Fiotoe 
MePherson, Kans., Eldorado 
Ft. Seott, 1 Springfield, Mo., 2; Joplin, 
Miami, Okla., 4 
Cole Bros.-Beatty-Maynard 
Klamath Falls, Ore... 360: Red 
Calif., 31; Sacramento, 


0: - 


Rinff, 








San Francisco, 3-4 








To which Mrs. Florence Randolph, 
Oklahoma’s champion cowgirl, 
emitted: 


‘Women have won more trophies 


than men in every kind of riding, 
bulldogging, bronc, trick, fancy and 
Roman. 


‘I just don’t believe they want to 
pay the salaries that first-class 
women rodeo performers command. 
I personally was approached, but 
they couldn’t pay me what my act is 
worth, and I think that’s probably 


his visual pet coon just to Keap in- | the solution to the whole thing. 





Not Much Doing 
In Ft. Worth But 
Heres the Latest 


Fort Worth, Aug. 24. 
Big laugh to Harriet Hoctor and 
Everett Marshall, stars at Casa Ma- 
nana in the Fort Worth Frontier 


| Fiesta, was story in Boston paper re- 


cently stating they will be married 
in September. A New York col- 
umnist previously had linked their 
names. Marshall is reported en- 
gaged to Patricia Bowman, dancer, 
who, seeing the Boston paper, sent 
Marshall a cryptic note of the ‘Ah, 
Ha’ variety. 

Vincent Rose, Melody Lane com- 
poser, received word frdm Jack 
Mills, publisher, that his song, ‘Moon 
at Sea,’ looks like a hit. 

Joe Howard will publish Ernie 
Burnett's new song, ‘Alone in a 
Crowd.’ 

Edward Caton, here last week to 
visit Harrison and Fisher, Casa -Ma- 
nana dance team, will go into the 
Katherine Littlefield ballet in Phila- 
delphia this fall. He formerly was 
premier danseur with the Chicago 
Civic Opera Company. 

Ned Alvord, who handled news- 
paper advertising and billboard cam- 
paign for the fiesta, leaves this week 
for New York. 

Hostesses are provided in the new 
Astor House dance hall and are go- 
ing better than the titled gigolos 
who bowed out of Casa Manana after 
several weeks. 

Robert Taylor, en route through 
here last week to New York and 
London, said he did not like his role 
in ‘Broadway Melody of 1938’ be- 
cause there are so many stars in the 
film none has much to do. This 
irked publicity agent of theatre 
which will show the picture soon. 

David Guion, who arranged ‘Home 
on the Range,’ was robbed of $350 
worth of new fall clothes last week. 

Joe Howard has been singing on 
the Cosden-Traffic Cop program over 
WBAP while appearing here in 
Melody Lane. 





Sedalia Very Black 


St. Louis, Aug. 24. 
Missouri State Fair at Sedalia, big- 
ger and better, opened Saturday (21) 
with attendance larger than in last 


\five years and every indication that 


all previous attendance record will 
be broken. 

With a 25c admission fee visitors 
are entertained with fireworks dis- 
plays nightly, races between profes- 


‘sional auto drivers on two days, trot- 


| Young’s ‘Cavalcade of Hits,’ a group 


! 
j 
| 
| 


} 
| 


of entertainers. 
Car Show for Fair 
Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 24. 
An automobile show presenting 
new and used cars will be one of the 
features of the Carolinas Agricul- 


jtural fair, to be held at the old Char- 





1; San Jose, zi | 


| 
| 


lotte airport Oct. 4-9, it was an- 
nounced this week. 
The motor car exhibits will be 


staged under waterproof tents espe- 
cially constructed for that type of 
show. Each car dealer will have a 
special tent for his display. 


Also Helps 


Rose Talks Par Suit to Bolster 
Aquacade at Cleve; Faith Bacon 


to Up Biz at Expo 





Cleveland, Aug. 24. 
Despite taboo on nudity and strip- 
pers, Faith Bacon crashed the Great 
Lakes Exposition here last week on 
a technicality, as a new attraction 
at Herman 
Showboat. 


With the astute 
Rodney Sutton’s 


Pirchner’s reopened 


co-operation of 
publicity bureau 


tion at the right moments, the 
orchid-dancer has become the talk 
of the Centennial fair. In fact, reap- 
ing nearly as many front-page stor- 
ies as the recent Billy Rose-Eleanor 
Holm Jarrett divorce yarn. 

Until stripper was brought in as a 
hypo, floating nitery anchored in 
front of midway had tough sailing. 
Total overhead (and loss) came to 
$850 per day, according to Pirchner, 
who expects her to pull it out of the 
sink before Expo closes Sept. 26. 
Some protests from blue-noses were 
quieted by Almon R. Shaffer. Con- 
cessions director, appointed a one- 
man censor board. After watching 
dancer peel off her three orchids, he 
gave her a 23-word okay. ‘She’s 
okay as long as you keep that violet- 
blue spot on her,’ he warned Pirch- 
ner. ‘That covers her as completely 
as a bearskin coat.’ 

Billy Sherman is m.c.-ing for 
Bacon show, which also consists of 
Lan and Armstrong, ballroom dan- 
cers; Judith Lawton, femme bari- 
tone; Verne Wilcox, acrobatic dancer, 
and Eight Bachelor Girls. Although 
La Bacon’s flashes of nudity were 
passed by Shaffer, life-sized pictures 
of her in the raw, put up later in 
front of Showboat, didn’t. Pirchner 
kicked about art but was told to 
yank them. 


Want ‘Streets’ Free 


With less than 33 days to go, small- 
er concessionaires and cafe owners 
in ‘Streets of World’ are strongly 
petitioning for abolition of this sec- 
tion’s special two-bits gate charge. 
Ninety percent of space-holders 
signed it, saying the ‘nuisance tax’ 
has seriously hampered their busi- 
ness. Front-office claims ‘Streets’ 
gets 40% of general attendance, 
which reached 2,286,979 for first 83 
days, but exhibs differ on that point. 
It’s the second time they have 
campaigned against the admission 
charge and got the same negative 
answer, General Manager Lincoln 
Dickey retorted that although Expo 
is being extended a fortnight, con- 
tracts and promises made to buyers 
of advance tickets made it impossible 
to eliminate the 25c. tax. A free 
gate, he contended, would lower 
value of nationality villages and 
bring in sponging sightseers instead 
of more money. 

Rose Sues Par 


Billy Rose, who has several suits 
pending against him, reversed tables 
for a change last week by talking 
suit against Paramount Pictures for 
$100,000 on grounds of plagiarism. 
Says studio copped his water ballet 
scene in Expo’s Aquacade for the 
filmed ‘Artists and Models.’ Also ob- 
jects to Par’s ‘Whispers in the Dark’ 
number as against Rose’s ‘Stranger 
in the Dark’ song. 

Johnny Weissmuller, co-star of his 
marine spectacle, threatened to walk 
out at first when daily matinee per- 
formances were added to schedule. 
Considerable coaxing was needed 
before he agreed to sign for the bal- 
ance of extended season. A reported 
hike in his salary, which has been 
$2,500 weekly, is said to have 
changed his mind. That rumor comes 
ironically from gatemen, who have 
had their wages sliced 50c. per day. 
Dick Stabile’s orchestra to follow 
current Bob Crosby into Aquacade 
for ten days, from Sept. 7 to 16. Vin- 
cent Lopez penciled for last ten days, 
Sept. 17 to 26. Spot's biggest day 
so far was last Friday (20) when an 
‘Tron Ore Day’ party of 800 brought 
attendance for first evening show up 
to 1,600, with a sell-out for matinee 
and midnight show. 

Dickey, g.m., angling for joint ap- 
pearance of Buddy Rogers and Mary 
Pickford for next to closing week. 
Last curtain is being dreaded by ma- 
jority of fair’s workers. Out of 5,000 
employed, it is calculated that ex- 
actly 77% will face unemployment 





lito 
and no assurance of jobs this winter. 

Gene and Glenn, once Cleveland's 
ether faves, made three broadcast 
personal appearances from Radio- 
land’s stage on civic jubilee day be- 


and officials who expressed indigna- | 








fore starting trek back to Des 
Moines. 
Latest proposal for use of lake- 


front grounds after centennial ends 
is to turn it into a new city park. 
Original agreement was that all 
buildings should be razed but ex- 
hibitors will be saved that heavy ex- 
pense if city accepts several of them. 
Dickey trying to perfect a deal 
whereby Horticultural Gardens and 
Hall will be turned over to town; as 
well as Firestone’s Singing Fountain, 
Hall of Progress for parking space, 
and Radioland’s shell for outdoor 
broadcasts. Plan is to keep Aquacade 
intact as an open air opera and en- 
tertainment center. Part of the 
grounds may be transformed into a 
downtown airport, while all of it will 
be improved for trade shows at close 
by civic stadium and conventions. 
Autumn convention business 
skyrocketing to the advantage of the 
Expo. National air races beginning 
here Sept. 2 for four days expected 
to boost it further. From a dozen 
conventions scheduled in the next 
two months, it’s estimated they will 
draw about 65,000 visitors spending 
approximately $11 per day. Civic 
auditorium and_ stadium grossed 
$116,926 in first six months of 1937, 
topping figures of last seven years. 


CHI'S NEWEST 
FAIR PROPOSAL 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Promotion for ‘Light of the Ages,’ 
pageant to be held Oct. 15-23 as the 
culmination of Chicago Charter Ju- 
bilee celebration, is one of most ex- 
tensive hypoings given anything 
civic since the Century of Progress. 

Beginning last week Jubilee press 
department is holding daily lunch- 
eons before various press, civic, edu- 
cational and religious groups. At 
these luncheons an elaborate dia- 
ramic presentation is made giving 
the high points of the pageant. 
Scenery, lighting, costumed puppet 
models and scale built sets produce 
the whole thing in approximately 15 
minutes. 

These luncheons are to provide the 
nucleus for other publicity and com- 
mittee is catering especially to radio 
and newspaper men, expecting to 
use these two agencies more than 
any other. Third in the list are club 
and religious speakers, who're ex- 
pected to do plenty, inasmuch as the 
pageant is of a religious nature. 

Stressing tolerance, it traces the 
progress of religion in Chicago from 
the time of the territorial discov- 
ery up to “he present, tieing in 
everything from the Fort Dearborn 
Massacre to the Century of Progress. 
Production is by John Ross Reed, 
who did the ‘Wings of a Century’ at 
the Fair. 

Budget for the pageant is $30,000 
and is underwritten by citizens who 
receivé, in return, participation 
certificates which are deductible 
from income tax returns. They’ll get 
back up to 100% and anything over 
that goes to the Community Chest. 

At first figured that Soldier Field 
would be the spot, but with the total 
nut of $110,000, the City Fathers 
switched to a roofed place. Stadium 
was offered for $20,000 in cash (for 
eight performances in seven days), 
plus percentage of gross, exclusive of 


is 








concession and programs. Civic 
Opera house wanted $200 a night, 


cash, and offered any and all opera 
scenery and costumes in with the 
rental. It’s to be held at the Civic 
Opera house. 

Tickets go on sale this week with 
staff of salesmen working, stressing 
that canoes, bands, covered wagons 
and a train will zip across the stage. 


Uteh Kicks te 


Aug. 24. 

Uiah, which in 1947 will stage a 
world fair centennial, Tuesday (24) 
voted to appropriate $62,500 for par- 
ticipation in the Golden Gate Ex- 
position in San Francisco and the 
world fair in New York City. 

Twenty-five thousand dollars will 
be devoted for the Bay City show, 
while $37,500 was voted for the New 








York fair. 
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OBITUARIES 


CYRIL McNEILE 
(‘Sapper’) 

Lt.-Col, Cyril McNeile, 49, famous 
novelist and short story writer, died 
at his home in Sussex, Eng., Aug. 14, 
after a long illness. His best known 
book. ‘Bulldog Drummond,’ was 
dramatized and_ successfully por- 
trayed by Gerald du Maurier in 1921, 
and later filmed with Ronald Col- 
man. A sequel, ‘Bulldog Drummond 
Hits Out,’ in collaboration with 
Gerard Fairlie, was recently staged 
at Brighton, prior to a production 
in the West End. There have been a 
number of ‘Drummond’ sequels in 

iX. 

: More than $400,000 is said to have 
been earned by this army officer 
with his thrillers. He was known 
as ‘Sapper’ (military term for en- 
gineer) as army etiquette forbade 
the. use of his real name, when he 
first published his short stories while 
serving in the Royal Engineers dur- 
ing the war. 

He is survived by widow and two 
sons. 





WILLIAM FAIT 

William Fait, 55, former U. S. ex- 
hibitor and Latin- American repre- 
sentative for U. S. film companies, 
died by suicide in Rio de Janeiro, 
Aug. 18. 

Born in Baltimore, he went into 
show business as a young man open- 
ing the Jackson Heights theatre, 
Jackson Heights, L. 1, N. Y. Later 
he opened the Eastman theatre. 
Rochester, for the Eastman interests. 
After quitting exhib field, Fait be- 
came Mexican sales rep for First 
National Pictures and later was ad- 
vanced to general sales head of en- 
tire South American continent until 
1932. : 

Deceased has been in importing 
business for himself since leaving 
film business. Was engaged principal- 
ly in handling beauty parlor equip- 
ment. A widow and two children 
survive. 








ALICE ENDRES 

Alice Endres, 73, legitimate act- 
ress, died at St. Luke’s hospital, 
N. Y., Aug. 20. 

She was born in London and came 
to U. S. at the age of 15. Her first 
appearance was in “The Royal Mid- 
dy’ and she spent three seasons tour- 
ing with George Ade’s ‘Just Out of 
College.’ She also appeared in ‘Pot- 
ash and Perlmutter’ and was under 
A. H. Woods’ management in ‘Busi- 
ness Before Pleasure.’ A time was 
spent in vaudeville with Nita Naldi 
and Edna Aug. 

Burial was in Stratford, Conn. 





MRS. GEORGE LATOUR 

Mrs. George Latour, nee Birdie 
Brady, former vaudevillian, died at 
Presbyterian hospital, Philadelphia, 
Aug. 17. 

She entered show business in a 
road company of ‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ 
and travelled the world several times 
as a partner of Campbell and Brady, 
Juggling and dancing act. She also 
appeared with the Mack Sisters in 
vaudeville. 

Surviving are her husband, George 
Latour, and a son, Frank M. Camp- 
bell. 





MRS. ANNA H. LITTLEFINGER 

Mrs. Anna H. Littlefinger, &, cir- 
cus midget, died at her home in 
Waterville, Me., Aug. 22. 

She claimed to be the smallest 
mother in the U. S. being three feet 
nine inches tall. For 30 years she 
toured with traveling shows. Her 
husband, also a midget, died several 
years ago. 

A son, Buster, also a midget and 
who appeared in shows with _ her, 
survives. 





ROBERT W. MARKS 
Robert W. Marks, 84, veteran 
showman, died at Perth, Ont., Can., 
Aug. 22. 
In show business for over 50 years, 
he was head of the Marks Brothers’ 
Theatrical Co. At one time the seven 
brothers had 11 shows on the road 
and claimed origination of the 10-20- 
30-cent shows. 
Surviving are a son, a daughter 
and three brothers. 





MARK AMBIENT 

Mark Ambient, 77, actor and play- 
wright, died et a nursing-home in 
Brighton, Eng., Aug. 11. 
He was best known for his plays, 
many of which were written in col- 
laboration, the most successful be- 
ing the musical ‘The Arcadians,’ 


London and fared well in New York. 
He also wrote a number of songs. 





NICOLA COSCIA 
Nicola Coscia, 62, musician, died 
at Freeport, L. I, Aug. 18. 
Coming to U. S. from Italy in 
1907, he played as a string bass with 
San Carlo Orchestra for 22 years. 
He also played with Hammerstein 
Opera Co., Metropolitan Opera and 
with Anna Pavlowa. This summer 
he was with the orchestra at Jones 
Beach. 
A son and two daughters survive. 








JAMES T. McINTYRE 
James T. McIntyre, 80, of McIntyre 
and Heath, best known and most 
admired of all Negro comedians, and 
founders of the school which later 
served as a model for Williams and 
Walker, Avery and Hart and hosts 
of others, died at his home in 
Noyack, L. I, Aug. 18. 

A detailed story is in the vaude- 
ville section. 





MRS. LESTER LONERGAN 
(Amy Ricard) 

Mrs. Lester Lonergan, 59, nee Amy 
Ricard, died in French Hospital, 
N. Y., Aug. 18. 

She was formerly a musical com- 
edy actress under her own name be- 
fore marrying her late husband, 
Lester Lonergan, Sr. Her two step- 
sons survive. 





J. D. JOHNSTON 
J. D. Johnston, pioneer motion pic- 
ture theatre owner, died suddenly at 
Loggieville, N. B. He established and 
operated a film theatre in Chatham, 
N. B., near Loggieville, for about 25 
years, retiring several years ago. 
He had also been active in the an- 
nual Miramichi fall fair, held at 
Chatham, as president and director. 





ADELAIDE HUGHES 
‘Adelaide Hughes, 20, night club 
dancer, died a suicide Aug. 20 in 
Ns de 
She came from California and en- 
tered dancing field in N. Y. per- 
forming both in night clubs and in 
last ‘Ziegfeld Follies. Her parents 
survive. 





RYLAND WOLCOTT 
Ryland Wolcott, 50, assistant to A. 
Kendrick, vice president World 
Broadcasting Co. Chicago, died at 
his home, Aug. 22. 

Burial was at Memorial Park, 
Winnetka, Ill. Survived by widow 
avd three children. 





FRANK SHAEFFER 
Frank Shaeffer, 32, comedian with 
the Ethel Taylor revue, was killed 
at Calais, Me. Aug. 17. He was 
diving from a bridge when he 
touched a high tension cable and he 
was electrocuted. 
Details in the vaudeville section. 











HELENE CALS 

Helene Cals, 36, Dutch soprano, 
opera singer and especially popular 
in Holland by her radio perform- 
ances, died suddenly in Italy while 
on a vacation there. She was mar- 
ried to Nico Treep, director of the 
A.V.R.O. Symphonic Orchestra. 





EMMETT MOORE 
Emmett Moore, one time producer 
and more recently in the sales de- 
partment of KFVD in Los Angeles, 
died in L. A. Aug. 10. 





JANE WEIR 
Jane Weir, 21, Paramount actress, 
died in Los Angeles, Aug. 21, fol- 
lowing appendectomy. Born in 
Davenport, Ia. Her parents survive. 





Mrs. Dora Finkelstein, 68, mother 
of Al Finkelstein, Pacific Northwest 
exhibitor, and mother-in-law of 
Mike Rosenberg, president of Prin- 
cipal Theatres, died Aug. 17 at Mon- 
terey, Cal., from a complication of 
diseases. 





Mrs. Rudolph Mate, wife of cam- 
eraman for Samuel Goldwyn, died 
in Hollywood Aug. 20 from pneu- 
monia and a throat infection. 


MARRIAGES 


Helen Beaton to Speirs Russell, 
actor, at Glendale, Calif., Aug. 14. 
Bride’s father is publisher of the 
Hollywood Spectator. 

Marie Brown to Barry Sullivan at 
Tia Juana, Mex., Aug. 13. Both 
are members cf the cast of ‘Brother 
Rat.’ 

Ruth Gillette, radio and screen ac- 
tress, to Stuart H. Hacket in Beverly 
Hills, Aug. 14. Groom is a Los 
Angeles attorney. 

Mary Quinn to Charles E. Millen, 
Columbia studio purchasing agent, in 
Los Angeles, Aug. 15. 

Louise Hovick (Gypsy Rose Lee) 


| to Robert Mizzy, at sea, Aug. 13 and 


in Santa Ana, Calif., Aug. 19. 

Elinor Harriot to Frank Nathan, 
Aug. 18, in Beverly Hills, Cal. Bride 
is the femme impersonator with 
Amos ‘'n’ Andy. Groom is a non- 
pro. 

Ruth Stockwell to Leo Winfield 
Born, chief engineer of KGLO, Ma- 
son City, Iowa, in Lawrence, Aug. 8. 
Bride is non-pro. 

Owen Murphy, song writer, to 
Mickey Herson, Aug. 22 in Holly- 
wood. Bride a musical comedy chor- 
ister. 

Anne Shirley to John Howard 
Payne at Santa Barbara, Cal., Aug. 
22. Bride is RKO actress. Groom is 
with Major Pictures. 

June Parish to Reginald Voorhees, 
in Chicago, Aug. 20. Bride is-of the 
Parish Sisters act. Groom is a Chi- 
cago rep for Consolidated Radio 
Artists. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Francis B. Maun- 
tino, son, in Los Angeles, Aug. 18. 
Father is a 20th-Fox cameraman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert’ Rosson, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Aug. 17. 
Rosson is a writer for Mervyn Le 
Roy, Warners film producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel T. O’Shea, 
son, in Los Angeles, Aug. 19. Father 
is executive assistant to David O. 
Selznick. 


Mr. and Mrs. Martin Sangberg, 


daughter, Aug. 18, at Brooklyn, N. Y. | 


Mr. and Mrs. Grover Jones, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, Aug. 23. Father 
is film producer and author. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Karp, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, Aug. 22. Father 
is attorney for Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Stanley, 
daughter, Aug. 23 in Los Angeles. 
Father is picture agent. 


Tt’s a Plot? 
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presence of an opera or concert 
manager on the side of a performer 
union. AGMA heads, however, were 
overjoyed at the prospect of Sal- 
maggi as a defense speaker for the 
GOAAA. They argued that it clearly 
indicated that the GOAAA has fur- 
thered the interests of the managers, 
instead of the artists. 


Grounds In Itself 


That, if nothing else, would be 
sufficient ground for revocation of 
the GOAAA charter by the Four 
A’s, AGMA officials figure. Invita- 
tions to the protest meeting had 
been sent to more than 1,000 per- 
sons, GOAAA heads claimed. Sal- 
maggi predicted he would have sev- 
eral hundred others at the affair. 

Executive board meeting of the 
Four A’s will be held Friday (27) 
afternoon for the GOAAA to show 
cause why its charter should not be 
revoked for ‘failing properly to or- 
ganize’ the opera performer field. 
Indication that the AAAA heads are 
certain to go through with the re- 
vocation proceedings is seen in the 
fact that AGMA representatives 
have been active in the reorganiza- 
tion of the Four A’s setup and the 
further fact that the AGMA is rep- 
resented on the board of the new 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, an AAAA affiliate. If the char- 
ter is revoked, GOAAA execs say, 
they will take court action to re- 
tain it. 





Norman Sullivan, former doorman 
at Poli’s, Bridgeport, hired as con- 
tinuity scrivener by WLW, Cincin- 
nati. 








George H. Munn, brother of and 
secretary to Frank Munn, radio 
singer, died at his home in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., Aug. 18. 





Ernest A. Sharpe, father of Erik 
Rhodes, stricken with a heart at- 
tack in Denver. 





Mother, 70, of Nathaniel Shilkret, 
composer and orchestra leader of 





which ran for over two years in 


Henry Dupre, special events direc- 


| tor of WWL, New Orleans, was also 
named publicity director of station 


iby Vincent Callahan, director, 





films and radio, died in N. Y., Aug. 
17. Three other children survive. 





Wife of Eddie Mills, Paramount 
publicity department, died in Los 
Angeles, Aug. 21. 








News From 
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This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London, 
these news items; each has been rewritten from-a daily paper. 


the Dailies 


Variety takes no credit for 





East 


Larry Siry, band leader, in court 
Aug. 18, answering his frau’s separa- 
tion suit. Charges he introduced a 
model as his next wife minus for- 
mality of a divorce and in her 
presence. 

Transmitter trouble at Carlstadt, 
N. J., caused cancellation of talk by 
Gov. Harold G. Hoffman on station 
WNEW, Aug. 17. 





Chester O’Brien, ex-chorus boy 
widower of Marilyn Miller, plans 
to wed Anna Parison, model, at 


Armonk, N. Y., Aug. 28. 


Col. W. de Basil’s ballet troupe, 
remnants of former Russian Imperial 
Ballet, will make its permanent 
home in U. S., 


North American Committee to Aid 
Spanish Democracy is organizing a 
Musicians Committee of local mu- 
sickers in N. Y. 

Gay Orlova, Russe dancer and 
former sweetie of Charles (Lucky) 
Luciano, deported to Russia. Re- 
cent marriage to theatre usher Ed- 
ward Finn was annulled, which 
erased U. S. citizenship. 


Katharine Hepburn and Howard 
Hughes shopping for yacht around 
New London, Conn., this week. 


Ganna Walska announced her fifth 
marriage to Harry Grindell-Mat- 
thews.in London Aug. 19. Spouse is 
in radiotelephonic industry. 


Robert Taylor nettled and kidded 
by reporters of N. Y. papers on ar- 
rival here Aug. 19. Starter was 
query by reporter on-whether or not 
actor thought ‘he was a beautiful 
boy.’ 

Former Marcelle Edwards, ex 
showgirl and wife of Tommy Man- 
ville cancelled a trip to Reno when 
she learned that Tommy was will- 
ing to talk things over to avoid Reno 
troubles. Looks like a quiet sever- 
ence insteac, now. 


John Bonn appointed director of 


New Theatre School, N. Y. Suc- 
ceeds Harry Elion. 
Harry Krellberg, alias Harold 


Bery, sentenced from two to five 
years for attempted grand larceny 
in general sessions court, N. Y. 
Krellberg, posing locally as rep of a 
London film company lifted two 
watches from jeweler and returned 
tickets to loser after they were 
pawned. 

Eimer Rice’s play ‘Judgment Day’ 
was refused showing by the Mayor 
ot The Hague, Aug. 18. Dramatiza- 
tion of Reichstag trial would pre- 
cipitate Nazi trouble, says municipal 


exec. Auther due back next week. 
Arturo Toscanini, conducting 
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, 


heard over NBC on Aug. 24 from 
Salzburg. 


Richard Strauss, composer, re- 
ported hospitalized at Garmisch, 
Cermany, with severe cold. 

Paul Berlenbach, former light- 
heavyweight champ, being sued for 
divorce in Miami, Fla. Pug says he 
got a Mex decree sometime ago. 
Wife charges adultery. 


Salvatore Ensalaco, known in films 
as Anthony Orlando, released in 
$2,500 bail in Buffalo, N. Y., Aug. 19, 
when charged with child desertion 
by divorced wife. Wife agreed not 
to prosecute if he sends weekly coin 
for kid’s support. 

Adelaide Hughes, 20, nitery chor- 
ister, died by suicide in N. Y., 
Aug. 19. 


Samuel Dushkin, concert pianist, 
arrived from France. Will do a 
winter tour of U. S. 


_Berkshire Symphonic Festival re- 
cipient of a $10,000 anonymous gift. 

Six men, including Louis Palermo, 
arrested by police as suspects in the 
recent night club holdup wave. 


Being held for identification by vic- 
tims. 


Congressman Sirovich (N. Y.) re- 
turning from Europe states that au- 
thors, actors and musicians are the 
most affluent and respected citizens 
of the U.S. S. R. 


Mike Jacobs has skedded next June 
for fistic meet of Max Schmeling 
and Joe Louis. To be held in N. Y. 
and will be world’s championship 
contest. 


New Monmouth and Park Lane 
hotels near Asbury Park’s board- 
walk. gutted by fire over week-end. 
No casualties in $175,000 blaze. 


‘A little tired’ of autograph hounds, 
Robert Taylor sailed for London 
Aug. 21. Will make a film for MG 
British over there during six months’ 
stay. Two gals found under his 
berth looked like a plant. 

Daniel Frohman, dean of produc- 
ers and president of the Actor’s 
Fund, celebrated his 86th birthday 
Aug. 22. Fannie Hurst, novelist, 
tendering him a feed on Aug. 25, 

Representative Bacon of N. Y. 
asked the House in Washington to 
investigate a vicious lobby group 
which influences the entire radio in- 











dustry and attempts to control the 








Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. Proposed inquiry includes 
Broadcasting Magazine, trade paper, 
which he says has been represented 
as channel of communication of the 
lobby’s views. 

Patent for aging whisky by 
sound waves granted in Washington, 
Aug. 21. 


Mrs. Mischa Ross, wife of musician 
who slew Anna Lubova, violinist- 
dancer, in N, Y. last Spring, granted 
a divorce in Monticello, N. Y., Aug. 
21. Will resume her maiden name 
of Nesselowitz, Ross is now serving 
35-year sentence for the murder, 

Bidu Sayao, Brazilian soprano, re- 
turns from native land for fall sea- 
son with Metropolitan Opera. 


Hereafter, use of guns in plays in 
London will require licenses, accord- 
ing to Scotland Yard dictum. 


Field offices of a contractor on the 
N. Y. World’s Fair grounds at 
Flushing were robbed of $200 Aug. 
22. Three men bound watchman and 
blew open safe. 


Chase Barn Playhouse, property of 
the Forty-niners, summer stock com- 
pany of Whitefield, N. H., was saved 
from fire when the actors formed a 


bucket brigade and _ extinguished 
flames, Aug. 22. 
Audience of 8,000 routed from 


Randall’s Island Stadium 
Aug. 21 because of shower. 


First annual Starlight Symphony 
Festival. of. the Silvermine Guild of 
Artists held at Norwalk, Conn., Aug. 
21 was witnessed by 4,000. Jose 
Iturbi conducted the concert with 75 
musicians of N. Y. Symphonic. 


Italian Minister of Popular Cul- 
ture has issued a decree as of Sept. 1 
whereby Italian exhibitors must 
show at least one native film to 
every two importations. Heretofore 
rule was three to one. 


Geraldine Farrar emerges from 
10-year retirement on Sept. 18 to 
sing at charity concert for Danbury, 
Conn, hospital. 


Charlotte T. Parker, Kathleen C. 
Quinn, Hal James ané Hugh Norton 
will have salaried positions as junior 
members of the 1938 Mohawk Drama 
Festival at Schenectady, N. Y. Quar- 
tet honored at semester’s conclusion 
this week. 


Suffolk County Agricultural So- 
ciety holding its 85th annual fair at 
Riverhead, L. I., N. Y. this week. 


Joseph Shumiatsky, head of Rus- 
sia’s film industry, attacked by na- 
tive newspapers as_ extravagant, 
giving misleading reports on produc- 
tion of mediocre films. Industry in 
general was attacked for quality and 
quantity of work. 

William C. Handy, composer of ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ honored with a plaque 
by the St. Louis Musical Associa- 
tion of the National Association of 
Negro Musicians in St. Louis, Aug. 
23. 


night of 





Coast 





Court in Los Angeles approved 
contract between Tim Holt, 19, son 
of Jack Holt, and Walter Wanger 
Productions, starting at $100 a week. 


Manuel Komroff was granted a 
Reno divorce from Mrs. Elinor M. 
Barnard Komroff, British artist. 


Divorce suit was filed in Reno by 
Mrs. Mildred R. Robinson against 
Joseph S. Robinson, New York at- 
torney, charging cruelty. 


Wanda Perry, Metro actress, and 
Dr. Irving J. Browne tiled notice of 
intention to wed in Los Angeles. 


Eric Blore, picture comedian, re- 
plied to the separate maintenance 
suit of Mrs. Clara Mackin Blore, 
former actress, with a cross-com- 
plaint in L. A. Both seek custody 
of their 10-year-old son. 

Rudolph Valentino, who died 11 
years ago, was remembered Aug. 23 
by women in Salzburg, Austria, 
various U. S. cities and by the 
British Memorial Guild. Hollywood 
cemetery officials received money 
orders to place flowers on his crypt. 
There also was an influx of visitors. 


Al Jolson and Chico Marx testified 
in L. A. against a Negro who tossed 
a whisky bottle at a fight stadium. 
Glass from the bottle shattered 
Ruby Keeler, Jolson and Marx. 
Negro was bound over to a high 
court on charges of assault. 


Mrs. Mary Medgyesi McGowan 
was granted a divorce from John 
Wesley McGowan, scenarist, in Los 
Angeles, and was granted alimony of 
$150 weekly. 

Alice White, actress, announced 
she would file suit for divorce 
against Sy Bartlett, screen writer, 00 
the grounds of mental cruelty. 





Ralph Maddox, production direc 
tor and announcer for radio station 
WJDX, Jackson, Miss., joined the 
production department of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company 
Chicago as a production director. 
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[ Charlot Raves 
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sorts of things that he’s never had 
a chance to do in pictures. 

‘T’]] cast Mundin in a show on the 
Pacific Coast and then Hollywood 
will wake up to what it’s missing. 
Vl bring him out. That’s not a 
poast. It’s my business.’ 

That brought up the subject of 
talent. Charlot was reminded of the 
visit to Hollywood of Harry Lauder 
that Sir Harry made at that time. 
‘Talent,’ he remarked out of the 
wisdom of his years, ‘discovers it- 
You can’t hide it.’ 


self. 
‘A Sixth Sense’ 
Charlot admits that’s true, but 


adds that sometimes an undeveloped 
talent may be an unprepossessing, 
unattractive thing, perhaps because 
of the imperious demand of the per- 
sonality behind it to express itself, 
obtain a hearing, grow. 

I] have always found my own 
stars,’ he said. ‘That’s the thing I 
am eager to do here. How is it 
done? My boy, I can’t tell you. A 
sixth sense, perhaps. But a sense 
developed by long years of trial 
and error. 

‘Do you know how truffles are dis- 
covered? No human being can spot 
those tuber fungi that thrive under 
the ground and constitute one of 
the tastiest delicacies of the epicure. 
But pigs can locate them unerringly. 
When you go looking for truffles 
you use pigs, then steal the tidbits 
out from. under their snouts. Not 
fair, perhaps, but that’s the way 
life is. 

‘I don’t desire particularly to com- 
pare myself with the porcine family, 
yet as a pig finds truffles, so also 
does Charlot find talent. By in- 
stinct. I go where it is, I unearth 
it, I worry and enrage and train 
it, polish off its rough edges and, 
lo, a rare dish emerges that the pub- 
lic gladly pays to see and hear.’ 


Must Have Material 


Yet, Charlot believes that good 
material is more essential than good 
players. Writers before actors. A 
singer, a player, must have the 
proper material to accomplish his or 
her best efforts. The stories of the 
theatre’s great proves this. Most 
topnotchers are known for one or, 
at most, a few great characteriza- 
tions. 
acters, but are remembered for one 
or two. 


‘I'd rather have a good play than 
a good star,’ Charlot said, ‘because 
I can make a star but writers—ah, 
they are not truffles, they are pre- 
cious jewels. And, my goodness, 
hew Hollywood snaps them up.’ You 
hear it said sometimes that the de- 
Cline of the theatre is due to the 
difficulty of casting, that all the 
stars are working in films. But I 
say’s it’s the writers that are scarce.’ 





He corrected an impression that 
this is his first visit to Hollywood. 
He was here once before, eight years 
ago, for 24 hours, and thoroughly 
disliked every minute of his stay. 
Nowaday; the town is jelled, the 
most distinguished community of 
genius that ever exizied, that is, the 
genius of entertainment and all its 
associated arts. Hollywood has 
earned to live—joyously, expan- 
sively, in some cases grandly and 
With a specious self-confidence. 

‘It’s grown up,’ Charlot said. “The 
ugly duckling is both peacock and 
eagle. I daresay it all sums up in 


one phrase—the Bedouin at last has 
found a bed.’ 


@ Cockfighting 








Radio Agent’s Pertinent Quiz 
New York, Aug. 21. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


As an agent handling talent in the 
various entertzinment fields, but 
specializing on radio, I have been in- 
tensely interested in your stories of 
the efforts of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists to organize the 
broadcasting performer ranks. That 





They may appear in 50 char- | 
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Staged 


under regulation cocking 
tules, 


Several states have approved 
% C's of rules, usually adhered to at 
Wesiern fights. 

_ Traditional staked-up boards have 
ncn replaced by a patented portable 
ghting pit, with walls two feet high, 
nit folds up like a bridge table. 
hat’s the only modern touch ac- 
‘epted by devotees of the sport in 
‘ecent years. 


Cockfighting fans, like the gentry 


Jn all their own. It is a mixture of 
‘panish terms and rural epithets. In- 
‘rmality is the keynote of these 
%~ster roustabouts. Strangers have 


ee patrons before allowed to 
- ® cockfight. In a way, it's al- 
YOST 2 


“Ss mysterious a& entree to the 
eakeasies of yesteryear. 





‘tached to other sports, have a lexi- | 


® get the okay from a lot of the | 


the need for such organization exists 


: ,is obvious—probably few persons are 
a few months ago and of a crack |in the position we agents are to 


| realize just how great that need is. 


| Nevertheless, it makes me wonder 
| how many of the real abuses the 
new group will correct, or even 
combat. 

Already the heads of this AFRA 
are talking about recognition and 
contracts with the networks and 
agencies, the idea being to set wage 
| standards and rules for rehearsals, 
 caeiiond etc. As has been pointed 
| out several times, establishment of a 
| salary minimum is likely to have the 
| immediate effect of lowering all sal- 
jaries (or nearly alJ—certainly those 
of all but the ‘name’ players, who 
presumably don’t need the AFRA or 
| its protection) to the minimum, Sal- 
ary minimums, then, seem to me 
likely to injure the minor players, 
who are the very ones the organiza- 
| tion is seeking to heip. Further- 
|}more, the position of the medium 
| players (those in the upper salary 
brackets, but without name reputa- 
|tions) is particularly precarious in 
|all this. They are the ones who have 
much to lose and little to gain. 

The AFRA cannot help them more 
| than a little, but in case of reprisals 
| by talent employers, they are the 
| ones who will suffer, since they are 
|not the essential names for listener 
| attraction. What's more, they are 
| being asked to join this group 
| merely to help the minor players. 
Yet their ‘help’ is likely merely to 
| ower wages for those minor players. 
| In its present state, radio has many 
| of the abuses that once characterized 
vaudeville when that business was at 

| its most unsavory. Kickbacks, petty 
| favoritism and a host of abuses are 
| prevalent and are rapidly increasing. 
| Actors who have built themselves up 
| to the $50, $60 and $75-per-broadcast 
|class are asked by agencies to do 
| spot jobs for as little as $25, or even 
| $15. The actors have to take such 
offers rather than risk incurring the 
| ill will of the agencies. 
Singers, to be heard on the air, 
in many cases must sign manage- 
ment contracts with agencies either 
owned or controlled by sponsors or 
; networks. Artists are scheduled for 
auditions, then appear, only to learn 
the executive for whom they were 
to try out has accepted a golf date. 
In the case of singers, who must pay 
$5 or $10 for an accompanist, they 
audition three or four times with 
minor employees before the agency 
executive gets around to hearing 
them. This practice is particularly 
heartless. 

But what is the AFRA doing to 
end such abuses? Well, according 
to the stories, it will ‘seek recog- 
nition from the networks and agen- 
cies.’ All very well as far as it goes. 
But are these AFRA organizers so 
naive that they think the networks, 
talent agencies or advertising agen- 
| cies set salaries and working condi- 
| tions? Don’t they realize that the 
| big sponsors do that? Can the AFRA 
|wring recognition and improved 
| wages and working conditions from 
| these sponsors? Certainly Ford and 
certain other notable firms haven't 
/ welcomed labor organizations in the 
| past. Is that what they’re discussing 
aia those long weekly sessions? 





Agent. 


Radio In The Middle 
New York City, Aug. 20. 
| Editor, Variety: 

As a sideline spectator watching 
the parade of pickets go by, I seem 
inclined to wonder what the eventual 
outcome of labor's organizaton of 
radio’s personnel will be. 
| The CIO got the jump on the AFL 
jand got in some strong organizing 
'licks in lining up the engineers. 
Now two different AFL  unons, 
IATSE and the International Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers, are 
trying to consolidate in their re- 


in the CIO fold. The AFL, through 
its AAAA, is striving to organize all 
announcers, actors and vocal artists. 

Those of radio’s personnel 
being promised little that is tangible. 
All the different unions want, pri- 


‘bargain for’ those enlisted on their 
rolis. 

The CIO has cut a deep swath in 
the AFL’s ranks during the past 


spective rosters those engineers not | 


are | 


marily, is merely to ‘represent’ or | 





year and a half. When the CIO in- 
vaded the first faint fringes of radio 
we saw how quickly the AFL, using 
as weapons its affiliated Actor’s 
Equity and IATSE, dropped down on 
radio employees of all classes. Both 
the Big Labor movements are mov- 
ing as quickly as they can to domi- 
nate, The networks and larger sta- 
tions, fat with the plenty of their 
bonanza, do not seem particularly 
interested; they are content, ap- 
parently, to sit idly by and watch 
‘the best man win.’ 

But what of radio’s personnel? 
Are we just to be used as cannon- 
fodder while the CIO and the AFL 
pelt each other in their to-the-death 
fight for*labor supremacy in Ameri- 
ca? When will either union come 
forward with proof that it has the 
actual interests of those it wants to 
organize at heart? When will either 
the AFL or the CIO demonstrate 
they are directly attempting to better 
the lot of radio’s personnel and’ not 
just seeking to add to their own 
power? ' 

Price Moore. 


WBNY Speaking 
Albany, N. Y., Aug. 24. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

VARIETY usually tries to get both 
sides of every story. In your issue 
of last week you published an item 
from Buffalo that could not bé true. 
Station WBNY did have an honest 
difference of opinion regarding the 
amount of rent which we should pay, 
but we did not fail to pay such 
rent because of financial difficulties. 


When we leased our present quar- 
ters we voluntarily assumed all the 
expenses of decorating, lighting and 
maintaining our two floors. Because 
we sought a fair adjustment of these 
items a local agent of the landlord 
filed a suit whch he had to with- 
draw overnight. 


Station WBNY is going along 
nicely despite the fact that we have 
two powerful radio combines buck- 
ing us at every turn. 


Roy L. Albertson. 
(Station WBNY). 


Castle Films Recerds Itself 
New York, Aug. 19. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


This morning I purchased for $.15 
cash your current issue of VARIETY. 
Despite the intolerably humid 
weather I managed to get as far as 
page seven and your head ‘Latest 
Hollywood Offspring’ immediately 
caught my eye. 

Also I have carefully noted the 
article ‘Inside Stuff on Commercial 
Pix’ credited to Mr. Denis Morri- 
son. You will be delighted to learn 
that I read the column on page 
seven and the carry-over to page 42. 

The whole point of this note, if 
there is one, is that Mr. Denis Mor- 
rison apparently has never heard 
of Castle Films and Castle Films 
has never heard of Denis Morrison, 
all of which makes it ducky for 
ducks. 

Cordially yours, 


Castle Films, Inc., 
Eugene W. Castle, President. 


Vanderbilt’s Findings 
The Hague, Aug. 12. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I finished the last broadcast here 
this evening. In the past three 
weeks have done four, in four sepa- 
rate languages—one in France, one 
in Austria, one in Holland, one in 
England. 

Spent a week with the Rebels 
prior to broadcasting and will spend 
a week there now with the Loyalists. 
Spain very tame compared to a year 
ago. 

Have had the coldest summer in 
years. Would like to see the sun 
‘and have some heat. Guess you've 
had your share in New York. 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr. 


(Variety S Roving Reporter). 





Another All-Star Combe 
New York, Aug. 20. 

Editor, VARieTy: 

| It 


was with much relish I read 
Jeno Bartal’s conception of a $250,- 
000 band and I found myself quickly 
disagreeing with many of his can- 
didates for America’s ‘hottest’ band. 
Here is my idea of the composition 
of that band—one a sponsor could 
| possibly afford: 

Piano, Teddy Wilson; trumpets. 
Cootie Williams and Mannie Klein: 
i; trombones, Jack Teagarten. Pee 
| Wee Hunt: sax and clarinets. Artie 
| Shaw, Woody Herman, Herb 





WHAT THEY THINK 


mer and Chu Berry; bass, John 
Kirby; guitar, Nappy La Marr; 
drums, Ray Bauduc. 

There is only one Casper Rear- 
don, hot harpist; one Milt Herth, hot 
electric organist; and one Lionel 
Hampton, hot vibraphonist. I con- 
cede, at the moment, on Martha 
Raye and Bing Crosby as the vocal- 
ists, but give me Duke Ellington 
and Larry Clinton for my arrangers 
—and give me Raymond Scott to 
direct the band. Sam Blake. 





(Since this could go on an in- 
finitum, let this be the end of that.— 
Ed.) 





Par’s Loss 





(Continued from page 2) 





asked to buy Par product for 
1937-38, Agnew declares. He adds, 
also, there may be some the com- 
pany doesn’t want to sell. Ob- 
viously, Par can’t sell all exhibitors 
in any given situation, but there is 
some hope in the thought that the 
company may sell away from cer- 
tain strike leaders. 


Agnew Points te Buys 


Agnew declares that an increasing 
number of accounts, including the 
Philadelphia-Minneapolis territories, 
are paying for the films they bought, 
though not playing them. The strike 
leaders may not know this, but the 
checks are coming in, and with many 
circuit deals for '37-38 already writ- 
ten by Agnew’s department, the ad- 
vance commitments on Paramount 
Week (Sept. 5-11) at this point is 
claimed the biggest the company has 
had for Labor Day week. 

Most all of the big theatre circuits 
with which Par deals have been sold 
for 1937-38, exceptions being RKO, 
Golden State in California and the 
Griffith chain in Oklahoma, though 
no trouble is &nticipated with these 
important strings. Company simply 
hasn't gotten around to negotiate 
but as soon as the major circuits 
are cleared away, the company will 
start on the indies. With what has 
been closed to date, Par selling vir- 
tually resolves itself down to the 
independent market, Agnew  an- 
nounces.: Among big deals closed 
are a two year franchise with the 
entire Loew circuit, a deal in which 
Agnew figured personally; the War- 
ner chain, Fox-West Coast, M. A. 
Shea, all of the Par partner chains 
and scattering indies of fair import- 
ance. Deal with Robb & Rowley in 
the southwest is ready for signing 
but for a few details, while the deal 
with Balaban & Katz-Great States 
in the Chicago zone will probably be 
signed, sealed and delivered by the 
end of the week. Agnew is going 
out on that today (Wed.). Another 
sale that is expected to be closed up 
shortly is with the Schine circuit 
upstate. A major RKO deal is pretty 
well in work and no snags. 

There are no new developments 
in Philadelphia, following filing of 
briefs last week, while thé Par ac- 
tion in Minneapolis is slated to come 
up tomorrow (Thuts.): These ac- 
tions were brought by Par prin- 
cipally to protect neutral exhibitors 
by stopping picketing and other ac- 
tivity in front of houses playing Par 
product which led to the implication 
a labor problem existed. The actions 
were not brought to try to club 
other exhibs into buying Par pic- 
tures or to play those already 
bought. 

Agnew had no comment to make 
on a_ postcard urging solidarity 
against Par, sent out by the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Ohio, 
except to point to figures on his desk 
showing a wholly gratifying advance 
of bookings on Paramount Week 
Sept. 5-11. 

It was P. J. Wood, Allied leader of 
the ITO of Ohio, who precipitated 
action against Par at a Washington 


meeting about two months ago be- | low publication 


—= 


lied-inspired moves in other localie 
ties. 


Centinue Case to 3ist 


Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 

So that former State Supreme 
Court Chief Justice J. P. Devaney, 
chief counsel for Northwest Allied 
States and other independent ex- 
hibitors’ defendants in the injunction 
suit brought by Paramount against 
the playdate strikers, may appear in 
person to argue for a dismissal of 
the suit, L. B. Schwartz, Devaney’s 
associate, asked for and obtained a 
second continuance of the federal 
district court hearing to Aug. 31. 
Devaney, recuperating from an ill- 
ness, will be sufficiently recovered 
to come into court by the last of the 
month, he said. 

Pending the hearing, 
rary restraining order issued by 
Federal Judge G. H. Nordbye to 
Paramount will remain in effect. It 
prohibits Northwest Allied and other 
defendants from picketing the Para- 
mount exchange and theatres play- 
ing its pictures or otherwise inter- 
fering with the company’s business 
by intimidating exhibitors from 
playing its pictures or buying its 
product or coercing theatre owners 
from carrying out their contracts. 

Dave Shearer, attorney for Para- 
mount, notified the court that he will 
move the court to join eight other 
theatre circuits and individual ex- 
hibitors to the list of defendants. 
This list represents a directory of 
the territory’s independent’ ex- 
hibitors who have pulled all Para- 
mount playdates and who are re- 
fusing to book or buy its product. 
The original list contained 63 names 


the tempo- 


of theatre chains and _ individual 
exhibitors. 
Shearer also indicated that he 


would move to have parts of the de- 
fendants’ answer struck out as ir- 
relevant. The answer claims that 
Paramount, not the defendants, is 
guilty of violation of the Sherman 
anti-trust act ‘by indulging in busi- 
ness practices, common to the film 
trade, which give the producer-dis- 
tributors a stranglehold over ex- 
hibitors. It also charges that the 
Paramount standard film contract is 
invalid and its methods of dealing 
with exhibitors illegal. It contends 
that the defendants have a legal 
right to agree together not to do 
business with Paramount ‘until it 
shows good faith in performing its 
obligations’ with respect to the de- 
livering of seven pictures involved 
in the present controversy. 

Northwest Allied heads declare 
that the Paramount suit has had an 
effect of cementing the playdate 
strikers’ ranks and that its lines are 
holding fast. Instead of defections, 
additional exhibitors have joined the 
strikers’ ranks, they assert. 

As far as the Publix circuit is con- 
cerned, it is playing the usual num- 
ber of Par releases the same as usual 
and the exchange claims to be doing 
a big business, despite the strike. 





Los Angeles, Aug. 24. 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Southern California voted last Fri- 
day (20) to continue their play-date 
embargo against Paramount Pic- 
tures indefinitely, or until such time 
as it’s settled. 

Sit-tight order came after the 
exhibs received several telegrams 
from eastern and midwestern or- 
ganizations detailing activities of the 
strike in those localities. 





Greatness Comes 
(Continued from page 58) 


Walter. who has been brought up to 
believe Sam and his wife are his real 
parents. 

Thomas, married, stays on his side 
of the Maronies garden gate, and 
sees Katherine clandestinely on oc- 
casion. By the time Weir is ready 
to leave for New York, after notifi- 
cation from his publishers that the 
book has been accepted, Thomas’ 
wife has died abroad, and he and 
Katherine are free to have each 
other legally. This union is wrecked 
abruptly, though temporarily, when 
Thomas learns that atherine has 
told Weir the family secret, and that 
Weir has incorporated it in his novel. 
Only when Weir promises not to al- 
oes Thomas sofien 





cause of failure to deliver six pic- | #94 accept Katherine. 


tures under 1936-37 contracts. Al- 
though Wood is a leader from Ohio, 
in his own state Par has had the 
least trouble, Agnew reminds. He 
also declared that in Milwaukee, 
exhibs made a gesture toward strike 
but got no further than that and 
now is a dead issue. 


A meeting in New York is re- 


| ported planned to consder spreading 


ithe campaign to the biggest of the 


| 


keys. It is highly improbable that 
such a move would get anywhere in 
New York since the Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn., 
virtually the entire indie representa- 


Hay- | tion, is not sympathetic toward Al- 


controlling | 


Among the sustaining elements of 


| the piece are Freeman Hammond's 
| portrayal of Weir; the character of 


| Katherine, charmingly deliniated by 
Muriel Brassler; and Rosamond Page, 


making her professional debut this 


| Season, enacting the role of Anne 


| Weir, the author’s wife. Kenneth 
Bisbee as the stern, unswerving bit- 
| ter brother: Beatrice Colony as Sam's 
| wife; and Gilmore Bush as Walter, 
| are all okay. 
| First two acts. in present shape. 
are in good running order, and with 
a strengthening of the third there 
will be more commercial hope for 
eo perhaps with a new title. 
Direction by Freeman Hammond is 
excellent, and a living room set by 
Miss Sampson frames most of the 
action perfectly. Fox. 

















VARIETY Wednesday, August 25, 1937 











Mix 
oar ager ee eae 


~ oa canta ngpnadicatiamis Li Di Ce 


Oli phy 


b 
STAR OF METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER’S 8 
“‘Broadway Melody of 1938” : 

P 

d 


Lux Toilet Soap has ACTIVE ; 
lather—keeps skin lovely 


eis DEVOTED TO LUX TOILET SOAP,” says t 
bewitching Eleanor Powell. And 9 out of 10 ‘ 
other Hollywood stars echo her praises of this = 
fragrant white soap. For years they’ve used it : 
to keep their skin at its loveliest. . 

The ACTIVE lather of this gentle soap thor- 
oughly removes dust, dirt, stale cosmetics. It _ 
: | guards against choked pores—the result of im- ‘ - 
shes proper cleansing and so often the reason for dull, tt 
: lifeless-looking skin. t 


Use Lux Toilet Soap before you renew make- 
up, ALWAYS before you go to bed. It leaves skin 
thoroughly, exquisitely clean! Keeps your com- 4 
plexion the way you want it to be. 


9 OUT OF 10 SCREEN STARS USE LUX TOILET SOAP 



































